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CHAPTER I. 



•••M.ChaTBCter of Morales...,..Of Quiroga Diaoovery made by Captain 

Salinas to twa FHara Their Report to the Government 

Imyiieimtnt of MamXmf QBin^gm S^liiias, av4 iU»finp,.^.....Character 

of Salinas .of Dr. Riofiri^ Uberatioa of the Prisoners 

Jonta formed atQaitow Advice of to the President, Count Rnis. 

I^UmtIh whkhtlie RtwduDe* was con)iio|Bd..M^...N«w Oath 

Marqoisof SelTa Alepre Character of. Dissensions in the New 

Government Count Ruis ronstated Arrival of Troops firom Lima. 

wA Santa r6.........ImprisM«n«il of the In«ai)Bnite Trial of. 

Character «f the Count Ruis Of the Oidor Don Felipe Fuertes Amar 

Of the Fiscal Arrechaga Of Colooel Arredonda Froeew 

•Mil* Santa P«* 

Shortlt after tbe arriToL of his Excellency tlie 
Count Ruis de CaBtiUa at Quito, the capital of 
his government, the coUegiaos of San Fernando 
presented him with ifour theatrical representa- 
tions, at which tbei whole of the nobility attended 
as spectators. The pieces* diosen were Cato, 
Andromacha, Zoraida, and the Aurauoana,^ the 
whole of them tending in their design and 
argument to inculcate a spirit of freedom, a, 
love of liberty, and principles of republicanism^. 
However, as is often the case with people who 
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3 TRAVELS IN 

visit public exhibitions with a predetermination 
to be pleased, this tendency passed unobserved 
by the president and the other members of the 
government. Inattentive to what the state of 
afiairs in the mother country might produce in 
the colonies, the American rulers judged that 
they themselves were surrounded by the same 
obedient vassals whom their predecessors had ' 
governed, without ever dreaming that the 
people were awake to what was actually passing 
in the parent state ; for, although the opportu- 
nity of deriving information from the press was 
prevented by the government, yet the Ameri- 
cans who resided in Spain at this period were 
very actively employed in communicating to 
their friends in America the true state of affairs, 
and the natives were generally better informed 
of what passed in the mother country, than the 
Spaniards resident in America or even the 
government itself; because Spanish corresi- 
pondents being loath to place their property 
in America in jeopardy, or judging that the 
colonists had only to obey whatever orders they 
might receive, either gave indistinct or favour* 
ably exaggerated accounts; or else treated the 
Americans with that contempt which as their: 
superiors they fancied they had a right tO' 
exercise. 
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SOUTH AMERICA. 8 

After the performance of the pieces, I be- 
came gradually acquainted with the individuals 
who had selected them — ^Dr. Quiroga and Don 
Manuel Morales; the former an advocate of 
some respectability, a native of Arequipa in 
Peru, married in Quito ; the latter, a native of 
the city of Mariquita in the Viceroyalty of Santa 
F6 de Bogotd, had been secretary to the 
government when the Baron de Carondelet was 
President; but having offended him. Morales 
was discarded from his situation by the orders 
of the Baron. He hoped to have been restored 
on the arrival of the Count Ruis ; but this chief 
having in his suite a young advocate of the name 
of Don Tomas Arrechaga, whom he had edu- 
cated, and for whom he wished to provide, the 
claims of Morales were disregarded, and 
Arrechaga was nominated secretary to the 
government 

Morales was possessed of a strong mind, 
had received a liberal education, and having 
been employed many years in the secretary's 
office, had obtained a knowledge of the affairs 
of the government and an insight into the 
intrigues of the Spanish court. He considered 
himself unjustly dealt with by the Baron de 
Carondelet, and more so by the Count Kuis, 
who could on}y know his failings through the too 
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4 TRAVELS m 

often distorted medium of report : %e mw his 
•situation filled by ti stranger, himself an exile> 
and was determined to be revenged cm those 
whom he regarded as the supporters if sot 
the authors of his disgrace. To this end cir* 
'Cumstat^ces that could not possibly escape his 
observation aided him ; and had not rashness 
prompted him to execute his designs pr^ 
maturely, he mig^thave succeeded, and have 
lived to receive the thanks of hts countrymen; 
whereas, his ai^s can only be revered by 
them, his name can only dwell in their memo^ 
ries with painful regret, or gratitude drop a tear 
at the recollection of his untimely death. 

Quiroga was of an unquiet aspiring di^osi- 
tion^ rash and undaunted in his undertakings^ 
but very self-opiniated : unable to brook con*' 
troul in any shape, but open to convietiooi 
when persuasion was the medium. He was 
successful as a pleader at the bar, loquacious 
and eloquent* but even here his basjty temper 
4rove him into difficulties ; he was repeatedly 
reprimanded by the tribunal, and at length was 
not only mulct,, but even saspended from th$ 
exercise of his office as an advocate* In ona 
instance, when a fine was imposed upon him, he 
declared that he could in no manner pay i^ 
because the tribunal was not competent to levy 



Digitized by 



Google 
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k; that the Regent and Oidores had taken 
poweaaioQ of their seats on the bench contrary 
to law, or held them contrary to justice; and he 
proved his assertions by stating the cases, 
quoting the laws, and citing the regulations of 
the tribunal. This necessarily drew down upon 
him the hatred of the members, and obliged 
him to leave the bar. Quiroga was the con- 
stant companion of Morales, ^d, like him, 
expected that on the arrival of Count Ruis, an 
appeal to his Excellency, as President of the 
royal audience, would restore him to the exer* 
cise of his profession ; but a report from the 
Recent Bustillas prevented the fulfilment of 
his expectations, and this circumstance drove 
him to despair. 

These two disappointed individuals chose 
the dramatic pieces which were performed at 
the college of San Fernando in October, 1809, 
selected perhaps in order to probe the govern- 
ment ; if so, the result was completely sa- 
tisfactory to their views, for not the least 
suspicion was evinced, nor any alarm taken. 

In February; 1809, Captain Salinas, who 
was commander of the infantry at Quito, in* 
formed two friars. Father Polo and another, 
of a plan that was about to be formed to 
depose the Spanish authorities in Quito, and 
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€ TRAVELS IN 

to elect others from among the most respectable 
citizens, as substitutes. The information was 
immediately reported by the friars to the Pre- 
sident, and a secret commission was given to 
the Oidor Fuertes Amar to proceed against all 
suspected individuals according to law. Don 
Pedro Munos was appointed to act as privy 
secretary, but this man had no other qualifi* 
cation than that of being a native of Spain. 
Quiroga, Morales, and the parish priest of San-^ 
golqui. Dr. Riofrio, and Captain Salinas, were 
apprehended, and placed under an arrest in the 
convent of La Merced. Their declarations 
were taken down in writing by Munos, and 
every possible means employed to prevent 
the people from becoming acquainted with the 
state of the proceso ; no pe(rson was allowed to 
see the prisoners, and they were deprived of 
the means of communicating to their friends 
any particulars relating to their situation ; the 
secretary was not allowed the assistance of an 
amanuensis, and every inquisitorial practice was 
brought into action. In the beginning of April, 
when Munos was going in the evening to the 
palace to report on the proceedings to the Pre- 
sident, the papers were stolen from him. This 
accident produced considerable confusion; many 
who were really concerned in the plot were 
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assured that their names had never been men- 
tioned by the prisoners, who uniformly denied 
having any knowledge of it; and Salinas 
protested against having mentioned any^ thing 
concerning it to the friars. Thus by a fortunate 
accident the plans of the government were 
frustrated, the prosecution ceased, and the 
prisoners were liberated. This occurrence, 
however, taught them to be more on Ihe alert, 
and to be more careful in future ; but the torch 
was lighted, and although the flame had been 
smothered for a short time, it was not extin^^^ 
guished. 

The character of Salinas was well known to 
Morales and Quiroga, HewasatrueQuiteno, 
volatile and variable, embracing every novel 
object with avidity, without reflection, or dis- 
crimination ; the pursuit of any new schemcl^ 
was as ardently begun by Salinas, as it wad 
easily abandoned the moment it ceased ta be 
new, or the moment that another was suggested; 
but as this officer was at the head of the infantry, 
which consisted of about four hundred men,? 
with part of which he had been formerly stdi^ 
tioned at Panama, and which in their opinion 
was c(Hisidered a camplaign in a foreign country; 
he had become the idol of the soldiers ; so that 
it^a3 absolutely. neceissary that Salinas shoutd 
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8 TRAVELS IN 

be brought over to second the plans of Mondes 
and Quiroga ; and this was easily eiBrected---*th6 
plan was novel, and promised a succession of 
what was most congenial to his feelings. 

Dr. Riofrio was a secular clergyman^ of a 
sullen morose temper, ready to coincide with 
any set of men whose plans were calculated to 
bid defiance to any thing that did not pleaSQ 
him ; yet, whether from natural imbecility, or 
natural cowardice, he seemed to be only an 
instrument, and probably became acquainted 
with the plans in agitation by being a frequent 
visitor at a house in Quito where Morales ha4 
lived, and on account of his own house being 
$ometime8 the residence of Morales, when he 
was estranged from Quito by the President Ga- 
rondelet. This xi^an and Salinas were both na-» 
tives of Quito, but neither of them of families of 
rank or fortune, although from the situations 
which both had held they were very re- 
spectable. 

After the release of the four denounced 
ccmspirators, Salinas and Riofrio returned to 
their former occupations ; Quiroga to his home, 
more injured than ever ; and Morales went into 
the country, without having reaped any advan* 
tage except experience. The government now 
appeared quite satisfied in having declared the 



Digitized by 



Google 



SWTH AMEWCA. f 

tfcqtuit^i iOf tbie priBooers honourable ; they 
w^re pl^a^ed that 00 aot of iojuistice had been 
ggmmttedt md (Blattered themseiyes that the 
papery lost by Maaos had fallen into the hands 
p( Mme pick-pbekeit^ ;or tiiat having been dropt 
in the street^ 4hey bad creased to exist in a 
shape which xidght betray their intentions* 
firut they werd deceiv^ed ; the papers Ibond their 
w^y into the study /of Quiroga, tirho drew such 
Qooelusions &oin them 9s best suitedhis ownendsj 
Sfid disseminated their contents among sudb 
indiinkiuals as he judged most proper to entrust 
them with. From April to August, 1809, nodiing 
particular /occurred, except new advices from 
3pai{i ; so that the abdicaticm of Carlos^ the 
accession of Fernando, the imprisonment of the 
King, and the iavasion of the country by the 
French, were the subject matter of every con- 
Tersation. Bu.t stiU tranquillity reigned m every 
part 4af the colonies, and thek inhabitants seemed 
to vie with eitch other in enthusiastic demons 
strations of loyalty and attachment to their 
amado Fernando. Every new advice from Spain 
served to increase the apprdiension and the 
di&may of the governments and Spaniards 
liesiding in America ; and their whole attention 
was so engrossed with the state of aifairs in 
the.coqEftry to which ibhey belonged, . tb^t they 
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10 TRAVELS IN 

had not time to meditate on the effects which 
might be produced by it in the cotintry in which 
they were stationed^— satisfied that the colonies 
must foll6w the fate of the parent state, just as 
if it had been annexed to it by the ties of nature; 
instead of being attached to it by the most un-^ 
natural connexions. But the bubble burst when 
and where it was perhaps least expected to 
happen, and although the effects of the explo* 
sion were soon repressed, yet it rent the veil; 
and laid the foundation of that emancipation' 
which the whole of the heretofore enslaved 
nations of the new world now enjoy. 

On the morning of the 10th of August; 
1809, at an early hour, two natives of Quito, 
Ante and Aguire, waited on the president with a 
letter. The orderly who was at the door of the 
antechamber objected to carry any letter or 
message to his Excellency at so unusual an hour; 
but Ante persisted in the necessity of its imme-^ 
diate delivery, saying, that it contained matters 
of importance from the Junta Soberaka, sove- 
reign junta, a name as new in the ears of the. 
orderly as was the body itself new in America,* 
The orderly awoke the president, delivering' 
the letter, and repeated the words which he had 
heard, as an excuse for his untimely erran^. 
The president having read the superscription— ^ 
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!5 From the. sovereign junta to the. Count Ruis, 
ex-president, of Quito,^ dressed himself,, and 
read the following : 

*' The present unsettled state of . Spain, the 
total annihilation of the lawfully constituted 
authorities, and the dangers of the crown of the 
beloved Ferdinand YIL, and his domains, falling 
into the hands of the tyrant of Europe, have 
impelled our trans-atlantic brothers to form 
provincial governments for their personal 
security, as. well against the machinations of 
some of their.traitorous countrymen, unworthy 
of the name of , Spaniards, as against the arms 
of the common enemy : the loyal inhabitants of 
Quito, resolved to secure to their legitimate King 
and Master, this part of his kingdom, have 
established a sovereign junta in this city of 
San Francisco de Quito, of which, and by the 
command of his Serene Highness the President 
and the vocal. members, I. have the honour to 
inform your lordship, and to announce to you, 
that the functions, of the members of the old 
government have ceased : God preserve .your 
lordship many years. Hall :of the junta in 
Quito, August 10th, 1809: Manuel Morales 
secretary of the interior." 

After reading this unexpected epistle, his 
Excellency entered the antechamber, and walked 
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towardi» the messengers, who inquired whetheif 
he had received the Hote, and on being answered 
in the affirmative, they bowed, turned rounds 
and retired. The count followed them to the 
outer door and attempted to pass it, but he was 
prevented by the sentry. He bow sent his 
orderly to call the officer of the guard, who 
politely answered, that he could not consist^itiy 
with the orders he had received, speak with 
the Count, pronouncing the last word with 
considerable emphasis. A great number of 
people began to assemble in the square 
before the palace, at six o'clock, when a royid 
salute was fired, and the military music, sta>- 
tioned on the esplanade in front of the palace, 
continued playing some national airs till nine 
o'clock. At this time the members of the new 
executive government met, the Marquis of 
Selva Alegre, president, the vocal members, the 
Marquis of Orellana, Marquis of Solaiida^ 
Count of Gasa Guerrero, Marquis of Miraflores^ 
Don Manuel Zambrano, Don Manuel Mateus* 
^nd Don Pedro Montufar, the two ministers^ 
Morales and Quiroga: the declaration of thd 
installation was published, and the form of thd 
oath to be administered to all persons employed 
under the new government was drawn up. The 
Bishop of Quito was elected vic^-'president, but 
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be refused to assist at this or toy. subsequent 
tn^eting* 

' The whole of the revolutionary change was 
effected in the night of the ninth* Morales came 
to Quito, andy with Quiroga, convened a meet* 
ing ; die informed the members of the risk in 
which the cotmtry at large stood, set forth the 
intention of the government to acknowledge 
Napoleon as their sovereign, because the Kings 
of Spain had ceded their sovereignty to him^ 
and exhorted them at the same time to preserve 
themselves and this part of the Spanish domin-" 
ions from the fate that awaited the rest ; and 
this he told them could only be done by estab- 
lishing St provincial government in the name of 
Fernando, and of removing all suspicious per* 
sons from their offices. This harangue was 
nothing but a matter of form, because all the 
preliminaries had been agreed on beforehand. 
Salinas, being present, was deputed to bring 
over the soldiers, which be immediately did ; 
he went to the barracks, and having formed the 
infantry in the . square or patio — he informed 
them that their beloved King was a prisonei: 
in France ; expatiated on his sufferings ; told 
them that the existing governments in America 
were determined to deliver up the country to 
tiie. common enemy, and concluded by. asking 
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Ihem, whether they would defend their beloved 
Ferdinand, or become the slaves of Bonaparte ? 
The deluded soldiers immediately shouted Viva 
Fernando Septimo ! Viva Quito ! The command- 
ant of the cavalry, Don Joaquin Saldumbide, 
received orders for the same purpose, and exe- 
cuted them in the same manner. On the return 
of these two individuals to the junta, they 
were commanded. to give the necessary orders 
to the diiferent guards, and to administer to the 
troops the. folio wing oath : 

V I swear by God and on the cross of my 
swords to defend my legitimate King, .Ferdinand 
VIL; to maintain and protect his rights; 'to 
support the purity, of the holy Roman Catholic 
Church; and to obey the constituted autho* 
rities/' 

After the conclusion of this ceremony, the 
necessary orders were given to the ofl&cer of the 
guard at the president's palace, barracks, and 
prisons : a guard was placed at the door of each 
suspected person, particularly at those of the 
Regent and Oidores ; and the members of the 
government retired to their houses. 

An express was immediately sent to. Chillo, 
an estate belonging to the Marquis of Selva 
Alegre, with the news of what had taken place, 
and a request that his lordship would immedi^ 
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ately come to Quito, and take possession of the 
supreme command of the goverikment of the 
kingdom. Thus, in one night, without blood- 
shed or even without any popular commotion, a 
government which had been established for 
more than three centuries was displaced, and & 
new one erected on its basis. 

The Marquis of Selva Alegre arrived on the 
morning of the tenths and was visited by the 
members of the new government, while the 
two ministers proceeded on their duty to place 
new officers and clerks in the secretary's office, 
and to take charge of the archives belonging to 
the royal audience. 

The character of Selva Alegre is almost in- 
definable. As a private man he was extremely 
kind and polite, having more of the polished 
courtier about him than might be supposed to 
exist in an individual born in what may be 
termed a sequestered country. Both in. his 
toi;vn and country house a great de^ of taste 
and splendour were exhibited, in a manner 
somewhat uncommon at Quito ; yet neither his 
income nor his popularity could in any way be 
codipared to those of Miraflbres nor Solanda. 
As' a pliblic character Selva Alegre was \ex- 
tremely ' unfit ; wavering and tiinid, wishing 
rather to reconcile the two parties than to sup-s 
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l>ort either; iopd of show aod p%rade, hnt 
frightened Et bis owo ishadow^ m if it mocked 
bim. At the ga» of the people be would, like 
A peacock, baveaJJowed his gaady plumage t9 
fall to the gn^iiiid ; he would have endeanrostred 
to hide himself, or, as the most enthosia^tix^ 
Quitenos expressed themselves, '^ faif shoes did 
oot fit him." 

On the thirteeuith the new government vmted 
the church of the C^meu Ako^ the different 
members dressed ia their robes of ceremo&y; 
His Berejae Hi^^ess iu the fuU costume of the 
Order of Charles IIL« of wiiich be was a k^i^i 
the members of the junta in scarlet and black ; 
the two miAis^rs were distingiushed by large 
plumes in their hats ; the ciorporation, officera 
of the treasury, and otiber tribunals, m iimf 
old Spanish mniforms^ and the military in blw^ 
freed with white instead of red, as beretofone. ^ 
After the thirteenth of August, anarcfay he^ 
gaa to pns^ide at all the meetings of the jimta^i 
Morales iosisted on a r^orm in the r^egulatitma 
of the tribunals; Qmroga, that preparatiofi* 
ofleasive and defensiv^e against the noi^hbouriag 
porovinces whdch did not follow the example of 
Quito should be made ; Selva AJegce and the 
members wished that every thing might remwik 
M it was. JHowcfvef the army^^as inere^sed^^ 
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and detachments sent to Guallabamba against 
the Pastusos, and to Huaranda, to prevent an 
invasion by the Guaj'aquilenos. The people 
began to shew marks of discontent, particularly 
dreading a scarcity of salt, which article was 
procured from Gxiayaquil. The governor of 
Guayaquil first threatened to invade the pror 
vinces, next the Viceroy of Santa F6, and lastly 
the Viceroy of Peru. Advices arrived that 
troops from these different quarters were abso- 
lutely on their march, and to complete the 
consternation of the people, the Count Ruis , 
retired from his palace into the country, to a 
small quinta, or country seat, two leagues from 
the city, where he remained, till on the night of 
the eighth of November a deputation, from the 
sovereign junta waited on him with proposals 
for his reinstatement in the presidency, to which 
he acceded. On the part of the president the 
condition was, that the members of the junta 
should retire to their respective homes, and 
become quiet citizens, as before the tenth of 
Aiigust ; and on the part of the junta, that what 
had passed should be referred to ^ the central 
junta in Spain, and that no prosecution should 
take place against them until the resolution of 
the representative authority of Spain should be 
inown. These simple preliminaries being 
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agreed to, his excellency the Count Ruis entered 
Quito on the following morning, and was re- 
ceived with the most enthusiastic demonstrations 
of joy ; the inhabitants and the members of the 
ex-junta presented themselves, and made a. 
tender of their several titles, which were ac- 
cepted by the president, and with all the acts 
and other papers belonging to the intrusive 
government^ as it was stiled, were ordered to 
be burnt ; but Arrechaga, instead of obeying 
the order given to him, kept them with the most 
depraved intention for the most execrable pur- 
poses. 

On the second of December the auxiliary 
troops arrived from Lima and Guayaquil, com- 
posed of five hundred infantry, and fifty artillery 
men, under the command of Colonel Arredonda. 
The inhabitants of Quito, relying on the fulfil- 
ment of the conditions agreed to by the Count 
Huis, erected triumphal arches to receive them, 
and strewed flowers along the streets as they 
passed ; but scarcely had they taken quiet pos- 
session of the city, and disbanded the native 
troops, than Arrechaga, who had been appointed 
fiscal on the death of Yriarte, advised Arre- 
donda to solicit of the president an order for 
the apprehension of all persons who had taken 
an active part in the late revolt, grounding his 
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solieitude on the law of power, that good faith 
ought not to be kept with traitors. The count 
bad the weakness to accede to the request of 
Arredonda, and an order was immediately issued 
commanding Don Manuel Arredonda, Colonel 
of Infantry, and Commandant of the Pacifying 
Troops, tropas padficadoraSf to arrest all the 
persons who had been concerned in the late 
vebellion,. the names of whom were subminis^ 
tered by Arrecfaaga, and on the twelfth of 
Deceiinber upwards of fifty of the most respect* 
able iahal>itaats of Quito were dragged from 
their homes, and immured in cells in the bar- 
tracks. Judge Fuertes Amar was again appointed 
to form the proeeso criminal. Every succeeding 
day brought new victims to the prison, for not 
only those who had taken an active part in the 
afikir were apprehended, but many individuals 
also to whom letters had been written by the 
insurgents; and some because they had not 
declajred themselves hostile to the revolutionary 
government ; however the Regent, Oidores, Fis- 
cals^ and otheir persons who had remained 
ineater, aod some Spaniards in office who had 
kept their places during the administration of 
the junta, were not included in the number; 
but the BidK>p> who, being an American, was^ 
inckf&d in the list of insurgents, and accused 
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of having connived at the treason of his flock, 
because he did not anathematize them, interdict 
the places of public worship, and sentence to 
everlasting torments all schismatics to royalty 
and passive obedience. 

Two hundred more soldiers arrived from 

Santa F6 de Bogotd, and brought with them 

a greater security to the ministers of despotism, 

and the whole of the provinces of Quito groaned 

under their tyranny. Many of the most 

wealthy inhabitants fled to their estates in the 

country, and many, although totally uncon* 

riected with the affairs of the junta, were 

afraid of being swept away by the torrent of 

persecution. Among those who fortunately 

absconded, and eluded the vigilance of the 

government, was the Marquis of Selva Alegre : 

the Marquis of Miraflores died of grief in his 

own house, and a guard of soldiers was placed 

over him even till he was interred. 

Not content with imprisoning those persons 
who might be termed the ringleaders, the sol- 
diers were taken into custody, and placed in a 
separate prison, called the presidio. This 
alarmed the lower classes,who began to steal into 
the country, and seek in the mountains and' 
woods an asylum against the systematic perse-' 
cution that now pervaded the miserable hut of 
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the labourer as weU as the residence of his em- 
ployer—the cabin of the indigent as well as th^ 
mansion of the wealthy. Provisions became, 
daily more scarce in the city, the soldiery in the 
same ratio became more insolent, when, to 
crown the state of desperation among all 
classes of the inhabitants, except the natives 
of Spain who resided here, the examination of 
the prisoners was concluded, and the vista 
Jisml was drawn up. This horrible production, 
worthy of its author, Arrechaga, divided the 
prisoners into three classes, but sentenced them 
all to death : their number was eighty-four, 
including the prisoners and the absent, who 
were outlawed ; even the Bishop was not ex- 
cluded, aldiough, according to the laws of 
Spain, he could only be tried by the council of 
Castile. Distress, affliction, and grief now 
reigned triumphant: mothers, wives, and daugh- 
ters filled tihe air with their cries for mercy on 
their sons, their husbands, and their brothers, 
who had been torn from them and immured in 
dungeons, where they were not allowed to 
visit them; and who lay under sentence of 
an ignominious death, no hopes being left, ex- 
cept that the president would not confirm the^ 
sentence, and in this hope they were :iot 
deceived. 
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Whea the proceso was coi^ciaded, and re- 
quired no more than, the veto of the president, 
it was presented to him; btrt instead of con- 
curring in the opinion of the fiscal, and giving 
way to the entreaties of Cokmel Arredonda, he 
ordered the papers to remain in his cabinet. 
The agitation of the old count was now trul^r 
distressing^ and he frequently said to me, , that 
he would prefer signing his own deadi-warrant 
to ihe sacn&dng of so many deluded victims, 
the greater part of whom had only committed* 
an error of judgment, founded, perhaps, on a 
mistaken sense of loyalty ; at last he deter- 
mined to refer the case for revision to the Vice- 
ray of Santa F^, to the inconceivable chagrins 
of Fuertes, Arrechaga, and Anedonda, who 
all founded their hopes of preferment in Spadn 
on the execution of the prisoners, who hadbeen^ 
denoiimiated traitors^ 

The Count Buis was at this ftiine eiglrty* 
four years of age ; he had resided in America 
upwards of fnrty;. first in the capacity of 
Corregidoc of Oruro, then of Governor Inten- 
dent of Huancavilica, afterwards as President 
of Cuscd, aoid lastly of Quito.. When at Huan- 
cavilica lie commanded the troops^ in 1780^ 
against the unfortuimte Tupac Umaru, who wa» 
taken prisoner, and quartered alive in the {^aaa^ 
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mayor ni Cvlbco, by being tied to four yvM colts, 
which were driven to the four opposite angles 
of the square. 

When President of Cusco, the unhappy 
victims of Spanish jealousy and cruelty, Ubal- 
de and Ugarte, in 1 790, were executed on an 
ex*parte evidence. This proceso was conducted 
by the Oidor Berriosabsd, afterwards Oount of 
San Juan and Marquis of Casa Palma, and who 
was afterwards, in 1821, proscribed in Lima by 
*San Martin. The Count Ruis as a piivaite kidi- 
Tidual was remarkably kind and famUiar, and 
excessively charitable : in his public capacity 
he was too easily overruled, especially by 
|)ersons in authority under him, and when 
•ke could be induced to believe them to be 
actuated by motives of justice; but he was 
obstinate in the greatest degree if he once su»- 
fiected their integrity. The court of Spain was 
so well convinced of the virtuous character of 
this nobleman, that in 1795 a royal order was 
issued inhibiting him from a residenciary inves- 
tigation at the expiration of his first govemmeot 
^Cusco : an honour which I believe was never 
jconferred on any other governor in the Spanish 
colonies. 

The Oidor Don Felipe Fuertes Amar was 
Temarkably timid, in fact he was a complete 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 TRAVELS IN 

coward, and this weakness brought him to the 
gallows, during a commotion of the indiahs in 
1810. 

The Fiscal Don Tomas Arrechaga was a 
native of Oruro, said to be the offspring of a 
friar of San Juan de Dios and a mestisa of 
Oruro. The Count Ruis took him when a boy 
under his protection, educated him, and brought 
him to Quito to establish him in the profession 
of the law, which he had studied. Arrechaga 
was brutal in his looks, his manners, and his 
actions ; he was possessed of all the subtle 
cruelty peculiar to the caste of chinos, which is 
a mixture of African and indian blood : his 
mother w£^s of the latter race, and his father 
was not entirely exempt from the former. Ar* 
rechaga would have waded through the blood of 
his countrymen to secure promotion ; and from 
the first discovery of the country this had 
been too often the means of obtaining it. 

Don Manuel Arredonda was the son of the 
Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, and nephew to the 
Regent of the Royal Audience of Lima ; he was 
in search of reputation, fame, and promotion-r— 
hot in the cannon's mouth — ^no, for indeed he 
was the original fop described by Hotspur, he 
was effeminate, proud and cruel, the general 
qualifications of a coward soldier; an imperious 
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tyrant when in prosperity, but the most abject 
of all wretches when in adversity. 

The person chosen to convey to Santa F6 
the whole of the proceso was Dr. San Miguel, a 
young advocate who had become the constant 
companion to Arrechaga. Not less than six 
reams of written paper formed the important 
charge, for the safety of which a piquet of. horse 
was ordered to escort San Miguel as far as 
Pasto, lest some of the outlaws might surprize 
him on the road. The prisoners expected no 
favour at the hands of the Viceroy, because he 
was the uncle of the Oidor Fuertes who had 
tried them. It was natural to suppose that he 
would not extend his mercy against what he 
would consider the justice of the law as ex- 
pounded by his nephew; for, 'although it 
may appear very strange in England, that the 
inclinations of persons in such elevated situa- 
tions should be biassed by personal interest, this 
was too frequently the case in South America. 
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CHAPTEB II. 

Second Revdntioa at Quito* Maanuane of the Pri«oiien.^.«.€reiienI Meifm|f 

)ieId......Sp9ius^ Troops leave Quito^ RevohitkiD at Santa PI.m.«.. 

Arrival of Don Cark» Mootiiftr at Quito Arredonda invades Quito. 

Arrives at Haaranda......FIies fimn Moatn&r nHoches towanlaCnsacv 

<«....De6i9ts frpm attacking the City.,, m, Returns to Quito My Appoint* 

ment to Esmeraldas Captnre and Escape General Montes enters 

QaaU> Death of Monttftr Quito taken by^General fincra. 

After the departure of San Miguel for Santa 
F^ many of the soldiers who had belonged to 
the insurgent army returned to the city^ sup-^ 
posing that the prosecution bad closed ; but 
they were apprehqpded, and sent to the presidio* 
Several individuals also who came from different 
parts of the country were apprehended oo 
suspicion, and^ although they were liberated 
after examination, the alarm flew from one 
place to another, so that none would bring their 
produce to market, and a consequent dearth of 
provisions began to be experienced in the city^ 
This, instead of producing conciliatory measures 
for procuring them, enraged the Spanish sol- 
diers, who committed several depredations, and 
the injured individuals through fear abstained 
from complaining to the officers, or if they 
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Yentered to do it, tbey were insulted with th9 
epithets of rebels, insurgentSi and traitors. 
Thus the evil increased daily till the second of 
August, 1810, when some of the soldiers con*^ 
fined in the presidio surprized the guards and 
deprifing them of their arms, and putting on 
their tmiforms^ ran to the barracks at one o'clock 
In the afternoon ; the disguise prevented all 
suspicion on their approach, and they succeeded 
in driving the sentry from his post at the doot, 
add securing the officer of the guard : at this 
moment a bell tvdB rung in the steeple of the 
e^thedral^ as an alarm : the officers who had 
just sat down to dinner in the palace rushed int0 
the plasa mayor, and observing a considerable 
degree of commotion at^e dooi'of the barracks 
fiot fifty yards from that of the palace, the 
guard was ordered to^ firfe on those at the bar- 
Yacks, which firing was returned by the oppo- 
Hitfe party. This lasted about ten minuted, 
when, atl beings silent, an officer ran to the bar- 
racks to inquire into the <iause of the disturb- 
ance ; on being informed of what had taken place, 
as well as that all was then safe, be returned 
with the report to his commandant, Arriedonda. 
An<>ther officer was immediately sent to inquire 
into the state of the prisoners, and he as briefly 
returned with the ncws> that they were all 
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dead; Some had been shot during the uproar by 
the sentries placed over them^ and many had 
been murdered by a zs^mbo boy, one of the 
cooks to the soldiers, who had entered their 
cells, and despatched them with an axe. Ter- 
ror and consternation for a moment were visible 
in the countenances of the president and 
officers, when, on a sudden, the Spanish soldier^ 
rushed from the barracks into the streets, shout- 
ing revenge ! revenge ! our captain is murdered. 
Scarcely was the alarm given, when the infuri- 
ated soldiers abandoned their posts, and run- 
ning up and down the streets, murdered every 
individual they met with, without distinction 
either of age or sex : the drums in diflferent 
parts of the city beat an advance, and murder 
and pillage raged in this horrid manner till 
three o'clock, all the officers standing on the 
esplanade of the palace, >yithout making any 
effort to check the massacre: at length, the 
soldiers having expended their stock of car- 
tridges began to return to the barracks, some 
of them so laden with plunder, that they had 
left their arms they knew not where. 

The number of prisoners confined in the 
cells, many of whom were secured with irons, 
and who fell a sacrifice to the insubordination of 
the soldiery, and the inibecility of the officers. 
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w4s seventy-two ; a clergymati of the name of 
Gastelo^ and ah individual of the name of Ro- 
mero, were the only prisoners that escaped, and 
they saved their lives by feigning to be dead; 
Morales, Quiroga> Hiofrio, and Salinas perished; 
but to the memory of these, and their fellow 
sufferers, the government of Venezuela ordered 
a day of mourning to be kept annually; thus 
paying to them the greatest possible respect ; 
they also afterwards determined to call them the 
piartyrs of Quito. In the streets of Quito about 
three hundred individuals perished, including 
seven of the Spanish soldiers, who were killed 
by some indian butchers, whom they had re- 
peatedly ibsulted. Such was the fury displayed 
by the pacifying troops^ that a party of them 
having met a captain in his uniform, who be- 
longed to the Guayaquil cavalry, a soldier seized 
the sword of his captain, and ran him through 
the body with it, laying him weltering in his 
gore not fifty yards from the door of the bar- 
rat^ks. 

No powers of language can describe the 
anxiety which this dreadful affair excited in the 
minds of the inhabitants, who, ignorant of the 
origin, considered it as an unprovoked slaughter 
of their countrymen, and consequently dreaded 
that it might be again repeated in the same 



4 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



so TRAVliS IM 

manner. Only five of the soldiers who left Ae 
ptesidio entered the barracks— Imd twenty en*- 
tered, they would doubtlessly have succeeded 
in liberating the prisoners ; but these were 
^murdered while those were engaged with the 
guard at the door. 

• The streets of the city were entirely de^ 
serted ; groups of people were scattered about 
on the neighbouring hills, looking wistfully at 
their apparently desolated town ; deasd bodies 
were strewed about the streets and squares^ 
and all was horror and dismay. During tha 
night the bodies of the prisoners were conveyed 
to the church of San Augstin^ and those that 
were murdered in the streets^ to the nearest 
churchers. The two succeeding days, the third 
and the foin^fh of August, the inhabitants kept 
within thei'T houses, and, extidpt the soidiers^ 
not an individual ventured info the streets. The 
government now began td fear th»t the whole of 
the provinces would rise en tfuisst; and as the 
news of the revolution at Caracas, which took 
filac^ on the i^ineteetith of April,^ 1810, had 
reaiched their ears, this, with their ignorance of 
what was passing in the imbiber cdimtry, except 
that Bonaparte had taken possession of Madrid^ 
snggested to^ them an e#art at reconciliation^ 
But without in the least reflecting on &eir own 
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basenesfi and treachery, ia having violated the 
conditions which had replaced the president in 
his authority, and thus branded themselves with 
the name which tbej most justly deserved^ that 
of infames traidores, infamous traitors. 

On the fifth an order was published for the 
heads of all the corporate bodies, officers, and 
principal inhabitants to meet at the palace, and 
resolve on such means as were most likely to 
restore peace, tranquillity, and confidence to the 
country. Accordingly the persons who were 
summoned met ; the president took the chair, 
having the Bishop on his right, and Cdonel 
Arredonda on his left, the Regent, oidores, 
fiscals, attorney-genera], and other officers and 
persons of distinction took their seats. The 
president rose, and in very few words ex« 
pressed his sorrow for what had happened, and 
his sincere wish to restore peace and unanimity 
among the people. The Bishop in a short 
speech answered, that he was afraid such wishes 
would never be fulfilled, until those persons 
who had advised his Excellency to forget his 
promises made to the people were removed 
from that part of the country. Arrechaga rose 
and observed, that his lordship recriminated 
on his conduct ; to which the prelate replied, 
that years and dignity precluded any recrimi^ 
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nation on Don Arrechaga from him. This de« 
bate induced the president to request, that 
Arrechaga would leave the hall, which request 
was reluctantly complied with ; although such 
a rebuff from the Bishop would only four days 
before that of the meeting have shewn him the 
way to a dungeon. 

Dr. Rodrigues, a secular priest, greatly 
revered for his wisdom and his virtue by all 
who knew him, rose from his seat, and, ad- 
vancing to the centre of the hall, delivered a 
most eloquent and animated speech, which 
lasted for more than an hour. He portrayed 
the character of the Quitenos in general, ex-, 
plained the causes of the late revolution with 
evangelical charity, and dwelt on the fatal 
results with the truest symptoms of grief, In 
such a manner, that, not through sympathy 
but sensibility, conviction, shame, and remorse, 
the big tear flowed down the cheeks of 
his hearers. He concluded by repeating what 
his prelate had said, and added further, that 
the people of Quito could no longer consi- 
der their lives and property secure, unless those 
individuals who had so lately forfeited their title 
of pacificators were removed from the country. 
" I allude," said he, " to the officers and troops ; 
t;hey have already made upwards of three hun^ 
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dred unoffending fellow-creatures, as faithful^ 
Christians and as loyal subjects as themselves,, 
the peaceful tenants of the grave, and, if not 
stopped in their career of slaughter, they will 
soon convert one of the most fruitful regions of 
the Spanish monarchy into a desert ; and future 
travellers, while execrating their memory, will 
exclaim, * here once stood Quito ! ' " 

Don Manuel Arredonda, trembling for his 
personal safety, now rose. He observed, that 
he was fully convinced the government of Quito 
ought to rely on the loyalty of the Quitenos, and 
allow him to retire with the troops under his 
command. This was immediately agreed to, 
and the act of the meeting having been drawn 
up, was signed by the President, the Bishop, 
the Commander of the troops, and several other 
members. Preparations for the evacuation , of 
the city immediately commenced, and the 
troops under the command of Arredonda began 
their march on the following morning, leaving 
the two hundred soldiers from Santa F^ and the 
government to the mercy of a populace driven 
almost to despair by their cruel and murderous 
conduct. 

A few days after the departure of Arredonda 
and the soldiers. Dr. San Miguel returned from 
Santa F6, bringing tidings of an insurrection 
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having taken place in that city. It commenced on 
the twenty-third of July, 1810, the^ay before the 
arrival of San Miguel with his cargo of papers. 
When he presented himself before the new 
authorities at Santa F^, he was commanded to 
repair to the plasa mayor with his papers, and 
here he was ordered to deliver them into the 
hands of the hangman, who immediately com- 
mitted them to the flames. Thus a trial was 
concluded, which, perhaps, in point of infamous 
intrigue was unparalleled in any age or nation ; 
and had the conductors of it suffered a similar 
fate at the same time, numbers of Americans 
would have had just cause to have been satis- 
fied. The return of San Miguel only served to 
throw the government of Quito into greater 
consternation, and the citizens who had lost their 
relatives or their friends on the second of Au- 
gust into deeper sorrow. 

The insurrection of Santa F6 was conducted, 
Uke that of Quito, without any bloodshed; the 
news of the commission conferred on Villavien^ 
cio by the central junta of Spain, to visit his 
native place, and to make any such alterations 
in the form of the government as might appear 
necessary for the preservation of the country, 
had arrived at Santa F6. The friends of this 
American wished to prepare a house for his 
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reception ; one of them begged the loan of a 
chandelier of a European Spaniard, who, cha- 
grined at the idea of a royal commission having 
been conferred on a colonist, insulted the bor- 
rower; this conduct produced an altercation 
between the parties, a mob collected at the 
door, the Spaniard attempted to drive the people 
away with threats and insults, which at last 
produced a* cry of CabUdo Abkrto! an open 
meeting at the City Hall. Scarcely had the shout 
been re-echoed by the mob, when it was ex- 
tended to every part of the city, and Cabildo 
Abierto became the watchword. Crowds of peo- 
ple flocked to the plasa mayor, the doors of the 
town hall were thrown open, and several indi-^ 
viduals, all natives, ranged themselves round 
the table. At this juncture some one advanced to 
the door, and asked the populace why they had 
collected in that manner, at this particular time? 
Some one answered, queremos gobiemo nuevo^fuera 
Espanoles! We want a new goverament— out 
with the Spaniards ! Narino was then sent to re- 
quest the presence of the Viceroy Amar, as preai;- 
defit of the meeting. His excellency refused ; a 
second message was sent, and met with the same 
reinsal: thisconduct exasperated the people, and 
the cry of fuera Espanoles f fuera chapetones ! 
again resounded from every quarter. A third 
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messenger was shortly after sent to inform Don 
Antonio Amar, that his functions^ with those of 
all European Spaniards in the government, had 
ceased. Amar now volunteered to go and pre- 
side at the meeting ; but he was told, that only 
his baston of command was requested ; this, 
after a little altercation, he delivered up. The 
new government took possession of the bar- 
racks, the park of artillery, and the govern- 
ment stores. The §x-viceroy and some of the 
ex-oidores were sent to Carthagena to be em- 
barked for Spain. In one day the change in 
the government was completed, and on the fol- 
lowing the people retired to their several homes 
and occupations in the most perfect order, after 
witnessing the public burning of the papers 
brought by San Miguel. 

In the month of September of the same 
year, Don Carlos Montufar, .son to; the out- 
lawed Marquis of Selva Alegre, who with several 
others had again presented himself publicly 
in Quito, arrived, bringing with him powers 
from the central junta of Spain, to establish 
such a government, or make such changes in 
the one existing, as might ensure the allegiance 
of the country to Ferdinand on his restoration. 
The joy which this arrival would have occasioned 
a short time before it took place was conside- 
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rably damped by the recollection of the second 
of August. However^ to support, and as it were 
to exculpate the conduct of the government 
with respect to the treatment of the unfortunate 
victims who had perished on that day, Montufar 
and his friends determined on re-establishing the 
junta. A meeting was convened at the hall of 
the university, at which the Count Ruis pre- 
sided ; the commission conferred on Montufar 
was read, and the formation of a junta pro- 
posed, which was immediately agreed to. The 
Count Ruis was nominated president, and the 
Marquis of Selva Alegre vice-president; the 
members for the city were elected by the five 
parishes, and those for the country by the 
parishes of the heads of the provinces. 

Don Carlos Montufar, desirous of preserving 
^ tranquillity, and maintaining a good understand- 
ing with the Viceroy of Peru in particular, 
immediately forwarded to his Excellency Don 
Jose de Abascal his original commission ; but 
the innovation was so great, and the decrease 
of Spanish authority so alarming to the Viceroy, 
that he returned the papers with an assurance, 
that he '^ should exert himself in the support 
of his own authority, and that of all the faithful 
subjects of the crown of Spain." This impru- 
dent and ill-timed answer, accompanied by 
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a knowledge of the present state of affairs in 
Santa F6 and Venezuela ; of the revolt of San 
Miguel and el Valle de los Dolores in Mexico^ 
which took place on the nineteenth of August ; 
of that of Buenos Ayres on the twenty-sixth 
of May, 1819; together with the condition 
of the mother country — distracted the atten- 
tion of the Spaniards, and first disseminated 
the whisper of Independence : a whisper which 
was confined to private conversations, and was 
heard only among the higher classes. 

Colonel Arredonda and his troops were at 
first ordered to remain at Guayaquil; but on 
the arrival of the news communicated by the 
newly-established government of Quito, he was 
commanded to invade the territory belonging to 
that jurisdiction, and to declare war against the 
newly-established authorities, as being traitors 
to the Crown of Spain. At the same time that 
Arredonda began his march, Montufar collected 
the armed force of Quito, began to discipline 
new troops, and proceeded with them to Rior 
bamba. Popayan and Pasto, under the influence 
of Samano the governor of the former place, 
declared their adherence to the old government, 
and avowed their intention of invading Quito to 
the northward, while Arredonda should at- 
tempt the same to the southward. A few 
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troops placed by Montufar at Guaitara pre- 
cluded all fear with regard to Samano, and 
Montufar waited at Riobamba the advance of 
Arredonda. 

A sentinel placed at an advanced post at the 
Ensillada was alarmed early one morning by a 
sudden report, caused by the ice on Chimboraso, 
which, when the rising sun first illumes it, some* 
times cracks with a tremendous report. Alarmed 
at what he heard, he abandotied his post, and 
communicated intelligence of the approach of 
Montufar with a train of artillery. Arredonda 
was now filled with the greatest possible con- 
sternation, and without waiting to inquire into 
the cause of the alarm, or to investigate the 
report, he mounted his horse, and fled : the 
officers and soldiers followed the example 
of their chief, and, leaving every thing behind 
them, placed their safety in their heels. Mon- 
tufar, being immediately apprised of what had 
passed at Huaranda, Arredonda's late head 
quarters, went and took possession of the 
abandoned stores, consisting of eight hundred 
muskets, six field-pieces, a quantity of ammu- 
nition, the military chest, and all the public as 
well as private pr4;)perty belonging to the tropas 
pacificadoras. 

The city of Cuenca declared its attachment 
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to the royal cause> as it now began to be called, 
in opposition to the insurgents, and Montufar, 
flushed with his good fortune at Huaranda, 
inarched towards that city ; the Bishop, Quin* 
tian Aponte, who with a crucifix in one hand 
and a sword in the other had marshalled the 
natives, and exhorted them with more than 
pastoral eloquence, fled on receiving advices 
that the insurgents were within ten leagues of 
the city, and left his flock at the mercy of the 
very man whom he had described the day be- 
fore as a ravenous wolf* 

In this state of aflFairs, when every thing 
seemed to promise success to the insurgents, a 
post arrived from Spain, bringing the news of 
the dissolution of the junta central, and the for- 
mation of a Regency and Cortes, and command- 
ing all his Majesty's faithful subjects to abjure 
the traitorous junta, and to take the oath of 
allegiance to the newly-constituted authorities. 
An order of the Regency commanded that every 
thing in the colonies should remain in the same 
state in which it might then be, until the Regency 
and the Cortes should decide. Carlos Montufar, 
on the receipt of this intelligence, communi- 
cated to him by the Viceroy of Peru, answered 
his excellency, that as a loyal subject, and 
trusting that the conduct of his excellency 
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would evmce equal loyalty and deference to the 
supreme order receiyed, he should imrne** 
diately retire to Quito with the troops under his 
command. 

A i^mall detachment of soldiers continued 
on the heights of Guaitara* and every thing in 
Quito remained tranquil until the middle of 
November, when General Molina arrived at 
Cuenca, and, by the order of the Viceroy Ahas*^ 
cal, peremptorily insisted on the dissolution of 
the junta, which was objected to. Captain 
Villavicepcio arrived from Guayaquil to treat 
with the government on the proposals made by 
General Molina, and such was the spirit oi 
party^and the dread of again being oppressed 
by pacifying troops, that on the arrival of ViUa* 
Ticettcio, ia woman, named Salinas, a servant to 
Captiun Salinas, who was murdered on the 
second of August, collected a body of females^ 
who armed themselves with lances, and escorted 
Viliavicencio to the house prepared for hinu 
where they remained on guard till he quitted 
the city* Nothing could be more ridiculous 
than the appearance of this naval hero when be 
had to attend the meeting of the junta, marching 
along the street with an Amazonian guard, 
composed of twenty -five females with, knees, 
who conducted him to and from the bslL 
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^ During the time that Montufar was absent 
from the city with the troops, several popular 
commotions took place, particularly of the in- 
dians ; these were principally excited by a native 
of the name of Pena, who had had a son slain in 
the massacre of the second of August. During 
this time, the Oidor Fuertes and the post- 
master-general attempted to escape, with an 
intention of proceeding down the M aranon, but 
they were seized by the indians, brought back 
to Quito, and before the respectable part of 
the inhabitants could relieve them from the 
danger. in which they were placed, the indians 
erected a temporary gibbet in the plasa inayor^ 
and hanged them : being in the street" myself; 
the indians seized ine also, and were hurrying 
me along towards the place of execution, but*I 
was providentially rescued by the interference 
of an old, clergyman, to whom I was known, 
and to whom I undoubtedly owe the preserva- 
tion of my existence. 

The adherence of Popayan and Paste to the 
Spanish governors precluded all communication 
between Quito and Santa F6, Venezuela, and 
other places. The junta determined to open a 
communication by the coast with Cali and Buga, 
and also with those parts of the country which 
had established the same form of government as 
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themselves. Owing to the knowledge which 
I.had acquired of the coast, the title of gover- 
nor pf Esnieraldas, and military, commander of 
the coast, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel 
of artillery was conferred; on. me; and on the 
jSfth of December I left Quito, with fifty soldiers, 
tpok .possession of my command, opened the 
communication, and secured the dep6t of arms 
.belonging to the Spaniards at Tumaco. 

During my residence on the coast of Esme- 
raldas; nothing particular occurred in the capital, 
except preparations for defence : General Mot 
jina died at Cuenca, and the Bishop of Cuenca 
at Guayaquil. Aymerich, the governor of Po- 
payan, solicited a brig of war, which was 
sent by the governor of Guayaquil; with this 
assistance Esmeraldas was invaded, and I was 
taken prisoner in May, 1811; but with the 
permission of Captain Ramires I made my 
escape from the brig. Don Toribio Montes was 
appointed by the Regency president of Quito, 
and immediately took the command of the 
troops stationed at Guayaquil and Cuenca, and 
began his march on Quito. The president^ 
Count Ruis, retired to a small convent in the 
suburbs of Quito ; but a popular commotion of 
the indians in the city occurred, a party of 
them went to the convent and dragged the vene- 
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rable good old m^n into the street, where they 
murdered him. Montes had a few s&innisheft 
with the Quitenos ; but he entered the city, and 
caused several of the principal individuals who 
had been concerned in the late transactions to 
be put to death. Among these was Don Carlos 
MoDtufkr, who, being sentenced as a traitor, 
was shot through the back, his heart taken out 
and burnt. Some of the indians who had been 
the ringleaders in the death of the Count Ruis 
were hanged, and their heads placed in iron 
cages in different parts of the city, where they 
remained until taken down by order of General 
Sucre. 

From the year 1811 Quito continued to be 
governed by the Spanish authorities, till May, 
1822, when General Sucre entered by force of 
arms, and at that time it became a part of the 
republic of Colombia. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOOTH AMERtCA. 



CHAPTER III. 



State of Lima in 18U^..-Caii8titiitioB proclaimed Some Effects of...., 

MTishee of the Idhsbftlttts eTLiM...... Manifest fX VedesMla. 



Ok my arriTal in Lima I found the same spirit of 
revolutionary principles disseminated among all 
rankd of Creoles, excepting some few individuals 
who possessed lucrative employments under the 
government. The Viceroy Abascal endeavoured 
to check the spirit of rebellion by the mildest 
measures possible, avoiding all acts of persecu-* 
tion; he established a regiment, called de la 
Concordia, of concord, from the respectable 
inhabitants of the city, constituted himself the 
colonel bf it, and nominated the officers from 
among the more leading individuals, whether 
Spaniards or Creoles : this for a short time lulled 
the spirit of insurrection. The victory of Gua* 
qui, gained by General Goyoneche over the 
army of Buenos Ay res, was welcomed with 
feasts and rejoicings ; but the scarcity of wheats 
the potts of Chile being closed, began to be 
very apparent. 

In 1812 the constitutional government was^ 
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proclaimed; and copies of the constitution of 
the Spanish monarchy were the only books that 
were read» consulted, and studied by all classes. 
The formation of a constitutional corporation, ca- 
bildo, and the election of constitutional alcaldes, 
caused some uproar in the city ; but the mea- 
sures became alarming to the Spaniards when 
the election of deputies for the cortes took place. 
The Spaniards, accustomed to consider the na- 
tives as. inferiors, and almost as intruders in 
their own country, had now to brook their conr 
tempt in return, to bear with thieir opposition, 
and sometimes with their reproaches. The poll 
was conducted in the patio, or. principal cloister 
of the convent of La Merced ; several collegians 
of San Carlos placed, themselves on the hus- 
tings, and, according to the Ley de Partido, no 
native of Spain is permitted to reside in the 
colonies without, a special license of the Casa 
de Contratacion of Seyille, or in the employ of 
the government, and the latter were declared 
by the constitution, tit. 2, cap, iv. art. 24, to have 
no vate^Tlius as no Spaniards in Lima could 
produce a license, or passport, they were not 
allowed to vote ; and. this excited in them the 
most -frantic rage and chagrin. One Spaniard 
presented himself with his passport, and in- 
sultingly advanced towards the hustings to vote; 
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but one of the collegians, looking over the paper; 
found that the voter was a native of the Canary 
Islands, which being African islands, and all 
Africans, or descendants of' Africans, being 
declared by art. 22, tit. 2, cap. i v. of the constitu- 
tion, as not having an elective vote, unless they 
had obtained a letter of denizenship from the 
cortes, he was obliged to retire amid the shouts 
of the Creoles, and the curses against the cortes 
of the Spaniards. 

Nothing could possibly be naore favourable 
%Q the colonies than the publication of a consti- 
tutional form! of government, anid . the liberty of 
the press, as it was sanctioned by the cortes* 
The restrictions were such as would have pro- 
duced a clamour in England, but to a slave aii 
hour of rest is an hour of peTfect freedom, and 
to men whose pens had been chained by politi* 
cal trammels and inquisitorial anathenras, "u 
relief from such restrictions was hailed as'ati 
absolute immunity. Those colonies that still 
remained faithful to the mother country had 
an opportunity of reading the periodical papers, 
, a thing unknown at this time, unless* we except 
the government gazette ; and although such 
news as was unfavourable to the Spanish sys- 
tem did not appear in print, yet the barefaced 
falsehoods of the old ministerial paper v^ere 
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checked in their eJca^gerationsi by the ap^ 
pearance of authentic mtelligence in the netr 
papers, and the public were informed of such 
facts as had taken place : they were apprised of 
the establishment of repnblican governments in 
Mexico, Colombia, Buenos Ayres , and Ghile-*^ 
facts that would have been disguised by th^ 
old ei^ablished authorities, and the people 
would have been stigmatized by the name of 
banditti, of discontented indians, a gang of 
traitors, or a horde of highwaymen and free- 
booters. 

The inhabitants of Lima wished for a change 
in their form of government as ardently perhaps 
as those of any other part of America ; and foi" 
not having established one, they hare been 
considered by many as a race of effeminate 
listless cowards, and have been reported as 
such-^but most undeservedly. Although in a 
cause adverse to their own interest, for many 
years they sustained the brunt of the war against 
all the forces that could be brought to the field 
by those whom they were taught to consider 
QB enemies, Soldiers are instructed by the pre^ 
cept^andthe examples of their commanders, and 
rarely reflect on whatis right or wrong; otherwise 
history would not present us with such number^ 
less instances of armed forces acting in open 
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hostility against their very homes, their friends, 
and their parents ; wherever a city is garrisoned 
by a military force, jthe inhabitants as well as 
the soldiers must submit to the will of the com- 
manders. Such was the state of Lima : many of 
the soldiers it is true were Limenos, but many 
were from different parts of Peru, and nearly 
the whole of the officers, were Spaniards, and 
those who were not were under the suspicious 
eye of jealous masters. 

At first, the several provinces that revolted, 
and which had established new governments, 
most solemnly declared, that it was not their 
intention to separate from the crown of Spain, 
but to govern themselves in such a manner as 
would secure to that crown the possessionof Ame- 
rica. The Regency of Spain, however, invested 
with the authority to govern, the peninsula,^ 
insisted on the prerogative of governing the^ 
American colonies, forgetting that the famous 
grant of America made by Pope Alexander VI. 
annexed America to the crowns of Castile and 
Arragon, and not to the nation nor to any re- 
presentative body belonging to that nationJ^ 
Every individual that was apprehended during 
the first years of commotion was treated as^ 
a traitor. At Quito the words '' constituted 
authorities" contained in the oath which was 
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adminifiitered y/'exii converted into high tretusoo^ 
and there is no doubt but Arrechaga would have 
solicited the sentence of capital punishment oa 
all those who had tak^n it^ had not their num- 
ber included many of his friends. 

Def^larations of independence^ and manifestos 
containing the motives fpi: at once separating 
from the mother country^ now began to circulate 
among the natives of Peru ; and although some 
of them contained exaggerations^ and the govern- 
ment of Lima became possessed of copies of 
them^ yet such was the apathy or the timicUty 
of the chiefs^ that no attempt at refutation waa 
ever made, The following are translations of 
papers from Venezuela, which fully express all. 
the grievances of which the I{ispano- Americans 
qprnplained. They were drawn up for the pur- 
pose of instilling into the mind^ of their coun- 
trymen a determination to shake off those, 
grievances, and to convince the world at large 
that the insurrection of the Spanish colonies had 
become a matter of necessity and not of choice : 
" Manifesto made to the world by the con^ 
federation of Venezuela in South America, of 
the reasons on which it founds its absQlute ii^de* 
pendence of Spain* and of every other foreign^ 
power. Done by the general Congress pf the. 
United States* and ordered to be published* 
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^'SpaniBh America, condemned for more 
than three centuries to exist only for the pur- 
pose of increasing the political preponderance 
of Spain^ without the least influence in^ or par^ 
ticipation of her greatness, would, according 
to the order of events in which she had no 
other part than that of sufferance, have beeii 
the victim and the sacrifice of the disorder, 
corruption, and conquest, which have disor- 
ganized the nation her conqueror, if the instinct 
of self-preservation had not dictated to the 
Americans, that the moment of action had 
arrived, and that it was time to reap the 
fruits of three centuries of patience and for- 
bearance. 

" If the discovery of the new world was t6 
the human race an occurrence highly interesting, 
the regeneration of this same world, degraded 
from Uiat period by oppression and servitude, 
will not be less so. America, raising herself 
from the dust, and throwing off her chaios with^ 
out passing through the political gradations o{ 
otber countries, will in her turn triumph over 
tbe v^orld, without deluging it in blood, with- 
out ensiating it, without brutifying it. A re- 
volution most useAil to mankind will be that of 
America, when she shall constitute her own 
liidioritied and govern herself, opening her 
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arms to receive those people of Europe who 
may be trampled on by policy, wish to fly from 
the evils of war, or escape the persecution and 
the fury of party. The inhabitants of one he- 
misphere will then cross the ocean to the other 
in search of peace and tranquillity ; not with 
the lust nor perfidy of c6nquest, like the heroes of 
the sixteenth century-^as friends, not as tyrants : 
as men willing to obey, not as lords to command 
— ^not to destroy, but to save— not as ravenous 
tigers, but as human beings, who, horror-struck 
at the account of our past misfortunes, were 
taught to estimate them by their oWn — ^who will 
not convert their reason into a spirit of blind 
persecution, nor wish to stain our annals with 
blood and misery. Then shall navigation, 'geo- 
graphy, astronomy, industry, and trade per- 
fected by the discovery of America, though 
until now the source of her debasement, be 
converted into the means of accelerating, 
consolidating, and making more perfect the 
happiness of the two worlds- 

"This is not a flattering dream, but the 
homage of reason to prudence, whose ineffable 
wisdom designed that onie part of the human 
race should not groan under the tyranny of 
another ; consequently, the great fiat of what 
should precede the dissolution of the world 
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could not take place before one part of its 

inhabitants had enjoyed their inherent rights. 

Every thing has long been preparing for this 

epoch of felicity and consolation. In Europe 

the shodk and the fermentation of opinions, the 

contempt and the inversion of the laws ; the 

profanation of those bonds which ought to have 

held states together ; Ute luxury of courts, the 

cessation of industry, the consequent unparo* 

ductiveness of lands, the oppression of virtue, 

and the triumph of vice accelerated the progress 

of evil in one world, while the increase of 

population in America, of the wants of. foreign 

countries dependent on her, the development 

of agriculture in a new and fertile soil, the 

germ of industry under a beneficent climate, 

the elements of science under a privileged or* 

ganization, the means of a rich and prosperous 

trade, and the strength of a political adoles-* 

cence, all, all contributed to accelerate the 

progress of good in the other. . . > 

'^ Such ^ was the advantageous alternative 
that enslaved America presented to her mistress, 
Spain, on the other side of the .ocean, when 
oppressed by the weight of every evit and 
undermined by every principle destructive to 
society, America called upon her to ease he[r of 
her chains that she migbt fly to her succour. 
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Fbrtunately prejudice tHamphed, the genius of 
evil and disorder seized on the government, 
goaded pride usurped the seat of prudence ; 
ambition triumphed over liberality, and substi- 
tuting deceit and perfidy for generosity and 
integrity, those very arms were turned against 
us which we ourselves used when impelled by 
fidelity and good faith ; we taught Spain herself 
the way to resist her enemies, under the banners 
of a presuming king, unfit to reign, and void 
of all title except the generous compassion of 
the people and his own misfortunes. 

" Venezuela was the first in the new world 
to pledge to Spain that generous aid which she 
considered as a necessary homage ; Venezuela 
w*B the first to pour the consoling balm of 
friendship and fraternity into her wounds when 
afflicted ; Venezuela was the first that knew the 
disorders which threatened the destruction of 
Spuin; she was the first to provide for het own 
safety, without severing the bonds that linked 
her to the mother country ; the first to feel the 
effects of her ambitious ingratitude ; she was the 
fir^ on whom war was declared by her brethren ; 
and she is now the first to recover and declare 
her independence and civil dignity in the neW 
world. In order to justify this measure of ne- 
cessity and of justice, she considers it an in- 
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QuwbeBt 4uty to pr*»§ot to the i»iY»se Ik* 
re^spsis which hav^ urged her to the »ne» tlmt 
her honour a»d priaciples m^y uot be doubted, 
nor eudaugered wheu she comes to fill the high, 
raok which Providence re^tor^fii her to. 

^' All those peisQn3 who are aware of our 
determiuatipus kuow what was our fate previout 
to the late iuversion of things, which alqne diet-^ 
solved our ^gagexuents with Spaio, evei^ grants 
ing that these were legal aud equitable. It 
would be superfluous to pi:ese&t again to imfor'^ 
tial Europe the tnUffortunes and vexatious shft 
has so often bad cause to lament, at a time 
when we were not ajlow^ to do so ; neither ia 
it nyecessary to. agsert the injustioe of our den 
pendance wd degradation, when every nation haat 
viewed as. an insult to political equity, that 
" Spain unpeopled, qorrupted, and pjuaged intm 
a state of sloth and indolence by the measurea 
of a despotic government, should huve exolu* 
sively usurped feom the industry and activity 
of ^e rest of the continent, the precious and 
incalculable resources of a world constituted in 
the fief and monopoly of a small portion of the 
others 

*' The interest of Europe cannot oppose the 
Ubeity of one quarter of the globe, which now 
diftcoirers itself to the interest of the other 
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three; yet a mere peninsula is found to oppose 
the interests of its government to those of its 
nation, in order to raise the. old hemisphere 
against the new one, since the impossibility of 
oppressing it alone for any longer period is now 
visible. In H>pposition to these endeavours, 
more fatal to our tranquillity than to our pro« 
sperity, we will disclose to theworid the causes 
which operated on our conduct on the fifteenth 
of July, 1808, and the acts that have wrested 
from us the resolutions of the nineteenth of 
April, 1810, and of the fifth of July, 1811. 
These three epochs will form the first period of 
the glories of regenerated Venezuela, when the 
impartial pen of history shall record the first 
lines of the political existence of South America.: 
'' Our manifests and public papers testified 
almost all the reasons that influenced our resp* 
lutions, as well as bur designs, and all the just 
and decorous means^ that were employed to realize 
them ; it might be supposed that an; exact and 
impartial comparison of our conduct with that 
of the late governments of Spain would of 
itself suffice to justify not only our moderation^ 
not only our measures of security, not only our 
independence, but also even the declaration of 
an Mirreconcilable enmity to those who di-^ . 
rectly or indirectly have contributed to the 
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UDiiatural sy^stem now adopted against us. No- 
thing in truth should we have to do if good 
faith had been the spring of aotiop, used by 
the partisans of oppression against liberty ; but^ 
as the last an^ysis of our misfortunes, we can- 
not extricate ourselves from the condition of 
slaves .without being branded with the disgrace- 
ful epithets of ungrateful rebels. Let those 
therefore listen and judge us who have no part 
in our misfortunes^ and who are now desirous 
pf having none in our disputes, in order not to 
augment the prejudi^s.of our enemies, and let 
^ ^hem not Ipse sight of the solemn act of our 
just, necessary, and modest jemancipation. 

''.Caracas was apprised of the scandalous 
scenes which took place at the Escurial and 
Aranjues at a time when she was already coor 
vinced of what were her rights, and the state 
in which they were placed by those extraordinary 
occurrences ; but the h^bit of obedience on the 
one hand, the apathy that despotism had pro^ 
ducfid on the qther, and in fine our fidelity and 
good. faith, were at tli^t moment paramount to 
eyery other feeling. After the communication 
of Murat, the kingly substitute of Joseph Bona- 
parte, had reached the capital of the monarchy, 
the authorities did not even hesitate respecting 

the reception of it, the people only thought of 
VOL. ixr. I 
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being faithful^ consistent, and generous^ with- 
out premeditating on the evils to which this 
noble and gallant conduct would expose them. 
Without any other view than that of honour, 
Venezuela refused to follow the opinions of the 
leading characters in Madrid, some of whom, 
in support of the orders of the French Regent 
of the kingdom, exacted of us the oath of alle- 
giance to the new king ; others declared and 
published that Spain had received a new ex- 
istence since her old authorities abandoned her, 
since the cession made by the Bourbons and 
the entrance of the new dynasty; that they 
had recovered their absolute independence and 
liberty, and that they offered the same alluring 
terms to the Americans, who by the same means 
might procure the same rights. But the first 
step we took for our own security convinced the 
junta central that there was something in us 
besides habits and prejudices, and they began 
to change their tune respecting liberality and 
sincerity ; they perfidiously adopted t^e talis- 
man Ferdinand at first practised in good faith ; 
they suppressed, but with cunning and suavity, 
the plain and legal project of Caracas in 1808 
to form a junta, and to imitate the representa- 
tive system of the governments of Spain ; and 
they began to set up a new species of despotism 
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tinder the factitious name of a king, acknow- 
ledged only from a principle of generosity, and 
destined to oppress and tyrannise us by those 
who had usurped the sovereignty. 

" New governors and judges initiated in the 
new system projected by Spain against America, 
decided in the support of it at our expense, 
and provided with instructions for even the last 
political change which might occur in the other 
hemisphere, were the consequences resulting 
from the surprize that our unparalleled and 
unexpected generosity caused to the central 
junta. Ambiguity, artifice, and disorder were the 
springs employed to keep in motion this short- 
lived administration : as they saw their empire 
exposed and tottering, they wished to gain in 
one day what had enriched their ancestors for 
many years ; and as their authority was backed 
by that of their parasites, all their endeavours 
were directed to the support of each other 
under the shadow of our illusion and good 
faith. No statute or law against these plans 
was effective ; and every measure that favour- 
ed the new system of political freemasonry 
was to have the force of law, however opposed 
it might be to the principle of equity and 
justice. After the declaration of the Captain- 
general Empdran made to the audiencia^ that in 
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Caracas there was no otheF kw nor will but- 
bis own, and this fully demonstrated in sevef id 
arbitrary acts and excesises, sueh as plating on. 
the bench of the judge the King's acc<iser-g6- 
A^tul; interceptmg and opening the papers 
sent by Don Pedro Goiisales Ortega to the 
central junta; expulsing from tbe province^: 
this same public functionary, as well as the. 
eaptain, Don Francisco Rodrigues, and the 
assessor of the consulate, Don Miguel Jose S^asi, 
Who \^ere all embarked for Cadk or Porto Bmq, 
as well as sentencing to labour in the publico 
works without any previous form of trial a con- 
siderable number of men, who were draggfed 
from their homes under the epithet of vagrants; 
revoking and suspending the resolutions of the: 
royal audience, when they were according to 
his caprice and abscdute will, after naming a 
recorder without the consent of the corpora-, 
tion ; creating and causing the assessor to ba^ 
received without either title or atithority for the: 
samcy after he had supported his pride aiad 
his ignoraiiice in every exdess; after m^iy- 
scandalous disputes between the audience and^ 
the corporation, and after all the law characters 
had been reconciled to the plan of these des- 
pots, in t>rder that these might be more iniex- 
piignable to us, it was agreed to orgatn^ and 
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tenry info effedt the frojttt of ei^i<Miage and 
dupDcity^ 

'' Of idl this there f ewadM airtkeMic teisrtiftiony 
in our archives, noiwithMOttK^g the tigikincd 
with which these were examfaed by the friendt 
of the kte authorities^ : there igf^sts im jCuenca 
aft ordeif of the Spamdh goirernment to eiEcitig 
discord aah<»% the nobles and anioi^ the Sfftt* 
tet branches of Anierieatt famiiied. There are 
besides many written and well-known docu- 
inente of corrtpiion^ gambling, and Kberlinism 
|>ronK)ted by Otrevaara, for the pttrpofse of de- 
moralizing the country ; and no one can evef 
ibrget the colkision^ snd suboffifitigs publicly 
used bythejudgesy aind proved itt the act of 
their residencia. 

*^ Under these auspibes the d^feati^ aind itti^- 
fof tunes of the 3paiii^ armies were concealed. 
Pompous and imaghiary triumphs over the 
Frem^ on the peninsultK were forged and an- 
aouniied ; tiHe streets were Ordered to be illuHii^ 
nadedy gun^^owdet ^ais wasted in salutes, the 
beOs announced the rejoicings^ and religioii 
was prostittited by the ehantin^ Te Deums and 
ether public acts, as if to insuh Provide|ice, 
aoid invoke a perpetuity of the evils we grdaiie^ 
vnder. In order to allow tts Ho time to analysie 
our ewnfdte^ op discover the snares laid for 
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us^ conspiracies were invented^ parties and 
factions were forged in the imagination of our 
oppressors^ every one was calumniated who did 
not consent to be initiated in the mysteries of 
perfidy ; fleets and emissaries from France were 
figured as being on our seas> and residing 
among us ; our correspondence with the neigh- 
bouring colonies was circumscribed and res- 
tricted; our trade received new fetters/ and 
the whple was for the purpose of keeping us in 
a state of continual agitation^ that we might not 
fix our attention on pur own situation and 
interests, 

" When our forbearance was once alarmed, 
and our vigilance awakened, we began to lose 
all confidence in the governments of Spain and 
their agents ; through the veil of their intrigues 
and machinations we perceived the horrid futu- 
rity that awaited us; the genius of truth, ele- 
vated, above the dense atmosphere of oppression 
and calumny, pointed out to us with the finger 
of impartiality the true fate of Spain, the dis- 
orders of her governments, '. the unavailing 
energy of her inhabitants, the formidable power 
of. her enemies, and the groundless hopes of 
her salvation. Shut up in . our own houses, 
surrounded by . spies, threatened with infainy 
and banishment, scarcely, daring to bewail our 
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pwn situation, or even secretly to complain 
against our vigilant and cunning enemies; the 
consonance of our blinded sighs exhaled in tte 
moments of the most galling oppression, at 
length gave uniformity to our sentiments and 
united our opinions. Shut up within the walls 
of our own houses, and debarred from all com- 
munication with our fellow-citizens, there was 
scarcely an individual in Caracas who did not 
think that the moment of being for ever free, or 
of sanctioning irrevocably a new and horrid 
slavery, had arrived. 

" Every day discovered more and more the 
nullity of the acts of Bayonne, the invalidity of 
the rights of Ferdinand, and of all the Bourbons 
who were privy to the arrangements ; the igno- 
miny with which they delivered up as slaves 
those who had placed them on the throne in 
opposition to the house of Austria; the con- 
nivance of the head functionaries in Spain to 
the plans of the new dynasty ; the fate that 
these same plans prepared for America, and the 
necessity of forming some resolution that might 
shield the new world from the calamities which 
from its relations with' the old were about to 
visit it. All saw their treasures buried in the 
unfathomable disorders of the peninsula ; they 
wept for the blood of Americans spilt in defence 
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of tl^e enemies of America, in ^rder to support 
tiie sla¥eiy of their own couatry. Notwit^** 
standing the yigfilaiice of the tyrants, all saw ^ 
irery interior of Spain, where tbey beheld nor- 
thing but disorder, corruption, factions, siis*- 
jfoortunes, defeats, treacheries, dispersed armies, 
:whQie provinces in the hands of the enemy and 
Iheir disciplined troops, and at the head of aU 
A wealc and tumultuary governoient forpied out 
«tf such rare elements. 

*' Dismay was the general and uniform inp* 
pression observed in the countenances.of the 
p6Pple of Venezuela by the agents of oppres- 
ttPfi sent from Spain to support at any hazard 
the infamous cause of their constituents ; a word 
might cause proscription, or a discoiirse banish^ 
B^ent to the author ; and every attempt to do m 
Anieinca what was done in Spain, if it did not 
sh#d the blood of the Americans, it was at least 
fiUffiiQieBt to occasion the ruin, infamy, and deso- 
Jatipn of imany fa^lilies, as may be seen by the act 
of proscription of several officers and citizens of 
fmk and probity, decreed on the twentieth 
of March, 1810, by Emparan.* Such a mis- 
calculation, could not fail to produce or multiply 
the coavttlsions, to augment the popular reaction. 
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to prepin the eombttstible, and dispose it in 
8Hch a maimer that the least spark would kindle 
it, and create a blase that would oonsumei and 
even efface every vestigQ of bo hard and met 
lancholy a condition* Spain needy and almost 
desoiate, her fate dependent on the generosity 
of America, ^d almost in the act of being 
Motted out fkom the list of nations, appeared 
as if transported back to the sixteenth or sevenr 
teenth centuries, tk^ again began to conquer 
America with arms more destructive than iron 
br lead ; every day gave birth to some • new 
proof of the fate that awaited us, a fate that 
would place us in the sad alternative of being 
sold to a foreign power, or obliged to groan for 
ever under a , fresh and irrevocable bondage, 
whilst we alone were expectant on the happy 
moment that might bring our opinions into ac- 
tion, and join us in suqh a manner that we could 
express them, and support them. 

'' Amidst the sighs and imprecations of ge- 
neral despair, the entrance of the French in 
Andalusia, the dissolution of the central junta 
brought about by the effects of public ex;ecrg^ 
tion, and the abortive institution of another pro^ 
tean government, under the name Qf regency^ 
reached our earjs. , This was annoi]^nced under 
ideas mote liberal^ and on perceiving ^e efforts 
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of the Americans to avail themselvei^ of the 
opportunity which the vices and nullities of so 
strange a government presented to them, they 
endeavoured to striengthen the illusion by <briK 
liant promises, by theories barren of reform, 
and by annouticing to us that our fate was no 
longer in the hand's of viceroys, ministers, or 
governors ; at the same time that all their, agenits 
received the strictest orders to watch over our 
conduct, and even over our opinious, and not 
to suffer these to exceed the limits traced by 
the doquence that gilded the chains forged in 
the captious and cunning promise of emancipa*- 
tion. 

" At any other period this would have suf* 
ficed to deceive the Americans, but the junta 
of Seville, • as well as the central junta, had 
•already gone too far in order to remove the 
bandage from our eyes, and what was then 
combined, meditated, and polished to subject 
us again with phrases and hyperboles, 'only 
^served to redouble our vigilance, to collect our 
opinioils, and' to establish a firm and unshaken 
resolution to perish rather than remain any 
Idngfer the victims of cabal and perfidy. The 
'Cve of that day on which our religion celebrates 
the most august mystery of the redemption of 
the human race, was that designated byProvi* 
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dence to be the commencement of the political 
redemption of America. On Holy Thursday^ 
April nineteenth, 1810, the colossus of despot- 
ism was thrown down in Venezuela, the empire 
of law proclaimed, and the tyrants expelled 
with all the suavity, moderation, and tranquil- 
lity that they themselves have confessed, so 
much so in fact, as to have filled with admira- 
tion of, and friendship for us the rest of the 
impartial world. 

" All sensible persons would have supposed 
that a nation recovering its rights, and freeing 
itself from its oppressors, would in its blind 
fury have broken down every barrier that might 
place it directly or indirectly within the reach 
of the influence of those very governments that 
had hitherto caused its misfortunes, and its pp^- 
pression, Venezuela, faithful to her promises, 
did no more than ensure her own security in 
order to comply with them, and if with one 
strong and generous hand she deposed the au- 
thors of her misery and her slavery, with the 
other she placed the name of Ferdinand VIL 
at the. head of her new government, swore to 
maihtain his rights, promised to acknowledge 
the unity and integrity of the Spanish nation, 
opened her. arms to her European brethren, 
offered them, an asylum in ctheir misfortunes and 
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telaniities^ ei^ually hated the enemks of the 
Spanish name, solicited the generous alhance of 
Bngland) and prepared to take her share of the 
success or misfortunes of the nation from whom 
she could and ought to be separated. 

'' But it was not this that the regcQcy ex*^ 
acted. of us, when it declared us free in its 
theories, it subjected us in practice to a small 
and insignificant representation, believiiig that 
those to whom it considered nothing was du^ 
Would be content to receive whatever was 
granted to them by their masters^ Under so 
liberal a c^culation the regency was desifouti 
of keeping up the illusion^ to pay us with 
Words> promises, and inscriptions for our long 
slavery, and for the blood and treasure we had 
expended in Spain. We were fully awate how 
little we had to expect from the policy and ia- 
trusive agents of Ferdinand, we were not igno- 
rant that if we were not to be depend^it on 
viceroys, ministers, and governors, with greater 
reason we could not be subject to a king, a 
captive and without the rights of authority; nor 
to a government null and illegitimate^ nor to u 
nation incapable of holding sway over another, 
nor to a peninsular corner of Europe, almost 
wholly occupied by a foreign force. Neverthe- 
less, desirous of effecting our own freedcHu by 
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the means of generosity, moderation, and civic 
virtues^ we acknowledged the imaginary rights 
of the son of Maria Louisa, we respected th^ 
misfortunes of the nation, and officially an^ 
tiounced to the regency that we disowned, that 
we promised not to separate from Spain so long 
as she maintained a legal government^ established 
according to the will of the nation, and in which 
America had that part given to her, required 
by justice, necessity, and the political impor 
tance of her territory. 

*^ If three hundred years of former servitude 
do not suffice to authorize our emancipation, 
there has been sufficient cause in the conduct 
of the governments which arrogated to them^ 
selves the sovereignty of a conquered natioiip 
%hich never could have any property in Amer 
rica declared an integral part of the same, 
whilst they attempted to involve it in conquest. 
If the governors of Spain had been paid by her 
enemies, they could not have done more against 
the felicity of the nation, bound in its close 
union and correspondence with America. With 
the greatest contempt of our importance, and 
of the justice of our claims when they could 
not deny us the appearance of a representation, 
^ey subjected it to the despotic influence of 
their agents, over our municipalities^ to whoi^ 
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the election was committed ; and whilst Spain 
allowed even for the provinces in pojssessiou of 
the French, the Canaries and Balearic islands^ 
one representative for each 60,000 souls, freely 
elected by these, in America a 1,000,000 
scarcely sufficed to have the right of one repre- 
sentative, named by the Viceroy or captain? 
general, under the signature of the municir 
pality. 

.** At the same time that we, strong in the 
right of our own justice and the moderation, of 
bur proceedings, hoped that if the reasons we 
alleged to the regency to convince them of the 
Necessity of our resolution did not triunifph,,aj; 
least that the generous disposition with which 
jwe promised not to become the enemy of our 
t>ppressed and unfortunate brethren would be 
successful, dispositions which the new govern^ 
inent of Caracas was desirous should not be 
limited to barren promises ; and the unpreju,«- 
diced and impartial world will know, that 
Venezuela has passed the time which intervened 
between April 19th, 1810, to July 5th, 1811, in 
a bitter and painful alternative of acts of ingra* 
titude, insults, and hostilities on the part of 
Spain ; and of generoMty, modesty, and. for;- 
bearance on ours. This period: is the most 
interesting of the history of our revolution,. SQ 
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tnuch 80, that its events present a jcontrast so 
favourable to our cause, that it cannot have 
failed to gain over for us the impartial decisioa 
of those nations that have no interest in dispar* 
aging our efforts. 

''Previous to the result of our political trand^ 
formation, we received daily new motives suf-^ 
ficiently strong for each to have caused us to 
do what we have now done, after three cen- 
turies of, misery and degradation. In every 
vessel that arrived from Spain new agents with 
fresh instructions .came to strengthen those 
who supported the cause of ambition ^nd per-' 
fidy. For the very same ends, those Europeans 
who wished to retiirn to Spain, and assist in 
the war against the French, received a refusal 
to their request On the tenth of April, 1810^ 
the schools were ordered to be closed, to the 
end, that under the pretence of attending solely 
to the war, both Spain and America might be 
sunk deeper into a state of ignorance. It was 
also ordained, that rights and rewards should 
be forgotten, and that we should do . nothing 
but send to Spain our money, our nien, pro- 
visions, productions, submissions^ and obedi- 
ence. 

" The public press teemed with nothing bujt 
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triumphs and victories, with donations and 
acknowledgments wrested from the people, as 
yet uninformed of our resolution ; and under 
the most severe threats of punishment, a poli<* 
tical inquisition with all its horrors was estab* 
lished against those who should read, possess, 
or receive papers, not only foreign but even 
Spanish that were not issued at the manufactory 
of the regency. Contrary to the very orders 
of the self-constituted sovereignty, previously 
issued to deceive us, every bound was over*- 
leaped in the re-election of ultramarine func* 
tionaries, whose only merit consisted in swear- 
ing to maintain the system contrived by the 
regency. In the most scandalous and barefaced 
manner, that order which favoured our trade 
and encouraged our agriculture wa^ annulled, 
condemned to the flames, and its authors and 
promoters proscribed. Every kind of aid was 
expected of us ; but we were never informed 
of its destination, inversion, and expenditure. 
In contempt of even a shadow of public faith, 
and without any exception whatever, all epis- 
tolary correspondence from these countries was 
ordered to be opened, an excess unheard of 
even under the despotism of Godoy, and only 
adopted to ^ make the espionage over America 
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more tyrannical. In fine, the plans la^d for the 
purpose of perpetuating our bondage now began 
tQ b^ practically realized. 

''In the meantime, Venezuela, free, and 
mistress of herself, thought of nothing less 
than imitating the detestable conduct of the 
regency and its agents: cdntent with having 
secured her fate against the ambition of an in-, 
trusive and illegitimate authority, and sbieldied 
it against the blackest and most complicated 
plans, was satisfied with shewing by positive 
acts her desire for peace, friendship, corres- 
pondence, and co-pperation with her European 
brethren. AH those of this class who were 
among us, as such were considered, and two- 
thirds of the political, civil, and military em- 
ployments, both of the high and middle classes, 
remained or were placed in the hands of Eu- 
ropeans without any precaution, but with a 
sincerity and good faith that nearly proved 
fatal to our own interests. 

" Our treasures were generously opened to 
our enemies, that they might enjoy every con- 
venience and profusion in their passage from 
our country : the captains of the packets. Car- 
men; Fortuna, and Araucana were received into 
our ports, and assisted with money to enable 
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them to proceed on their voyage, and fuMI 
their respective commissions, and even the 
insolence and crimes of the captain of the For- 
tuna were referred to the judgment of the 
Spanish government. Notwithstanding the 
junta of government of Caracas made manifest 
the motives of precaution which obliged them 
not to expose the public funds which were des- 
tined to recover the nation, to the veracity of 
govemmesit they allowed and exhorted the 
people to be generous, and use their fortunes 
according to the impulse of their own sensi- 
bility, by publishing in the public papers the 
mournful statement of the regency, in which 
was portrayed the agonizing state of the na- 
tion, with the view to solicit our aid, and the 
same time that they represented it, through the 
medium of their public prints, as vigorous, 
organized, and triumphant; but these were 
destined to deceive us. The commissioaers of 
the regency sent to Quito,* Santa F^, and Peru 
were hospitably received, treated as friends, and 
their pecuniary wants supplied to their own 
satisfaction. But we lose time in thus analyzing 
the dark and cunning conduct of our enemies, 
as all their endeavours have not sufficed to 

* Montnfiur, Viib^ioendo, Goyooeduu 
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^earp the imperious and triumphing impression 
of ours. 

'' The arrogant mandataries of our country 
were not, however, the only persons authorized 
to support the horrid plans of their constituents; 
the same uniform and universal mission was 
brought out by all those who inundated Ame* 
rica from the sad and ominous reigns of the 
junta of Seville, the central junta, and the 
regency, and under the system of political 
freemasonry, founded on the Machiavelic pact; 
they all accorded in mutually substituting, re- 
placing, aud assisting each other in the com- 
bined plans against the felicity and political 
existence of the new world. The island of 
Puerto Rico was immediately made the haunt 
of all the agents of the regency ; the place of 
equipment for all the expeditions; the head 
quarters of all the anti- American forces; the 
workshop of all the impostors, calumnies, tri- 
umphs and threats of the regents ; the refuge of 
all the wicked ; the rendezvous of a new gang 
of bucaniers, in order that there might not be 
wanting any of the calamities of the sixteenth 
century in the new conquest of America in the 
nineteenth. The Americans of P uerto Rico, 
oppressed by the bayonets, cannons, fetters, and 
gibbets which surrounded the bashaw Melendes 
and his satellites^ had to add to their own 
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misfortunes the painful necessity of contributing 
to ours. Such was the fate of the Americans ; 
condemned not only to be galley-slaves, but to 
be the drivers of eaoh other. 

" The conduct observed by Spain to Ameri- 
ca is harder and more insulting thian that which 
she appears to exercise towards France. It is 
well known that part of the dynasty, still re- 
sisted by part of the nation, has had decided 
partizans in many of those who Considered 
themselves the first national dignitaries, for 
their rank, offices, talents, and knowledge; 
among these may be counted Morla, Azanza; 
Ofarrill, Urquijo, Masarredo, and many othen 
of every class and profession ; but still there 
has not appeared one of those who so much 
desire the liberty of independence and regene- 
ration of the peninsula, that has raised his 
voice in favour of the Ainerican provinces; 
These, therefore, adopting the same principles 
of fidelity and national integrity, have of their 
own accord been ambitious of preserving them- 
selves independent of siich intrusive, illegiti- 
mate, weak, and tumultuary governments, as 
have been all those that have hitherto called 
themselves the agents of the king, or represen- 
tatives of the nation. It is vexing to see so 
much liberality, so much civism, and so much 
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disinterest in the cortes with regard to dish 
organized, exhausted/ and nearly conquered 
Spain, and full of so much meanness, suspicion^ 
prejudice and pride, towards America; tran* 
quil, faithful, generous, decided to aelsist her. 
brethren, wl^en she alone can give reality, at 
least in the most essential point, to the theorem 
tical and brilliant plans which make the Spanish 
Congress so arrogant. How many treasons* 
murders, assassinations, perfidies and convul- 
sions have appeared in Spain ; these have passed 
by as the inseparable misfortunes of circum- 
stances, yet not one of the provinces that surr 
rendered, or was iaittached to the French do- 
mination, has been treated like Venezuela ; their 
conduct must however have been analyzed, and 
characterised according to reasons, motives, 
and circumstances that dictated it ; this must 
have been judged in conformity to the rights of 
war, and the sentiments of the nation must 
have been pronounced according to the state- 
ments laid before it, but not one of them has 
yet been declared traitorous, in open rebellion, 
and unnaturalized as was Venezuela ; for none 
of them has been created a public commission 
of diplomatic mutineers, to arm Spaniard against 
Spaniard, to fan the flame of civil war, and to 
burn and annihilate all that cannot be held in 
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the name of Ferdinand VII. America alone is 
condemned to endure the until now unheard of 
condition of being warred upon, dei»troyed, or 
enslaved with the very means of assistance 
which she destined for the liberty and common 
felicity of the nation of which she was led to 
believe for a few moments that she constituted 
a part. 

*'It appears that the independence of America 
creates more irritatioqi to Spain, than the fo- 
reign oppression that threatens her, for against 
her are in preference employed measures that 
have not even been adopted against the very 
provinces that have proclaimed the new king. 
The incendiary and turbulent talent of a minis- 
ter of the council of Indies could not have a more 
dignified employment than that of again con- 
quering Venezuela with the same arms as those 
of the Alfingers and the Welzers, those first 
tyrants of Venezuela, authorized by Charles V., 
and the promoters of civil war amongst her 
primitive inhabitants, now re-assumed in the 
name of a king placed on the throne against the 
pretensions of the family of him who let out 
these provinces to the German factors. Under 
this name of Ferdinand all the sluices of ini- 
quity are opened upon us, and the horrors of 
conquest are renewed, the remembrance of 
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which we had generously endeavoured to blot 
out from the memory of our posterity ; under 
this name we are treated with more severity 
than those who abandoned it before we did ; 
and under this name it is attempted to continue 
the system of Spanish domination in America, 
which has been looked upon as a political phe- 
nomenon even in the times of the reality^ energy 
and vigour of the Spanish monarchy. And can 
there be found any law that obliges us to pre- 
serve it, and to suffer in its name the torrent of 
distresses heaped upon us by those who call 
Uiemselves the agents of the peninsula ? By 
their means this veiy name obtamed the trea- 
sures, the obedience, and acknowledgments of 
America, and by means of their flagitious con- 
duct afterwards, in the exercise of their powers, 
the name of Ferdinand has lost every consider- 
ation amongst us, and consequently we ought 
to abandon it for ever. Es qua persona quis 
lucrum capit, efus factum prcsstare tenetur. 

" The tyrant of Borrigum (primitive name 
of Puerto Rico) not content with constituting 
himself a sovereign, to declare war against us, 
and with insulting and calumniating us in his 
ihmsy, mean, and self-flattering papers; not 
satisfied with creating himself the gratuitous 
gaol-keeper of the emissaries of peace, and 
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confederation sent to him by his comrade Mi* 
gares from the castle of Zapdras de Maracaibo; 
because they overturned the plans he had re- 
ceived, and accepted from the regency and 
the new king of Spain, in exchange for the cap- 
tain-generalship of Venezuela, purchased at a 
cheap rate of the regents ; not considering such 
superior merit sufficiently rewarded with the 
honour of faithfully serving his king; in the most 
barefaced manner plundered upwards of a hun- 
dred thousand dollars from the public funds 
belonging to Caracas, that had been embarked 
in the ship Ferdinand VIL in order to purchase 
stores and military clothing in London, where 
the insurance was effected ; and in order that 
his insult might be the more complete, he alleged 
that the Spanish government might waste and 
misapply them, that England might appropriate 
them to herself, disowning our resolution, so 
that in no place they could, or ought to be more 
secure than in his hands, negociated by means 
of his partner9 in trade, as in fact they were in 
Philadelphia, adding that an account should be 
given in when Puerto Rico had conquered Vene- 
zuela, when the latter should deliver herself up 
to the regency, or when Ferdinand VII. should 
return to reign in Spain. Such it appears were 
the periods that the governor of Puerto Rico 
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ifsposed upon himself to gender an account of 
$o.atjrocidus apd scandalous a depredation ; but 
this is npt all that this worthy agent of the re-» 
gency has done in fi^your.of the designs of hia 
constituents. 

^* Notw/ithatanding so much insult^ robbery, 
^nd ingratitude, Venezuela maintained her re^ 
solution, not to vary the principles she had 
traced out for her conduct ; the sublime act of 
her national representation was proclaimed in 
the name of Ferdinand VI t.; under his phan- 
tasmagorical authority all the acts of our govern- 
ment and administration were maintained^ 
though they required no other origin than the 
people who had constituted them. By the laws 
and regulations of Spain a horrible and sangui- 
nai^y gang of European conspirators were tried, 
and these laws were mercifully infringed to save 
their lives, in order that the philanthropic me- 
mory pf our revolution might not be stained 
with the blood of our brethren, although they 
were perfidious. Under the name of Ferdinand, 
and throygh the interposition of the bonds of 
fraternity and patriotism, endeavours were used 
to inform and reduce the imperious maAdataries 
of Core and Maracaibo, who kept separated 
from our interests our brethren- of the west ; 
4nder the auspices of reciprocal interests, we 
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triumphed over the oppressive acts of Barcelona, 
and under the same we will conquer Guayana, 
twice snatched from our confederation, as was 
Maracaibo, against the general wishes of its 
inhabitants. 

^' It would appear as if nothing now remained 
to be done to secure a reconciliation with Spain/ 
or the entire and absolute separation of Ame- 
rica, equally as ruinous and calamitous to the 
one, as it was ungratefully despised by the 
other party; but Venezuela was desirous of 
draining every means left within her reach, in 
order that justice and necessity should leave 
her no other alternative than that of total inde- 
pendence, which ought to have been declared 
on the fifteenth of July, 1808, or on the nine- 
teenth of April, 1810. After appealing to sen- 
sibility and not to vengeance, in the horrid 
scenes that took place at Quito, Pose, and La 
Pas ; after beholding our own cause supported 
by the uniformity of opinions in Buenos Ayres^ 
Santa ¥6, the Floridas, Mexico, Guatemala, 
and Chile ; after obtaining an indirect guarantee 
on the part of England ; after having our con- 
duct applauded by impartial individuals in 
Europe ; after seeing the same principles tri* 
umph from the Orinoco to the Magdalena, and 
from Cape Codero to the Andes ; we have still 
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to endure fresh insults, before we fly to the 
extreme of breaking with our brethren for ever. 
'^ Caracas, without having done more than 
imitate the conduct of many of the provinces of 
Spain, and practised the rights that the regency 
declared to appertain to America ; without hav- 
ing had in this conduct other designs than those 
inspired by the necessity of not being involved 
in an unknown fate, and to relieve the regents 
from attending to the government of countries 
as remote as they are extensive, at the same 
time they protested to attend to nothing but the 
expulsion of the French from Spain ; without 
having rent her unity and political integrity with 
Spain ; without having disowned as was possi- 
ble and proper the lame rights of Ferdinand ; 
the regency, far from applauding on the right of 
convenience, if not of generosity, so just, modest 
and necessary a resolution, and without even 
answering or submitting to the judgment of the 
nation our complaints and our claims : Caracas 
is declared in a state of war, her inhabitants 
are proclaimed rebels and unnaturalized, every 
communication with her brethren is cut off, 
England is deprived of her trade, the excesses of 
Melendes are approved of, and he is authorized 
to commit whatever the malignity of his heart 
may suggest to him, however opposed to reason 
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and to justice; all this^is proved by the cArd^r of 
the foortfaLof September 1810^ uc^patalleled for 
its enormity ^ven nmbng the despots of Con- 
stantinople or Indostan; and ^ot to deviate in 
the least from the plots of the conqueist, a new 
emdmendero is sent out^ nnder the title of a p€[* 
cificator^ (pacific4dt)r) who with mOre prerogar 
tires than cotiquerors and settlers theitiselvesi 
was to £ic his tesideitce in Puerto Rico, and 
thence to threaten, rob, pirate, promise, de^ 
ceive, excite, civil disturbancesy and all in the 
ndtne of the beloved Ferdinatid VIL 

^* Till then the progress of the system of 
subversion, anarchy, sad depred&tion/ which 
the regency proposed to itself on he&ring of the 
movements of Caracas^ had been but slow; now 
thi principal fears of civil war being transferred 
nearer to iis^ the subaltern agents acquired 
more strength, the flames of passion were in^ 
creased, as well as the efforts of the parties 
guided by the directions of Gortavarria and 
Melendek Hence originated the inqendiary 
energy acquired by the ephemeltd sedition of 
the west; hence the flamt of discord^ newly 
formed by Mykres, rendered vain aiid dnrogaiit 
by the imaginary and protaiised captain^general- 
Ship of Veilezuela ; hence the American bloodf 
spilled in spite of ourselves oil the plains ^i 
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£)oro ; benee the robberies axid assassitiatiobs 
j[^omitiitted <m our coadts by the cominissioned 
pirates of the regency ; hence that miserable 
blockade^, intended to redifice and disaffeet oil? 
$ef tleinents on the coadt ; hence the insults 
committed on the English flag ; hence the falling 
off of our trade ; hence thB conspiracies of the 
valleys of Aragua and Cumanai ; bence the hor^ 
rid perfidy in Guayana; and the insulting' 
transportation of its leading characters to the 
Moorish dungecms of Puerto Rico — dungeon* 
co!nstructed like those of Tunis and Algiers ; 
hence the generous and impartial offices of re** 
cohcHiation sincerely interposed by a represen-> 
tative''' of the British government in the Antilles, 
and rejected by the pseudo pacificator ; hence,; 
in fihe, all the evils, all the atrocities, and all 
the crimes which are and ever will be attached 
to the names of Cortavarria and Melendes in 
Venea^uela^ and which have impelled her go^^ 
vernmentto exceed what was proposed when 
it took upon itself the fate of those who honored 
it with their confidence. 

" The missbn of Cortavarria in the nine- 
teenth century, and die state of Spain which' 
decreed it, compared with America, against 

* Admiral Sir Aleauuider Codimnc. 
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^om it is directed, evinces to what an extent 
the illusion of ambition blinds those who found 
all the origin of their authority on the depravity 
of the people. This act alone sufficed to au- 
thorize our conduct. The spirit of Charles V., 
the memory of Cortes and Pizarro, and the 
names of Montesuma and Atahualpa, are in- 
voluntarily reproduced in our imagination, when 
we see the adelantados, the pesquisadores, and the 
encomenderos, officers peculiar to the first settle- 
ment of America, renewed in a country which, 
having sufiered three centuries of sacrifice and 
debasement, had promised to continue faithful 
on the only condition of being free, in order 
that accidents of slavery might not tarnish the 
merit of fidelity. The scandalous plenitude of 
power conferred on a man who is authorised by 
an intrusive and illegitimate government, under 
the insulting name of pacificator, to tyrannize 
and plunder, and to crown the vexation, that he 
might pardon a noble, generous, tranquil, inno- 
cent people, who were masters of their own 
rights, could only be credited in the impotent 
delirium of a government that tyrannizes over a 
disorganized nation, stunned by the fury of the 
tempest that reaches her; but as the evils of 
this disorder, and the abuses of such an usurp- 
Mion might be considered as not derived from 
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Ferdinand, already acknowledged in Venezuela^ 
at the time that he was unable to prevent such 
accumulated insults, such excesses, and so 
much violence, committed in his name, we con- 
sider it necessary to retrace the origin of these 
rights, that we may descant on the nullity and 
invalidity of our generous oath, by which we 
acknowledged him conditionally ; notwithstand- 
ing, we have in spite of ourselves to violate the 
spontaneous silence we had imposed upon, our- 
selves respecting every thing that occurred 
prior to the affairs at the Escurial and 

Aranjues. 

^* The fact, that America does not belong to 
the territory of Spain is self-evident, and it ia 
equally evident that the right which the Bour- 
bons justly or unjustly exercised over it, and 
notwithstanding this was hereditary, yet it 
could not be disposed of without the consent of 
the people, and particularly of those of America, 
who, on the election between the French and 
Austrian dynasties, might have acted in the 
seventeenth century as they now have done in 
the nineteenth. The bull of Alexander VI., and 
the titles which the house of Austria alleged in 
the American code had no other origin than the 
right of power ^and conquest, partially ceded to 
Uie conquerors and to the settlers for their 
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assistance rendered to the crawn in extending 
its dominion in America. Without taking into 
consideration the scanty population of the 
country^ the extermination of the natives^ and 
the emigration which the self*called mother 
country sustained; it appears that when the 
fury of conquest had ceased — ^when the thirst 
for gold was satisfied — ^when the continued 
equilibrium was declared in favour of Spain, by 
the advantageous acquisition of America — ^the 
feudal government destroyed and rooted out 
from the time of the Bourbons in Spain, an({ 
every right extinct that did not originate in th^ 
new concessions or com^mands of the prince, 
the conquerors and the settlers then became 
absolved of theirs. As soon as the faultiness 
and invalidity of the rights which the Bourbons 
bave arrogated to themselves are demonstrated^ 
the titles by which the American descendants 
of the conquerors possessed these countries rd^ 
yive — not to the detriment of the natives afxd 
primitive proprietors, but to equalize them ia 
the enjoyment of liberty, property, and inde- 
pendence, which they always held by a right 
stronger than that of the Bourboiis or any other 
person or persons to whom they may have cisded 
America, without the consent of its natural: 
owners, the Americans, . . ; . ^. . 
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•• That Auierica does not b^oog io the ter-r 
ritory of Spaiti is a principle of nattural, and a 
law of positive right. No title just or unjust 
^hidh exists of A)netioan. slavery can belong 
^ to the Spaniards of Europe, and all the libera-? 
lity gf. Alexander VI, could only declare they 
Austrian kings promoters of the faith, in order 
to find out for tl^m a preternatural right by 
which to make them lords of America. Neither 
t)ie pje-epjunence ' of tfee parent state, nor the 
prerogative of the jnother country, could at any 
time constitute the origin of lordship on the 
part of Spain* The first was^ lost t^e moment 
the monarch who was acknowledged by the 
Americans left his country and ^enounced higj 
l^ight^ ; and the second nevpr was more than a 
•scandalous, abu^ of words, as great as that of 
calling our slavery felicity ; that of calling the 
fisqalfif protectors of the Indians ;; and that of 
saying that the sons of Americans were divestedi 
of every right and civil dignity* By the mere 
act of even passing from one country to another 
to settle in it, those who do not leave, their 
homes acquire no property^ nor dp they exppso 
themselves tQ the hardships of emigration. 
Those who, conquer and obtain possession of a^ 
country by means of their labpur, industry* 
cultivation, and connection with the natives 
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prefereifice in preserving it^ which right they 
transmit to their posterity born therein ; for if 
the country where one is bom possessed the 
origin of sovereignty, . or gave the right of ac* 
quisition, the general will of nations^ and the 
fate of the human race, would then be riveted 
to the soil) as are the trees, mountains, rivers, 
jftnd lakes. 

'' Neither could it ever be considered as a 
Ititle of property to one part of a nation, the 
other having gone to another country to settle 
in it ; for by such a right Spain would belong to 
the Phoenicians, or their descendants, or to the 
Carthagenians, wherever these may be found ; 
even the whole of the nations of Europe would 
have to change their abodes to make room for 
and re-establish so singular a territorial right ; 
home would then become as precarious as are 
the wants and caprices of ,men. The moral 
abuse of the maternity of Spain, with regard to 
America is still more insignificant^ for it is well 
known that in the natural order of things, it is 
the duty of the father to emancipate the son^ 
00 soon as his minority expire, and he is able to 
use his strength and neason in providing for his 
subsistence ; and also that it is the duty of the 
Json to emancipate hits^self, whenever die cruelty 
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or eiKtravagiBoe of the &ther (Opr tutor emism^g/ff 
'bii» welfare, or expose his patrimony to become 
the prey of a miser, or au usurper. Uadepr 
these principles let a oonStparison be made ff{ 
the tbree hundred years of our filiation to Spwi; 
and eren when it is proved, tibat she was o^f 
mother, it stili remai&s to be proved that we 
are yet her minors or pupils* 

'* At any period when Spain has ^tertame^l 
any doabt of the righto of the Bowbons^ or of 
any other dynasty, the mily source, and th|i|t 
not a very clear one, of the Spanish doniniop 
in America, it would appear that the Americctfis 
were excluded from alleging a^y iiieasQKis tbfijt 
might destroy such claims, th<>i^h do^bk^^l firoofi 
their very origin ; but as Venezuela may here- 
after be reproached for the conditional oatii by 
which the representative body that now declares 
its absolute independence of any foreign power 
previously acknowledged Ferdinand VJI^^ thp 
same august body feels anxious ths^ no xoovf. 
M^ould be left for scruples of conscience, fop: 
the illusions of ignorance, and for the malice 
of wounded ambition, whereby to discredit, 
calumniate, and weaken a resolution, taken with 
-such maturity and deliberation ^as best suited 
its magnitude and importance. 

*'It is well;fcnown, that the promissory oath 
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in question is h6 more than an accessory bond^ 
"which always pre-supposes the validily and 
legitimaey of the contract ratified by the same. 
When in the contract there is no delect tbat 
•may render it null and illegitiinate, it ii^ th^n that 
we invoke God by ^n oath, believing . that he 
-will tiot tefiise Jo witness it) andguarai^tee the 
fulfilment of our propiises> because the obligar 
tion to comply with themi is founded on an 
evident maxim of the natural law instituted by 
the divine author. God can at no tim^ guaran- 
tee any contract that is not binding, in the 
natural ovdti of things^ nor can it be Supposed 
^at he ^1 accept any contract opposed tp 
Ihose very law^ which he himself 1ms es^Ushe4 
for tW felicity of the human race* It ,v^ould 
%e insulting his wisdom to believe tl)at he 
would listen to our vows when- we implore his 
divine concurrence to a contract that is opposed 
to our own liberty, -the only origin of the: right 
of otir actions-^uch a siipposition would 
inculcate an idea that God had an interest in 
tnultiplying our duties by means of such agree- 
ments, to the prejudice of bur national liberty. 
Even in cate the oath could add any new obli- 
gation to that of the contract thereby confirmed, 
the nullity of the one would consequently 
be inseparable fr(mi the nullity of the other ; 
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^soid i^ he who viidat^ a sworn contract be 
icrinixDal, tiuil worthy of pwidiitoent, it is be- 
-cause he has violated good faith, the only bond 
bf ;s6ciety> without the perjury being m^re 
"eoncemed than to increase Ihe crime, and to 
aggravate the jpunisbment. That national law 
which binds us to fulfil our promisles, and that 
.divine one which forbids us t# invoke the name 
tof God in vain, do not in any manner alter the 
t>btigat]0ii contracted under the simultahebus. 
ami maeparable efiects of both laws^ so that , 
-theinfractioliiof the one supposes the infraction 
of the other. For our good we call on God to 
witness tmr promises, and wheu we believe that 
.he can guarantee them, and avenge their viola* 
tion, ft is only because the contract has ndthio^ 
in itself that can rendet it invalid, illicity un^ 
worthy of or contrary- to the eternal justice of 
the Supreme Arbiter to whom we submit it 
ItisacGording to these principles that we are to 
analyze the conditional oath by which the con^ 
gress of Venezuela has promised to preserve the 
rights legally held by Ferdinand VIL, without 
attributing to it any othet which, being contrary 
to the liberty of the people, would conse- 
quently invalidate the contract,, and annul ihe 
oath. 
. ^ We have .seen that the people of Vfenezu^, 
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impelled by the govemmeat of Spain; bectne 
infieaeible of die drcumstaiices that mdend 
the tolerated rights of Ferdioahd void, in oons&- 
queiice of the trantsactioBB of the Escurial and 
Aranjued, aiswell as those of all his hmme^ by 
the cessions atid abdieatkms made at Bayonne ; 
and jfrom the devionstratioa of this trath, fist- 
lows, as a corollary, the invalidity of an oath, 
^hich, besides being conditional, could Dot 
isnbsist beyond the contract to which it was 
added as an accessory bond« To presence the 
right of Ferdinand was all that Caracas pro- 
mised on the nineteenth of April, at a time 
when she was ignorant that he had lost liiem-^ 
Judich caret Jmramentmn, incantum Div. torn. 22, 
p* Sffy arL S. '&' verb sit qmdem posibik fieri; 
sedJUrinoit debe$t^ ^d quid est perse nudum^ vel 
iffiia est b^m impeditivum, tunc Jt^amenta deeet 
jmstitia^ ^ ideo mon est ^ewandum. Quest dt. 
la/rt 7. £lven if Ferdinand retained them 
With regard to Spain, it remains to be proyed, 
whether by virtue of the same he was authorized 
to cede Aniferica to another dynasty, without 
the concurrence of her own consen^t. The 
accounts which Venezuela, ip ^ite of the op- 
pressdon and cunning of the intrnsiine govern- 
ment, was enabled to obtain of the conduct of 
the Bourbons, and the fatal effects ^t it was 
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likely to entail on America, have constituted a 
body of irrefragable proofs, evincing that aa 
Ferdinand no longer retained any rights, the 
preservation of which Venezuela promised, as 
well as the oath by which she confirmed this 
promise, consequently are, and ought to be 
cSincelled'—Jurabis in veriiate, etiujudicio, etin 
jtisticia. From the first part of the position, the 
nullity of the second becomes a legitimate con* 
sequence. 

' ** But neither the Escurial, Aranjues, nor 
Bayonne were the first theatres of the transac- 
tions which deprived the Bourbons of their 
rights to America. By the treaty of Basil, made 
July fifteenth, 1795, (by which Godoy obtained 
the title of Prince of the Peace), and in the court 
of Spain the fundamental laws of the Spanish do^ 
minion were broken. Charles IV., contrary to 
one of them (Recopil. de Indias, law I. tit. 1.) 
ceded the island of Santa Domingo to France^ 
and disposed of Louisiana to the same foreign 
power, which unequalled and scandalous infract 
tions authorised the Americans, against whom 
they were committed, as well as the whole of 
the Colombian people, to separate from the 
obedience, and lay aside the oath by which 
they had bound themselves to the crown of 
Castile, in like manner as they were entitled to 
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protest against the immment danger whioh 
threatened the integrity of the. monarchy in 
both worlds, by the introduction of French 
troops into Spain previous to the transactions at 
Bayonne> invited no doubt by one of the Bour- 
bon factions, in order to usurp the national 
sovereignty in favour of an intruder, a foreigner^ 
or a traitor ; but as these events are prior to the 
period that we have fixed on for our discussion, 
we will return to those which have authorised 
our conduct since the year 1808. 

*' Every one is aware of the occurrences 
that took place at the Escurial in 1807, but per-^ 
haps all are not acquainted with the natural 
results of those events. It is not bur intention 
to enter here into the discovery of the origin of 
the discord that t xisted in the family of Charlea 
IV.; let England and France attribute it ta 
themselves, both governments have their ac-* 
cusers and their defenders ; neither is it to our 
purpose to i otice the marriage agreed on be- 
tween Ferdinand and the daughter<in-law of 
Napoleon, the peace ot Tilsit, the conference 
at Erfuhrt, the secret i reaty at St.. Ck.utK and 
the emigration of th^ house of Bragansa to the 
Brasils. What most materially concerns us is„ 
that by the transactions of the Escurial, Fer* 
dinand VIL was declared a traitor to his father 
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Charles IV. A hundred pens and a hundred 
presses published at the same time in both 
worlds his perfidy, and the pardon which at 
his prayer was granted to him by his father; 
but this pardon, as an attribute of the sovereignty 
and of paternal authority, only absolved the son 
from corporal punishment ; the king his father 
had no power to free him from the infamy and 
inability which the constitutional laws of Spain 
impose on the traitor, not only to prevent him 
from obtaining the royal dignity, but even the 
lowest office of civil employment ; Ferdinand 
therefore never could be a lawful king of Spain, 
or of the Indies. 

" To this condition the heir of the crown re- 
mained reduced till the month of March, 1808, 
when while the court was at Aranjues, the pro- 
ject that was frustrated at the Escurial was 
converted into insurrection, and open mutiny, 
by the friends of Ferdinand. The public exas- 
peration against the ministry of Godoy served 
as a pretext to the faction of Ferdinand, and as 
an indirect plea to convert to the good of the 
nation what was perhaps allotted to other de- 
signs. The fact of using force against his father, 
instead of supplication and convincing argu- 
ments ; his having' excited the people to mutiny ; 
his having assembled the mob in front of the 
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palace, in order to take it by surprise, to insult; 
the miiiister, and force the king to abdicate his 
crown, which, far from giving Ferdinand any 
title to it, tended to increase his crime, to ag- 
gravate his treachery, and to complete his ina- 
bility to ascend the throne, vacated by violence, 
perfidy, and faction. Charles lY., outraged, 
disobeyed, and threatened, had no other alterna- 
tive suitable to his decorum, and favourable to 
bis vengeance, than to emigrate to France to 
implore the protection of Bonaparte, in favour 
his offended royal dignity. Under the nuUity 
pf the abdication of Aranjues, and contrary tch 
the will of the people of Spain, all the Bour-. 
bons assembled at Bayonne, preferring their 
personal resentments to the safety of the nation. 
The emperor of the French availed himself of 
this opportunity, and having under his controul, 
and within his infl^uence the whole family oC 
Ferdinand, and several of the first Spanish dig- 
nitaries, as well as many substitutes for deputies 
in the cortes, he obliged Ferdinand to restore 
the crown to his father, and then the latter to 
cede it to him, the emperor, in order that h^ 
might afterwards confer it on his brothet Josephs 
"When the emissaries of the new King 
reached Caracas, Venezuela was ignorant or 
knew but partially what had happened* The 
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iiiDfo^ence of Ferdinand^ compared to the itiso- 
lence and despotii&m ^ the favoaiite^ iQodoy^ 
directed the conduct of Venezuela wheti the 
local authorities wavered on the fifteenth of 
July, 1808; and being left to choose between 
the alternative ol delivering himself up to a 
foreign powe^r, or of remaining faithful to 4 
king who appeared to be unfortunate and per- 
«ecuted-^1iie ignorance of what had occurred — 
triumphed over the interests of the country, 
and Ferdinand was Acknowledged, under the 
bdief, that by this means, the unity of the 
nation being maintained, she would be ^aved 
from the oppression that threatened her, and 
the king ransomed, of whose virtues. Wisdom*, 
land rights we were falsely prepossessed. But 
less was requisite on the part of those who relied 
idKh our good Mik to oppress us. Ferdinand, 
disqualified, and unable legally to obtain the 
tLToWn — ^previously announced by the leaders 
mf Spain as dispossessed of his right of suc^ 
cessioQ-^it^^apable of governing in America^ 
and held in bondage by a foreign powe^-from 
that time became by illusion a legitimfa.ta but 
anfbrtunate prinieei As many as had the 
aud^ity to ittiX themselves his self-created heirs 
and representatives biKsame as such, anxi 
taking advamage of the innate fidelity of the 
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Spaniards of both worlds, and forming them* 
selves into intrusive governments, they appro- 
priated to themselves the sovereignty of the 
people, under the name of a chimerical king, 
began to exercise new tyrannies, and, in a word, 
the commercial junta of Cadiz sought to extend 
her controul over the whole of Spanish Ame- 
rica. 

^^ Such have been the antecedents and con- 
sequences of an oath, which, dictated by can- 
dour and generosity, and conditionally main- 
tained by good faith, is now arrayed against us, 
in order to perpetuate those evils which the 
dearrbought experience of three years has 
proved to be inseparable to sd fatal and ruinous 
an engagement. Taught as we are by a series of 
evils, insults, hardships, and ingratitude, during 
the interval of from the fifteenth of July, 1808, 
to the fifth of July, 1811, and such as we have 
already manifested, it became full time that we 
should abandon it, as a talisman invented by 
ignorance, and adopted by a misguided fidelity, 
as from its first existence it has constantly 
heaped upon us all the evils that accompany an 
ambiguous state of suspicion and discord. The 
rights of Ferdinand, and the legitimate repre- 
sentation of them on the part of the intrusive 
governments of'Spain on the one side, demon? 
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fitrations of compassion and gratitude on the 
other, have been the two favourite springs alter* 
nately played on to support our illuai<m, to 
decrease our substance, to prolong our degrada- 
tion, to multiply our evils, and ignominiously 
to prepare us to receive that passive fate pre- 
pared for. us by those who have dealt with us 
so kindly for three centuries, Ferdinand VIL 
is the universal watdi-wojrdfor tyranny, as well 
in Spain as in America. 

'' No .sooner was that vigila,nt and suspicious 
fear, produced among us. by the contradictory 
acts and artificious. falsehoods . of the strange 
and short-lived governments. which have suc- 
ceeded one another since the junta of Seville, 
made known to these, governments, than they 
recurred to a system of. apparent liberality 
towards us, in order to cover with flowers the 
very snare we had not perceived while covered 
by the .veil of candour, which was at length 
rent asunder by mistrust. For this.purpose of 
deceit were accelerated, and tumultuously as- 
sembled, the.cortes, so wished for.by the nation, 
and opposed by the commercial government of 
Cadi;&, but which, were at length considered a^ 
necessary to restrain the torrenjt of .liberty and 
justice, which on q very side burst the wounds 
of lOppfession and iniquity in the new world ; it 
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was even stfll aupposect that the habit of obedi* 
euce, Btibmission, aod/d^pen^dence, would be 
in 118 superior to the conviction which at m 
high a price we had just obtained. 

'' It is most strange by what kind of decep^ 
tioii^ fatal to Spain> it has been believed^ that 
the one part of a nation which crosses the ocean^ 
or is bom under the ttDpics, acqnires a habit 
united to servitude, and incapable of bending 
to the habits of liberty* The effects of this 
sttxmg^rooted prejudice, as notorious to the world 
as they are fatal, were at length ccmverted into 
the wdfare of America* Without it Spain would 
perhaps not have lost the rank she held as a na** 
tton, and America in obtaining this blessing 
would have had to pass through the bitter or-^ 
deal of a civil war, more^nninous toitspromo* 
tens than to ourselves. 

** Our pubhc papers have already sufficiently 
demonstrated the defects undw whith the corte« 
laboured reflecting Ame^ca^ and the measures 
as illegal as imialting adoipted by that body to 
give us a representation which we could not bnt 
object to> even though we were> as (he regency 
had loudly boasted us to be, integral parts o( 
the nation, and had no o^r complaints to 
aUege against their government than the scan«- 
daloM usurpation of our rights at a moment 
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Ao doubt, b^en iafwnied U the reasomngft vne 
used with their perfidious envoy, MonieaAgro/ 
^t; a time ^t t\m former inxssiQDS beiog frus- 
tra!be4 the great stupnentaof n^iw^apera fiUedl 
withtriu«9iphfi(» reforms, heroic aets^ and lanuenfc* 
9MQnBx being rendered weless; and thfi usiefficacy 
of blockades, pMtftcators^ squadrons a^d ^s« 
pedifeions, made knowa; it was thoogbt conYe-* 
xuenA tp di3iz:de the sell-love of the Ameriows^ 
by seating near to the throne of the eorteft dch 
potties wJiom we. had never named^ and who 
CQfuId not be chosea oujt substitutes by thme 
wj^ crei^ed theiasuch, in the same manner a^i 
tbey did others fw the provinces in possession 
of the French, submitting lo, and alleging themr 
selvea content under their doiviination. In caM 
thi^ puerile measure of the prolific genius^ of 
Spain should not produce a due ejSect, the envoy 
(aod for thiis purpose an American, a, native of 
Cara^a3, was selected) was ordered, that in 
(sase the energy of the. country, now called re» 
bfilUcm, should prevail against fraternity, (the 
name given to perfidy), he was to add fuel to 
the flame already kindled in Coro and Maracaibo» 
and that discord, again raising her serpent head« 
might lead the herald of the cortes by the hand 
under the banner of rebellion through those 
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deceived districts of Venezuela that had not 
been able to triumph over their oppressing 
tyrants. 

** Stratagems and artifices were repeatedly 
forged, in order that duplicity and cunning 
might prepare the road for the sanguinary armies 
of the chiefs of Coro, Maracaibo, and Puerto 
Rico ; and when the cortes were convinced that 
the conduct of Ferdinand, his bonds of affinity 
with the emperor of the French, and his in- 
fluence over all the Bourbons already placed 
under his tutelage, began to weaken the insidi* 
ous impressions, which fidelity, sustained by 
illusion, had produced in the Americans ; pre- 
ventatives were employed to stop the flame 
already kindled, and limit it to what was yet 
necessary for their vast complicated and dark 
designs. For this purpose was written the elo- 
quent manifest which the cortes on the ninth 
of January directed against America, worded 
in a stile worthy of a better object ; but under 
the brilliancy of diction the dark side of the 
argument, designed to deceive, was discovered. 
Fearing that we should be the first to protest 
against the whole of these nullities, they began 
to calculate on what was already known, not to 
risk what was yet hidden. The misfortunes of 
Ferdinand were the pretexts that had obtained 
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for his psQudo^repiresentatives the treasures^ 
submission, and slavery of America ; and Fer-- 
dinand seduced, deceived, and prostituted to 
the designs of the emperor of the French, is 
now the last resource to which they fly to ex- 
tinguish the flames of liberty which Venezuela 
had kindled in the south continent. We have- 
discovered and published the true spirit of the 
manifest in question, reduced to the following 
reasoning, which may be considered as an e^c- 
act commentary : — 'America is threatened with 
becoming the victim of a foreign power, or of 
continuing to be our sla^re ; but in order to re- 
cover her rights, and to throw off all dependency 
whatever, she has considered it necessary not 
violently to break the bonds that held her to 
this country. Ferdinand has been the signal of 
reunion which the new world had adopted, and 
we have followed ; he is . suspected of con- 
nivance with the emperor of the French, and 
if we give ourselves up blindly to him, we 
afibrd the Americans a pretext for believing us 
still his representatives ; and as these designs 
already begin to be understood in some parts 
of America, let us previously manifest our in- 
tention not to acknowledge Ferdinand, except 
under certain conditions ; these will never be 
carried into effect, and whilst Ferdinand neither 
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m fact npr right is wr king, we abolji reiga Over 
Americd, tba country w^ m niuch covet, which 
although 30 difficult tp preserve in slavery, will 
not theja so eai^ily slip tbfrough our fingers/ 
Such are the expressions illustrative of the opi- 
nions of Spaoic^rds, agitated in the cortes, re*- 
iqpectiQg the allegiance to Ferdin^L^d, 

" The above hrilliant appearance of liberality 
is now the real and visible spring of the com* 
plicated machine destined to excite and stir up 
commotions m America ; at thp s^me time thajt 
within the walls of the cortes justice towards m 
is overlooked, our efforts are eluded, our resor- 
lutions are icontemned, our enemies fire sup- 
ported, the voices of our imaginary representa^ 
tives are Suppressed, the inquisition is renewed 
against them, when the liberty of the press is 
proclaimed, and it is controversially discussed 
whether thereg^ncy could or could not declare 
us free,, and one integral part of the natioii« 
When an Ame^can, worthy of that name, speaks 
against the abuses of the regency in Puerto 
Rico, endeavours are made to silence his just, 
energetic, and imperious claims, that distin- 
guish him from the slaves of despotism, and by 
means oi a short, cunning, and insignificant de-^ 
cree, they strive to avoid the conflict of justice 
against iniquity. Melendes, named by th^ 
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regency king of Puerto Rieo> ia by a decree 
of the cortes left with the equivalent investiture 
of a governor^ tiatnes synonymoud in America^ 
because it now appeared too monstrous to hare 
two kings in a stnall island of the Spanish An* 
tilles. Cortavarria only was capable of eluding 
the effects of a decree dictated merely by a nw-- 
mentary fit of decency. It happened that wheif 
the investiture, granted by the regency to Mo« 
lendes was declared iniquitous, arbitrary, and 
tyrannical, and a revocation was extended to 
an the countries of America, then situated as 
was Puerto Rico, nothing was said of the ple- 
nipotentiary Cortavarria, authorized by the sam^ 
Regency against Venezuela, with powers the 
most uncommon and scandalous ever registered 
h: the annals of organized despotism. 

** After this decree of the cortes the effector 
of discord promoted, sustained, and denied aV 
the fatal observatory of Puerto Rico were more 
severely felt ; it was after this decree that the? 
fishermen and coasters were inhumanly assas- 
^ated in Oeumare, by the pirates of Corta- 
varria, after the report of which Cumana and 
Barcelona were blockaded, threatened, and 
summoned. A new and sanguinary conspiracy 
against Venezuela was formed, and organized 
by a vile emissary, who perfidiously entered the 
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peaceable bosom of his country, in order to 
destroy it ; deceptions were successively prac- 
tised on the most innocent and laborious classes 
of the imported colonists of Venezuela, princi* 
pally emigrants from the Canary Islands, and 
in spite of our endeavours the chief instigators 
were led to the block as a sacrifice to justice 
and to tranquillity. By the suggestions of the 
pacificator of the cortes, and posterior to their 
said decree, the political union of our constitu- 
tion was lacerated in Valencia ; attempts were 
made in vain to reduce other cities of the inte- 
rior ; a false summons was sent to Carora, by 
the factious leaders of the west, to the end that 
Venezuela might on the same day be deluged in 
blood, and sunk in affliction and desolation, a^d 
be hostilely assaulted from every point withiii 
the reach of the conspirators, who were scat- 
tered amongst us by the same government that 
issued the decree in favour of Puerto Rico ajid 
of all America. The name of Ferdinand VII, 
is the pretext under which the new world is 
about to be laid waste, if the example of Vene- 
zuela does not henceforward cause the standard 
of our unshaken and established liberty to be 
distinguished from the banners of a seditious 
and dissembled fidelity. 

" The bitter duty of vindicating ourselves 
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Would cany us still further, if \tre did not dread 
splitting on the same rocks as have the govern- 
ments of Spain, by substituting resentment for 
justice ; at the same time that we can charge her 
with three centuries of acts of injustice, we 
have opposed three years of lawful, generous^ 
and philanthropic efforts to obtain what it was 
never in our power to dispose of, although by 
nature ours. Had gall and poison been the 
chief agents of this our solemn, true, and can^ 
did manifest, we should have begun by des- 
troying the rights of Ferdinand, inconsequence 
of the illegitimacy of his origin, declared by his 
mother at Bayonne, and published in the 
French and Spanish papers; we should have 
proved the personal defects of Ferdinand, his 
ineptitude to reign, his weak and degrading 
conduct in the court at Bayonne ; his inefficient 
education, and the futile securities that offered 
for the realization of the gigantic hopes of the 
governments of Spain; hopes founded in the 
illusion of America, nor any other support than 
the political interests of England, much opposed 
to the rights of the Bourbons. The public 
opinion of Spain, and the experience of the 
revolution of the kingdom, furnish us with suf- 
ficient proofs of the conduct of the mother, and 
the qualifications of the son, without recurring 
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to tke mdnifesi of the mimstet Azawai^ pub^ 
Ijafaed afiter tbe tniBncticais of Bayomne^ aiid 
the secret asemosrs; of Maria Luisa; but 6^ 
ceacrjrnthegusdeofourcoiidact, to wbieh we. 
are ready to sacrifice evea oar reasonu Suffix 
dent has already been aUeged to: prove the jxm* 
tke, meceesity, and iitflhy of our resohitioii^ 
for tike support of whichy nethmg^ is wantuig^bat 
tiie eraonples by which we will sitrive to fimdfy 
our independence; 

«' it were neecsisary fik the pafftiaans of 
sfaKrery m tlie new worid either to destroy,, otf 
to falsify history,, that isnchangeaUie raoaument 
of the rights aad of the usurpatioa^of the humaas 
cace» befoce th«y amid maaitahi that/Aoserica 
was iKit Hafate to the samtt changes thai alLotbev 
naiiksis hiave experienced. Btibb when the ri^^ta 
of the BomtbooA bad beent iocoalDestibie and 
iaddSUe, tfte oath that we have pDored never did 
eadst^ the injustiee,^ ftn:ce» aftd deceit with 
wUck the saoae was exacted of ns woidd siiffice 
to nender itimU and yeid> ao soon'aa it waa 
iMHid to be opposed to cor l^rty^. grievous to 
ooor rif bta, pr^udictal to our intereaf Sji and fatal 
to oa9 tranqtiiUity. Suefat ia the natiire of dm 
oalh made to the conquerors and to tbeir betrs* 
at die sme tiaie that the ei own holdr them; in 
oppresakm by meaoa. ot the sane additional 
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Strength that it obtained by means of the result 
of their conquest It was in this maimer that 
Spain heraelf recovered her rights, after she 
had swpra aliegiance to the Oarthagenians, Ro* 
mansjr Goths» Arabs, and almoat to the French ; 
nevertheless she yet disowns the rights of Ame- 
rica, no longer to depend on any nation when 
Ab is capable oi throwing off the yoke, and 
following the example of Spain said of othei^ 
nations. 

'<It would be superfluous to remind our 
enemies of what they already knew, and in 
what they have themselves founded the sacred 
right of their own liberty and independence ; 
epochs so memorable, that they oug^t not to 
have been tarnished with the slavery of the 
greater part of a country situated on the other 
side of the ocean. But unfdrtiinatdy it is not 
they alone whom it is necessary to convince 
by palpable e^c^oaples of the justice and com*^ 
mon resemblance that our independ^ice bears 
to tBat of all other nations which had lost and 
again recovered it. The illusions of slavery, 
kept aliv^ by the candour of the Americans, 
and supported by the moat criminal abuse that 
superstition ean fomt of the established belief 
and religion, ^vdiich ode would suppose were 
oi^ly dictated for the happiness, liberty, and 
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salvation of the people, namely, by the excom- 
munications denounced against the people of 
Caracas for changing their government, render 
it necessary to tranquillize the deceived pietyof 
some^ to instruct their unwary ignorance, and 
stimulate their apathy, that had slumbered 
since the unusual tranquillity of the new order of 
things: in short, it is time to inculcate, that 
governments never had nor ever can have any 
other duration than the utility and happiness of 
the human race may require ; that kings are not 
of any privileged nature, nor of an order supe- 
rior to other men; that their authority emanates 
from the people, directed and supported by tha 
providence of God, who leaves our actions to 
our own free-will ; that his omnipotence does 
not interfere in favour of any peculiar form of 
government; and that neither religion nor its 
ministers can anathematize the efforts of a na- 
tion struggling to be free and independent in the 
political order of things, and resolved to depend 
only on God and his ministers in a moral and 
rieligious sense. 

"The very people of God, governed by 
himself, and guided by such miracles, portentoucr 
signs and favors as will perhaps never again be 
repeated, offer a proof of the rights of insur- 
rection on th^ part of the people suflSiciently 
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satisfactory to the orthodox piety of the friends 
of public order. The subjects of Pharaoh, and 
bound by force . to obey him, . collect round 
Moses, and. under his guidance triumph over 
their enemies, and recover their independence 
without being blamed by God or his prophet 
and legislator, Moses, for their conduct, or 
being subjected by them to the least malediction 
or anathema. This same people being after* 
terwards subjected by the forces of Nebuchad- 
nezzar ; first — ^under. the direction of Holofer- 
nes, Judith was sent by God to procure their 
independence by the death of the Babylonian 
general. Under Antiochus, Epiphanes, Mat- 
tathias and his sons raised the standard of 
independence, and God blessed and aided their 
efforts till he obtained the entire liberty of his 
people against the oppression of that impious 
king and his successors. Not only against the 
foreign Jkings who oppressed them did the 
Israelites resort to the right of insurrection by 
breiaking through the obedience to force ; but 
even against those whom God had given them 
in their own country and of their own nation do 
we behold them claim this imprescriptable 
right wherever their liberty and their advantage 
required it, or when the sacred character of 
those facts by which God himself bound 
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them to those he chose as their governors, had 
been profaned. David obtained the allegiance 
of the Israelites in favour of his dynasty, and 
his son Solomon ratified it in favour of his pos- 
terity ; but at the death of this king, who had 
oppressed his subjects by exactions and con- 
tributions to support the splendour of his court 
and the luxury and sumptuousness of his 
pleasures, then the tribes of Judah and Benja- 
min alone acknowledged his son, and the other 
ten, availing themselves of their rights, recovered 
their political independence, and in excuse 
thereof deposited their sovereignty in Jerobo- 
am, the son of Nabath. The momentary and 
passing hardships of the reign of Solomon were 
i9ufficient for the Israelites to annul their obedi- 
ence sworn to his line, and to place another on 
the throne without waiting for an order from the 
Deity, informing them, that their fate no longer 
depended on the kings of Judah, nor on the 
ministers, chiefs, or priests of Solomon* And 
shall .the Christian people of Venezuela and of 
all Spanish America be still in a worse plight, 
and after being declared free by the government 
of Spain after three hundred years of captivity, 
exactions, hardships, and injustice, shall they 
not be allowed to do what the God of Israel, 
whom they equally adore, formerly permitted 
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jto his people without being spurned, and with- 
out vengeance being hurled upon their heads? 
It is his divine hand that guides our conduct, 
and to his eternal judgments our resolution 
shall be submitted. 

'' If the independence of the Hebrew people 
was not a sin against the written law, that of a 
Christian people cannot be such against the law 
of grace. At no time has the apostolical see ex- 
communicated any nation that has risen against 
the tyranny of those kings or governments 
which had violated the social compact. The 
Swiss, Dutch, French, and North Americans 
|>roelaimed their independence, overturned 
their cosistitution, and varied their forms of 
government without having incurred any other 
spiritual censures than those which the church 
might have fulminated for the infringements on 
the belief, discipline, or piety, but without 
their being connected with political measures or 
alluding to the civil transactions of the people. 
The Swiss were bound by oath to Germany, 
as were also, the Dutch to Spain, the French to 
Louis XVI ., and the North Americans to 
George III.; yet neither they nor the princes 
that favoured their independence were excom- 
municated by the Pope. The grandfather of 
Ferdinand VIL, one of the most pious and 
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catholic kings that ever filled the throne of 
Spain, together with his nephew, Louis XVL, 
protected the independence of North America!, 
without dreading ecclesiastical censures or the 
anger of heaven ; and now that the order and 
succession of events more justly place it within 
the reach of South America, those who call 
themselves the authorized agents of the grand- 
son wish to abuse that same religion so much 
respected by Charles III., in order to prolong 
the most atrocious and unparalleled usurpa- 
tions. Just, omnipotent, and most merciful 
God ! Till when will fanaticism dispute the 
empire of that sacred religion which thou sent 
to the uncorrupted regions of America for thy 
glory and her felicity. 

. " The events which have accumulated in 
Europe to terminate the bondage of America,^ 
beyond doubt entered . into the high designs 
of Providence. Placed at a transatlantic 
distance of two thousand leaigues, we have 
done nothing in the three years which have 
elapsed since we ought to be free and inde- 
pendent, till the. period when we resolved to be 
so, than pass through the bitter trials of strata- 
gems, conspiracies, insults, hostilities, and 
depredations on the part of that same nation 
whom we invite to partake of the good of our 
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regeneration, and for whose welfare we wished 
to open the gates of the new world, heretofore 
elosed to all communication with the old one, 
now wasted and inflamed by war, hunger, and 
desolation; Three distinct oligarchies have de- 
clared war against us, have despised our claims, 
have excited civil dissensions amongst us, have 
sown the seeds of discord and mistrust in our 
great family, have planned three horrible con- 
spiracies against our liberty, have interrupted 
ojur trade, have suppressed our agriculture, 
have traduced our conduct, and have sought to 
raise against us an European power, by vainly 
imploring its aid to oppress us. The same flag, 
the same language, the same religion, the same 
laws, have till now confounded the party of 
liberty w:ith that of tyranny : Ferdinand VII. 
as liberator, has been opposed to Ferdinand 
VII. as oppressor ; and if we had not resolved 
to abandon a name at the same time synony- 
mpus with crime and virtue^ America would in 
the end be enslaved by the same power tliat is 
exjerpised for the independence of Spain. 

" Such has been the nature of the imperious 
impulse of conviction, tending to open our eyes, 
and to impel Venezuela to separate eternally 
from a name so ominous and so fataL Placed 
by it in the irrevocable alternative of being the 
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jllave or the enemy of her brethren, she has pre-* 
ferred the purchase of her own fi^eedom at the 
expense of friendship, without destroying the 
means of that reconciliation she desired. The 
most powerful reasons, the most serious medi^ 
tations, the most ptofouiid considerations, longf 
di^ussions, contested debates^ weU amlyze4 
combinations, imperious events, imminent dan* 
gers, and th6 public opinion dearly pronounced 
and firmly sustained, have been the precursors 
of that solemn declaration made on the fifth of 
July, by the gei^eral congress of Venezuela, of 
the absolute independence of this part of South 
America ; an act sighed for and applauded by 
the people of the capital, sanctioned by the 
powers of the donfederation, acknowledged by 
the representatives of the provinces, sworn to 
and hailed by the chief of the church of Vene- 
zuela, and to be maintained with the lives, for- 
tunes, and honour of all the citizens. 

*' Freemen, companions of our fate! Ye 
who have known how to divest your hearts of 
fear, or of hope ; give from the elevation on 
which your Virtues have placed you an inipar- 
tial and disinterested look on the portrait that 
Venezuela has just traced out to ydu. She 
constitutes you the arbitrat^irs of her differences 
with Spain, and the judges of her new destinies. 
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If you have been affected by our evils, and are 
interested in our felicity, unite your efforts 
with ours, that the artifices of ambition may 
not any longer triumph over liberality . and 
justice. V 

" To you it belongs to convince Spain 
of what an unfortunate rivalship places beyond 
the reach of America. Refrain the giddiness 
that h^s seized on her new governments ; point 
out to them the reciprocal advantages of our 
regeneration ; unfold to them the soothing pros- 
pect that they are prevented from beholding in 
America by that monopoly which has hardened 
their hearts ; tell them what threatens them in 
Europe, and point out to them what they may 
expect in America, tranquil, uncorrupted, and 
alre$tdy covered with all the blessings of liberty; 
nay swear to them in our name, that Venezuela 
awaits her brethren with open arms to share 
with them her happiness without asking any 
other sacrifice than that of prejudice, pride, 
and ambition, which for three centuries have 
produced the united misery of both countries." 

"Juan Antonio Rodriguez Dominguez,Pre^iWewf." 
**Francisco Isnardy, Secretary.'' 

'^Federal Palace of Caracas, July 30th, 181ir 
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CHAPTEB IV. 



State of Lima Ezpeditioii to ChOe, under Cobmel Gainsa. Exit of 

RegimeDt of Talavera arrives from Sgam Part of sent to Hnamaiigpa. 

BevolotioD of Coaco and Anqiupa......I>eath of PooncagBa, and the Fia^ 

triot Melgar Arrival of Flags taken by Osoria in Chile Vioeroy 

AhoBcal snperseded by Pesnela Character of the former Beginning 

of Pesnela's Administration Arrival of La Sertta«.....StBte of Lima to 

1817 Battle of Chacabooo in Chile Extract of a Journal New 

Expedition to Chile under Osoria... ...News of Battle of Maypn......LQ8S of 

the Spaniah Frigate Maria Isabel, and part of Convoy...... .Arrival «f Lord 

Cochrane off Callao. 

The preceding manifest from Venezuela, shew- 
ing the principal grievances of the Americans 
in that particular part of the country, was 
equally applicable to the colonists in general ; 
but many of the provinces laboured under pecu- 
liar disadvantages and oppressions, particularly 
those situated on the western side of the conti- 
nent; nor were the Creoles the first nor the 
loudest in their clamours. The Spanish mer- 
chants felt very severely the decrease of their 
monopoly, by the non-arrival of vessels from 
Cadiz, as well as by the arrival of several ves- 
sels, under Hamburgh colours, with British 
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cargoes and masters, tinder the protection of 
passports from the constituted sovereignties of 
Spain ; the large planters also felt the want 
bf new importations of slaves, and although 
the Creoles suflfered equally with the Spaniards, 
yet accustomed to suppress their feelings, they 
remained silent, while the former were loud in 
their deprecations. The sugar planters began, 
under the sanction of the new laws of the consti- 
tution and the cortes to manufacture rum, to the 
detriment of the owners of vineyards at Pisco 
and Canete, many of whom were Spaniards. 
Secret meetings were held in every part of the 
city; those of theSpaniards were permitted by the 
government under the pretence that they were 
innocent or virtuous, while those of the natives 
were called seditious and unwarrantable. Every 
opportunity was taken to lull the people with 
stories of victories obtained against the insur- 
gents in Upper Peru, and the most tyrannical 
espionage was set on foot by the government, 
for the purpose of thwarting any communication 
of the true state of affairs in America, when the 
government of Peru could only expect support 
from the native troops. Every thing seemed to 
augur to the government in Lima the fate of 
those of the other capitals of South America ; 
indeed Mexico and Lima were the only two 
: YPL. ni* R 
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capitals that preserved their ancient authorities ; 
the other two viceroyalties^ Baenos Ayres and 
Santa F€, and the captain^generalships and pre* 
sidencies of Chile, Chuquisaca, Quito and 
Caracas, with the greater part of the govern- 
ments of South America, were under the pro- 
tection of their own constituted authorities, and 
declared by the Spanish Viceroys in open war 
with the mother country. 

Colonel Gainsa was sent with an expedition 
against the revolted Chileans in 1812, and hav- 
ing landed at Talcahuano, he marched towards 
the capital : his successes were the continued 
bosLSt of the Spaniards in lima, who insulted with 
taunts the Creoles respecting their inferiority, 
forgetting that the army of Gainsa was almost 
exclusively formed of natives ; howev^, in 1613 
it was found that the career of Gainsa was at an 
«nd, and that he had come to terms with the 
insurgents, the principal import of which was, 
that things should remain as they then were, 
until the decision of the cortes in Spain ; for the 
purpose of obtaining which the Chileans should 
isend their deputies. This treaty was guaran- 
teed by Captain Hillyer, and sent to Lima for 
the ratification of the Viceroy, who, expecting 
troops from Spain, deferred its signature^ In 
April, 1813, the regiment of Talavera arrived, 
and Abascal followed the example of the Count 
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Ruis; he declared that Gainsa had no powers 
to capitulate, and prepared another expedition 
against Chile. 

The arrival of Spanish troops made the re* 
sident Spaniards more imperious and insolent 
than ever ; but they had soon cause to regret 
having sc^ited the assistance of an armed 
force from Sf^dn, for all the expenses incurred 
in the equipment of the expedition at Cadiz were 
ordered to be defrayed by the merchants of 
Lima. The d£cers and soldiers were also of the 
worst character, the former having been ex-^ 
pelled from different corps in the mother coum 
try for crimes which* they had there committed^ 
and the latter were taken from the common 
gaols, places of exile, and the galleys* The 
insoience of these protectcnrs was not limited to 
any class of people in lima : they had been in-^ 
formed in Spain, that the booty or plunder of 
the insurgents in America would make them as 
hch in the nineteenth century as that of the 
indians had rendered their forefathers in the 
sixteenth; thus robberies and even murders were 
committed under the sanction of rich promises ; 
and it was dreaded by the government, that the 
very force sent to protect them would cause a 
revolution, or perhaps head one in Lima ; how-^ 
ever an c^portunity presented itself to dispose 
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of two hundred of the nine that had arrived* 
The Cacique Pucatoro revolted, at Huamanga; 
deposed the Spanish authorities, and declared 
himself in favour of the Buenos Ayres army : 
this blow so near to Lima called for an imme- 
diate remedy. Two hundred soldiers of Tala* 
vera were sent to quell the rebel indian, who 
led them into a narrow ravine, and ascended the 
mountains on each side, where large piles of 
stones had been so artfully placed, that by re- 
moving one, placed as a key-stone, the whole 
mass rolled down the. sides of the mountains; 
and not one of the Spaniards escaped. The 
victorious Indians then ccmtinued throwing and 
rolling down pieces of rock till they had com* 
pletely buried their enemies. This patriotic 
Cacique was afterwards taken prisoner by a 
party of troops sent from Cusco, and was 
hanged and quartered at Huamanga. 

This disgraceful expedition only tended to 
render the Spanish soldiers more insolent ; and 
it became a difficult matter to prevent an open 
revolt 

Early in July, 1813, the transports for a 
new expedition to Chile were ready> and, on 
the thirteenth. Colonel Maroto and the troops 
of Talavera embarked for Talcahuano. Lima 
resumed her tranquillity, with what she consi-* 
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dered her safety, and the departure of the pro- 
tecting force was hailed as that of an insolent 
and oppressive enemy. But the calm was not 
of long duration. The news from the north, of 
the conquests in Quito by General Montes was 
accompanied by that of the revolution of Gusco 
in the south, and the possession of Arequipa 
by the Cacique Pumacagua ; this threatened the 
most fatal consequences to Lima; however^ 
General Ramires was sent from Upper Peru 
with a division of the army, then under the 
command of General Pesuela, and retook 
Gusco and Arequipa, where he put the old 
Gaciqueand upwards of a hundred of his fol- 
lowers to death, among whom was my particular 
friend, Jose Maria Melgar. 

Friendship and admiration demand of me a 
short account of this virtuous youth. He was a 
native of Arequipa, and educated for the bar 
at Lima : he had retired to his native city, and 
was on the eve of marriage with a female whom 
he loved. Pumacagua arrived at Arequipa, and 
took it; Me]gar was a patriot, he offered his 
services to the Gacique-general, they were 
accepted,' and he was appointed judge advocate 
to the army. On the capture by Ramires, MeU 
gar was apprehended, tried, and sentenced to 
be shot. His parents, his relations, and his 
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friends solicited his pardon, whidi was pror 
mised, on condition tibat he would publicly 
recant: to this he objected, and he was led to 
the place of execution* 

The assisting prie&t seated himself on the 
stool> and Melgar knelt to confess his sins, in* 
Toke a pardon^ and receive absolution ; but he 
suddenly rose from his knees, and, in a state of 
agitation, said to his confessor, '' Is it possible 
that you should here speak to me of things of this 
world ! It was your duty to speak to me of those 
in the next, which I am on the verge of witness- 
ing : this world mast soon cease to exist for me, 
and I had hoped to have left it in peace; but 
your request and promises have unsettled my 
mind, and agitated my souL I took a part in 
the cause of my country ; I believed it to be my 
duty, I did it, I considered it just; I embraced 
it, and I die for having done my duty, and only 
tegret at this moment that I shall not die so 
calmly as I expected. You, father, who ought 
to have endeavoured to create tranquillity in my 
sotl in my last moments^ have destroyed my 
peace F' — He then asked the adjutant if he might 
be allowed to smoke a segar, which bdng grant- 
ed, he turned round and said, ^* will any one for 
the love of God give me a segar V A soldier 
hatided him one ; he sat dowa on the stod^, and 
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smoked abont half the segar> knodied off the 
ashes, and threw it aside ; 1^ then thanked the 
adjutant and the soldier, and said ** thank 
heaven I am again calm and resigned ; now, Sir, 
do your duty." The bandage was ordered to 
be tied over his eyes, but he begged that this 
ceremony might be omitted : ^' I am not afraid 
to die," said he, and clasping his hands over his 
eyes, he exclaimed, " this will do ! " The fatal 
signal was then given — ^the soldiers fired, and 
the virtuous patriot Melgar fell! The execu^ 
tioners muttered^ '' so may the enemies of Spain 
perish ; *' but the genii of American liberty sang 
for joy, and the response was — so may the 
sons of America evince to posterity, that no 
sacrifice is too great for a true Patriot! 

The arrival of new troops from Spain in 1814, 
the defeat of the Chileans, and the occupation of 
Santiago by General Osorio ; the victory of Vil- 
capugio in Upper Peru by Pesuela, all seemed 
to threaten American independence, and the 
Spaniards grew more insolent and haughty. The 
colours taken by Osorio in Chile were brought 
to Lima and carried in procession to the church 
of Santo Domingo, where they were presented 
at the altar of the Rosary, and there deposited. 
The new president and captain-g^eneral of Chile, 
Don Casimiro Marc6 arrived,, and proceeded to 
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his presidency. The finauces began to be in^ 
sufficient for the payment of the troops, and 
those from Spain marched from their barracks 
in la Recoleta, and took possession of the citadel, 
Santa Gatalina, where they declared, that unless 
the government paid them their arrears, they 
would pay themselves ; assuring the natives at 
the same time, that no hostilities should be com^ 
initted against them. The alarm was so great, 
that the Viceroy Abascal sent a message to the 
soldiers, declaring, that their request should be 
complied with ; but he received for answer, that 
they would not alter their determination until 
the money due was actually paid to them. The 
Viceroy then went in person, and harangued 
the troops ; but he received only a repetition of 
the former answer; nor did they desist until 
jtheir arrears were paid. 

In 1816 the Viceroy Abascal was super- 
seded by General Don Joaquin de la Pesuela, 
when he immediately retired to Spain. On the 
arrival of the new Viceroy, the city was enter- 
tained with the entrada publica, public entry, 
balls, feasts, and bull-fights, with all of which 
his predecessor Abascal, had dispensed on his 
arrival, not wishing to oppress the city with 
such unnecessary expenses. 

It is due to the Viceroy Abascal to say, that 
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lis pf udeiide preserved tke capital to die crown 
of Spain ; and akkongh no Viceroy of Peru had 
e^er more acoideatal duties ta s^tend to» or 
more critical afiairs to manage^ yet Linaia ia in-^ 
debted to kirn for the feundation of the college 
Df San Fernando, instituted for medicine and 
surgery; the pantheon or geineral cemetery, 
nAd the absolute prohibition of burying within 
the walls of the city ; the rdi)nild]ng of the 
ooUege del Principe, fov the study of Latin ; the 
thorough repair of the city walls ; as well as 
lieretal excellent police establishments; and 
i&etwithstanding the public feeling at this time 
in Lima, he wqs accompanied to Callao by all 
the respeotable inhabitantSr and his departure 
was a day of mourning in the city : such are 
generally <^e sentiments^ even towards, an ene* 
my, when moderation bfets presided at his coun«- 
cite, and justice has guided his actions. 

Fesuela> the hero of Huiluma and Yilca- 
pugio> on taking cognizance of the treasury, 
diseovfred what was too well known to his 
predecessor — the low state of the funds : many 
]plaus were proposed for replenishing them ; do- 
nations were at first solicited, and afterwards 
contributions were exacted ; but these were 
incompetent to support the expenses of the 
government and the army, which, during the 
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first years of warfare, levied large sums of 
money, as well on friends as on enemies, and 
derived some support from the different royal 
treasuries at Arequipa, at Cusco, Charcas, and 
other cities in Upper Peru ; but, notwithstand- 
ing these temporary resources, the means 
continued to £sul, and the exigences continued 
to increase. The equipment of expeditions to 
Quito, Upper Peru, and Chile ; the demand of 
arrears by the troops that arrived from Spain^ 
and the necessary remittances for the sup- 
port of the royal armies, preyed heavily on the 
national funds, so much so, that the treasury 
dreaded a bankruptcy* The pay of all civil 
officers was reduced one-third, and at last a 
viceregal decree was issued, augmenting the 
tithes from ten to fifteen per cent*: this im^ 
post caused the greatest consternation throughr 
out the country, and met with strong opposition 
from the inhabitants ; many of the provinces 
refused to pay, and the governors were unable 
to exact it for want of an armed force to protect 
them against the fury of the people* 

General Ramires was left by Pesuela in the 
command of the army of Upper Peru ; but he 
was soon superseded by General Don Jose de 
la Serna, who landed at Arica, and proceeded 
direct to head quarters. This general was sent 
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by tbe king to command the armyi and with 
power to act independently of the Viceroy, at a 
time when any change in the established order 
of things was likely to be most productive of 
injury to the Spanish cause, and to this may 
be attributed the inactivity of the army under 
La Serna. 

The tranquillity experienced in Lima till the 
beginning of 1817 induced the Spaniards to 
believe that all was well : Chile was quiet, the 
enemy made no advances in Upper Peru, Quito 
was under the dominion of Spain, Morillo vic- 
torious in Venezuela and Santa F6; the Mexican 
insurgent chief, Morelos, had ceased to exist ; 
Ferdinand was restored to his throne ; the con- 
stitution was abolished ; the inquisition was 
re-established, and monarchical despotism had 
resumed its seat; new auxiliary troops were 
preparing in Spain to give the last blow to the 
patriots in America, and the most sanguine 
American began to droop for the cause of his 
country. But a change, unexpected by the 
Spaniards, and unhoped for by the Americans, 
took place in Chile on the twelfth ol February, 
1817, the news of which reached Lima on the 
ninth of. March. This was no less than the 
entire defeat of the Spanish army at Chacabuco 
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by General O'Higgins : the victory has gene^ 
rally been attributed, but most tmjustly, to 
<Seneitil San Martin, who was not even present 
in the action. The fdlowingiB an extract from 
the journal of a Spaniard with whom I was 
tKxjuainted in Lima. 

" February 4th, Don Miguel Ataro, chief 
lof the staff, ihfbrmed the government of Santi- 
ago, that the enemy had surprised the guards of 
the Andes, placed about twelve leagues in ad*- 
vance of Santa Rosa, (twenty-five leagues from 
the capital) and that of seventy-five men, tluF- 
teen only had escaped, bringing with them tht 
news, that the enemy was advancing ; at the 
same time Major Vila reported to the govern- 
ment, that the advanced guard at the paso de 
los Patos had reconnoitred the enemy^ and re- 
quested a reinforcement Atero immediately 
sent a company of Talavera in£uitry, and dien 
retreated with the division of the army stationed 
at Santa Rosa, to Cfaacabuco, leaving belund 
bim two pieces of artillery, ammunition, bag- 
gage, and warlike stones : the force stetioned 
at Santa Rosa amounted to abont four hundred 
men. 

*' February oth, the Captain-general Mftrc6 
ordered Colonel Qumtanilla to join tke arnqr 
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«tCbac«imco» m<li the battalion of carafainiers; 
;they arrived dn tke 6th, when QuintaiiiUa im^ 
mediately advanced to the eonventof CurimoA 
to reGonnoitre the enemy In Villa Vieja, and hav^ 
fiiig reported to Atero that their number did not 
-exceed six hundred^ an attack was immediately 
t)rdered^ which took place on the morning of the 
^vendi. 

** The cavalry engaged that of the enemy itt 
a place trailed de las Comas ; the crafty enemy 
jpetired towards the Cordillera, and halted at 
Patendo, where they were joined by an ambus- 
cade of a hundred borse* Our infantry did not 
advance with the cavalry, so that as soon al^ 
4hey wiere oveipywered by the enemy they fled 
in the greatest disorder towards our infantry for 
support ; OQ their return, to tiieir great surprise 
they fauod that the infantry also was in a dis- 
ord^wd retreat, without having taken part in the 
^action, and aleo that the commmider in chief, 
Jktero, had fled. Colonel Quintanilla now took 
th^oommamd, and collected the dispersed sol- 
diers ; he placed the infentry in the centre, and 
flanked it with the cavalry, although harrassed 
in the rear by the enemy in his retreat. Hav- 
ing at length reacbed Villa Vieja, a council of 
war was held by the jofficers, and it was re^ 
«Mlved4;o cofttinue their mar<ifa to Curimon; oti 



Digitized by 



Google 



134 TRAVELS IN 

their arrival they learht that the enemy was 
about to renew the attack ; on hearing which;, 
Colonel Marqueli^ to whom Atero had given the 
command^ continued his march to Chacabuco; 
The victorious army took up its quarters ia 
Villa Vieja : our loss was about thirty carabi- 
niers. There is no doubt that the whole of bur 
loss is to be attributed to Atero, who, observing 
a party of the enemy's cavalry on an eminence 
to the right, exclaimed, " we are cut oflf f when 
he immediately mounted his horse and fled. At 
ten o'clock at night the news arrived at San* 
tiago, and the greatest confusion began to 
prevail. 

'' On the morning of February 8th, the two 
judges, Pereyra and Caspi, and the general of 
brigade, Olaguer Feliu, fled to Valparaiso. 

'' On the 9th, Colonel Baranao arrived at 
Santiago with Colonel Eloriga, and 360 hussars. 

'* On the 10th, Lieutenant-colonel Morgado 
arrived with 450 dragoons; at ten o'clock at 
night Brigadier-general Maroto was appointed 
by Marco to take the chief command: our 
whole force consisted of 1000 cavalry and 1 100 
infantry. 

'' On the 12th, at six o'clock in the after- 
noon^ an officer arrived at Santiago with a 
verbal communication from General Maroto, 
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declaring, that he had suffered a total defeat. 
This was confirmed on the 13th by the arrival of 
Maroto and Quintanilla; Marc6 had left the city 
with about 1500 men, and resolved on renew- 
ing the attack ; but after more private conversa-* 
tion with Maroto, he returned to the capital, and 
summoned a council of war. After a long con- 
ference nothing was determined on, and the sub- 
inspector-general BemedOy the judge advocate 
Lescano, and the commandant of artillery, 
Cacho, fled to Valparaiso. From the 13th at 
noon to the evening of the 14th, officers, sol- 
diers and civilians continued to arrive at Val- 
paraiso, where they embarked on board several 
vessels then at anchor in the bay, and fled to. 
Lima; but it was not known till our arrival at: 
Callao, that the president Marc6 was left be- 
hind at the mercy of Bernardo 0!Higgins, to, 
whom the insurgents owe their victory, and we 
our disgrace." 

The most astonishing difference in the be-, 
haviour of the Spaniards was now observable., 
The haughty Maroto, who, when in lima with 
lus regiment of Talavera, despised and insulted 
every one, now that he had neither an officer; 
nor a soldier left, was humbled, and the bow of 
a negro or an indian was most courteously an- 
swered by this vaunting coward. 
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New iDsurrectioas ia the pnMriiices. of Upper 
Peru began to breakout; the victories of 6e*' 
neral BoiiTar in Colombia became known, and 
ahhough reports from the mother country were 
flattering^ yet die repeated requisitions for 
nio&ey were distressing* 
- Notwithstanding this state of afi^s^ the Vice-^ 
Foy Pesuela determined on another expedfitiom 
to Chile, the command of which was again given 
to General Osoriov The Spanish troc^s. consist-* 
ed of a battalion of hussars and the regiment of . 
Burgos, the best troops that had arrived fronii 
Europe. Their destination was to Talcahuano, 
which place, as it had been fortified by the 
Spaniards, was still held by them, with the aux^ 
iJiary troops of Chile. For the equipment of 
this expedition, the Viceroy took possession of 
the treasury belonging to the commissariat of the 
erusades, money, which in the opinion of all the 
lower classes, could only be appropriated to the 
st^pport of war against Turks, Moors and Infidels, 
and the greatest clamour was raised when it 
was applied to the purpose of waging civil war 
with Christians. This treasure being insufficient, 
tiiat called of the holy places, santos lugmts, a* 
iJerusalem, was also added to that of the bulte. 

After many difficulties had been surmounted, 
the expedition left Callaoin October^ 1817 ; and 
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calculating on its success, the Spaniards again 
resumed their 'arroganee, which in some was 
carried to such an extreme as to enter into a^ 
bond with one another of two thousand dollars^ 
never again to employ a creole. A Spaniard' 
said to me one evening, that he had six children, 
but if he thought that they would ever be insur- 
gents, he would go to their beds and smother 
them. 

This chivalrous fanaticism had risen to 
such a height, that a Peruvian officer, Landa* 
suri, said, in the presence of Pesuela, that he 
hated his father and mother, because he was 
bom in America, and that if he knew in what 
part of his body the American blood circulated, 
he would let it out ;. however Pesuela repri- 
manded him severely for such unnatural ex* 
pri&ssions. 

Nothing but reports of victories arrived from 
Chile, the bells scarcely ever ceased ringing in 
lima, and the choristers were hoarse with 
chanting Te Deums ; the haughtiness of the 
Spaniards became insupportable ; they paraded 
the streets in triumph, and, forming themselves 
into groups, insulted every creole who chanced 
tQ pass them. But their insolence was at its 
highest pitch in April, 1818, when the news of 
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the victory over San Martin and O'Hi^ns at 
Cancha-rayada arrived ; they considered Osorio 
more than a human being ; his wisdom and va-» 
lour were the theme of the pulpit, the palace, 
the coffee-hou3e» and the brothel. TJbe hero 
Qsorio waa at Santiago ; he would soon cros» 
the Andes^ mid release his virtuous and brave 
countrymen from their dungeons at San Luis 
and las Bruscas, and with the reinforcementa 
Ctxpected Arom Spain» in a convoy under the 
protection of the Spanish frigate Maria Isabel, 
he wouM ccmquer the Buenos Ayreans, and re^^ 
turn to lima with the heads of San Martin, 
O'Higgins, and Uiose of all the other chiefs of 
the banditties* 

This^ ferment of insolence and insults con<» 
tinually increased till the evening of the fourth of 
May, when about ten o'clock at night a valan* 
cm, post chaise, drove iqi to the gates of the 
viceregal palace, bringing the hero Oswio, and 
the news of his total defeat at Ma3qwi. On 
the momiag of the fifth a Creole was allowed to 
pass the streets unmolested, and might even 
presume to seat himself in a coffee-house at the 
same table with a Spaniaid. Confusion and 
^srnay were visible in the countenances of the 
royalista, the great Osorio suddenly becam«k- 
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ab \gn<>Tmt coward, who bad sacrificed his 
countrymen, and indecently fled to save his 
9Wn life ; even the Americans were now courted 
to join the Spa^iiards ia declamations against the 
late demi-god O$orio, and no hope was left but 
that the arrival of the expedition from Spain 
would retrieve the losses occasioned by the 
dastardly conduct of this chief. 

The first news, however, which they ob- 
tained of the issue of the boasted expedition 
was, that the soldiers of La Trinidad, one of 
the transports, had murdered their officers, 
taken possession of the vessel, and carried her 
« to Buenos Ayres ; this was seconded in Novem- 
ber, 1818, with the news, that the Maria 
Isabel and part of her convoy had been taken 
at Talcahuano and the island of Santa Maria 
by the insurgents of Chile ; and this blow was 
aggravated with the abandonment of Talcahu- 
ano, the strong hold of the Spaniards in Chile, 
by General Sanches, who took the command 
after Osorio fled. Still there was gall in reserve 
for the humbled Spaniards. The Chilean 
squadron, commanded by the Right Honour- 
able Lord Cochrane, made its appearance off* 
Callao on the twenty-eighth of February, 1819, 
his lordship's flag waving at the main of the 
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ex-Spanish frigate Maria Isabel, now the Chi-* 
lean flag ship O'Higgins. 

It became impossible for me to remain 
longer in Lima, so I left that city for the Bar- 
ranca, where I arrived on the first of March. 
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CHAPTER V. 



State of Lima on the Arrival of the Chileaa 'Sqnadroii; Arriral of at Hnacho 

At Sope Chilean Naval Foree, how CQaipoded......Captiire of ^ihe 

Maria Isabel by Commodore Blanco.'. Arriyal of Lord Cochrane 

' Appelated Admiral Leaves Valpaniiw) Arrives at CallaO)'Haacho| 

Bamacay Hoambeeho...,. •..Proclamation ot Cochnme, San Martin, aild 

0*Higg^ Description of Hoambacho......Paita taken Proceed to 

Valpanii80...-...Arrival.......De8Cription of. Road from Valparaiso to 

SaBtia|o. 



Tti£ arrival of the Chilean i»quadron on the 
coast: of Peru produced at once a dread that 
this part of South America would beconie 
the theatre of Var, and that retaliating iate 
would inflict on :this part of the 'colonies all the 
distrelBses which had been so universally spread 
amcmg the ofhei^ : it was feared^ that the ca- 
lamities prod.uced by invasion would how be 
wreaked on it in return for those that had beeh 
experienced in the provinces of Upper Peru> 
Quito and Chile. War was tit the very door, 
and the system of offence had alttiost rendered 
that of defence nugatory. It was :believed 
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that an army accompanied the squadron ; and 
the patriots of Lima busied themselves in sur- 
mising which would be the point of debarkation. 
On Wednesday, the third of March, a rumour 
arrived at the capital, that the land forces 
would debark at Ancpn, five leagues to the 
northward of Litfia ; at mrdniglit the report of 
rockets was heard in the large street in the 
suburbs of Sau Lasaro, called Malambo ; this 
Was supposed by the patriots to be a signal for 
reunion ; and by the royalistSj of the landing of 
the army t upwards of a thousand of the former 
immediately repaired to Malambo,.. and so 
completely filled the street, that the cavalry 
sent by the government could not pass the mob, 
and they rehired to tb^ ^ bridge! : both parties 
were anstiojB&Iy inquiring the cause of the 
reports^ ahd both riatired withoM obtainii^ any 
satisfactory inforsnation : , had the squadron 
lahddd. five hundred more, arid marched tb the 
6ity^ there is not thst least doiliht but that with 
the aasistaiice of the native, inhabitants^ they 
would have entered and tieiken possession of 
Saoia Oataltna and the difierent barracks, ais ifae 
number of Spanish troopei at that time did not 
exceed three hundred. ' 

On the 29th of March, part of the sqoadhin: 
Itoohdred in the bay of Hjcracho, fiir the purpose' 
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Qi obtaidiog news (torn the patriots on shore, 
wod also of landing two spies^ sent down by 
the Chilean government as well as for the dis« 
tribution of proclamations and other papers. 
Lord Cochrane here received ike intelligence, 
that a quantity of money, belonging to the 
Phillipine company, had been sent down to 
Huarmey to be embarked in the North Ameri- 
can schooner Macedonia, and that smother con- 
siderable sum was on the road to the aame des* 
tination ; and as the port jof the Barranca was 
better calculated for the purpose of intercept** 
ing the treasure than that of Huadio, the 
O^Higgins and the brig Galvarino dropped 
down to it, and a party of marines were 
^ent ashore, and took the money in the river 
of the Barranca before the muleteers could 
cross it. This was effected without any opposi- 
tion flbom the Spanish soldiers that were sent to 
protect it as a guard* Mr. Eliphalet Smith, of 
the United States, at first claimed the money; 
but he afterwards signed a document which 
specified the names of its true owners ; this was 
alsa corroborated by several documents whiek 
Mr* Smith delivered to his lordship. 

During the few days that the Chilean ves^ 
ads of war remained at Huacho, the Indians 
were at ficst allowed by the governor to take^ 
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down to the beach their fruit and vegetables; 
and sell to them ; but the commandant of the 
county militia having collected about two hun- 
dred of his troops, ordered the indians to desist^ 
s^nd in the most insolent manner commanded 
Lord Cochrane to depart, unless he wished to 
he driven out of the port. On receiving this 
message his lordship immediately ordered the 
marines to land and march to Huaura, which 
was done, and the town taken : indeed the 
troops never attempted to defend it, but fled 
with their chief at their head : the property be- 
longing to the government at the custom house 
and the estanco of tobacco were taken on board : 
no private property was touched. After this the 
trade with tlie indians was resumed ; however, 
on the departure of the squadron, five young> 
indians were apprehended, tried by a court 
martial, without their even having been soldiers ; 
and, contrary to the laws of the country, 
they were sentenced to death and shot, with- 
out any other reason being assigned to their 
protectorrgeneral, Manco Yupanqui, in Lima, 
l^an that, it was necessary to set such an ex- 
ample, because it might deter others from hav- 
ing any communication with the insurgents. 

Such were the feelings of the people in 
this part of Peru, that the inhabitants of the 
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village, called Supe, deposed the alcalde^ who 
was a Spaniard, and declared themselves iode* 
pendent ; but after the departure of the squad- 
ron, the principal rii^gleaders, Villanueva and 
Aranda, retired to a farm in the interior, where 
they bade defiance to the Viceroy and his 
powers. These two, with Reyes, a respectable 
farmer. Franco, Requena, a priest, and myself, 
were summoned to a court martial ; but having 
embarked in the flag ship, we cotild not appear, 
in consequence of which we were sentenced to 
death, declared contumacious, and all justices 
were authorized to apprehend any or all of us, 
and put the sentence into immediate execution. 

Before I proceed with the operations of the 
Chilean squadron, I shall give some account of 
its oiigin, and the arrival of Lord Cochrane to 
take the command. 

The brig Pueyrredon of fourteen guns was 
ihe first vessel of war that the state possessed : 
the brig Araucana of sixteen, and the sloop 
Chacabuco of twenty-two, were afterwards 
purchased. Captain Guise brought out the 
brig Galvarino of eighteen guns, formerly in 
the British service, and sold it to the govern- 
ment ; the San Martin of sixty-four guns, and 
the Lantaro of forty-four, were two East India- 
men, purchased by the state, and converted 
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into vessels of war. When Chile was possessed 
of this force, the news arrived of the sailing of 
the expedition from Cadiz, under the convoy of 
the Maria Isabel, and having obtained posses- 
sion of the orders given to the captains of the 
transports from the Trinidad that entered 
Buenos Ayres, and of their rendezvous in the 
Pacific, Don Manuel Blanco was appointed to 
command the Chilean vessels of war, San Mar- 
tin, flag ship. Captain Wilkinson, commander ; 
Lantaro, Captain Worster ; and the Araucana : 
they had the good lock to take the frigate, 
Maria Isabel in the bay of Talcahuano on the 
twenty-eighth of October, 1818, and four of 
the transports off the bay and at the island of 
Santa Maria. On the seventeenth of November 
the victorious Blanco entered Valparaiso with 
his prizes, amid manifestations of joy in this 
port. The government of Chile, to comme- 
morate the action, ordered a badge of honour 
to be presented to Commodore Blanco and 
each of his officers : this was a scutcheon of 
a pale green colour, having a trident in the 
centre, with the motto, " this first essay gave 
to Chile the dominion of the Pacific" — este primer 
ensayo did a Chile el domnio del Pac^co. 

The naval force of Chile having a native as 
commander in chief, and the captains, officers^ 
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tod crews composed principally of foredgners, 
must of course have been conducted in a very 
irregular manner ; and as Don Manuel Blanco 
had never served in a situation higher than that 
of an ensign, alferes, in the Spanish navy, it 
could not be expected that he was competent to 
fill that of a. commander in chief, and to con* 
duct with either honour to himself or profit to 
his country the operations of a body composed 
of such discordant materials as the squadron of 
Chile then was. It must be recollected, not- 
withstanding, that he added a page of glory to 
the annals of South American naval triumphs 
by the capture of the Maria Isabel of forty- 
eight guns, and part of her convoy. 

For the future success of the Chilean navy, 
tiie welfare of the state, the progress of inde- 
pendence, and the consummation of South 
American emancipation. Lord Cochrane ar- 
rived at Valparaiso, on the twenty-eighth of 
November, 1818. The known valour of thiat, 
chief, his love of rational liberty, and the volun- 
tary sacrifice which he had made by accepting 
a command in the new world, had reached 
Chile before the hero himself, and his arrival 
was hailed with every demonstration of jubilee 
by the natives. Before his arrival, however, 
Captain Spry, an Englishman, and Captain 
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Worster, a North American, both in the Chilean 
service, had been very loud in declaiming against 
him ; without ailing any other reason, than 
that it was quite contrary to all republican prin* 
dples to allow a "nobleman" to retain his title 
in the service ; but the true motive was too 
visible to escape the most blunted apprehension. 
Commodore Blanco had then the command of 
the squadron, and these gentlemen had assured 
themselves that they could controul him just as 
they chose, on account of his indifferent knowledge 
of his duties as commander in chief, and espe- 
cially as he had to manage British seamen. This 
with all possible delicacy had been mentiotied 
to Blanco, together with many whispers detri- 
mental to the character of Lord Cochrane. On 
the arrival of his lordship, Commodore Blanco 
was one of the first to hail him as^ the preserver 
of the liberties of his country, and to offer bis 
services under the command of his lordship ; 
and thus the patriotic Chilean smothered dissen- 
tion in the bud, and left its cultivators tp feel 
the rankling of those thorns which they tiiem- 
selves had planted. 

A few days after the arrival of Lord Cochrane 
he received from the government of Chile his 
commission as Yice-admiral of Chile, Admiral 
and Commander in Chief of die naval forces of 
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Uie Republic ; and on the twenty^second of De^ 
cember he hoisted hift dag at the main of the 
ex-Maria Isabel^ now the O'Higginfi, which 
flag Chile can exultingly Bay> was never hauled 
down nntil the last Spanish dag in the Pacific 
bad acknowledged its empire, and either di-* 
rectly or indirectly struck to it. At the close, 
when the fleet had finished its career of glory, 
it was lowered by the same individual who 
hoisted it ; it dropped like the sun in the west, 
while the descendants of the Incas blessed it, 
for the benefits they had received, with songi of 
heartfelt gratitude. 

On the sixteenth of January, 1819, Lord 
Cochrane left the port of Valparaiso on board 
the O'Higgins, Captain Forster, with the San 
Martin beating the flag of Rear-admiral Blanco, 
Captain Wilkinson, the Lantaro, Captain Guise, 
and the Galvarino, Captain Spry ; the Chaca-^ 
buco. Captain Carter, followed, but a mutiny 
taking place on board, he entered Coquimbo, 
where the principal mutineers were landed, sen- 
tenced by a drum head court martial, and shot. 

Lotd Cochrane chose the first day of the 
carnival for his first entrance into the bay of 
Callao, suspecting that the whole of the inha- 
bitants would be engaged in the follies of the 
season-^but he was deceived. The Viceroy 
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Pesuela had chosen that day for ope of his visits 
to Callao, and was sailing about the bay. in the 
brig of war Pesuela ; when the Chilean squadron 
appeared off the headland of San Lorenzo, the 
captain at first mistook the Chilean vessels for 
Spanish merchantmen expected from Europe ; 
however, fortunately for himself and the party, he. 
immediately came to an anchor under the batte- 
ries. The circumstance of the visit of the Viceroy 
had caused the whole of the military force to be 
under arms, and the whole of the batteries were 
manned. A thick fog coming on, the San Mar- 
tin, Lantaro, and Galvarino, lost sight of the 
flagship; however, without waiting for them, 
the admiral stood close in under the forts, and 
dropped his anchor ; a very brisk cannonading 
immediately commenced, and the dead calm 
that followed obliged his lordship to remain 
alone nearly two hours, under the continued 
cannonading from ashore, besides a brisk fire 
from the two Spanish frigates Esmeralda and 
Vengansa, brigs Pesuela and Maypu, and 
seven gun-boats* As soon as the breeze sprang 
up, the O'Higgins stood out, having sus- 
tained very little damage either in her hull or 
rigging, and without a single person on board 
liaving been killed. The north comer of thei 
Real Felipe was considerably shattered by the 
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9bot from the O'Higgins, and thirteen persons 
were killed on shore. 

His lordship next entered into a correspon- 
dence with the Viceroy, concerning the treat- 
ment which the prisoners of war (Chileans and 
Buenos Ayreans) bad received, and were actually 
receiving in the Gasas Matas of Callao; the 
Viceroy denied that they had received any ill 
treatment, asserted that they were considered 
as prisoners of war, although rebels, and 
traitors to their king, and concluded by express- 
ing his surprise, that a nobleman of Great Bri- 
tain should so far have forgotten his dignity, as 
to head a gang of traitors against their legiti- 
mate sovereign, and his lawfully constituted 
authorities. To this his lordship replied by 
saying, that the glory of every Englishman was 
his freedom, and that this had entitled him to 
choose to command the vessels of war of a free 
country, in preference to that of a nation of 
slaves — a command which had been offered to 
him by the Duke de San Carlos in the name of 
his master, Ferdinand VII. 

The following proclamations were distri- 
buted along the coasts of Peru, and sent also to 
the Viceroy. 
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Lord €k)chrtn6 to the inhabitants of Lirna^ 
and other towns of Peru : 

Compatriots ! I flatter myself, that ere 
long I shall address you more cordially with 
this epithet The repeated echoes of liberty ia 
South America have been heard with pleasure 
in every part of enlightened Europe, and more 
particularly in Great Brkain ; I, not being able 
to resist the desire of joining in the defence of 
a cause that was interesting to all mankind, the 
felicity of half the new world to thousands 
of generations, have determined to take an 
active part in it The republic of Chile has 
confided to me the command of her naval forces. 
To these the dominion of the Pacific must be 
consigned; by their co-operation your chains 
of oppression must be broken* Doubt not but 
that the day is at hand, on which, with the an* 
nihilation of despotism, and the infamous con- 
dition of colonists which now degrades you, 
you will rise to fill the rank of a free nation ; 
that august title to which your population, your 
riches, your geographical poidtion in the world, 
and the course of events naturally call you. 
But it is your duty to co-operate in preparing 
for this success, to remove obstacles, and to 
pursue the path to glory : under the assurance 
that you will receive the most efficacious assis- 
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taBoe from the goYernment of Chile, and your 
true friend, Cochrane. 

Doa Jose de San Martin, to the soldiers of 
the army of Lima : 

Soldiers of the army of Lima ! — ^The object 
of my march towards the capital of Peru is to 
establish an eternal reconciliation for the hap- 
piness of all. Mne years of horror have inun- 
dated America with blood and tears. You 
have been oppressed and fatigued with the evils 
of war, undertaken by the proud agents of Spain, 
to satisfy their own passions, and not for the 
good of the nation. The opinions and the arms 
of this part of the world will soon be presented 
before Lima, to put an end to so many mis- 
fortunes* You will only prdiong the sterile sa- 
crifice, if, blind to the irresistible fbrce of the 
general will, you attempt to support so rash 
an enterprise. Each of you has belonged to the 
cause of the pec^le ; each of you belongs to the 
cause of huiZMUiity ; the duties of a soldier can- 
not alter those of nature. The soldiers of the 
Patria, as iieuthful in the path of honour as in 
that of victory, are terrible only to the enemies 
of liberty. They set a higher price on the value 
of a victory, more from the injustice which it 
prevents, than for the glory they acquire. Fly 
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then from. the ignominy of perishing with your 
detestable tyrants. In the ranks of your 
brother patriots you will find the path to 
honour^ to felicity and peace. A general who 
has never asserted a falsehood ensures this to 
you. — Headquarters, Santiago de Chile, 30th 
December, 1818. Jose de San Martin. 

The Supreme Director of Chile, to the inha- 
bitants of Peru : 

Liberty, the daughter of Heaven, is about 
to descend on your fertile regions ; under her 
shade you will occupy among the nations of the 
globe that high rank which awaits your opu- 
lence. The Chilean squadron, now in sight on 
your coasts, is the precursor of the great expe- 
dition destined to establish your independence. 
The moment desired by all generous hearts ap- 
proaches. The territory of' Chile, and her ad- 
jacent islands are free from the yoke of the op- 
pressor. Our naval forces may compete with 
those of Spain, and destroy her commerce ; in 
them you will find a firm support. 

It will bean inexplicable enigma to posterity, 
that enlightened Lima, far from aiding the pro- 
gress of Columbian liberty, shall endeavour to 
paralyze the generous efibrts of her brothers, 
^and deprive them of the enjoyment of their im-^ 
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prescriptiblie rights. The time is arrived for 
you to wash out the stain, and in which to re- 
venge the innumerable insults you have received 
from the hand of despotism, as the reward of 
your blindness. Fix your eyes on the havoc 
occasioned by the tyrants in your delightful 
country ; at the sight of them engraved in its 
depopulation, want of industry, monopoly and 
oppression ; observe the insignificancy under 
which you have so long groaned ; fly to arms, 
and destroy iii your just indignation the standard 
of that despotism which oppresses you, and yoii 
will then soon arrive at the summit of pros- 
perity. 

Believe not that we wish to treat you as a 
conquered country ; such an idea never had ex- 
istence except in the heads of our enemies — of 
your common oppressors ; we only aspire to see 
you free and happy. You* shall establish your 
own government, selecting that which is most 
analagous to your customs, situation, and in- 
clination; you shall be your own legislators, 
and of course you will constitute a nation as free 
and independent as we are. 

Peruvians ! why do you hesitate ? Hasten 

* From the -very firat prodamatioD this promue was made to the Peravianf { 
6at we shall soon see how it was fulfilled by San Martm. 
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to break your chains ; com^ and sign on the 
tombs of Tupac Amaru and Pumacachua, the 
illustrious martyrs of liberty, the contract that 
must ensure your iodependence, and our ever* 
lasting friendship. 

Bernardo O'Higgins. 

On the twenty-sixth a Spankb merchant ship, 
called la Victoria, laden with cedar planks and 
horses, from Chiloe, was taken by the San Mar- 
tin, and on the twenty-eighth the attack was 
made on Callao, and two of the gun-boats were 
taken, after which his lordship dropped down to 
Huacho, and ordered rear admiral Blanco to 
continue in the blockade of Callao with the San 
Martin and Lantaro, and any other vessels that 
might arrive from Chile ; but Blanco, after re* 
maining a few days, raised the blockade, and 
sailed to Valparaiso, where he was imme- 
diately placed under an arrest by the govern* 
ment until the arrival of the admiral, when he 
was tried by a court martial for a dereliction of 
duty, but acquitted. J^ord Cochrane proceeded 
from Huacho to Barranca, and thence to Hu- 
armey and Huambacho, where he found a 
French brig that had received on board part of 
the money belonghig to the Phillipine company^ 
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and which tbe captain immediately delivered 
up. 

The bay of Huambacho^ about fifteea 
miles to the southward of Santa, is one of the 
most convenient on the western shores of Ame* 
rica : it is completely Iand*lodked: the anchorage 
is capital, and the landing is very good: a 
small river of excellent water enters the bay, 
and in the valley abundance of &re-wood may 
be procured. This vaUey formerly belonged to 
the ex-Jesuits ; but on account of the decrease 
of water in the river at certain periods of the 
year, there not being sufficient for the ordinary 
purposes of irrigation, the government has 
never yet found a purchaser for it* 

The soil is sandy, with a mixture of vege* 
table mould ; but like the generality of the lands 
cultivated in Peru it is extremely productive 
when irrigated. This is evinced at the smaU 
indian hamlet of Huambacho, about two leagues 
from the sea, and it would doubtlessly be a very 
fit situation for a cotton plantaticm, which does 
laot require so much water as the sugar-cane or 
lucern. The hills that surround the valley are 
covered with the remains of houses belong 
ing to the Indians before the conquest ; great 
numbers of huacas are found here, and probably 
much treasure is buried in them. 
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Lord Cochrane, after the O'Higgins and 
Galvarino had wooded and watered, proceeded 
down the coast to Paita, where having anchored, 
he sent a flag of truce on shore, by Don Andres 
de los Reyes, a Peruvian, who embarked at la 
Barranca, stating that the town and inhabitants 
should receive no injury, and that nothing but 
the treasures belonging to the government 
should be taken, as had already happened at 
Huiaura. He requested that no resistance should 
be made, as it would be unavailing, and only 
subject the town to the destructive effects of 
war. The answer was, that the town and 
the lives and property- of the inhabitants be- 
longed to the king, and that alt should be 
sacrificed in defence of the Spanish flag. The 
same individual was sent a second time, to re- 
quest that the military force would not expose 
the town and its inhabitants ; but instead of 
receiving the message they fired on the flag, and 
opened their battery on the Galvarino. This 
insult was immediately resented ; the marines 
were landed, and soon drove the Spaniards from 
the battery and the town, which was then 
pillaged ; the artillery was embarked, and the 
fort blown up. The O'Higgins and Galvarino 
went to the port of Barranca, and took some 
cattle, sugar, and rum from the farm of San 
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Nicholas, belonging to Don Manuel Garcia, a 
Spaniard. It was the constant practice of Lord 
Cochrane to quarter on the common enemy, and 
nothing was ever taken from a native by force, 
or without paying for it. Hence we proceeded 
to Callao, and thence to Valparaiso, where we 
arrived on the fifteenth of June. 

Valparaiso, situate in latitude 33'' T 4d" S., 
and longitude 71** 30' 66" west of Greenwich, 
is the. principal port in Chile. The natives 
flatter themselves, that this name was given 
to the port by the first Spaniards who visited 
it, and that it is a syncope of Valle del 
Pai*aiso, valley of Paradise ; but it is equally 
possible, that the Spaniards, who had received 
exaggerated accounts of the country, comparing 
it to Paradise, on their first approaching this 
part of the coast, might have exclaimed, valde 
Paraiso i vain Paradise ! which designation its 
appearance at present would better justify. The 
bay is. of a semicircular form, surrounded by very 
st^ep hills, which rise abruptly almost from the 
edge of the water, particularly to the southward 
and about half of the range to the eastward ; the 
other half forms a kind of recess, and the hills 
are not so perpendicular. During the winter 
season they are covered with grass, with some 
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stunted trees and bushes, such as moUes, myr*- 
tles, espino^ and maytenes ; but the soil being 
a red clay, the verdure soon disappears when 
the summer sun begins to shine on them and 
the rain ceases to fall 

The principal part of the town is built be* 
tween the cliffs and the sea» forming a row of 
houses, or rather shops; a few good houses 
stand also in a narrow street, but they cannot 
be seen from the bay, because a row of low 
houses with their backs to the sea prevent the 
prospect. The ^eater number of the inhabitants 
of this part of the town, called the port, to 
distinguish it from the suburbs, called the 
Almendral, reside in the ravines of San Fran- 
cisco, San Augustin and San Antonio, where 
the houses rise one above another, forming a 
species of amphitheatre; in many of them a 
person may sit in his parlour, and look over the 
roof of his neighbour's house ; at night the ap- 
pearance of this part of the town is pleasing, 
the lights beiug scattered about the hilla in 
every direction. The Almendral, or suburbs, 
stands in a kind of recess in the hiUs, on a 
sandy plain, aud most probably was in times 
past a part of the bay of Valparaiso; ia^ 
deed it is now often inundated by the spring 
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tkkat Sem^ tegiaimty begiae to b^ adojited 
here in the formation of afreets^ and soose of 
tk^ houMfei we aettl;^ A* the bottoln of llie 
Aim^odral there is^ t snail rivntet;' 

^ Valparaiso is d^Smded hy a fort on ibb' 
south side of the harboufi one at the xeeddetice 
of t^ gbverooar^ V^ one on the north dide of the 
bajr '- a oitadel'da the bill befaud tbe goverAdr*^ 
ptilaee oo an exteasive scale w and will perhaps 
n&nmin lukfinisbed. The places of worship are 
the parish charch^ the eoaVentuals of San Fran- 
Cisoo,. Sftn Aagstin, La Mesced (ih the Almendral) 
Santo Doflnihgo^ and tbe htrapkal chapel of San 
Juan.de Dios« Some of thepHncipal houses are 
built of stoQe> but the gmater part are of 
adtxves; allbf them are tovered with tile&, and 
those that ha?e at^uppet story have a balcony 
ib' front 

. Since the jrevdlutton many English conve- 
OieiKses and lajcuries in dress and furniture, as 
well as improvements in the: fimnnera and ous- 
toms of the i^abitasyts, have been adopted^ 
and aliaost any thing a la Ingiesa meets with 
approbation* 

The market of Valparaiso is well supplied 
^ithm^^ poultry, fish, btead, fruiti and ve- 
gdttibles at y€(ry moderate prices and of good 

VOL. III. Y 



Digitized by 



Google 



162 , TRAVELS IN 

quality. The climate is agreeable except when 
the strong winds prevail. In the months of 
Jtine and July the winds from the northward are 
at times very heavy; on this account the an-, 
chorage is insecure, because the bay is not 
sheltered in that quarter. 

From. the time of the discovery to the year 
1810 this port was only visited by vessels from 
Lima, bringing sugar, salt, tobacco, a small 
quantity of . European manufactured goods, and 
some other articles of minor importance ; ship- 
ping in return wheat, charqui, dried fruits, and 
other produce of Chile and Peru. The popula- 
tion amounted to about five thousand souls ; the 
commerce was in the hands of four or five mer- 
chants, . Spaniards, and the annual duties at the 
custom-house amounted to about twenty-five 
thousand dollars. After the victory obtained 
by the . Chileans at Chacabuco almost two- 
thirds of the population of Valparaiso abandoned 
their homes, or were forced on board Spanish 
vessels and taken to Peru, andthe town was 
nearly depopulated ; but since the revolution it 
has been constantly increasing in size, popula- 
tion, and riches. In 1822 it contained about 
fifteen thousand souls, three thousand of whom 
were foreigners. From 1817 to 1822 upwards 
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of two hundred houses were built ; at the latter 
date there were thirty-one established wholesale 
merchants, besides tin incalculable increase of 
retail dealers : there were also twenty-six inns, 
coffee-houses, &c. Besides the vessels of war 
belonging to the state, forty-one traders bear 
the national flag ; and the bay, formerly empty 
more thiah half the year, contains on an average 
fifty foreign vessels either of war or commerce 
during the whole year. 

The hospital of San Juan de Dios has been 
transferred from the centre of the town to the 
suburbs, and a Lancasteriaii school is es- 
tablished in the old building. 

A general cemetery for catholics is building 
by subscription, and upwards of two thousand 
dollars have been collected for another for the 
dissenters. As a proof of the increase of trade 
and speculation, a daily post is established 
between the port and the capital 

DOXLARS. 

The receipts at the custom-house in 
1809, Chile being then a Spanish 
colony, were 26738| 

Do. in 1821, being a free port . . 464387| 
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Number of vj^mels ihsA Qi«ler«d 99A left > 

ValfNinuflo in I8Q9, »U £ip»iw»b> . . 13 

Do. thaijontered Ai^o}«arie4 «nt w 1821 . 149 

Tb»t is :»^V««^9 ^ w^r . . , '%l 

of opnuaerce 131 

It ig quite vnii^^^sfff^y tQ dw^ci}! m tk^ ad» 
vwtog/e9 of cotao^aero^ to ^oy vajdc^; b^t l^i^r^ 
^e fewlt i9 ^cpUfjrly afipare^t, pot only 
among the higher and mi441^ ckiasej^, hvkt axnQfy 
. Ahe lowest : th^ p^sswt who ftt U>e tiwe 4>f my 
fesidenQe m QU\^, l.S09> if po^seas^ of ft 
4iollar^ \f^d;bQr:eftM^t])ropg)iU^ and hang 
it to his rosary — th^ B9m^ p^as^at joap poiy 
Jingle ^is .doublofffi^ in hi^ popket, Thos^ who 
m 1^3 wore oply the o^rie^ clothing, of their 
4)wnmwa^i!fy(fi^ we »ow fdrQwe4 « Buropew 
U^eys, Qpiftofijk, ^a4 ^^oftllwp ; libose who wer^i 
ash^me^ %o pt^^i^ thwRsc^ves tp ». granges: w 
who dared not evep ^p^ak i(o « mAS^ei:, no^ 
present themselves with confidence^ as if con- 
sciotw of the importance of their civil liberty ; 
they boast tpo of iChristiw patiwtiwB* genero- 
sity, and v^ojip. Th^ moi^oAwi^ Spiinish 
m^rcl^Ants. who purchased the wh9at wd qther 
prodi^ce before i^ waisrea4y for miarket at al- 
most any price, especially if the owner were 
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imeeaailated, or w&o Irat the fasmer money, to 
be paul in firoduce at hk own price — ^Buch 
merdoooit^ Imve disappeared, and a regular 
market is sufastitnted, where the natives of 
e^ery class Bi^oy. an oppcnrtunity of speculating 
and of reaping tiie advantages of experience* 
labourers of every class have a choice of work 
and of mastera, :«id idiis secures to them a jnst 
remuneration for their labour. The higher and 
middling iclasses. now know tikeir importance as 
citiaens of a free and independent country, in 
the prosperity of which &ey are interested, be-« 
eaiise they axeaware^ that with it their personal 
fttosperiity is connected; they can: express 
and >diseuss their political opinions, and in short, 
from the lowest ootler tof colonial vassals they 
have become the s^^bjects of an elective govern-^ 
nseiit and cituoens of the w:orld. 

The 3?aad from Yalparuso to the capkal, 
Santiago^ crosses the first range of moimtaane 
at the northerajextnemity <of the Almendial, and 
after passing over (very ainev)»i^ound for about 
fisre leagues, a dismal hndung plain presents 
itself'; ik^ girasais entirdy parehed in summer^ - 
and an winter the water foi^ms itself into several 
small laikes or swamps ; and scarcely a tree is 
to be seen in the vicinity. A small number of 
homed cattle is fed, but the prospect is cold 
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and dreary; After crossing this plain* more un- 
even ground presents itself, but being covered 
with grass, brushwood^ and trees, forming 
several small ravines, quebradas, with a few 
cottages straggling in different directions, the 
country appears beautifully roimantic. 

The plaioi of GasaBlanoa next presents it- 
self, having the town of the same nanae nesucly 
in the • centre.* The plain is perfectly level, 
about two leagues broad, and two and a half 
long ; it has the appearsmce of having been at 
some remote period a large lake, but as the 
race of Proniaucian indians, who inhabited this 
part of the country: before the conquest, has 
become extincti all oral traditions have been 
extinguished 'with them. The soil is a hard 
day, scantily covered with grass, and the only 
trees are a considerable number of espinos. 
The * town contains about two thousand inha- 
bitants, who are generally employed in the ^cul- 
tivation of the surrounding farms. Having 
slept here I proceeded on the following day to 
Bustamante, passing the cuesta dePrado, and the 
small town and river of Curucav6. Some parts of 
the road are remarkably picturesque ; in tKe^ra** 
vines or valleys the view of the mountain scenery 

* This town was oomplatdy destroyed by the earthqpake in 1823. 
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is grands from the mountaina the prospect of the 
ravines and valleys, as well as the distant viein^ 
of the snow-topped Andes, is magnificent. The 
myrtlie, of three or four varieties, the different 
species of cactus, thearrayan, the peumos, the 
boldps, and the beautifully drooping mayten 
adorn the sides of the ravines, offering a shade 
and rich pasture, on which, a considerable num*> 
ber of homed cattle, horses, and mules, are seen 
feeding. 

Bustamante is a post house, where travellers 
often pass a night when on their journey to 
or from the capital; the accommodations are 
indifferent, but a few years ago nothing of the 
kind existed : it must therefore be considered 
an improvement. After leaving Bustamante 
the road gradually ascends, and at the dis- 
tance of about a league from the house the 
cuesta de Zapata commences. From the top of 
this eminence the view of the Andes is most 
enchanting; the snow-covered mountains rise 
majestically, one range behind another, until 
their summits are lost in the clouds, or, when 
the sky is clear, till they are most exactly de- 
fined in the azure vault of heaven. When 
nearly at the foot of the cuesta, the city of San- 
tiago, the capital of Chile, makes its appearance ; 
it is situated in a large plain, having a small 
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ncky mouEtain, caUed Santa Lucia, ahnMiin 
the centre of which is a saa]> battery ^ 

The exceUe&troad from ValparaiM to San-^ 
tktgo was made fay the order and under the d^ 
iecti(m of D(m Ambrose Higgins, when ptem* 
itemt of Chile. Before the formation of tlni^ 
xo%d all goods were carried to and from the 
Mpital or the port on the bacI»of muleis^ but^ 
the greater part ifli now conveyed in^heaTy carti^ 
carretas, drawn by two or three yokes of oxen. 
A coach waa esrtabtiahed in )820 by M h IMfess, 
a North American ; it went i^om Valparaiso 
to Santiago, and returned twice a we^k. The 
distance is thirty leagues. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SMitiago;.....Poiiiidatioii......De8cript]oii of the City....«.Cootn8t betweea Um 

Society here and at Lima State of Chile ......Maniien and Costona 

RevolatioD ...Carreraa......O*Higguis.......]>efMit at IUuieiK«a...... 

Cbileans cross tfie CordiUeia Action of Ghacabneo Of Maypo...... 

Death of Don Joan Jose, and Don Lnis Carrera Murder of Colonel 

Bodripies......Komiation of a Naval Foroe......Death of Spaniah Prisoners 

at San Lnis....«.Naval Expeditbn nnder l^ord Cochrane •Pailnre of the 

Attack on Callao Attack at Pisco. Death of LientenantpCokmel 

Charles Capture of Vessels at Gnajaqna......Sqnadron retnms toChila. 

Santiago, the capital of Chile, was founded oa 
the 24th February, 1541, by the Spanish con-; 
que^or Pedro de Valdivia. Its situation is in an 
extensive valley called de Mapocho, bounded 
on the east by the Cordillera, on the west by 
the hills or mountains de Prado and Poanque, 
on the north by the small river of Colina, and on 
the south by the river Mapocho, or Topocalma, 
which passes the city on one side, and feeds 
many asequias^ small canals for irrigation; it 
also supplies the city with water. 

About the year 1450 Chile was invaded by 
the prince afterwards tlie Inca Sinqhirpca, who, 

• " VOL. III. z 



Digitized by 



Google 



170 TRAVELS IN 

more by persuasion than by force, possessed 
himself of this valley; it was called at that 
time, Promocaces, the place of dancing, or mer- 
riment The Peruvian government was not es- 
tablished here on the first arrival of the Spa- 
niards, owing perhaps to the opposition made 
by the Promaucians, who resided between the 
rivers Rapel and Maule, and whom they never 
subdued ; thus, although Garcilaso de la Vega 
Inca places the boundary of the territory 
governed by the Incas on the river Maule, it is 
more probable that it was on the Rapel, for 
near the union of the Cachapoal with the 
Tinguiririca, ts^ng the name of Us^el, there 
are some ruins of a Peruvian fortress, built in 
the same manner as those of Cailo and Asuay, 
in the province of Quito ; these apparaatly mark 
the frontier, and especially «s none are found 
more to the southward. 

Santiago is divided into squares or quadras, 
containing in the whole, if we include the 
suburbs, about a hundred and fifty, which are 
marked out by the streets ; but many are in- 
complete, wanting houses to finish the bounda- 
ries. The principal public buildings are tiie 
muit, the palace of the supreme director, and 
the cathedral, which, like that of Conception, 
is in an unfinished state. The mint is a very 
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htodaome edifice, vieiag^ m elegance with any 
other in South America, aod equ&l to fnany of 
considerable note in Europe. It was built by 
Don Francisco Huidobro, at the expense of 
nearly a million of dollars : he prese^ited it to 
the king» and in return received the title of 
Marquis of Gasa Real ; but this and all other 
titles are declared extinct by the independent 
government. The palace of the supreme direc* 
tor is incomplete ; the right wing, which should 
correspond with the left, is entirely wanting. 
In it are the different offices belonging to the 
government, and aiso the public gaol* The 
unfinished state of the cathedral is likely tp 
continue ; for large funds are wanting tp finish 
so extensive a building. 

The bridge across the Mapocho is a hand<- 
some structure of brick and stone. The tq^mar, 
breakwater, serves to preserve the city fronii 
being inundated by the river when the waters 
increase, dther by heavy rains in the GprdiHera, 
or the melting of the snows in the sumn^er, at 
which time this stream, though at other times 
insignificant, becomes a rapid torrent Here is 
a public promenade, like the Alamedas at Iima> 
having a double row of Lombard poplars on 
each side^ forming a shady walk for foot passen- 
gers, while thp middle (ma serVes fpr carriages 
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and hori^es. The tajamar is formed oftwo waliift 
of brick- work, and the interior is filled with 
earth ; a very agtieeable promenade is made 
on the top, having several flights of steps to 
ascend it ; some seats are also plaeed in the 
parapet which fronts the river ; the whole being 
two miles long. The snowH^bvered . Andes 
are about twenty leagues from the city, yet 
they seem to overhang it,- and the view of them 
from the tajamar is very majestic. 

Santiago is divided into four parishes ; San 
Pablo, Santa Ana, San Isidro, and San Fran- 
cisco de Boija. It has three Franciscan om^ 
vents, two of the Dominicans, one of San Au- 
gustin, and two of La Merced : those belonging 
to the Jesuits were five. Here are seven nun^ 
Tieries, two of Santa Clara, two of Carmelites, 
one of Capuchins, one of Dominicans,' and one 
of Aiigustinians ; a house for recluse women 
called el Beaterio, and a foundling hospital. 

Santiago was made a city by the kinyof 
Spain in 1552, with the title of very noble and 
very loyal; its arms are a shield in a white 
ground, in the centre a lion rampant holding: a 
sword in his paw, and orle eight scallops. Or. 
It was erected into a bishopric by Paul IV. .in 
156L It was the residence of the President 
and Captain-General of the kingdom of Cfa^e, 
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and counts fifty governors from Pedro de Vai- 
divia, the first, to Don Gasimiro Marc6 del Pont, 
the. last; also twenty-three bishops, from Don 
Rodrigo Gonsales Marmblijo to the present Don 
-Manuel Rodriguez. .Here was also a tribunal 
of royal audience, oneofaccompts, a consulate, 
or board of trade, treasury, and commissariate 
of bulls. The whole of the territory extends 
from the desert of Atacama to the confines of 
Arauco, and was subject to the above-mentioned 
authorities from the foundation of thegovem*^ 
ment in 1541 to, the beginning of the fortunate 
revolution in 1 8 1 o. 

Ilie contrast between the. society which I 
had just quitted in the capital of Peru and that 
which I here found in the capital of Chile was of 
the most striking kind. The former, oppressed 
by proud mandataries, imperious chiefs, and 
insolent soldiers, had been long labouring un- 
der all the distressing effects of espionage, the 
greatest enemy to the charms of every society : 
the overbearing haughty Spaniards, either with 
taunts or sneers, harrovring the very souls of 
•the • Americans, who ^ suspected their oldest 
friends and even, their. nearest relations. In 
this manner they were forced to drain the cup 
of bittemesss to the last dregs, without daring 
by participation or condolence to render it less 
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unpalatable; except indeed they eould find 
an Englishman, and to him they would unhosom 
their inmost thoughts, believing that every 
Briton feels as much interest in forwarding the 
liberty of his neighbour, as he does in pre- 
serving his own. ^In Lima the tertulias, or 
chit-chat parties, and even the gaity of the 
public promenades, had ahnost disappeared^ 
and quando h acabarA esto ? when will this end ? 
was the constantly repeated ejaculation. In 
Santiago every scene was reversed ; ibirth and 
gaity presided at the paseos, confidence and 
frankness at the daily tertulias; Englishmen 
here had evinced their love of universal liberty, 
and were highly esteemed ; friendship and coq- 
viviality seemed to reign triumphant, anld the 
security of the country, being the fruits of the 
labour of its children, was considered by each 
separate individual as appertaining to himae^lf ; 
his sentiments on its past efforts, present safety, 
and fiiture prosperity were delivered with un- 
controlled freedom, while the supreme magis- 
trate, the military chieC the, soldier, and the 
peasant hailed each odier . as couatrymen^ nmd 
only acknowledged a master in their <dttty> or 
the law. 

Mother prominent £eatsire in Chile is the 
irtate of her commense^ entirely fprmed ^ncp 
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Ibe revoluti<Mi ; it has rendered her not only 
independent of Spain, but of Peru also. For-* 
merly the fruits and produce of this fertile 
region of the new world were entirely indebted 
to Peru for a market ; but with the spirit of 
freedom that of speculation arose, and markets 
and returns were found in countries, of whose 
existence ten years ago (1819) even the spe^^ 
eulators themselyes were ignorant* Several 
of these provinces were conceived to be so situ* 
ated, that no one attempted to visit them, judg* 
ing that such a journey would be attended with 
almost insurmountable difficulties; dangers as 
great as the majority of the inhabitants of Eu- 
rope supposed were to be encountered by a 
visit to the coasts of Peru. 

The manners and customs of the inhabitants 
of Santiago are now very different from those <^ 
Conception in 1803, which was at that time 
nearly as affluent as the capital ; the estrado 
IB almost exploded; the ladies are accus*« 
tomed to sit on chairs; the low tables are 
superseded by those of a regular height, those 
on which the family, who at that period crossed 
their legs like turks or tailors, sat on a piece 
of carpet, are now abolished ; formerly all ate 
out of the same dish, but now they sit at 
table in the same manner as the English, and 
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their meals are served up with regularity and 
neatness. The discordant jarring of the old half 
strung guitar has given place to the piano^ and 
the tasteless dance of the country to the tiusite- 
ful country-dance. In many respects, indeed^ 
the Chileans here appear half converted into 
English, as well in their dress as in their di- 
versions and manners. 

The following brief statement of the revolu- 
tion in Chile, extracted from official documents, 
and faithful reports, will I flatter myself be found 
interesting to all classes — ^its details, however^ 
ian&t necessarily be confined within short limits. 

One of the peculiar features in all the South 
American revolutions was the accomplishment 
of the principal object, which consisted in de- 
posing the constituted authorities without blood- 
shed. This was the case at Caraoas, Santa F6 
de Bogotd, Quito, Buenos Ayres and Chile ; Bxid 
at a later period at Guayaquil, Tru^tillo, Tarma^ 
and even at Lima ; for the Spanish forces quitted 
the city, and the Chilean entered without the 
occurrence of a skirmish either in the capital or 
its vicinity. 

The same causes which operated in Vene- 
zuela and Quito, and have been already stated^ 
were felt in Chile, and produced similar effects^ 
On the 18th July, 1810, the president Carrasco 
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wt^ ^posed by the native inhabitaDtn under 
the plea of his incapacity of preserving this part 
t)f the Spanish doimQions for Ferdinand, when 
he shonkL be freed from his captivity, and a 
junta which was formed of the Cabildo took 
upon itself to govern according to the old sya^ 
tem, bat with the secret intention of following 
the course and example of Buenos Ayres in 
declaring her independence. In 1811 Don 
Juan Jose Carrera, the son of Don Ignado 
Carrera of Chile (who had been sent to Europe, 
and in the continental wnx had attained the 
rank of a lieutenant*colonel and commandant of 
a regiment of hussars) crossed the Atlantic 
to succour his native country, whidi he was 
considered by his friends as the only person 
capable of saving from the impending ruin 
which threatened it from the result of the steps 
taken ; and he was in consequence nominated 
by the junta supreme president of the congress 
which was convened, besides which he was ap- 
pointed general in chief of the army about to be 
formed The first step which Carrera took was 
to establish a defensive army, which he imme- 
diately began to recruit and discipline, choosing 
his officers from among the most zealous friends 
of liberty. He constituted himself colonel of 
the national guards, appointed his elder brother^ 
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Don Jose Miguel, colonel of grenadiers^ and his 
younger, Don Luis, colonel and command^t of 
artillery. At this time the principal military 
force of Chil^ was at Conception; indeed the 
whole of the force, excepting two companies, 
which had always been on duty in the capital, 
and about fifty stationed as a garrison at Valpa- 
raiso, was employed on the frontiers of Arauco. 
On hearing of what had taken place in the capi^ 
tal, the troops at Conception declared them- 
selves in favour of the cause of liberty* The 
inhabitants of Conception pretended that their 
city was better calculated to be the seat of 
government than Santiago ; and as the troops 
were principally composed of Pencones, natives 
of the place, they were persuaded to join in 
the request) which occasioned some difficulties 
to Carrera, and it was feared that this untimely 
pretension would be the cause of a civil war; 
but it was finally adjusted that, for a specified 
time, the troops of Conception should remain to 
the southward of the river Maule, and those of 
Santiago to the northward. This, gave Carrera 
an opportunity to gain over the troops, which he 
did by sending emissaries to Conception, when 
a general reconciliation took place,' and the 
whole of the troops were placed under the com- 
mand of Don Juan Jose Carrera. 
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The Spanish troops from lima, Coquimbo 
and Ghiloe, under the command of Colonel 
Gaihsa, began hostilities in the south of Chile ; 
various a^ons and skirmishes occurred be- 
tween them and the undisciplined Chileans, the 
result being favourable to the latter. In 1813, 
Don Bernardo O'Higgins (then a captain of 
militia) joined Carrera, who bestowed on him 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel of the line, and 
shortly afterwards raised him to that of brigadier 
general, for the important services he rendered 
with the Guerilla parties. 

In 1813, the three Carreras, with a conside- 
rable number of their officers, were retaken pri- 
soners by the Spaniards, and confi^ied at Talca. 
The command of the army devolved on O'Hig- 
gins, he being the semor officer. He availed 
himself of this opportunity, assumed the civil 
power, caused himself to be proclaimed presi- 
dent, and appointed a substitute in the capital 
to govern during, his absence. The Carreras 
being possessed of money bribed the soldiers 
at Talca and made their escape. O'Higgins 
instantly offered a reward for their apprehen- 
sion. The three Carreras immediately set off 
io Santis^o; disguised as peasants, and made 
themselves known to some friends ; Don Luis 
vWas apprehended and imprisoned; Don Juan 
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Jose went ia lus disgjiiae to the wAH^etj bar- 
neks, and hsauf'mg entered, diacoveried himaelf 
to the offioefs mod soldiers, who Wieloomed his 
wrivBl, tmd promised to 8iipfM>rt bim ; in eonse** 
queooe of wtiidi he auaidbied with the soldiers 
to the plasa, and liberated his brother Ijm* 
The citizens pi^ompliijr mnstated the Carres 
nSf coni the news being eonireyed to 0'H%<« 
gins, he raaiched his Atmy towards the capital, 
kasriiig t!he enemy to araH iiimself of ^the >civil 
diaeords of &e lOniseans. iQarrera proposed tp 
unite their respective forces, proceed against 
4;he x^osamon enMoy, and l^ve their private 
qwrrete itp be deqided by the fortiiae of war, or 
I>y tj^ iwi&ages of ithe fieople. To these furo^ 
posak O'fliggios xibjected, and the two generals 
pr^ai^d &>T aelaon. iGanaera chpse ithe plan of 
Maypu, whenO'fiig^puiSiacMwbeg^ tbe attack, 
and waa t&pnaiBei; Ihe peasantiy, lunder the 
jcommandof 'C^ra:era,!sdthough victorioiis, oaHed 
iOSk ihmr countrymen ^o desist, not to Ay, ki^% to 
surrender to their Arait rand best chief ; this they 
did, Wiore g&os&tamly received, asid forgiiven* 
•O'iliggins and his principal lofiEcers were made 
f)risK«e]:& Theyail eicpected that tlieir offended 
^fenierafi -would ihoiog them to judgoi^nt as trai- 
43at&; but they were pardoned, restored to their 
(former situations in the anny, ^and 0*iiig^iis 
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wasremBtated in the eommanc) bf the vanrguard, 
and received orders to march towards Ran^. 
cagaa, where Carrera soon afterwards repaired 
wit^ the remaindiQr of the army. The Spaniards 
profited by thedissentions of the patriot chiefs, 
recruited and disciplined more troops, and in^ 
▼ested the town of Raneagua en the first of 
October, 1614. Oarreni and his troops de- 
fended themselves here forty-dght hours, and 
when their ammunition wa? expended and they 
were obliged to evacuate the place, they cut 
their way through the raiiks of the Spanish 
soldiery sword in hand. General Carrer^ and 
his two brothers, CHiggins, Benevi^nte, the 
nnfortunate RodrigUjes, and several of the more 
wealthy citizens, crossed the Cordillera, leaving 
General Osorio in possession of the whole of 
Chile. 

"^ TbeSpamsh regime being thus rci-established 
in C^ile, the different functionaries who had 
been deposed veeumed their o$ces, and a new 
tribunal called de la purifieatian was established, 
through which ordeal all those natives who 
willed to be considered as loyal subjecfB to 
fi^poin had to pass. It was composed of Spaa-v 
iards, principally officers, having the celebrated 
Major Sfim Bruno as prei^dent. Noting can 
bt imaged more arbitrary than tihe oonduc| 
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of this tribunal; its assumed duties were 
to examine the proceedings of the inhabitants, 
and, independently of any established laws or 
set forms, to sentence or acquit. The prisons 
were filled Mrith the objects of persecution, 
the places of exile were crowded with the 
victims of this political inquisition, and Chile 
groaned under the unwise administration of 
Osorio. This tyrannical general and Marc6, 
instead of pursuing conciliatory measures, 
which would have attached the mal-ccmtents 
to their party, adopted every kind of perse- 
cution, and cultivated distrust; until enmity, 
which ripened in. secret, at the first favourable 
opportunity produced conspiracies, and all the 
fatal effects of revenge. 

General Carrera pursued his route to Bueno£( 
Ayres, where he embarked for the United 
States to solicit assistance ; while O'Higgind, 
Rodrigues, Mc Kenny, and Calderon, began to 
recruit and discipline a new army for the re-oc* 
cupation of Chile : the command of the army 
was given to San Martin ; it crossed the Cordil- 
lera, and the battle of Chacabuco was fought 
on the twelfth of February, 1817, the result of 
which has already been stated. On the arrival 
of the patriot troops in Santiago an elective 
government was fonned, of which General S.aa 
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Martin was nominated the supreme director; 
but he declined the o£fer, and recommended 
his friend, General O'Higgins, t6 fill the place. ; 

The refuisal of San Martin to accept thQ 
first and highest post of honour in Chile was 
misunderstood at the time ; it was construed 
into a deference to the superior abilities of 
O'Higgins, and to modesty on the part of the 
hero of Chacabuco ; whereas some who knew 
him better were persuaded, that he intended to 
govern the government, and to make it subser- 
vient to his own purposes. Besides, a wider 
field for the ambition of San Martin now pre«- 
sented itself. He began to look forward to 
Peru, which afterwards became the theatre of 
his warlike virtues. 

The Spaniards kept possession of Talcahu- 
ano, as well as the southern provinces, and 
received supplies from Peru, principally com- 
posed of the regiment of Burgos, one of the 
finest bodies of troops ever sent from Spain. 
General Osorio again took the command of the 
army, and marched towards the capital, while 
the patriots mustered all their forces to oppose 
him. The Spanish force was composed of about 
five thousand regulars, and it gained several 
advantages, particularly one at Cancharayada, 
where they surprised the Chilean army in the 
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night; and completely dispersed it; and had 
Osorio continued his march, be might have 
entered the capital without any opposition ; but 
he remained at Talca, and allowed the patHots 
to collect their scattered forces. This they were 
not slow in performing^ for on the fifth of April 
they presented themselves on the plain of May- 
pu about seven thousand strongs including the 
militia; indeed very few of them could be 
tailed veterans, except in their fidelity to the 
cause of their country. O'Higgins having been 
severely wounded in his right arm at Cancha- 
rayada, could not take the fields but remained 
in his palace at Santiago. San Martin and 
Lai3 Heras commanded the patriots, and Osorio 
the royalists on this memorable day, which 
tsealed the fete of Chile. The conflict was ob- 
Idtinate and sanguinary during the greater part 
t)f the day ; in the afternoon fortune appeared to 
favour the Chileans, when lieutenant-colonel 
O^Brian observed, that the regiment of Burgos 
were endeavouring to form themselves into a 
solid square; he immediately rode up to General 
ISan Martin; and begged him to charge at 
the head of the cavalry and prevent the com- 
pletion of this manoeuvre, stating^ that if it 
were effected nothing could prevent their 
^^arc^ing to the capital San Martin^ instead of 
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charging at the h^ of the cavalry, ofdered 
O'Brian to charge, which he did, and completely 
routed the Spaniards^ and gave the victory to 
the patriots. Osorio on observing the fate . of 
the regiment of Burgos fled with a few officers 
and part of his body-guard. When O'Brian 
returned to the commander in chief and re-- 
ported to him the news of the victory, he was 
answered by a bottle of rum being offered to 
him by the hero of Maypu^ accompanied with 
this familiar expression, toma ! take hold ! 

Of the five thousand men commanded by. 
Osorio two thousand fell on the field, and two 
thousand five hundred were made prisonerSji 
with one hundred and ninety-three officers, who 
were immediately sent across the Cordillera to 
the Punta de San Luis and Las Bruscas ; Ge* 
lieral Osorio, with about. two hundred follow- 
ers, escaped from the field of action and. fled to 
Cdnception- 

This victory over the Spaniards gave to the 

Chileans that complete independence for which 

they had been struggling ever since 1810; but 

the glory of the achievement was tarnished by 

what took place as well at Mendosa on the east 

side of the Cordillera as at Quillota on the 

west. On the return of General Carrera from 
t VOL.; in. 2 3 
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the United States^ bringing with him several 
officers and some supplies of arms^ for the 
purpose of equipping an expedition for the 
liberation of his country, he found, on his arrival 
at Buenos Ayres, that his two brothers were 
on their parole of honour in this city, and were 
not allowed to return home nor to join the army. 
This proceeding astounded Carrera, but he had 
scarcely time to inquire into what had taken 
plfice, when he was himself arrested and placed 
on board a gun brig belonging to Buenos Ayres ; 
at which time his two brothers, fearing the same 
fate, fled, Don Luis on the nineteenth of July, 
1817, and Don Jose Miguel on the eighth of Au- 
gust : on the seventeenth they were apprehend- 
ed near . Mendosa, and thrown into prison, 
when they were in hopes of having been able to 
cross the Cordillera and again to serve their 
country. 

It appears that Don Jose Miguel Carrera 
when at Rio Janeiro had obtained a copy of the 
negociation which had been carried on in 
France by Don Antonio Alvares Jonte, the 
agent of the supreme director of Buenos Ayres, 
Pueyrredon, for the purpose of establishing a 
monarchy in this place, and of giving the 
throne to Charles Louis Prince of Lucca, the 
>son of Don Louis of Bourbon, heir apparent to 
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the Dukedom of Parma, and Dona Maria Louisa 
of Bourbon, daughter to Charles IV. of Spain, 
afterwards called the king and queen of Etruria. 
The possession of these documents, and a know- 
ledge of all that had transpired, rendered Car- 
rera an unwelcome visitor at Buenos Ayres, and 
a suspicious character to Pueyrredon, who, to 
provide for his own safety, determined on the 
destruction of this individual, but he escaped 
from the brig and fled to Monte Video. 

Don Jose Miguel and Don Luis were equally 
dangerous opponents to the vices of San Martin^ 
who on hearing of their being arrested sent aver 
his arch-secretary Don Bernardo Monteagudo to 
bring them to their trial ; and as it was neces^ 
sary to forge some ostensible motive for their 
execution, as that of having disobeyed the or* 
ders of a government to which they had never 
promised fealty could not be accounted suf- 
ficient, Don Juan Jose was accused of hav« 
ing murdered the son of the postmaster of 
San Jose in the year 1814, of which act, how-* 
ever, Monteagudo himself says, in his Extracts 
de la Causa seguida contra los Carreras, p. 7^ 
'* although from the nature of the circumstances 
the murder could not be proved by evidence, 
yet the whole of the procured evidence was 
such, that the probability of the aggression was 
in the last degree approaching to a certainty/' 
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^s this accusation did not include Don Lui0 
another plan was laid that should inculpate the 
two brothers. Some of the soldiers then on duty 
at Mendosa were directed to propose to the 
prisoners the means of escaping, to which they 
acceded, and on the2othof February, 1818, 
Pedro Antonio Olmos informed the governor of 
Mendosa that Don Juan Jose and Don Luis 
Carrera had formed h plan to escape fronl pri- 
son on the following night, and brought in Man* 
nuel Solis to support the information. This put 
the machine in motion, and five other soldiers 
were adduced as evidence against the unfor- 
tunate brothers. On the 10th of March thtf 
examinations closed, on the 1 1th they were re- 
quested to appoint their counsel, and on the4tli: 
of April the Fiscal solicited the sentence of 
death ; on the 8th the solicitation was approved 
of, as being according to law, by Miguel Jose 
Galigniana and Bernardo Monteagudo, to which 
was subjoined the following order: " let the sen- 
tence be executed — Don Juan Jose and Don Luis 
Carrera are to be shot this afternoon at five 
o'clock." (Signed) Toribio de Lusuriaga. The two, 
unhappy brothers heard their sentence at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, and they were slaughr 
ter^d at six. They left the dungeon arm in arm, 
walked to the pi ace of execution, and having 
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embraced each other, sat themselves down on 
a bench, and ordering the soldiers to fire^ 
they again' embraced each other in deaths 
The conduct of General San Miartin in this 
afiair may perhaps be defended by his friends 
and partisans; but the prevalent belief is, 
that on finding a considerable party in Chile in 
favour of the Garreras, he was determined on 
their destruction, and that the order for the exe* 
Ctttion of Don Juan Jose and Don Luis was 
sent by him to Lusuriaga the governor. Nothing 
however can- be conceived more brutal than 
what occurred at Santiago after the execution oi 
the two brothers. San Martin sent to their un- 
happy father an account of the expenses incur- 
red on their trial and execution, with an order 
for immediate payment, or that the father should 
be committed to prison.. The venerable old man 
defrayed the bloody charge, and two days after- 
wards he expired, the victim of malice and of 
persecution. I was at Santiago at the period, 
and followed the corpse to the grave. 

At the same time that this tragedy was per«^ 
formed on the eastern side of the Gordillera, 
another, which for its midnight atrocity exceeds 
even the fabulouslegends of cold-blooded cruelty, 
was performed by the same manager on the 
western side : an act that would curdle the 
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milk of sympathy into a clotted mass of batf edv 
Don Manuel Rodrigues obtained the rank of 
colonel in the service of his country ; he crossed 
the Cordillera after the defeat of the patriots at 
Rancagua, remained with 0'Higgins> and as* 
siSted to discipline the army commanded by 
San Martin ; the battle of Chacabuco added 
honour and glory to his name, and the field of 
Maypu crowned him with laurels. His ccmduot 
as a soldier and his manners as a gentleman 
had endeared him to all who knew him ; but 
the record of his virtues was the instrument of 
his destruction; the jealousy of San Martin 
could not brook a rival in those glories which 
he considered exclusively his own, and that the 
popularity of Rodrigues might withdraw for one 
moment the attention of a single individual 
from contemplating the greatness of the hero of 
Maypu. Rodrigues was apprehended^ and sent 
to Quillota> where after he had remained a few 
days, San Martin sent a corporal and two sol-- 
diers, with an order for Rodrigues to be deli- 
vered up to them ; he was conducted along the 
road leading to the capital, and not permitted 
to stop at night at a house which they passed, 
and where he requested they would allow him 
to rest. The morning dawned on the everlasting 
resting place of thk gallant Chilean — be waik 
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murdered at midnight by his ruffian guard, and 
buried at a short distance from the high road. 
Inquirie^s were aftecwards made by the relatives 
of Rodrigues, but no satisfactory accounts could 
be obtained at head-quarters ; the soldiers who 
were the only persons capable of giving infor^ 
mation were not to be found; this was easily 
accounted for ; General San Martin had sent 
them to the Punta de San Luis, to be tiken 
eare of by his confidant Dupuy, who was at this 
time under training for another scene of blood- 
shed, more horrible, if possible, than the past. 

After the expulsion of the Spaniards, the 
supreme director, O'Higgins, knowing the im* 
portance of a naval force, which might protect 
the shores of Chile and its commercial interests 
against the Spanish vessels of war, applied 
himself seriously to the acquisition not only of 
vessels but of officers and crews. The two 
East-indiamen, the Cumberland and the Wind- 
ham, afterwards the San Martin and the Lau- 
tero, were purchased ; the Chacabuco and the 
Pueyerredon were equipped ; the Galvarino was 
purchased, and the Maria Isabel was taken. 
But after all this the possession of vessels 
would have been attended only with expense, 
had not the good fortune of South America been 
supported by the devoted services of Lord 
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Cochraae, to whom the western shores of the 
pew world owe their emaDcipation, and Eng- 
land the commerce of this quarter of the globe. 

O'Higgins being desirous of lightening the 
burden of the administration which had been 
confided to him, nominated five individuals as 
consulting senators; but he unwarily granted 
to them such powers as made them independent 
of his own authority, and consequently ren- 
dered , himself subservient to their determina- 
tions. This caused innumerable delays in the 
despatch of business, and prevented that sectesy 
which is often indispensably necessary in the 
a£fairs of state ; indeed these two defects of 
tardiness and publicity were often visible in 
Chile, for by such delayis the enemy was in- 
formed of the designs of the government, and 
prepared to thwart their execution. 

After the squadron had sailed from Valpa- 
raiso on the fifteenth of January, 1819, under 
the command of Lord Cochrane, the whole 
attention of the Chileans was engrossed with, 
the expectation of decisive victories which were 
to be obtained over the Spaniards in Peru ; they 
felt themselves secure under the protection of 
the fleet, atid congratulated each other on having 
now transferred the theatre of war from their* 
dwn country to that of their enemy ; but a new 
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€iBly to afltonish the inhabitants of this part of 
tiie new world, but to call down on the head 
of itS' author universal execration. The following 
extract is from the ministerid gazette of San* 
tiago of the fifth of Mai^ch, 1819 :^ 

""^ On the eighth of February last, between 
eight and nine o'clock in the morning, my orderly 
informed me that some of the Spanish ofl^cers 
confined here wished to see me. I ordered 
him. to allow them to enter ; I was at this time 
conversing with the surgeon Don Jose Maria 
Gomes and my secretary Don Jose Manuel 
Baveros. Colonel Morgado, lieutenant-Colonel 
Morla; and Captain Carretero entered ; Carre- 
tera Mt himself down on my left hand, and 
i^ker a few compliments, he drew from his 
breast a poignard, and struck at me with it, but 
I fortunately parried the blow. Carreteioex^ 
claimed at the same time, ^' these are your last 
moment9f you villain, America is lost, but youf 
shall not esmpeT I drew back to defend my- 
self against Colonel Morgado, who attempted a 
second blow, at which time General Ordones> 
Colonel Prime, and lieutenant Burguillo en- 
tered; Qomes, the- surgeon, immediately left 
the room, calling for assistance, and my secre- 
tary Riverea endeavoured to do the same, but 
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was prevented by Burguillo. For a consider- 
able time I had to defend myself against the six 
assassins* who. began to desist on hearing the 
shouts of the people that surrounded the house, 
and were using every eflFort to enter it ; I re- 
quested they would allow, me to go out and 
quiet the populace^ to which they consented ; 
but the moment I opened the door leading from 
the patio to the plasa, the people rushed in, and 
put the whole of them to death, except Colonel 
Morgado, whom I killed, and thus the attack 
on my person was revenged. 

/^ I ; immediately discovered that a . plot had 
been formed by the whole of the officers con- 
fined h^re, to liberate themselves, and to pass 
over to the Guerilla parties under the conmiaixd 
of C^rrera.and Alvear; however, the populace 
and the soldiery took the alarm, and several of 
the prisoners have paid with their lives die 
temerity of the plan they had laid. I immedi- 
ately ordered Don Bernardo Mpnteagudo to 
form ' a summary process, which on the fourth 
day after receiving the order he informed me 
was finished, and I agreeing with his opinion, 
ordered the following individuals to be shot • 
captains Gonsales, Sierra and Arriola ; ensigns 
Riesco, Vidaurazaga and Gaballo; privates, 
Moya and Peres; The number of enemies who 
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have ceased to exist is, one genera), three colo- 
nels, two lieutenant-colonels, nine captains, five 
lieutenants, seven ensigns, one intendent of the 
army, one commissary, one sergeant and two 
privates," This was signed by Vicente Dupuy, 
lieutenant-governor of San Luis. 

Many other statements of the transaction 
were circulated by the friends of each party* 
I received the following from a person entirely 
independent of both, and who had no motive 
for furnishing me with an exaggerated account : 

^* On the night of the seventh of February, 
1818, when the Spanish field officers confined at 
San Luis were playing at cards with Don Vi- 
cente Dupuy, this lieutenant-governor hap- 
pened to lose some money, and immediately 
seized what was lying before Colonel Ribero; 
Ribero expostulated, and notwithstanding the 
entreaties of his friends, at length struck Dupuy 
on the face, whose friends immediately seized 
some arms, which had been placed in the room, 
and the Spaniards also availed themselves of 
part of them. The uproar that was formed 
alarmed the guard, and the Spanish prisoners, 
fearful of the result, laid down their arms and 
begged Dupuy's pardon ; it was granted, and 
he pledged his word and honour, that if they 
would allow him to go out, he would pacify the 
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jtumuU i«ade bjr tbe ;guwd aad po|NiliM ; 4te 
Spaiuards beli^yed him; he weot mkt; but ki^ 
8tead of dieting the disturbaBoe he ^lefA tht 
alarnti and called upon thie people to revengie 
the in8ult« he had received frojoi the Qodoa 
(Goths, the name by which the Spaniards w«« 
>^own); Dupuy re-entered the houseVith fiome 
soldiers and other armed individuals, and Oene*- 
Xral Ordones, Colonel Morgado> with mt o&er 
officers were immediately butchered by them { 
Colonel Prime seeing that he could not escape^ 
took up a pistol and shot hims^; every Spa- 
niard found in the streets was also massacred 
at the same time, and many were murdered itt 
their houses ; in all fifty Spanish officers were 
massacred^ and only two escaped of the Whole 
number, which at that time were at San laiisL 
For this memorable action Dupuy was crmted 
a colonel-miyor, and a member of the Legioa 
pfMerit of Chile. 

" Dupuy was afterwards tried, by order of the 
government of Buenos Ayres, for several acts of 
assassination and cruelty which he had com-^ 
mitted, and he defended himself by produdng 
written orders from San Martin for the assassi* 
nation of Raposo wd Conde, as also for the 
murder of the unfortunate Rodrigaes-*^these 
orders were very laconic— ^a^ar4 por San Luis, 
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tkhevUpasaparU, reoiMe Heniptn^mndpeueiri 
mmte al ixtro lath ie Stm Lm^. PmwtilkdiBf ^ 
ktuM, Mh comriehe paraeliien 4e la Pairia : iiHH 
pMs through Satt Luis^ he hAi itay pamport» rt« 
eeive kim politely, but yiow hioi not tb piuMi th« 
wood on the other side bf Sitn Luis.'-^Proiiiptt* 
tttde and silence, this is necessmfy foir the good 
of the country. However^ Dupuy WMudled to 
La Rioga^ whence he ^soaped> and fidldWed San 
Martm to Peru. He also protedi that the orddr 
for the execution of the Carreras was a tttbol 
one given by San Martin before he left MeAdosa^*"' 
With respect to Genetal San Martin, it maj^ 
be ^bserved^ that as his character and actions 
have been so grossly mis-stated by otbitf wri^ 
ters^ it becomes oecesSaTy that some traits 
which have hitherto been withheld should be 
published, as well for the purpose of historical 
truthp as for that of dissipating the cloud which 
envelopes the conduct of several mdividuala 
who have lent their assistSince to the cause of 
American liberty^. The presence of Mon** 
teagudo at Mendoza for the execution of the 
Caireras^ and of his being employed on a similar 
mission at San Luis, are rather strange coinci- 
\ deuces; with the additional circumstance, that 
he was arrested in the house of an English mer^ 
chant residing at Santiago, and in the supposed 
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ch^cter of a prisoner, was sent by the order 
of San Martin to San Luis, where he was con- 
sidered a prisoner until called upon to form 
the process, and draw up the sentence of death 
against the Spanish officers, which sentence 
appears to have decreed his own liberation, for 
he . immediately recrossed the Cordillera, and 
remained with his patron. 

In 1819 the Spaniards under the command 
of General. Sanches evacuated Conception and 
Talcahuano, crossed the Biobio, and proceeded 
through the Araucanian territory to Valdivia. 
Sanches plundered the city of^ Conception of 
every valuable which he could take with him; 
the church plate and ornaments, and even many 
of the iron windows belonging to the houses; he 
also persuaded the nuns to leave their cloisters 
and to follow the fortunei; of the army : they did, 
and were abandoned at Tucapel, and left among 
the Indians. . 

A native of Chile named Benavides was 
left by Sanches at the town of Arauco, for the 
purpose of harassing the patriots at Conception, 
and several Spaniards of the most licentious 
characters chose to remain with him. Bena- 
vides was a native of the province of Concep- 
tion, and served some time in the army of his 
country, but deserted to the royalists : at the 
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battle of Maypu he was taken prisoner, and, 
among other delinquents, was ordered to be 
shot, in the dusk of the evening. However, 
Benavides was not killed, although his face was 
stained with the gunpowder, and having fallen, 
he made some motion, which the officer ob- 
serving, cut him across the neck with his sword, 
and left him for dead ; but even after this he re- 
covered sufficient strength to crawl to a small 
house^ where he was received and cured of his 
wounds. It is said that after his recovery he 
held a private conference with San Martin; I 
have been perfectly satisfied on this head, and I 
am certain that no such interview ever took 
place; indeed San^ Martin is not the man for 
such actions, nor would it have been prudent 
for any chief to have risked his existence with 
a desperado like Benavides. This monster fled 
from Santiago, joined^ General Sanches - at 
Conception, and, was left by him in the Com- 
mand of the small town of -Arauco, where the 
most atrocious hostilities commenced that have 
ever disgraced even the war in America. 

The attention, of • the government 'was em- 
ployed in fitting out a second naval expedi- 
tion to the coast of Peru, for the latest advices 
from Europe confirmed the former, which 
stated, that a naval force preparing in Gadiz» 
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aiMl dOBklMWd of the twa line pf battle shipB 
AleiaqA^ wd Sen Telmo, the frigate Prueba, 
aiii4 9em« smaller vessels, was destined to the 
Pa^i^Q, The Chilean squadron was by no 
Qiea^s otinpetfint to cope with such a^ force; 
be9i4eawhioh» two frigates, the Esmeralda and 
Vengamia, three brigs of war, and some small 
QmiU. aa well as anned merohimtmen at Callao, 
bewg added ta what was expected from Spain, 
tjxe foi^ would have been overwhelming. It 
waa therefere determined, that the squadron 
phQvdd attempt the destruction of the vessels in 
OaUao, by burning them. Mr. Gdldsad^, who 
had Qome to Chile, was employed in making 
CQugfeve'^s rockets, of which an experiment was 
made at Valimndso^ and which' answered the 
ei^peQtations of Lord Cochrane^ 

Kwxy necessary arrangement being com* 
fllete<JL the squadron, consisting of the O'Hig- 
g\Ms San Martin, Lautaro, Independbncia, 
(whi^hamvedcAthe 23FdMay^ 18)9, having 
beein built in. the United States for the go^ 
vemment qC Chile) the Galvarine, Araucano, 
th« Yietoria, and Xeresana, two merchant 
v^as^to. which were^ to be converted into fire« 
ghipa if necessary, left the port of Val- 
paraUK) m. the twelfth, of September, and 
havwff irat tondiod atr Coquimbo, arrived in 
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Ike buy of Callao on the tweoty-ei^th. hosA 
Qoehrane anncninced to the Viceroy Pesuela bia 
inteDtion of destroyii^ the shipping in the bayi 
if possible } but he proposed to him terms oo 
which be would desiBt; namely, that be 
w^uld dioiinifth the niunber of his vessels 
by seadiiig part of them to leewanU and 
%ht the SpilDish force man to man^ and gun 
tQ gun, if they would leave their anchorage, 
and this, said he, might be the means of prer 
serving t|ie propei*ty of individuals then in the 
bay. Etis excellency^ however, declined the 
ebirilenge, observing, that it was of a nature 
which had never been before heard of. The 
preparations for throwing rockets among the 
shipping immediately commenced, and on the 
fiigjit of the first of October several were 
thrown, but without effect: the firing from 
the batteries and shipping began at the mo-» 
meat the first rocket was thrown, which ap^ 
pieared as a signal to the enemy: From our 
anchorage we could distinguish the heated short 
that fiew through the air like meteors in minia- 
ture ; hbwever, little injury was sustained on 
either sidd : our loss consisted in Lieutenant 
Bayley of the Galvarino and one seaman. One 
of the rafts under the direction of Lieutenant- 
colonel Charles was protected by the Indepen- 
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dencia; the second by two mortars under that 
of Major Miller, now (1824) General Miller, was 
protected by the Galvarino ; and the third under 
Captain Hinde was defended by the Pueyrre- 
don. By accident Captain Hinde lost his light* 
ed match rope, and sent on board the brig for 
another, which the soldier dropped on stepping 
from the boat to the raft; it fell among the 
rockets, and an explosion took place, but no 
serious injury was experienced. 

In the nights of the second, third, and 
fourth several more rockets were thrown, with- 
out particular success: some damage was 
done to the enemy's vessels, but on the fourth 
they were completely unrigged, which was un- 
doubtedly a wise precaution. Several of the 
rockets exploded almost immediately after they 
were lighted, others at about half their range, 
others took a contrary direction to that in which 
they were projected, and it became evident that 
some mismanagement had occurred in their 
construction* On examining them, some were 
found to contain rags, sand, sawdust, manure, 
and similar materials, mixed with the com- 
position. Colonel Charles, who had been com- 
missioned to superintend the making of the 
rockets, was at first incapable of accounting for 
this insertion, but at length he recollected, that 
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the government of Chile> with a view of saving 
the wages of hired persons, had employed the 
Spanish prisoners to fill the rockets, to which 
mistaken policy the whole squadron might have 
fidlen a sacrifice; for had the vessels which 
were expected from Spain arrived, the Chilean 
forces would never havie been able to cope with 
the Spanish, especially when joined by what 
was in the bay of Callao. 

On the fifth a large vessel was observed 
to windward. It proved to be the Spanish 
frigate la Prueba, part of the expected squad- 
ron: advices which we received from, shore 
informed us, that the Alejandro had i-eturned to 
Spain, and the general belief was, that the San 
Telmo had been lost off Cape Horn, which was 
afterwards proved to be the case. 

The fire-ship being ready was sent into the 
1}ay under the direction of Lieutenant Morgel ; 
an unceasing cannonade was kept up both from 
the batteries and the shipping ; the wind died 
away, and such was the state of the fire-ship, 
that Lieutenant Morgel was obliged to abandon 
her, and she exploded before she came to a po- 
sition where she could injure the enemy. Owing 
to the news which we received the following 
day, the admiral determined not to send in the 
second fire-ship, but to proceed to the north- 
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ward> to procure fresh provisions and water» *B 
trail as to obtain news respecting the SpamiA 
frigate. The drew of the San Martin being ua^ 
healthy; his lord8hi|> ordered her/ the Inifepeflr 
dencia and Araocano to Santa» and the Lautaro 
and Galvarino to Pisco, to procare spirits and 
wine, the royal stores being iuil at this place. 
A military force being stationed at Pisco, part 
of the marines were sent from the O'Higgtns 
and Independencia, and the whole were placed 
tinder the orders of Colonel Chariea. On the 
]4th of October we andiored in the Imrbonr of 
Santa, and immediately began to drive the cat- 
tle from the farms belonging to the Spaniardb 
down to the beach ; but whatsoever was re- 
ceived at any time from the natives was always 
punctually paid for ; this so enraged a Spaniard, 
Don Biemto del ReaU that he headed sottie of 
his own staves and dependents, and came frocb 
Nepena to Santa, where he surprised one of Ofif 
sailors, iand took him prisonieri be inuaedilitely 
returned, tnd reported by an exptesB to the 
Vioerdy Pesueta, that he had secured Lotd 
Coohrane's brother in disguise. TMs newis 
made its appearance in the Lima Gazette, and 
nothing could exceed the disap])ointment of the 
royalists in Lima, when they disdoverisd that 
their noble prisoner was duly a common sailor. 
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On tbe ifith the Lautaro and Galvarino ar^ 
rived from Pisco» aiid as nothing can give a bet*- 
ter aoebuut of what occurred at this place than 
the official dispatch of tl^ admiral to the Chi- 
lean government^ the following translation is 
sufajoiaed : 

'' The absolute want k^ many indispensable 
^urtteles in the squadron, as I have already in- 
formed you, left me no other alternative than to 
abandon the object of the expedition, or to take 
the necessary provisions from the enemy. I 
adopted the hitter, and sent the Lautaro and the 
Galvarino to Pisco for the purpose of procuring 
spirits, wine, rice and some other articles. 

''The result o( this expedition has been 
glorious to the arms of Chile in the valour shewn 
by her officers and soldiers when fighting hand 
to hand with the enemy, and in the assault on 
the icity of Pisco, and the fort to which the 
forces of the Viceroy retired. It is my painful 
duty iiotvritbBtendiikg to inform you, that the 
unfortunate lieutens^tit-Colonel Charles closed 
in this action ius career in the cause of liberty, 
to which his soul was devoted, at a mcHH^t 
when it promisad to be the tooBt brilliant which 
tbe hutnan mind eould desire* Thd courage and 
judgment of Charles were not more visible thwi 
the talent and general knc^wledge which h^ 
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possessed; such as could only receive an addi* 
tional lustre from his peculiarly agreeable sua- 
vity of refined manners^ and from that diffidence 
in his behaviour, as if he considered that he 
had not arrived at the portal of wisdcnn, when 
all who surrounded him saw that he was one of 
the inmates of the temple. 

** Would to. God that that sword, the cbm^ 
panion of his travels over the greater part of 
the globe, in search of information, in the day 
of danger, and in the hour of death, be em- 
ployed by his brother, to whom in his last mo- 
ments he bequeathed it, with equal zeal in the 
just and glorious cause, in which my ever to 
be lamented friend Charles has prematurely 
fallen. 

'' Lamenting the loss which the cause of 
liberty and independence has suffered in th6 
death of Charles, as well as all those who knew 
this able and meritorious officer, I subscribe 
myself with an- anguished heart, your most 
obedient servant, (signed) Cochrane." 

** To the minister of marine of Chile, Novem- 
ber seventeenth, 1819.'* 

The Spanish force at Pisco was composed 
of six hundred mfantry and two hundred ca- 
valry, part veteran and part militia ; six pieces 
<>f eighteen pound calibre in the fort, and two 
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field pieces, mounted and served in the city« 
The force under the unfortunate Charles con* 
listed of two hundred and eighty marines. 
After taking the fort they advanced on the city, 
and took it. Colonel Charles fell about a hundred 
yards from the town, and was immediately con- 
veyed on board the Lautaro, where be died on 
the following day. His last expressions were, 
** I hoped to have lived longer, and to have 
served Chile; however, fate decrees the con** 
trary; but. Captain Guise^ we made the Spa- 
niards run !*' Major Miller took the command 
of the troops, and having arrived af the plasa, 
he was severely wounded by a musket shot 
passing through his body, but he recovered, and 
has continued to serve the cause of liberty in 
the new world. A considerable quantity of 
spirits and wine was embarked, but the sea- 
men, owing to the facility of obtaining their 
favourite beverage on shore, became so unruly, 
that Captain Guise was obliged to bum the 
storei^ consisting at that time of about fourteen 
thousand eighteen gallon jars of spirits and 
wine^ 

Health being in some degree established 
among the crew of the San Martin, she, with 
the Independencia, was ordered to Valparaiso, 
and his lordship with the O'Higgins, Lautaro^ 
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and Gahrariao, proceeded to the rif er of Otia^ 
yaquil, in the hopes of falling in with the 
Pnieba. On the twenty-seventh we entered 
the month of the river, at eleven p. m., and at 
five the following morning,, to the astomshment 
of the natives, we were at the anchorage of the 
Fund, where we found two large Spanish mer* 
chant ships, La Aguila and La Begona, almost 
laden with timber; after some resistance the 
crews cut their cables, and allowed them 
to drop down the over, as the ebb tide hsd 
begun to run; however the boats from the 
P'HiggiBs, the only vessel that had arrived, 
manned them, before they received any damage* 
The Spaniards took to their boats, and fled up 
the river, 

A slight dissention happened here between 
Lord Cochrane and Captain Guise, who asserted* 
that the prizes had been plundered by the 
pfficers of the flag ship ; but on being qnes-* 
tioned by his lordshqp reqpeeting the asser* 
tion, he denied having ever made it. A report 
was afterwards circulated by Captain Spry, that 
it was the intention of the Admiral not to allow 
the Lautaro and Galvarino to share in the prizes, 
they not having been in sight when the vessels 
wei*e captured, nor until the boats from the flag 
9hip had taken possession of them; hoiwever, 
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€aptain Spfy declared ta the admiral^ ^' on his 
honour/* that the report was absolutely false* 
Spry being now convinced that no objection 
would be made to the vessels that were not pre^ 
3ent at the capture, sharing in the prizes, next 
circulated a rumour, that Lord Cochrane had no 
right to share in the double capacity of admiral 
and captain; but he also declared, "on his 
honour,'* that he had neither made nor even 
heard such a report. These trifling circum- 
stances would be unworthy of detail, were they 
not connected with future transactions in the 
squadron of serious importance, which it will 
be my painful duty to relate* 

The Spanish frigate la Prueba had arrived at 
die Pund on the fifteenth of October ; and hav- 
ing placed her artillery on rafts, she went up to 
the city, where, for want of pilots, it was impos- 
sible for us to follow. Having watered, and 
purchased a large stock of plantains and other 
vegetables, we left Guayaquil river on the 
twenty-first of December. The vessels of war 
and the prizes received orders to proceed to 
Valparaiso; the O'Higgins appeared to have 
the same destination; but having made the 
island of Juan Femandes, the admiral gave 
orders to stand towards Yaldivia instead of 
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Valparaiso, fiaymg, thait he imhed (o eniQiae 
that port, beeauae the Yieeioy of Peru had 
assured the PeraRrians, thai one of |iie iiae of 
battle ships had eatesed Yaldma^ and waa 
th«re refitting, for the parpose of makiiig an 
attaek w Yalpiuiaiao* 
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GHA^fEB VIL 

PaBsage from Gnayaqiqil River to* Vi|diyUi;..M.Lanl CDuhitinv rioowioltrtt 

the Harbour Capture of the Spanish Brig; Potrillo Arrival at Talca- 

hilMi..»...Pt^p^^U t&t ant l^t^itioft id tMiiW .Tfoopft fur- 

jdslMa by. Gnmk Vnkn4„^J0^Higifu mta apx^iil..M.wAriival off Tal* 

^m Captnre of VaUliTia.»...Aitenpt on Chiloe fails Retam of 

hoM f^ddhrtMs'. tellies VtXSMt: f^T ValpaflGad V^ittory by Bean- 

<iwr.4..w...ArriTal «P th« InAependeMiH ttid Afattcia(h.<.,44...0'Higgifle 

repaired Betom to Valpandso Conduct of Giilean GoveTomenL.... 

lAtA' 6)chraiib resign tUtf ^omldflha 0^ tfie ^dAdroh: 

O^t pieiili!aidty wbich ati^otfi^tiaiiied oi!rf voyalge 
-m^ iSk^t l^^g fhti Iftfboai^ ta<^ki& oii board 
ato\jrdej»rWte from tie moiWBoffhe Guaya- 
qiAi riv€f, they W6rt Aever started until our 
attital off Val#ivia> the diflfeyenee of latitude 
bdiiifg 36^ 27'. 1?he duirent^ #hich riitt from 
the southward seem to decrease in about 92^ 
W«stfldiigitttde, fodat ^*'' in 33" of south latitude 
they Are scarcely perceptibte.- Here also the 
Wrftd^ g^adtidly d^Stws i^outid to th^ ^astwai'd, 
atid i^ twenty^seven Spanish journals which J 
h^^^e eisamitiied 6f vdyages thad6 at all seasons^ 
at the yea*, this hels beeii universally observed. 
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On the seventeenth of January, 1820, we 
made Punta Galera, the south headland of the 
bayofValdivia, having the Spanish flag hoisted. 
Early on the morning of the eighteenth the ad* 
miral entered the port in his gig, and returned 
on board at day-break, having examined the 
anchorage, and convinced himself that the Spa- 
nish ship of war was not there, the only vessel 
in the harbour being a merchantman. 

For an excursion of this nature the spirit of 
enterprize of a Cochrane was necessary. When 
the strength of this Gibraltar of South America 
is considered, the number of batteries, forming 
an almost uninterrupted chain of defence, 
crowned with cannon^ the shot of which cross 
the passage in various directions ; under such 
circumstances, the resolution to brave all danger 
6>T the advancement of the Chilean service re- 
flects the highest possible honour on the admiral; 
besides, to this brief and perilous survey South 
America owes the expulsion of her enemies from 
this strong hold. 

At half-past six o'clock a boat with an 
officer, three soldiers, and a pilot, came along- 
side, having been deceived by the Spanisii 
flag which we hoisted; they were detained, 
and proved an acquisition of consideralile 
importance. Immediately afterwards a brig 
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bcive in sight, which we chased and cap- 
tured; she proved to be the Spanish brig of 
yrar the PotriUo ; she had been sent from Gallao 
?9^ith money for the governments of Ghiloe and 
Yaldivia, and was at this time on her passage from 
the former to the latter plaoe. After the capture 
I was most agreeably surprised to find, that two 
of the daughters of my kind friend Don Nicolas 
del Rio, of Arauco, were on board ; and that> 
at the expiration of seventeen years, it was in 
my power to return part of the kindnesses which 
I had received from their family, when a forlorn 
and destitute captive in Araucania. 

On the 2OII1 we anchored in the bay of Tal- 
cahuano, and in the course of two hours Gene- 
ral Freire, the governor of the province and suite 
came on board to welcome the arrival of Lord 
Gochrane. I availed myself of this opportunity^ 
and solicited permission for the two Miss Rios 
to return to their home, to which the general im* 
mediately acceded ; although, said he, with the 
exception of their brother Luis, all the family 
have been determined enemies to the cause of 
^eir country. Late at night an.ofiicer came! on 
board and informed me, that two soldiers were 
under sentence of death at Gonception, that 
Uiey were to be executed on the following 
morning for the crime of desertion, and that 
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he had beett d8put««( by Mme «f his brddie^ 
v&een to scdick tfad iaterrentkMi of t1i« adimtat 
ia Iheir behal£, I tcpotted tiiis tO' Ms lordsh^, 
ftnd a lelt«r was sent m the ttfotninf r tw wkdi 
the f(^k>wittf mtamet was ««(}^tcd : 

" My Lord*^Chile msA ChflMM «« et«vy 
day *M*te and mope indebted to y|i»; thd fav<Mi# 
which yoa bare this day dcme m«/M i!!S^i«ftiag nitf 
frooi (he neeeenliy of eoforciisf th^ cfxeetf^d of 
anotherr senteoee of deatb^ is ec^fttafF^ ifi Ite iscfei)« 
df my feelmgSy to tbo paf don. 1 shftlt Mad tb0 
tw« deserters- to tbaek your l&tdstAp, fot I hftvd 
impressed on Oheiif tnindd What ffeey dwe= te> you^ 
Itedsfaip 9 goodnes^^ I Isaite to beg ibatt they be 
itftooiporated ifn- the ittarhies, wh^re, filling 
anderyotor immediate etdets, they may evkve^ 
Hamt love e^ the patri», and erase the ^taib wiOf 
MHiich they bave soiled ^ daase wliicb has th€ 
hodeiR' of eoanting Idtd Cochrane amotfgiti 
neoet worthy die^adeiti &e.-^ltMton Fi*eiM."' 

Ob the- day after our arrivaT, Lord CothtMie 
had a pdtat<^ c<Mfetence with General fitntt, 
and proposed fo him an attempt on Vftfdiviv, 
which his totdli^ip'Oi^edtotindertstkewkh four' 
baadred soldiers, if the general i^btrld plaee^ 
them at his' d^s^ossil, ^te^esy being a(>ositivd 
aoti6Ati6n. thid truly patriotie chief immedi^ 
sHfdy Adceded fo the tetuM, and pledged himself 
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not to comimiDieatt ^e pkm cren to thd flupreme 
govenunent, vintii th£ riMult sfaould be knows. 
It is hnpoMible not to admire this generocw eom- 
diustof Freire. He lent paatt of bis army, when 
he was on the ^ve of attacking Benavides, and 
exposed hjiiiflelf, by thus weakening his division, 
to the displeasure of his superiors, should Lord 
^Cochrane not sucoeed. But lus love for his 
country, md the high opinion which he enters-, 
tain^ of the admi|nl, overcame every objeetioq. 
The generosity of Freire is equally praiseworthy 
in another point of view: he gave part of his 
force tp another chief, for Hbe purpose of obtain*- 
ing a victory, in the glory of whic^ he could not 
bp a participator, except as an American inter«- 
ested in the glorions cause of the liberty of his 
country. 

Orders wece immediately given to prepare 
for a «ecret expedition ; but as this proceed*- 
ing was so novel, a secret was put in circular 
tion, that the destination was to Tucapei, in 
order tP harass the enemy's force at Arauco; 
imd the distance being so very short, neidier 
officers nor privates encumbered themselves 
with luggage. All was ready on the afternoon 
of the 28th, and two hundred and fifty men, 
with ihm respective officers, under the com«- 
mand of Major Beauchef, were embarked on 
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board the O'Higgins, the brig of war Intrepid; 
and the schooner Montezuma, which were at 
Talcahuano on our arrival. We got under weigh 
in the morning, because the wind continued 
calm during the whole of the night. 

About four o'clock in the morning his lord- 
ship retired to his cabin to.rest, leaving orderis 
with Lieutenant Lawsoh to report if the wind 
should change, or any alteration should take 
place. As soon as his lordship had left the quar- 
ter deck, Lawson gave the same orders to Mr. 
George, a midshipman, and also retired to his 
cabin. The morning was so remarkably hazy, 
that it was impossible to see twenty yards ahead 
of the ship, and a slight breeze springing up, 
the frigate ran aground on a sand-bank off the 
island Quiriquina, and so near to it, that the 
jib-boom was entangled among the branches of 
the trees oh shore. This accident brought the 
admiral on deck, half-dressed, when to his 
s^tonishment he saw large pieces of sheathing 
and fragments of the false keel floating about 
the ship. A kedge anchor was immediately 
carried out astern, and in a few itninutes we wiere 
again afloat. The carpenter sounded, and re- 
ported, "three feet water in the hold :" the 
men at the pumps were almost in despair, all 
imagining that the expedition had failed at it^ 
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very outset : in half an hour the carpenter re- 
ported, no abatement in the depth of water : 
well, said his lordship, but does it increase ? no, 
said the carpenter, and orders were immediately 
given to stand out to sea. 

On the second of February, to the south- 
ward of Punta Galera, the whole of the troops, 
including the marines of the O'Higgins, were 
placed on board the brig and the schooner ; his 
lordship embarked in the latter, and proceeded 
to the baiy of Valdivia ; having anchored at 
sunset near to a small bay, called Aguada del 
Yngles, English watering place. Major Beau- 
chef took the command of the troops, embark- 
ed at Talcahuano, and Major Miller, having 
recovered of the severe wounds which he re- 
ceived at Pisco, took the command of his brave 
marines, and assisted in adding new lustre to 
the arms of Chile. 

An advanced party of six soldiers and a 
sergeant was despatched under the command of 
the Ensign »Vidal, a young Peruvian, having as 
a guide one of the Spanish soldiers, who came 
off to the O'Higgins in the boat on our first ap- 
pearance off Valdivia : they drove the Span- 
iards from the two guns stationed at the aVan- 
sada, and following their footsteps, arrived at 
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the battery of San Carlos, but not before the 
(g9Xe was closed. 

This battery is formed on the land 9ide by 
placing pieces of the trunks of trees one upon 
another to the height of ten feet; and Yidal 
jading it ^npossible to scale the woodeii wall 
exerted himself in dragging out two of the 
logs, and then crept through the hole, followed 
by bis piqi^et. Having entered, he formed his 
veteran gang and began to fire on the Spanish 
soldiers, who not being able to distinguish 
either the number or situation of their enemy 
fled in disorder, some clambering over the 
palisade, while others opened the gate an^ 
fled in less apparent disorder. Two officer^ 
came to Yidal, and said to him, why do you fire 
pn us, we are your countrymen, we do not be-? 
long to the insurgents ? I beg your pardon, an-- 
swered Yidal, you now belong to the insurgentSt 
being my prisoners of wan The two astonished 
officers immediately surrendered their swords. 
At this moment Captain Erescano, a Buenos 
Ayrean, arrived with forty marines, and with- 
out any hesitation butchered the two officers^ 
heedless of the remonstrances and even threats 
of Yidal, who told him, that at another time he 
should demand satisfaction : he now immedi- 
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ately l6ft firescanoi sind with his braf e isidldiert 
folloM^ed the enemy. The bsltteries of Amargoil 
and ih6 two GKoroeamayos Ml in the same man- 
ti^t tbat Ska Carlos had fallen, and Yidal had 
pbssed the bridge of the Castle del Corral when 
Gaptftin Etescano arrived with forty marines: 
thus in five houri^ all the batteries on the south 
Ade 6f the harbour were in our possession. 

At nifte o'clock iti the motnirig of the third, 
the O'Higgins laid to at the mduth of the har- 
bour, tinder Spatiisrb colours. The Spaniards at 
Niebla were a second time deceivfed ; for be- 
lieving her to be a vessel frbtn Spain, they made 
the private signal, which not being answered by 
1^ frigate, the soidi^ti^ imniedftitisfly abandoned 
the battery, and fled in the gt^totest disorder. 
Aftei^ the O'Higgins was broughi to an anchor, 
deta6hinents of troops were sent to Niebla and 
thei battef^f of Mansera on th^ small island 
b^atitig the satne name. The vessel at anchor, 
ih this port wad the Dolores, formerly undeit 
th6 Ohilean flag ; but in November, 1819, part 
df the cfew took possession of her at Talcahu- 
shMy, and having slipt bei" <:;abl6iS, sisdled her to 
Arauco, ^here fienavides landed those of the 
cfrew who vi^ete accused of being insurgetitis, 
and immediately ordered them to be shot on the 
beach : a boy who witnessed this horrid specta- 
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cle began to cry, which beipg observed by 
Benayides, he immediately beat out his brains 
with his baston. This murderer not knowing 
what to do with the ship, sent her to Valdivia, 
where she became our prize; the ringleader, 
a native of Paita, was also secured, sent to 
Valparaiso, tried and executed. 

The important strong hold of Valdivia was 
thus annexed to the republic of Chile by one of 
those inexhaustible resources in war which 
have marked the career of the hero under whose 
immediate directions and unparalleled intrepi- 
dity the plan was formed and executed; Lord 
Cochrane having personally attended to the land- 
ing of the troops, and given his final orders to 
Miller and Beauchef, took his gig, and, notwith- 
standing the shot from the battery of San Carlos, 
rowed along the shore, watching the operations 
of the troops, and* serving as the beacon to glory. 

In fifteen hours from our landing we were in 
possession of the advanced posts of Aguada del 
Yngles, el Piojo, de la Boca, and de Playa 
Blanco ; of the batteries of San Carlos, Aqiar- 
gos, Chorocamayo alto and bajo, Mansera, and 
Niebla, ; and of the Castle del Corral,mounting 
on the whole one hundred and twenty-eight 
pieces of artillery. 
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In the magazinesthere were eight hundred 
and forty barrels of gunpowder, each weighmg 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds/ one hun* 
dred and seventy thousand musket cartridges, 
about ten thousand shot» many of copper, be- 
sides an immense quantity of all kinds of war- 
like stores. Our loss consisted of seven men 
killed, and nineteen wounded ; that of the ene^ 
my of three officers and ten soldiers killed, and 
twenty-one wounded ; besides si:!: officers pri- 
soners, among whom was the Colonel of Can-« 
tabria, Don Fausto del Hoyo, and seventy-six 
Spanish sergeants, corporals, and privates. 

Every thing being secured in the port, his. 
lordship went with part of the troOps to the 
city, which had been sacked by the Spaniards, 
who had fled towards Chiloe. A provisional 
government was immediately elected by the 
natives who were present, at which, by his 
lordship's orders, I presided, and received the 
elective votes ; the person chosen being after- 
wards confirmed in his situation as governor ad 
interim by the admiral. On examining the 
correspondence in the archives, I found that 
many sefious complaints had been made by 
Quintanilla, the governor of Chiloe, to Montoya 
the ex-governor of Valdivia, stating his fear of 
a revolution at San Carlos, the principal town. 
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and even to land part of the foitie thait cotild bd 
»par^d at Vtldim. He ^ve orders to prepare 
for emb&rkatioli an lAte 12tfay hbt tmfottimaAdy 
the brig Intrepid was driven from ber anehdrtfg« 
by a strong northerly tv^indy and wrecked oii ft 
£iand-bank that stretches into the bay froin thet 
island of Mahsera. This very serioiis loss wafit 
regarded by the admiral like otr former ac-^ 
cidignt at Talcabuano^ and orders were ifinne-" 
diately issued for the soldiers to embatk in the 
Montesnma and Dolores^. The short respite 
from active duty allowed his lotdship to inform 
l&e supreme government of Chile of his success 
at Yaldivia; Which he effected by sending ai 
small piragua> with orders to touch at Takari 
huano, and to report to General Freir<^ tike te^ 
suit of the expedition. 

The iiecdpt of the uheitpe«ted bews at 
Valparaiso was a moinetiC of e^tiiltatioft to the< 
friends bf Lord Cbehfane, and ateiysevete 
6heek on the tongues of hiis detractors ; Some of 
these had been busily employed in forming 
itoatter wheifewith to tarnish the rocket ex-^ 
pedition; and tb^y generously attributed its 
fiiihire to the unskilfolness^ ndt of those who 
had pre)[)far^' tht missiles> but to the persons 
Who had uised theohi His absence from Chile was 
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afiduaed M ^ proof of bis dieiobfidifiiie^ to tfie 
DT^ra Qf the govef niQisnt Now, however, all 
jTM bushed, and every o»e e^laimed, ^*w« 
k^w that our admiral would laot return to Chilo 
without adding new laurels to his brows^" This 
was re-echoed in Valparaiso ; and long live 
Cochrane ! was the gen^^ral cry ; long live the 
hero pf Valdivia ! reaounded in every atreet 

Qn the 13th> Lord Cochrane went on board 
the schooner Montezuma, and sailed with the 
Dolores for Chiloe, where the troops, were 
landed, and two small batteries taken, and 
afterwards demolished. The young Ensign 
Vidal was again appointed to command an ad* 
yanoed party of twenty-four soldiers,, and when, 
aacending the hill oxi which the Castle de la 
Corona h built, he lost eleven of his men 
by a volley of grape from the battery, he im-*^ 
mediately ordered the drummer to beat a retreat; 
that is impossible, said the boy, knocking the 
sticks together, for my drum is gone. In fact 
it had been shattered to pieces by a shot; how«^ 
^ver Vidal retired, carrying three wounded mei» 
with him, and Miller being wounded at the same 
time by a grape shot which had passed the fleshy 
part of his thigh, the retreat to the boats^ was im^ 
mediately ordered. The resistance made at this 
place by the natives, headed by several friars. 
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wai» va convincing proof that they were deter* 
min(sd supporters of the cause of Spain, and 
as the .patriot force was not sufficient to attempt 
a conquest of the town, the soldiers were re- 
embarked. 

.^During the absence of the admiral with the 
marines,, part of the troops embarked at Con- 
ception were left on duty at the Castle del Cor- 
ral, under the command of Ensign Latapia, who 
in xold blood, and without the slightest provo- 
cation, brderedtwo of the prisoners, a corporal 
and a. private, to be shot. I immediately or- 
dered four officers who were on shore to be sent 
on.board the O'Higgins, fearful that they might 
be treated in the same manner* On the return 
of his lordship on the twentieth, Latapia was 
placed under arrest on board, and the necessary 
declarations were taken, according to the Spa- 
nish, forms, for his trial by a court-martial. He 
was .conveyed to Valparaiso as a prisoner ; his 
conduct, together with that of Erescano, was 
reported to the government, and when we ex- 
pected to hear of their being sentenced to some 
kind . of punishment, we were surprized to find 
that they had been promoted. These two indi- 
viduals, were afterwards employed by San Mar- 
tin,, and by him they were again promoted in 
Peru, 
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His lordship liaviDg given orders for the 
O'Higgins to be overhauled and repaired, con- 
sidering it unsafe to venture again to sea in her, 
he eml^arked on the twenty-eighth in the Mon- 
tezuma for Valparaiso, staking with him five 
Spanish officers^ and forty privates, prisoners, 
leaving directions with me to superintend > what 
was going on here, until I should receive orders 
from the supreme government. 

Major Beauchef having collected all the 
force he was able, .which, including the troops 
embarked at Conception, and some volunteers 
of.Valdivia, amounting only to two hundred and 
eighty individuals, marched to the Llanos, 
having received information that the Spaniards 
who fled from Valdivia had sworn at Chiloe that 
they would return and either conquer or die in 
the attempt. The two armies met near the 
river Toro, on the sixth of March, . and after an 
engagement of less than an hour, the Spanish 
officers mounted their horses and fled, leaving 
the soldiers lo their fate. On the tenth Beau- 
chef arrived at Valdivia, bringing with him two 
hundred and seventy prisoners, with all the 
arms and baggage belonging to the Spaniards. 

The Independencia and Araucano arrived on 
the twelfth, with the necessary workmen and 
tools for the repairs of the; Q'Higgins ; after she 
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was hove down, it was idJAooFered ttot besides 
a gre^t quantity of sbieatbingf sb# bad lost nine*^ 
teen feet of her false keel, and about seven of 
her main keel. On the eleventh of April the 
repairs were fipished, ^nd we embarked for 
Valparaiso, where lye arrived op the eighteenth. 

The Spanisfi force stationed atValdivia con-r 
siated of part of the regimemt of Cantabria. part 
of the Casadores dragoons, artillery, pioneers, 
marines, infantry pf Conception, artillery of 
di|;to, battalion of Valdivia, dragoons of the 
frontier, and lancets of the Lasa; these were 
the remains of the SpaI^8h army which left 
Conception, under the command of General 
Sanchesy in 1819, besides the regular garrisoa 
of the port, amounting in all to about one thou^ 
sand six hundred, while the expedition under 
Lord Cochrane amounted only to three hundred 
and eighteen. 

The government of Chile ordered a ipedal 
to be struck in commemoration of this important 
victory, and it was distributed to the officers. 
His lordship expected some remuneration for 
his men as prize-money, but the government 
could not understand how prize-money could 
be due to a naval expedition for services done 
onshore. The Dolores had been laden with 
warlike stores at Valdivia; the adipiral requested 
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tfadt the value of these imglit be decreed to ditf 
Raptors, but tbe answer to tins request was ati 
order fMr tbe stores to b^ disembarked in tk« 
trsenal at Valparaido, and the following para-^ 
graph from the pen of the hireling Monteagi]R]o^ 
made its appearance in the Censor de k RefVOJ 
kicion^ wlidch was conducted by this patriotid 
seribbler :-^ 

** We are informed that Admiral Lord GocH- 
riBMe is determined not to allow the debarkation 
of the warlike stores broiight fikum Vafdivia iti^ 
the^ ship tfciote^, on the plea of their being a 
^ti2^e to the- squadron Which has restored t^at 
fyi^otincefrdM the hands of the enemy ta CfaHe.. 
We> caiin<^ persuade Ou^^el^es tiiat bis lordships 
does ilot acksiowledge, thall alithe stores^ etist'-' 
ing at Valdivia at the time of its restoration be*^ 
kmg to the state of Chile in the ivme mannei^ 
ail tho^e iii the provinces actually forming the» 
stftte, without any oltier difference than thotf 
Iftiese Wereriftstored t6 the free exercise of their 
riberty before that was. Evf» if Valdivia di* 
not belong to CSiile, w* do not make war ori 
every* seetion> of America^ but on the Spantardtr 
#fcdhttld ardoitiiniatibn oiwrit: these are A© 
jf^ineiples^whiehhave always regulated tte con- 
dijilet of our armies; and nothing save thfe 
e:«ekiiliv6 property of the %alnards has been 
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subjected to the rights of war. It would also 
1>e a peruicious precedent to futute operation if 
whatever was found in a conquered territory 
should belong exclusively to the victors. We 
are persuaded that some misunderstanding has 
taken place respecting these warlike stores 
brought by the Dolores : Admiral Cochrane is 
well acquainted with public rights, ; and the 
high opinion which we entertain of his honour- 
able character obliges us to doubt that which we 
are not inclined to believe." 

Lord Cochrane afterwards asked Montea- 
gudo if he believed what he had publij»hed was 
just or according to law ; no, said he, certainly 
not, but: I wias ordered to write and to - publish 
what appeared in the Censor. His lordship* 
being convinced that the government was de- 
termined not to reward the services" of the 
squadron, assured them, that this would cer- 
tainly be the last service of the kind which they, 
would receive from ; it : he also warned them 
ilgainst expecting that - men would risk their 
lives, after undergoing the greatest privations, 
without any remuneration :: he told them, more- 
over, that as he: considered the proceedings on 
the part of the government as most unjust, he 
should never request of his officers or men any 
sacrifice; ejscept when the means of rewarding 
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them were in his awn hands. The government 
wishing to conciliate the Admiral^ made him a 
present of » a large estate in the province of Con- 
ception ; but his lordship imniediately returned 
the document, stating; that it was the services 
of the men which ought to be rewarded, that 
his own were amply repaid by the glory of the 
achievement. All his pleadings, however, were 
in vain, and no reward was ever given to them 
by the government for the capture of this most 
important fortress ; nay more, it Was questioned 
whetherLordCochriane ought not to be tried 
by a court-martial for having fought and con-^ 
quered an- enemy without the sanction of the 
government ! a fair proof: of what would have 
been the * consequence: had ^ not the result been 
favourable to his lordship. 

A series of plots' now began to take place 
one after another, which seemed to threaten 
even the stability of the • government : the . 
regiment number one, stationed at Mendosa, 
revolted, . Benavides entered Conception, and 
committed several most daring outrages ; and a 
conspiracy was said to have been formed in -the 
capital against the government by the Carrera 
party^ and the supreme director was so thwarted 
by the senate, that he could not act with:that 
promptitude and decision which circumstances 
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required': the greatest posnUe cKrils, poblkity 
and proerastinaticql;^ wbere sbcresy Und deth 
patek were aecessaty^ coaateracted in the moMi 
tfMMntial points the wisfaei^ of the supremdcy. 
The persM® who were aceroeid of being eon^? 
0pitators were apprehended, Among whom Weite 
induded the bust r^maans of flie CasFrera ftmilyy 
amd other individiithp who Were obnoxious to 
CyHiggkis : these were all embarked <m board 
Ute brig of war, Poeyrtedon, asid sent down to^ 
Ike coast of Choco, where it was expected that 
^tuif wonld sbtMTtly die, and where^ in fae<! ther 
nncte of the Carreras did die ^ biit> contrary to' 
tbe expectation and eren* the request of tiie- 
Chflean goTermnentr that of Cdcnnibia received^ 
tireni as friends,^ and some of the' exitea being! 
officers, Bolivar incorposaited tfaest in his army,. 
wMi a promotiion ;: for which act of juMice 
he* nerer had any reasoiv to complain. The^ 
fludtuations in tiie designs of the: goveitnment 
ase wett porttayed in tbe foUowimg letter from 
iiovd Coehrane te the slqfnreHie director :' 

^ Most Ext SKp^Being at present kidisposed- 
wdb a palpitation of my hearty which at tiBu» 
afflicts nie most sever^y^ and which would be> 
iscwaoied wil^^a jouraey to Santiagti; were£ ta 
mdteiHafae i* neeocdiiig ttf the: request <»f thei 
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S^yimxamU I feel myself obliged tp solicit an 
§X6U9ei persuaded aslam^ that the following 
«i:pPMtioQ, which coptaius all that is necessary 
to r^pwd you to reflect on what la past, and to 
wticip^te what is to^ome, will be sufficientt I 
ilsp hcqpe that my exposition will be ascribed to 
t]|(i sincere desire that I have of serving your ex-* 
9pl}finey, to whose interests I am most sincerely 
attached, as being the august representative of 
the sacred cause of your country's welfare* 

*' Touching on what is past, you will do me 
thebonourtorecoUeet, that I recommended to 
yon the indispensable neeessity of removing 
a^ong the seamen all kinds of distrust with 
fespeet to their pay and priaie-money : the first 
9f which they have not yet received, and of thiei 
a(^§ni they have been totally defrauded ; your 
^K^ellency prc^mised me tl»t they should bei 
ftagularly paid, and thw whatever prices were 
taken should be entirely appropriated to thtssi 
t^o objects ; the moiety belon^ng to the captors 
should be immediately distributed, and the 
oliher, appeitaiAiifitg tp goveroment, should be 
applied to the pa^nent of arrears^ and etqpiip* 
ment of the v^sels of war, I am well a^ware of 
the lowness c^your funds ^ hut having, ac^rd^ 
ing to your promise made to me, informed the 
crews of the di£S^rent vessels what would be 
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the course pursued^ the men expect a folfihneiiit 
of the promise made> and will consider me to 
be the author of the deception if they discover 
that what has been promised to them is applied 
to other purposes. Your excellency will. allow 
me to assure you, that if I had not supported 
the promise made to the seamen, the real squa- 
dron would not have now existed, and that if 
the promises are not fulfilled, the squadron will 
now cease to exist. 

*' Nothing is more difficult than to manage a 
mas& of such heterogeneous materials, as that of 
which the squadron is composed — men of dif- 
ferent nations, manners, and religions — men 
whose suspicions are easily alarmed, and whose 
interests cannot be contradicted with impunity; 
they may be reconciled if duly attended to, and 
incorporated with those of the state : but if this 
is not done, they will become opposed to its 
welfare. 

' " .The experience which I acquired during 
the first cruize, convinced me most completely, 
that in addition to the punctual payment of 
the crews, it was necessary for their health 
and comfort, as well as for the cleanliness of 
the vessels, which contributes so much to 
these objects, that proper clothing and beds 
should be provided. With respect to the means 
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for procuring these articles themselves, the po- 
verty of some, and the relaxed habits of others, 
are obstacles, besides which the temptations 
met with at Valparaiso, generally deprive them 
of the power before they leave the port. For 
the acquirement of this desirable object, I made 
several applications to the different departments 
of the government, requesting that such arti- 
cles might be purchased and distributed to the 
crews, according to the practice observed in all 
naval countries. The treasury not being able 
to pay the value of the articles, this was done 
with part of the prize-money taken during the 
cruize ; at the same time that the money so em- 
ployed ought to have been applied to the pay- 
ment of the captors of the Montezuma; and 
^though frequent applications have been made, 
this, like the debts of the crews of the squadron* 
has never yet been attended to ; but, on the 
contrary, such sums as were destined, according 
to the promise of your excellency, to the sole 
purpose of liquidating such debts, have been 
applied to other purposes, while part of the 
seamen who have fulfilled their contract, are 
wandering about the streets in a state of despair; 
others, naked and clamorous, remain on board ; 
the invalids are begging alms, and all are curs- 
ing the authors of their misfortunes. The result 
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of tUs conduct on the part of the government 
is, even at present, that not only the seamen 
and soldiers, but even some of the officers, avail 
themselves of every opportunity to dispose of 
prize goods, as well as of the naval istores be- 
longing to the vessels of the squadron; and 
^hea they are discovered, the infliction of 
p.ttmshment is prevented by their alleging that 
ibey neither receive pay nor prize-money, and 
jfcbat they despair of ever receiving either. 

'* On my return from the first cruize, your 
f^ceUencj will also be [deasedjto recollect, that 
J reported the necessity of marking each bar- 
rel, or package of provisions, with the weight 
or quality which it contained ; making the pur* 
veyor responsible both for the quantity and 
quality of the contents, in order to prevent all 
)cinds of fraud; because, from the purser's re- 
portu^ I should then have been able to know for 
what period the squadron was victualled. I was 
compelled to make this request, because I found 
that the purveyor had reported at the commis* 
sariate that he had delivered twenty-one quintals 
of beef to the Independencia, when in fact only 
eleven had been received. Thus the state was 
charged with the value of ten quintals which 
had not been delivered, for the purpose of filling 
the purse of an impostor, whose nefarious con- 
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duct might have frustrated the object of our 
expedition, or even have involved part of the 
squadron in inevitable ruin. For the purpose 
of counteracting such iniquitous proceedings, 
no order has, as yet, been issued, nor am I 
authorised to correct such as punishable crimes^ 
" On my return to Valparaiso, after the 
first cruize, I hoped to find the sianufacture of 
rockets completed, according to the promise of 
the government, made to me before I sailed; 
but I found that even the manufactory was not 
finished ; that notwithstanding the various soli- 
citations made by the late lieutenant-colonel 
Charles^ for the necessary materials, that these 
were retained^ or denied through jealousy, oi 
some other criminal motive; this might have 
involved the whole of the squadron in complete 
ruin, had the forces arrived at Callao, which 
were expected from Spain. As it was, the 
operations of that expedition became a reproach 
to the Qfficers and crews employed in it, and 
allowed the enemy to c^l it imbecility in them^ 
and ignoranoe of their undertaking; but, in rea*- 
lity, the neglect or treachery lay in those ap- 
pointed by your government to construct those 
missiles, on whose speculations the persons em- 
ploye4 in the expeditba were induced to rely^ 
The unexpected result of this expedition oblig- 
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ed me to r&ise the blockade, to the apparent 
disgrace and positive injury of the interest, of 
the squadron ; although it had been destined 
for the purpose of contending with the enemy 
before a re-union could be effected between the 
vessels in Callao, and the expected reinforce- 
ment from Spain. 

" My orders were limited to impracticable 
operations, by the concurrence of unexpected ^ 
accidents, which deprived me of destroying at 
once the force of the enemy in the Pacific. Our 
provisions were exhausted ; the ships of war had 
neither rice, cocoa, sugar, wine, spirits, nor any 
substitute for those articles ; with the addition 
of a considerable number of sick on board. In 
this dilemma, it was once my intention to return 
to Valparaiso; but not wishing to provoke the 
indignation of your excellency, and bring down 
condign punishment on those persons who had 
been the cause of this state of the squadron, I 
determined on taking from the enemy at Pisco 
spirits, wine, and other necessaries, although 
my orders expressly forbade such a procedure, 
I being limited by them to take only water, and 
that. in a case of necessity. But the govern- 
ment of Chile inadvertently believed that foreign 
seamen would be content with putrid water, a 
short allowance of beef and bread, a total want 
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of wine, or grog, when they were on an enemy's; 
coast, where those articles might be procured 
in abundance. 

** On being informed that the Spanish fri* 
gate la Prueba had sailed for the Pund, and 
that she was the only vessel of the expedition 
which had doubled the Cape^ I again found 
myself either obliged to abandon the attempt to 
capture her, or to take upon myself the respon- 
sibility of violating my instructions, by taking 
provisions from the enemy on the coast of Peru. 
I determined on the latter, and although a large 
quantity of cotton, tobacco, rice, sugar, and 
other valuable articles, belonging to Spaniards, 
were collected at Santa, they were all abandon- 
ed for the purpose of following the enemy with 
all possible despatch; although I was fully con- 
vinced, and still reniain so, that nothing is 
obtained by excluding the enemies of liberty 
from contributing to support the defenders of 
so just a cause ;— ^for the purpose of exacting 
from them the whole of the sacrifice. 

*' Your excelleucy must be completely sa- 
tisfied, that our efforts in the river of Guayaquil 
to take the Prueba were rendered nugatory by 
the want of soldiers; there I requested that 
they might co-operate with the squadron, when 
the efforts of the squadron alone were-of little 
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avail ; my request was opposed ; but why the 
oppositioQ was made> or on what principtes it 
was founded, I am totally ignorant^ and more aa 
of the reasons that exist for communicating such 
strange determinations of the supremacy to 
any one except myself; because, if any difficul- 
ties presented themselves in what I had the 
honour to propose to your excellency, wfay^ 
was I not requested to explain them,^ and to d6 
away with what were accounted obstacles; but 
the conduct observed implies a want of confi- 
dence in my knowledge, as to the proper appli* 
cation of such a force, or a conviction on the 
part of my opponents in your councils, that they 
could not support their opposition, because theif 
arguments are founded on unsound principles. 
Perhaps what took place at PaUa may have beea 
quoted by some of your senators, who did nol^ 
recollect the assurance given by the flags of 
truce which I sent in, that nothing, except the 
property of the kii^ of Spain, would be touch^ 
ed. The enemy fired on the flag, and now, al. 
low me to ask, if I had any other alternative, 
than* like a coward, to submit to such an insult 
offered to the flag of Chile, or permit the in* 
dignant and provoked soldiers to obliterate the 
outrage ? 

" When I bad the honour to pee your excel- 
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Imcy kst, at Santiago, a plan was estalilishjed, 
'ftad as I then bdieved, a secret one, the only 
{persons present being yonr ^oellenc}% General 
iSan Martin, and the jDoiniater of marine ; this to 
vij utter astonishment, soon became as public 
;as if it had been given to the gazette, or the 
lown crier ; the detail was ka the possession of 
«very speculator, who calculated solely on his 
pmate gain. I was >ordered to equip the tran&- 
qports Aguila, Begona, Dolores, and Xeresana, 
and my orders for the accompii^unecKt of this 
-object were scarcely issued, when I was offici- 
ally infbrined, that these being prize vessels, 
were to be sold immediately ; and the orders 
Ifiven by the govemmmt to me wene unetxpeet- 
^dly abolished, for the piijrp<»ie of placmg the 
fate of the iexpedition in the hasids of mercantile 
fipeculators, who to tbe present mQu^nt haire 
only finished the equipment of one ves^Bl* which 
•has been allowed to ssil from this port, when 
declared under an endwrgo ; and this for tik 
{Mm'poseof conveyiiig.merchiiiidi^ belonging to 
oj^ of the ^contractors to Coquimbo. This hap- 
peiied at the very moment when I w^s assured 
Ihat the /e^cpedition was about to be verified. 
Thip conduct of the goveriament most positively 
evinces that a mercantile speculator enjoys more 
of the confidence of the supreme authority than 
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I have the honour to deserve. I had subsequent 
orders for the San Martin to sail, and to cruize 
offTalcahuano, she being the only efficient ves- 
sel of war in Valparaiso ; that the Montezuma 
should sail for Callao for the purpose of obtsdn- 
ing a correct account of the state of the enemy; 
next that the San Martin should cruize in the 
mouth of this port. I was shortly afterwards 
informed, that instead of an expedition of two 
thousand men that should be ready to sail within 
fifteen days, that one of four thousand would be 
ready within the same time; this led me to in- 
spect the naval preparations made by the con- 
tractors, which I found to consist of one new 
rigged ship. I next visited the provision store, 
and found there no preparations whatever; 
there was not even a sufficient, quantity for 
the consumption of the crews of the vessels of 
war for one month. * 

*' These circumstances, and many other 
similar ones, oblige me to adopt a line of con- 
duct which my duty to your excellency, to the 
States, and to myself, most imperiously pre- 
scribes; this is, to solicit your acceptance of 
the important commission with which I have 
been honoured, and which I now beg leave to 
resign. 
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'* I have detailed some of the motives which 
oblige me to abandon the service of a state, in 
^hich I have been so highly honoured, parti- 
cularly by your excellency; but my firm con- 
viction is, that if } agree to the tardy and pro- 
crastinated measures of the government, I 
shall make myself tacitly instrumental in for- 
warding that ruin which cannot but be the 
result of the plans of the advisers of your 
excellency, 

" Allow me to offer to your excellency, &c. 
— ^Valparaiso, May 14th, 1820.'* 

The official answer to this note consisted 
of a mere list of excuses from the minister 
of marine, indicating any thing but the real 
cause of the inconsistency of the government ; 
indeed, the real cause was enveloped in mys- 
tery for a considerable time afterwards. How- 
ever, the determination of Lord Cochrane, 
not to continue in the command of the squad- 
ron unless that part of the management of 
it which was not under his control was 
placed on a better footing, seemed to rouze 
the government from the state of apathy 
which they pow began to perceive would 
soon lead to 6, state of imbecility. 

O'Higginii and San' Martin addressed pri- 
vate letters to his lordship, begging his con- 
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tinuance in the command of the naval. forces 
of Chile, and assuring him, that the most 
active measures would be immediately adopt- 
ed for the realization of the grand expedition; 
the success of which, they were well aware, 
depended in many very material points on the- 
character and efforts of Lord Cochrane. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

\ , ■ . 

Lofd Codmne and Chilean €S<iTenmianU....PreparBtioo8 far the Expedition to 

Peni.........Captain Spry Charges presented by the Admiral against 

Captain Gnise Lord Cochrane throws up his Commisaon Letters 

< from the Captains and Officers Commission returned by &e Government 

Offer made by San Martin to the Foreign Seamen Embarkation 

of Troops for Peru Announcement of. Sailing of the Expedition 

Force of the Squadron. 

XiORD Cochrane, whose whole soul was en- 
gaged in the total emancipation of the Spanish 
colonies/ desirous of contributing to the acqui- 
sition of this interesting object, re-assumed 
the comn(iand of the squadron, relying on the 
fulfilment of the promises made by the govern- 
ment of Chile, supported by the guarantee of 
General San Martin ; who, however extraordi- 
ixary it may appear, pledged himself not only 
to sanction but also to fulfil the promises made 
by a government in whose employ he was himself 
engaged. 

The supreme director, in the name of the 
republic, again made to Lord Cochrane a dona- 
tion of an estate in the province of Conception, 
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as a token of gratitude for those important ser- 
vices which the country had received from him ; 
this was again rejected, and his Lordship, wish- 
ing to give an unequivocal proof of his attach- 
ment to the country, and of his intention to 
establish his residence in it, purchased an 
estate called Quintero, about eight leagues to 
the jiorthward of Valparaiso* On visiting 
Quintero, Lord Cochrane examined the bay 
called de la Herradura, and made a report to 
the government, accompanied with a plan, 
stating that this harbour had many advantages 
which that of Valparaiso did not possess ; he 
solicited that it might become an establishment 
for the vessels of war belonging to ihe state, 
pointed out many important results that would 
accompany the adoption of such a plan, with res* 
pect to the discipline, order and regulation of the 
squadron; and concluded with an offer to the 
state, of all the land that might be necessary 
for an arsenal and general marine dep6t; 
when, to his utter astonishment, the answer to 
this signal generosity and sacrifice of private 
property, for the good of the service, was a 
notification, that '^ in consideration of the pe-^ 
culiar advantages of the harbour of Herradura, 
and the estate of Quintero, advantages of the 
highest importance to Chile, Lord Cochrane iu 
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ordered not to continue any improvements on ^ 
the said estate, as Uiey will not be paid for 
by the state, to whom Quintero and Herra-* 
dura are declared to appertain, on condition 
that Lord Cochrane shall be paid by the state 
the purchase money, and improvements made.'* 
This blow affected Lord Cochrane more than 
any other which the government could have 
given him ; at a moment when he had been en* 
treated to continue in the command otthe squa- 
dron, and an estate in. the country had been 
presented to him, when he became the pcoprie* 
tor of another, by purchase, wishing to convince 
all parties that he adopted Chile as his hoine^ 
he tacitly received an order to abandon such 
ideas. His lordship immediately addressed to 
the supreme director an answer to this uneic- 
pected notification, which produced an apology, 
and an assurance that the proceedings were 
founded on the old Spanish laws, which as yet 
had not been repealed ; and that the notification 
rested only on the vista Jiscal, the solicitude of 
the attorney general. It was very appaient,.at 
lliis time, that something was brewing i^ the 
Chilean government; but it was impossible 
either to comprehend the matter, or to foresee 
the effect ; all parties seemed to endeavour to 
conciliate the good will of the Admiral, yet 
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something OGCurred daily, which tended to ali^ 
enatehim even from the cause of the country ; 
and although, upon inquiry, the most polite 
excuses were given, and apologies often ten- 
dered, yet some busy hand seemed always to 
be employed in feeding the flame of provocation 
and mischief. 

' Nothing but the active preparations of the 
government for the grand expedition to Peru, 
and the repeated solicitations of General San 
Martin, would have prevented Lord Cochnme 
from resigning the command of the squadron, 
and of embarking for England. San Martin 
visited the port of Valparaiso in June, for the 
purpose of inspecting the transports; and the 
troops began to move from their encampments 
at Rancagua to Quillota, twelve leagues from 
Valparaiso, for the purpose of embarking. 
Every thing appeared at first to contribute to- 
wards the accomplishment of this most impor- 
tant object, and all persons concerned to act in 
unison, as if animated by one spirit, that of ex- 
tending to Peru the happiness enjoyed by Chile, 
the fruit of her emancipation from the Spanish 
yoke. At this period, quite unexpected by all 
<;oncemed. Captain Spry was promoted to the 
rank of</apitan de Frigata, and appointed flag 
Hbttptain to Lord Cochrane, at the same time 
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that his lordship ha4 solicited the appointment 
o^ Captain Croabie ; and to add to this irregular 
proceeding, the minister of marine informed 
his lordship, that although Don Tomas Grosbie 
had held the command of the Araucano, and 
hj^id been treated as a captain, and addressed as 
such by the government, that as yet he had not 
received a, commission appointing him to that 
T^f}k, n0T was Jie. as such placed. on the navy 
list. His lordship was also, informed, that the 
appointment of Captain Spry must be aeceded 
tp. . This order received from the Admiral a po- 
sitive denial^ ,and he > wrote in answer, that 
Captain Spry .should never tread the quarteri- 
deck of the flagrship as. capliain of her» so long 
as he hcild ;th6 command of the squadron ; hot 
because his lordship had any personal objection 
to Captain Spry, but because he would not 
cop^ent to any encroachment on the privileges 
he enjoyed as . admiral and . commander . in 
chief. 

This affair wai| stated by Cochrane to San. 
Martin, . who merely .answered, it shall be as 
you choo§e^ sera camo V. qukra, and on the fol- 
lowing morning Crosbie was appointed flag 
captain, and Spry ordered to continue in, the 
command of the Galvarino. Scarcely had this 
matter been thus adjusted, when Lord Cochrane 
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was obliged to place Captain Guise of the Lau- 
taro under an arrest, and to forward to the go- 
vernment charges against him, requesting that he 
might be tried by a court-martial. The charges 
were for repeated acts of neglect of duty and in- 
subordination ; they were arranged under thir- 
teen heads, finishing with '^endeavourii^ in 
the various acts of disobedience herein men- 
tioned to set at defiance, and bring into con- 
tempt the authority of his superior officer, the 
commander in chief, in the execution of his 
duty, to the subversion of discipline, and ia 
violation of the articles of war on the foregoing 
beads, made and provided." This act of th6 
admiral astonished the government ; ^ princi- 
pal part of which was now at Valparaiso, for 
the purpose of forwarding as much as possible 
the equipment of the expedition* It met with 
their most determined opposition, and after 
some very warm correspondence, the following 
note was addressed by his lordship to the mi- 
nister of marine :— : 

" Sir, — The apparent detetmination of the 
supremacy to support a junior officer in the 
commissicm of the most outrageous breaches of 
his public dutyj and of acting not only contrary 
but in direct opposition to the orders com- 
municated to him by his commander in chiefs 
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not only encourages his dereliction from duty, 
and is a precedent of the most pernicious cha- 
racter for the imitation of others, but brings my 
authority into contempt, and renders my exer- 
tions in the service of the republic nugatory. I 
Have nothing to add at present to what I have 
already stated to you, except that you will 
place in the hands of his excellency the supreme 
director my resignation of the command of the 
squadron of Chile, and express to him my sin- 
cere wish, that, whoever may be appointed to 
supersede me, his endeavours to serve the 
cause of liberty in the new world may be 
crowned with greater success than mine have 
4>een; and that he may be better qualified to 
preserve that discipline in the squadron which is 
hot only essentially necessary, but indispens- 
ably requisite, for the honour of himself, the 
success of his operations, and the welfare of the 
cause he serves. I have to request you will 
inform me at the earliest period of the accept- 
ance of my resignation, that I may order my 
flag to be struck, as also, whether it would be 
agreeable to the present views of the supreme 
government that I should continue to reside as 
a citizen of Chile, among those persons who, 
after having exerted themselves in the pupport 

of her sacred cause, have retired to enjoy the 
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fruits of their labours ; if not, I request permisr 
sion to leave the country ; aud my passport conr 
stituting my ultimate request, I remaiu, &c." . 

" Cochrane." 

" Valparaiso, July 16th, 1820." 

The first tender of his commi^ion which 
Lord , Cochrane made was unexpectedly kept 
« profound secret by the government ; indeed 
at that time the greatest danger would have at* 
tended a disclosure of the matter ; the greater 
part of the foreign seamen were unpaid, and the 
natives, both seamen and marines, were more 
clamorous on this head than the foreigners, and 
all seemed determined on some desperate pro* 
ceeding, if their claims were not directly.satis* 
fied. The present act of the commander isi 
chief became known immediately; and the fol- 
lowing invitation was on the 17th laid on the 
capstern-head of the flag-ship : 

"It is reported that Lord Cochrane, wea* 
ried out by the illiberal treatment of the gov* 
ernment, has at last been forced to resign the 
command of the squadron, because their jealous 
policy no longer enables him to hold it with 
honour to himself or benefit to the state* 

'' It is requested that all who feel them- 
selves attached to his lordship, or who are 
aware how mu<ih the honour, safetit, and 
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iKT£R£ST» not Only of the navy, but of the 
state of Chile, depend on his continniag in tho 
eommand, will to-^day meet on board ibe Inde* 
pendencia, at one o'clock, for the purpose of 
taking into consideration what steps it may be 
roost proper to adopt." 

On the 1 6th, Lord Cochrane received the 
following letter from the captains of the fleet, 
which received the subjoined answer: 

" My Lord, — ^It being very currently re- 
ported, and generally believed, that your lord* 
ship has resigned the command of the squadron 
of Chile, and as our views are so closely con- 
BecLed with those of your lordship, we beg 
leave most respectfully to solicit your informa- 
tion on this subject. {Signed.) Robert Forster, 
W. Wilkinson, Cladies Charles, T. Sackville 
Crosby, James, Ramsey." 

** Gentlemen, — I have been favoured with 
your letter of this date, and assure you, that 
whether I remain in the command of the squa- 
dron or not, is a matter of perfect indifierence 
so far as I am personally concerned. 

" My object in proceeding from England to 
this quarter of the globe was to promote the 
furtherance of liberty and independence, more 
than any private object, or to promote the views 
of others inconsistent therewith. 
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''I have only to add, that my desire is to be 
permitted to surrender the command of a squa- 
dron which I can no longer hold with benefit to 
the state nor credit to myself, since the orders 
which appeared necessary to be given, and the 
limited powers vested in me, are disobeyed with 
impunity, and not only disobeyed, but made 
the objects of persevering scorn and ridicule, 
by persons who ought to be under my authority, 
but who for their personal views wish by insi- 
nuations, falsifications, and detraction, to over- 
throw all that stood in the way of their vain 
ambition. Under this impression, I tendered 
my commission to the government three days 
ago, but am ignorant of the result, which I ex- 
pect, however, to learn to-morrow. Believe me, 
gentlemen, with feelings of gratitude for your 
anxious inquiries on the subject, yours, &c." 

" Cochrane." 

** My Lord, — Your lordship s reply to our 
letter has created feelings of the deepest regret 
in our breasts, and it behoves us to act in a 
manner which will stamp our characters, not- 
only as true patriots, but as men looking up to 
your lordship, as the only man capable of com- 
manding the naval forces of Chile with effect, 
against the enemies of liberty and independence. 
We, the undersigned, have come to the reso- 
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lution of resigning the commissions we respec* 
lively hold in^ the service of Chile ; we have 
therefore to request that your lordship will be 
pleased to acquaint us with the result as soon as 
you are aware that the government of Chile 
have accepted your resignation of the command 
of the squadron. 

" We avail ourselves of this opportunity of 
expressing our confidence in your lordship's 
talents, and our determination to act hand in 
hand with your lordship ; in doing which, we 
are persuaded that we are most effectively and 
faithfully serving the Republic of Chile/ and 
acting, honestly and sincerely towards you, our 
commander in chief." Signed by the same five 
captains. The only two who did not sign it Were 
Guise and Spry. On the same day, the eigh- 
teehtkof July, the following was addressed to 
his lordship, by the officers of the squadron : 

"My Lord, — The general discontent and 
anxiety which your lordship's resignation has 
occasioned among the officers and others of the 
• squadron afford a strong proof how much the 
ungrateful conduct of the government is felt 
among those serving under your command. 

" The officers, whose names are subscribed 
to the inclosed resolutions, disdaining longer to 
serve under a government which can so soon 
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have forgotten the important services rendered 
to the state, or treat with indignity a character 
the most implacable of the enemies of his own 
country have been forced to respect, beg leave 
to put into your hands their commissions, and 
to request you will be so kind as to forward 
them to the minister of marine for the state* 
At the same time that we are thus forced to 
withdraw ourselves from the service, our 
warmest wishes continue to be offered up, not 
only for the prosperity and liberty of the coun- 
try, but that of the whole world. 

'< We pray your Lordship all health and 
happiness, and have the honour to remain, &c." 
(Signed by twenty-three commissioned officers.) 

** Resolutions entered into at a meeting of 
the lieutenants, and other officers of the same 
class, belonging to the squadron of Chile, held 
on board the Independencia, the eighteenth of 
July, 1820, for the purpose of taking into con- 
sideraticm the resignation of the commander in 
chief: 

" Resolved, Ihat the honour, safetf and 
INTEREST of the uavy of Chile entirely rest on 
the abilities and experience of the present com* 
Inander in chief. 

VThat as the feelings of unbounded confidence 
and respect which we entertain for the present 
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cominander in chief cannot be truisferred to 
another, they have induced us to come to the 
resolution of resigning our commissions, and of 
transmitting the same jto govemmient, through 
the hands of the Admiral. 

'' That our commissions shall be accompanied 
by a letter, expressive of our sentiments, signed 
by all those whose commissions are inclosed.'' 
(Signed by the same twenty-three officers as 
die foregoing letter.) 

Although his lordship was convinced of the 
inability which the whole expedition would la- 
bour under should his resignation be accepted; 
he still left the government at liberty to act 
according to their own discretion. In the pub* 
lie duties on board the vessels of war no re- 
laxation took place; the preparations were 
carried on with the same alacrity, and the unre- 
mitting attention of the commander in chief to 
their speedy equipment suffered no diminution \ 
the determination of the captains and officers of 
the squadron was not forwarded to the govern- 
ment, lest the threatening danger might force 
them to adopt a measure contrary to their 
wishes ; however, as some of the captains and 
officers had not joined the others in their 
resolutions, and were aware of their proceed- 
ings, the govemment soon became acquainted 
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with the whole transaction, and General San 
Martin, on the night of the 19th, when in con^ 
yersation with Lord Cochrane, expressed his 
astonishment and disapprobation of the pro- 
ceedings of the governjEnent,. and' pretended to 
be totally ignorant of what: had taken place. 
This assertion was entirely void of truth, as was 
proved on the following night, when he said, 
that '' he only wanted to be convinced how far 
the supreme director would allow a party spirit 
to oppose the welfare of the expedition.*' It 
was moreover corroborated by the subsequent 
conduct of this chief. San Martin concluded 
on the 19th, by saying, '' well, my lord, I am 
general of th^ army, ^nd you shall be admiral 
of the squadron ; bien, mi lard, yo soy general 
del esercito, y V. sera almirante de la esquadraJ" 
Aft^r this expression, Lord Cochrane shewed 
to him the letters he had. received from the 
captains and officers, at which San Martin was 
very much astonished, for he was not aware 
of the positive determination of those indi- 
viduals not to continue their important and 
indispensable services, except under the com- 
mand of their present admiral ; a determina- 
tion which was certainly as honourable to 
themselves, as it was fraught. with danger to 
the government and to the state. San Martin 
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^^liSeU Lard Coehiratie if he would consent to the 
suspension of the attest of Captain Guise, and 
<2eiay bis trial to a' future and more convenient 
titile^ should such foe the request of the govem- 
metit ; to which hii^ lordship assented, on con- 
dition thai the supremacy should confess that 
ibt accusations furnished and charges exhibited 
were jul^, and that the conduct of Captain Guise 
wasr^ highly Teprehensible, as being not only pre- 
judicial to: the necessary discipline of the squa- 
droA, bat in every oth^r point of view inju- 
riousr to the general cause of America. In 
consequence of this agreeitient, the admiral 
received on the twentieth, the following official 
noDe froih the^ govermrient : 

" My Lord,— At a moment when the services 
of the naval forces of the state are of the high- 
est importance, and the personal services of 
your lordship indi8pensable,the supremacy with 
tbe most profomid sentinients of regret has 
rj&ceived your resignation, which, should it be 
admitted, would involve the future operations 
of th?& iafms of liberty in the new world in cer- 
t^n ruiDi and ultiiztatt;ely replace in Chile, your 
adopted hi6ttie, that tynaumy which your lord- 
ship abhors^ and to the annihilation of which 
y6ttr' heroisms has so greatly contributed. 
. His^xcellency the Supreme Director com* 
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mands me to infonn your lordship, which I have 
the honour of doing, that should you persist in 
resigning the command of the squadron, whidi 
has been honoured by bearing your flag, the 
cause of terror and dismay to our enemies, and 
of glory to all true Americans ; or should the 
government unwisely admit it, this would be 
indeed a day of universal mourning in the new 
world ; the government, therefore, in the name 
of the nation, returns you your commission, 
soliciting your re-acceptance of it, for the fur- 
therance of that sacred cause to which your 
whole soul is devoted. 

" The supremacy is convinced of the neces-: 
sity which obliges your lordship to adopt the 
measures which placed Captain Guise of the 
Lautaro under an arrest, and of the justness of 
the charges exhibited against this officer of the 
state ; but being desirous of preventing any 
delay in the important services on which the 
ships and vessels of war are about to proceed, 
it is the pleasure of his excellency the supreme 
director, that the arrest of Captain Guise be 
suspended, as well as his trial by a court-mar- 
tial on the charges exhibited, which will re- 
main in the archives of the marine department, 
to be postponed till the first opportunity which 
does not interfere with the service of the squa- 
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dron^ so important as at the present epoch.— « 
(Signed) Jose Yguacio Zenteno, minister of 
marine. Valparaiso, July 20tb, 1820/' 

Lord Cochrane immediately discharged 
Captain Guise from his arrest by the following 
note: 

"Whereas certain charges had been exhi- 
bited by the commander in chief, touching the 
conduct of Martin George Guise, of the G. S. S. 
Lautaro ; and whereas his excellency the Su- 
preme Director has been pleased to order, that 
the investigation of the same by court-martial 
shall be suspended, in order to prevent delay in 
the important services on which the ships and 
vessels of war are about to proceed : it is the 
pleasure of his excellency, signified to me under 
his sign-manual, that the said Captain Martin 
George Guise shall be replaced in the command 
of the Lautaro, and (as in justice due) shall be 
deemed innocent of the said charges during the 
suspension of his trial. 

"July 24th, 1820. (Signed) Cochrane.'' . 

On the same day his lordship returned the 
commissions to the different officers, with let^ 
ters addressed to them, thanking them for their 
personal marks of esteem and support in the 
performance of an unpleasant public duty, and 
assuring them^ that he was convinced that their 
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.con4uct had heengQy^m^ by their .2$eftl fipdr tter 
true mter^sts.of tbe puWic ser^^i^. 

I consider ^ny comment jon these exJbr^pOEdir 
nary proceedings umiejcessary «it ^esent^ as the 
jBpirit ^yliich dictated them will hecomi^ lojD 
visible to be mistaken in the course of ibfiM 
pages. Had Gee^iral San Martia ^hgerv^d a 
difieirent line of conduct jto thait which mariced 
his operations in Peru, when he could not shield 
himself by any speciotts pretext, importing thai; 
they were regulated by a superior aulJlfiiity> of 
|hat they emanated from a source over which he 
had no direct control, the government of Chile 
might have been considered the authors; whereof 
as, they were only the agents of the machinations 
of the general in chief of the expedition^ who 
foresaw, that in Lord Cochrane he should have 
a rival, to whose merits South America could 
not be blind : he also knew, that the opinions 
of his lordship in council would not be over-* 
awed by those of a superior, be biassed by 
hope or fear, nor be led away by subservien- 
cy : however, his exceliency expected to be as 
implicitly obeyed as a Dey of Algiers, and as 
universally flattered as a Sultan of the East; and 
to those two over-ruling passions may be attri- 
buted part of th^ disgrace of fass administratimv 
in Peru. 
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Tjbe .foU<ywiiig EDnouncemefixt appeared in 
ihe hsi number of ihe C^oBor dq the tenth of 
July : 

^^TcHday the staff offioess of the liberating 
vmy leayje Santiago iov Valparaiso. We 
hOtve authentic advices, that the expeditiou 
will leave that port for its destination on the 
tw^tyrSixth of the present mooih. The pre- 
•eftoe of the supj^dme director and of the gene^ 
r$l ia chief has given in Valparaiso a most 
extraordinary inipuhe to the last preparations. 
At «11 events* the sun of August will behold 
the ei^pedition on its march. Valparaiso is at 
this qwHoent the most interesting point in Ame- 
ri^; it contains as in outline her destiny : the 
time will arrive in which its name will be the 
cegister of the most renowned epoch of our 
history « The ftrmy anxiously awaits the mo- 
meat to embark on the Pacific, and to present 
a spectacle entirely new, a spectacle which has 
never been seen since the Continent was laved by 
its waters. Happy are those who shall partake 
of this enterpjnze I their let shall be the envy 
of all those whom the love of glory inspires 
with a passion for great designs. Follow me 
in the path of my &me. Equal my d^^ds in 
the wan" 
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A new difficulty unexpectedly presented 
itself, and which the government at first thought 
beneath their consideration — the want of fdreign 
seamen in the vessels of war. The delay on the 
part of the presidency in the fulfilment of their 
contract had weaned this class of individuals 
from the service of the state ; that great stimu- 
lus to exertion, prize-money, had been and 
was witheld, and despair instead of confidence 
had been so ripened in their breasts, that al- 
though many were unemployed and wandering 
about the streets of Valparaiso, few would 
enter themselves at the rendezvous opened for 
this purpose. The evil began to be most se- 
rious, and the supremacy consulted the admiral 
if coercion ought not to be used ; but this in- 
sinuation met with just opposition from his 
lordship; he expressed to the government his 
total abhorrence of impressment, and stated to 
them, that such a proceeding would also meet 
with the lawful opposition of the senior British 
officer then in the port Captain Sherriff would 
be compelled by his duty to interfere in the 
protection of British seamen, however interest- 
ed he might personlly feel himself in the cause 
of liberty and the views of Chile, which it was 
well known to every individual acquainted with 
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the sentiments of Captain Sherriff, he regarded 
as of the first magnitude. 

The day destined for the embarkation of the 
troops approached, still the vessels of war were 
deficient in, their complement of seamen, and 
those who could not remain ashore preferred to 
serve in the transports, in which service ^eater 
pay was offered than in the squadron. General 
San Martin being convinced that the most 
energetic measures were necessary to man the 
vessels of war, subjoined his name to a pro- 
clamation dictated by Lord Cochrane, stating, 
a^mong other things — *' on my entry into Lima, 
I will punctually pay to all such foreign seamen 
who shall voluntarily enter the service of Chile, 
leaving the port of Valparaiso in the vessels of 
war belonging to the state, the whole arrears of 
their pay, to which I will also add to each indi- 
vidual according to his rank one year's pay over 
and above his arrears, as a premium or reward 
for his services, if he continue to fulfil his duty 
to the day of the surrender of that city, and its 
occupation by the liberating forces.*" 

This proclamation, with the subjoined sig- 
nature of Lord Cochrane, as a guarantee for the 
fulfilment of the promise, had the desired ef- 
fect^ and the crews of the ships were immedi- 
ately completed. 
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On the twebfie€^^of August the ekpecfitidtt 
left the port of ValpslWrisof-- The* fbllo\Vidg 
adeoukit of it was-' pttbBuhed' by' ordet of the 
g^tetnfnent*. 

" The foMutiar* day ltd Ghilfe' has at ' lehjjtfi 
arrive ; a day^ oii\f*Mchi by aii ex'traordiriai^y 
ifeffiwrtwhifeh almost ele^^tes'her' above herself 
slie^presentslobcith worMs an e*atrit>le'' of uh- 
h^tfftd of conMancyand'pU^e piatribtisto. NeVer 
did any people eatert therhselv6s' ^th gre^tei* 
energy, nor 'obtain sufch rapid pro^rei^ iri-tifef 
btifef space which Chite mieasiirfes of real'ahd 
st^le ettlttncipation; The liberating expedifiiorf 
i9huM td-diay teases' our port to re-estaMii^h 
iofd^ndence; smd'diffui^e civil liberty sxaimg 
tHe opptiassisd cbildl^eryof the ^anclelnt empire o# 
^Incas> -mil be an imperishable testittiony-of 
this'trtitlH and a motiument as lasting as timd 
it»i6if, itf the histdry of th*^ agfeaf achieve- 

** AibrifeP view of the successes which have 
ptfved-th6 wiay to^ this^ memorable eveAt- will* 
demonstrate to thfe mdst- disinterested observer; 
tlSft" great' atid- heroic sacrifices that it has cost. 
C^tl&abdfAd^mdd to her oVrd resounies, witbo«t^ 
arms> without 'money, and without- the other 
elements sufficient to oppos6 force to force,' 
was burthened from 1812 with a 'desolating and* 
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ferocious war in her owii territory, carried 
on to the degree of involving the whole of the 
country in its calamities. She succumbed 
for a moment; for her last resources which 
at some future period might give re-action 
to her social body seemed to fail ; the bowels 
of the country were torn to pieces by the im- 
placable fury of her enemies ; but in the midst 
of these disasters, 'oppressed with the most 
direful tyranny, and threatened with universal 
riiin, , Chilean valour and constancy opened the 
path to that honour and glory, which in 1817 
crowned the army of the Andes, the restorer 
and preserver of Chile, The immortal action 
of Chacabuco marked the epoch of the aggran- 
dizement and prosperity of the republic. 

" From that time the state and the govern- 
nient conceived the sublime object of advancing 
to the very throne of Spanish tyranny, the enor- 
mous weight of which oppressed Peru. They 
were aware that for the subversion of this col- 
Ibssal power, where, although it trembled, the 
principles of motion still existed, which vomited, 
hostilities among us — ^it must be sought for and 
destroyed in its origin. But exhausted of all 
the means that could animate so arduous an 
enterprize, it was necessary that time, and an 
unexampled decision should overcome these 
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great Dhstaclea. Soldiers of all dasaes were 
formed, to eonBtihite a national army. Arms 
and ammunition of all kinds were purchased in 
almost indefinite, quantities. Every resource was 
drained, and every effort employed to form a 
military <lep6t, that should excite the attention 
even of Europe. 

'* In the mean time our territory wais inun* 
dated with the disasters of war, as with a tor- 
rent. Her adverse fortune seemed to threaten 
with total ruin our very existence, till we ob- 
tained the renowned victory of M aypu ; this 
vietory cost us nearly as much blood as the un« 
lortiiiiate result at Gancfaa-rayada, when we 
lost a treasuoe in money and implements of 
war, now recovered. That triumph was really 
and truly crowned wkhall the circumstances of 
a decisive action : but our republic did not reap 
the benefit of our advantageous state. Our re* 
sources were asmihilated ; the greater part of 
pgriyate fortunes was ruined ; the capital was 
oppressed Mrith an immense number of emi- 
grants, who had arrived even firom the other 
side of the Biobio, searching for security withift 
her walls. The enormous and inevitable ex- 
penses necessary for the preservation of a se- 
dentary army which occupied the centre of the 
state, and of a belligerent army employed m 
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the floutii against the latt, but desperate relics 
of our enemies, vho were yet invincible under 
the protection of the fortifications of Talcahuano^ 
These were the afflicting circumstances that 
pervaded Chile, and which would have made 
many others despair of saviBg the Patria, espe* 
cially if diey were not her children. Notwith- 
standing, to this unpromising epoch belongs 
the first intimation of the great enterprize of 
sending an expedition to Peru. We now saw 
the squadron s^pear, as if it had sprung from 
the waves, rather than as the results of human 
efforts^ attending to the absolute nullity of 
means by which we might procure its formation. 
We were witdiout the necessary materials, des- 
titute of any relations with foreign states ; we 
had only one port, where by extraordinary efforts 
something might have been effected, and this 
was blockaded ; and lastly, we were in absolute 
want of every thing but boldness and resolution^ 
One vessel (the Lautaro) little better than ^ 
hulk^ and manned in a moment by determined 
patriots rather than seamen, hoisted triumph^ 
aatly the national flag, and obliged our block- 
ading enemies, the national marine of Spain, to 
betake themselves to a ^amefiil flight. A pro^ 
digious rapidity of circumstances favourable to 
oar navy were the immediate results; the ene^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 TBAVELS IN 

my was driven from Talcahuano; the excellent 
frigate Maria Isabel^ and several transports 
from Cadiz, sent to assist in devastation and 
extermination, were captured; in fine, our 
navy obtained the dominion of the sea from 
Guayaquil to Cbiloe, and deprived Spain of 
Valdivia, her most important bulwark in the 
Pacific ocean. 

** Chile now contemplated, not without sur- 
prize, the progress of her operations; but it was 
necessary to advance them widi greater endea- 
vours, for such were required at the altar of 
liberty. It was yet necessary to recruit troops> 
to re-equip the squadron, and to procure a large 
quantity of materials, for the purpose of form- 
ing an expedition that should carry with it the 
necessary resources for a campaign of indeter- 
mined duration. It was also necessary to stifle 
the machinations of some anarchists, who more 
iniquitous than the Gracchi or the Catalines, 
opposed obstacles almost insurmountable to the 
government, in the transaction of the public 
business, f 

" At last all difficulties were overcome, the 
desires of the virtuous have been fulfilled, and 
the nation has arrived at that pitch of power and 
respectability, to which perhaps none ever ar- 
rived under similar circumstances. For the 
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acquisition of this, our sacrifices have been, of a 
most extraordinary class ; there scarcely exists 
a town, a river, or a valley in our territory, 
which has not vibrated with the report of cannon; 
or beeut the witness of some obstinate encoun- 
ters ; but according to the opposition and deforr 
mity of the conflicts, the civic virtues of our 
citizens . have shone with greater brightness* 
The most compromised personal services, dona-: 
tions, and erogations from all classes have been 
so repeated, and so heroic, that it is impossible 
to transfer to paper the expression of their just 
value ; time. will do that justice to us which is 
due to such, marked and indelible actions of the 
most ardent patriotism. . Our government would 
not have acted gratefully to its fellow-citizens, 
had it not. proclaimed and published them to all 
freemen ; because to such efforts the realization 
of the liberating expedition, whose . description 
we have proposed to give, is due. 

"After twelve, or fifteen days had been em- 
ployed, in embarking the necessary dep6t of 
articles for the immediate service of the expedi- 
tion, it was announced in the general orders of 
the thirteenth inst., that the different corps of 
the army, including the troops of the Andes and 
those of Chile, should begin to move from their 
encampment at.. Quillota, and . embark on the 
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eighteenth^ as follows: — ^At ei^txt, ten, and 
twelve, a. m. ; and two and four, p. m.» the 
regiments No. 7, II, 5, and 1 of infantry, and 
the mounted casadores : on the nineteenth at 
eig^t, ten, twelve, a. m. the artillery, regiment 
No. 8, of in^try, and the mounted grenadiers ; 
the companies No. 6, of in&ntry, squadron 
Na 2, of dragoons, the companies of sappers, 
the workmen and implements; the part of 
the beach between the castle San Jose and the 
arsenal was chosen for this purpose, as being 
the most convenient 

''The spectacle presented by the different 
bodies in the progressive order of their march 
was as interesting and imposing as was the en^ 
thusiasm and joy of all csmcemed : the spectie 
cle was sublime, and every individual from the 
general in chief to the lowest of the soldiers 
seemed to rejoice. They had scarcely left the 
land of their birth, and which had been a grate* 
ful witness to their victories, when the sponta- 
neous and simultaneous shout was heard, ''Viva 
la Patria 1 " " Viva la Libertad ! " was re-echoed 
by the spectators, and produced a most interest- 
ing, soothing, and consoling effe<^ the best 
prognostic of their future triumphs, which were 
destined to fix the liberty of the south. 

Ojk the nineteenth, at nine, a. m., the national 
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iag of the republic was displayed: it was 
saluted by every battery and every vessel of 
war with twenty-one guns. At this time the 
Gaptain*general Don Jose de San Martin visited 
the vessels of war and transports^ enlivening 
the jubitee of his brave soldiers. 

•^To-day, the twentieth, the expedition 
weighed^and left the port in the following order: 
the flag ship, O'Higgins, with the hero of Val- 
divia on board, the commander in chief of the 
squadron, the Right Honourable Lord Codi* 
rane (whose illustriouB talents promise the most 
flattering results, as well with respect to the 
expedition^ as the future g^ry of our navy) 
led the vanguard, with two other vessels of 
war. Then followed, . in column, the trans« 
ports, flanked by three other vessels of war : 
tiie rear was closed by eleven gun-boats, fol- 
lowing tho> Independencia and San Martin, 
bearing the general in chief and his staff. 

*' These are tiie happy effects which order, 
constancy, and valour have achieved ; their pro- 
gress in a great measure is owing to the exist* 
ence of the squadron: its establishment* in* 
crease, and superiority over that of Lima is 
the result of firmness and boldness : Chile has 
the glory of owing this to herself, and may call 
it the child of her sacrifices, her resolution, and 
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her valour* The time will come when America 
will offer to Chile demonstrations of her ac- 
knowledgment, and pay to her the homage 
which is due : this they will do in return for 
her laudable and meritorious services, becausi^ 
they, more directly than any others, have beeii 
serviceable to the common welfare of the Con- 
tinent. And should the fates be adverse, even* 
m despite of every probability, should the pre- 
cious expectations of this formidable expedition 
be disappointed, neither calumny, nor envy, nor 
all the vicissitudes of time will be sufficient to' 
wrench from us the glory of having realized the 
most liberal project which the history of infant 
states can present. (Signed) Zenteno, Minister 
of war and marine." . 

The supreme director of Chile, O'Higgins, 
addressed the following proclamation to the 
liberating army, at the moment of sailing from 
Valparaiso : 

" Soldiers, — I have repeatedly witnessed 
your courage, and know full well what may be* 
ejq>ected from you in the most important cam- 
paign of the revolution. The general who 
commands you is the same who conducted you 
to the field of battle at Chacabuco and Maypu ; 
remember what ye there did, and think of the 
glorious destiny that awaits you. 
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*' Soldieri of the Andes! you gave liberty W 
ehilc J go now to PerUj and enrol your name$ 
with the blood of its oppressors ! 

" CldleaM! yotir intrepidity, with that of 
tiie iusciHary troops, saved the Republic a de^^ 
toohd time, in the action of the fifth of April} 
go oil in your career of glory, and deserve th6 
gratitude of the inhabitants of Peru, as yoti 
have even that of your patria. - 

'' Expeditionary Army ! march to victory ; 
go and close the calamities of warfare, and seal 
the fate of rising generations-^these are the 
wishes and the hopes of your friend and com- 
irade. (Signed) 0-Higgins." 

The number of troops destined to the liber- 
ation of Pei*u was four thousand seven hundred ; 
fifteen thousand stand of arms were embarked 
for the purpose of raising troops in Peru, and 
the whole equipment was highly honourable to 
Chile, and truly the fruit of the most patriotic 
sacrifices. Chile, ten years before this memo- 
rable epoch, was considered as little more than 
a province dependent on Peru, .and supported 
by the sale of her productions in the markets of 
this country ; her inhabitants were looked upon 
as ignorant boors, and the term huaco, the 
epithet given in Chile to the farmers and peo- 
ple who resided in the country, was synonymous 
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in Peru, with loon, or booby ; but the sincere 
patriotism, the steady and unremitting efforts, 
and the undaunted valour af these people, tri- 
umphed after. having resisted the efforts of 
the Spanish expeditions, sent both from Peru 
and the mother country. Having struggled 
under, and thrown off the yoke of oppression 
at home, they prepared a new offering at the 
altar of liberty, and united their persons and 
fortunes to make Peru a partaker of that glo- 
rious state of freedom and independence which 
at the point of the bayonet they had won for 
themselves and their descendants. 

The naval force under the command of Lord 
Cochrane, consisted of— 

The frigate O'Higgins/ flag ship, of 48 guna. 

San Martin 64 

Lautaro 44 

Independenda d6 

br% Galvarino 18 

Arancano 16 

Paeyrrecion 14 

These had on board 1600 individuals, 624 
of whom were foreign officers and seamen, 
chiefly English. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Sketdi crif O'Higgia*, Sen Martin, Lord Cochnne, Las Hans, and Montn* 

gndo Sailing of the Expedition, and arrival at Pisco Debarkation 

Occorrences at Pisco Colonel Arenaks, with a division of the Army,* 

inarohes to Arica......Troops embark and proceed to Aaoon......News of tha^ 

Revolution of Gnayaipdl Capture of the Spanish Frigate Esmeralda...... 

Army goM down to Hoarho Head Quarters at Hnanra. 

■ . , .• ^ 

J^Ew thin^ are more irksome^ or perhaps 
none more difficult, than to pourtray living 
characters, especially those of great men.: 
Misapprehension, flattery, or odium, generally 
constitute the chiara obscura of the painting; 
however, as this task has at this period o^f my 
narrative become indispensable, -I shall endea- 
vour to fulfil it with impartiality, hoping that 
at its conclusion my readers will confess that 
the colours have not been carelessly selectedy 
nor in any way misapplied. 
V Don Bernardo O'Higgins, the supreme direc-^ 
tor of Chile^ possesses a considerable share of 
real courage; is resolute in executing a deter- 
mination, but tardy in forming it; diffident of 
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his own abilities, he is willing to take advice 
from any one^ but always inclined' to consider 
the last as the best. Thus, without forming his 
plans on the judicious analysis of the counsels 
offered, by eschewing the good, and rejecting 
the evil, he has often been led into difficulties 
in his political administration. These waverings 
were highly injurious to the furtherance of 
Chilean prosperity, which was, no doubt, the 
idol of his soul ; and this same want of deter- 
mination often produced evils of no less moment 
in the military department. His Ipve of his 
country was doubtless sincere, and perhaps his 
earnest desire to be always right sometimes led 
him into errors; but in this case it is more just 
to judge of the motivci or the cause, than of 
the actioD, or the effect. The establishment of 
the Hfiadu constUta was in itself a virtuous mea-* 
sure ; but the expectation of finding five indivt^ 
duals who should see the good of the country, 
9nd the advancement of its true interests, 
through the same medium as himself, was one 
of the virtuous mistakes of O'Higgins, which 
placed him under the control of his own crea^ 
tures, and often retarded the execution of plans 
of vital importance, to the state, and r^dered 
tl^eir execution either abortive or nugatory. 
The private character of O'Higgins was 
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truly amiable. He was kind and condescending ; 
apparently more at home at his evening tertuUas 
than when under the canopy of the Supreme 
Directorship. In the whole of his conduct it 
might be truly said, that 

" E'en his vices lean'd to virtue's side." 

Being the son of an Irishpap, Don Ambrose 
Higgins^ who died in the high situation of Vicf^ 
roy of Peru, he was passionately fond of the 
countrymen of his father, and I believe, an Irish* 
man was never deceived in his ej^pectations of 
support and protection in O'Higgins. In shorti 
the character which a Chilean gavQ to me com^ 
veys a very accurate summary of bis general 
outline. '' There is tpo much wax, and too little 
steel in his composition; however, there are 
few better, and many worse men than Do« 
Bernardo." 

The character of General San Martin will 
be best drawn from, the conduct which he ha4 
observed. He was first known while in a miU*^ 
tary capacity in Spain, where he served m 
Edecan de Policia to General Jordan, with the 
rank of Captain. At this time a majority be- 
came vacant, which he solicited of General 
Castanosi but meeting with a refusal, be aban^ 
doned Spain and her cause, came pver to Eng- 
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land, where he took shipping and proceeded to 
Buenos Ayres in 1811. He there received the 
command of a division of the patriot troops, 
and defeated a party of 500 of the enemy at San 
Lorenzo. He was afterwards appointed com- 
mander in chief of the army of Buenos Ayres, 
in Upper Peru, where nothing transpired to 
render an account of his command of any im- 
portance. When superseded, he went to Men- 
doza, and there' met O'Higgins and the Chilean 
refugees ; a plan for the restoration of Chile 
was formed, . San Martin took the command of 
the army. The success of the patriots at 
Ghacabuco and Maypu has already been re- 
lated, from which time nothing of importance 
occurred till 1820, when he was appointed by 
the Chilean government general in chief of the 
forces sent to Peru, called the " liberating ex- 
pedition." I shall abstain from making any 
comments on the character of General San Mar- 
tin, leaving my readers to form their own 
opinions concerning him, founded on the facts 
which I shall present, authenticated by the 
circumstances as they arose. 

Lord Cochrane is too well known to require 
any encomium from my pen. His services to 
his native country entitled him to the honour of 
knighthood in the military Order of the Bath ; 
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being the only captaio Id the British navy^ who 
^joyed this distinguished badge of national 
glory. In the new world, when his services 
were not needed in the old, his career of glory 
has been as brilliant as his most important ser- 
vices were necessary ; and I do not hesitate iti 
asserting, that but for his assiduity and unre- 
mitting attention, his military knowledge, and 
determined valour, the western shores of Ame- 
rica would have still been in the possession of 
Spain; her fleet would have now commanded, 
the Pacific, and " British Commerce" would 
have been excluded from the extensive market 
which it enjoys. Chile, Peru, and Colum- 
bia have repeatedly expressed their gratitude, 
the high sense they entertain, and the just ap- 
preciation which they hold of the merits of thi^ 
hero; this supporter of their rights; this de- 
fender of their liberty— and if the name of Coch- 
rane can ever be forgotten in the old world, or 
his services not duly requited, it will be found 
enrolled in the imperishable archives of the new, 
ehshrined in' the gratitude of the present and 
'future generations. " Lord Cochrane is such a 
miracle of nautical skill and courage ; his cause 
of banishment from his country is so lameiitable 
— his adventures have been so -romantic — and 
his achievements so splendid, that no English- 
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msm caa read them without pride, th&t such 
things have been done by his countrymaD ; and 
without solemn concern that snch taleatsand 
genius should be lost to the land that gave them 
birth."* 

Don Juan Gregorio de las Heras, Major- 
general, and second in command of the army, 
had established his character as a soldier and a 
eommander, by his boldness.aad intrepidity at 
Talcahuano, in 1817. This general merited the 
applause of every one, and his conduct in Peru 
endeared him to every soldier^ and every lover 
of the cause in which he fought ; — there can 
be no doubt that had he been the commander in 
efaief^ those torrents of blood which have beeti 
shed in Pefu since 1820, would most certainly 
have been spared. In his actions Las Heras was 
mild, affable, and unassuming, and in his man- 
ners he was a perfect gentleman. In his gene* 
ral character he was sincere and candid ; uniting 
always such qualities'as made him beloved by 
his firiends, and feared by his enemies ; in fine 
he is an ornament to society, and an honour to 
his birth-place, Buenos Ayres, where his patri* 
otic virtues have been rewarded with the Su- 
pireme Magistracy. 

* Sir James Mackiatosh^ in tke House of Commons. 
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Don Bernardo Monteagudo was one of those 
individuals who too often appear on the stage 
in revolutionary times, who ** without feeling 
mock at all who feel." He is a native of Upper 
Peru, of the lowest rank in society, of spurious 
offspring, and African genealogy; he applied 
himself to the study of the law, and his mind is 
composed of the very worst materials which 
characterize the sullen zambo; his imagination 
is active and aspiring, like that of the mulatto^ 
a composition which is formed to fulfil the Spa- 
nish adage, ^Hirar & piedra, y esconder la mano^ 
throw the stone, and hide the hand." He had 
been repeatedly employed by his master San 
Martin to gild over, under the forms of law, 
such proceedings as even he, with a blushless 
cheek was ashamed to avow. The murder of the 
two Carreras at Mendosa, and that of the Spa- 
nish officers confined at San Luis, are examples 
of what one monster can execute, and another 
defend. His subsequent conduct in Peru will 
better serve to define his true character than 
what I dare even venture to attempt — for fear 
it should be supposed that prejudice has acted 
as a stimulus. 

r The talents and literature of Monteagudo have 
been held up as possessing considerable perfec- 
tion ; but it was justly said by Un Limeno* in 

• Dr. Don Jose Cabero y Salasar, PeruTian Charge d'Afiairs in Chile. 
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his Alcance al Postilion^ printed at Santiago^ 
September 6th, 1822, "that his productions 
Were impertinent comparisons, formed for be* 
numbed and monotonous newspaper paragraphs/' 
The expedition htiving left Valparaiso, the 
O'Higgins entered the bay of Coquimbo, where 
the Araucano and a transport had been sent to 
lembark some troops ; these joined the rest, and 
Mre proceeded to our rendezvous, Pisco, and 
entered the bay on the seventh of September. 
On the eighth the troops began to disembark, 
btit such was the prudence of General San Mar- 
tin, that they were not allowed to proceed to- 
ivards the town of Pisco, until about three 
thousand were landed ; these advanced on the 
^fainth, formed in three solid squares, under the 
'<;ommand of Major-general las Heras, while 
"San Martin ran down the coast of the bay, in 
the schooner Montezuma, to observe the open^ 
tions of the enemy, which was composed of 
^forty regulars, and two hundred militia, com- 
manded by the Count of Mohte-mar. This 
extraordinary prudence gave the inhabitants of 
'Pisco time to retire, which they did, and too^k 
with them even the furniture from their houses, 
while they drove before them their slaves and 
their cattle into the interior. San Martin, not 
willing to attribute the absence of the inhabi- 
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tants, and the loss of provisions, to his own 
tardy movements, but to the inimical feelings 
of the Peruvians, w£^s very much chagrined, 
and stated it as his belief, that he had been de- 
ceived with respect to the accounts he had 
received from different parts of Peru ; and, in 
fact, he began to dpubt of the success of the 
expedition. What a contrast was this to 
the landing of the. gallant Lieutenant-colonel 
Charles, about a year before; who, with leas 
than one-tenth of San Martin's troops, disem- 
barked, and in three hours possessed himself 
of the battery and town of Pisco. But. this was 
considered an imprudent act, and a want of 
generalship : and so it was, if the greatest skill 
consists in avoiding danger, and in sparing both 
friends and enemies for a more convenient occa- 
sion, to which may be added, that Charles lost 
his life. 

On the day on which the expedition arrived 
at Pisco, the constitutional government had 
been restored in Lima, and the Viceroy was at 
the theatre when he received the first news : 
he immediately retired, after having heard the 
old Spanish adage frequently repeated, '' a cada 
CQcAino gordOy le Uega su San Martin^— ior every 
iatbog, San Martin, will arrive;" alluding to the 
fairs held in Spain on the day of Saint Martp 
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for the sale of hogs. The idea, that ** all was 
not right in Denmark/' induced Pesuela to send 
immediately for the manager of the theatre, 
and to examine the prompters book; when 
convinced that there was no collusion between 
the South American hero and the clown of the 
Lima stage, his lexcellency dismissed the mana- 
ger, stating, that being a native of Spain, he 
could not doubt his loyalty. Had he been an 
American, he would perhaps have been sent to 
prison for the prophetic crimes of Calderon, the 
author of the comedy. 

On the fourteenth, part of the convoy which 
had been separated from us at sea arrived ; and 
in the evening a Spanish vessel of war, bearing 
a flag of truce, having on board a Spanish officer, 
was sent by the Viceroy to San Martin to solicit 
a cessation of hostilities, and to appoint com- 
missioners to conciliate the interests of Spain 
and America. On the twenty-sixth, the depu- 
ties met at Miraflores, two leagues to the south- 
ward of Lima, and signed an armistice of eight 
days; but at their conferences nothing was 
agreed to, the Spanish deputies requesting an 
acknowledgment of the constitutional govern- 
ment of Spain, and the evacuation of the Peru- 
vian territory by the Chilean forces ; and the 
patriots that of the absolute independence of 
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the country. Such being the respective basis 
on which the conciliating deputies were ordered 
to insist, the conference ended on the fourth of 
October, and on the fifth hostilities again com- 
menced. 

On the arrival of the expedition at Pisco^ 
several proclamations were issued: that of the 
supreme director of Chile contained the follow- 
ing paragraph: 

" Peruvians, — behold the pact and condi- 
tions on which Chile, in the face of the Supreme 
Being, and calling on all the nations of the 
earth as witnesses and revengers of a violation, 
faces fatigues and death to save you. You 
shall be free and independent ; you shall con- 
stitute your own laws by the unbiassed and 
spontaneous will of your representatives ; no 
military nor civil influence, either direct or in- 
direct, shall be exercised by your brethren in 
your social dispositions ; you shall discharge the 
armed force sent to protect you at the moment 
you choose, without any attention to your 
danger or security, should you think fit; no mili- 
tary force shall ever occupy a free town, unless it 
be called in by a legitimate magistracy ; neither 
by us nor through our assistance shall any penin* 
sular or party feelings, that may have preceded 
your liberty, be punished : ready to destroy the 
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armed force which resists your rights, we pray 
you to forget, on the day of your glory, all 
past grievances, and to reserve the most 
severe justice for future obstinate insults.'* 

On the thirteenth of October, San Martw 
issued the following paragraph from thQ army 
press : 

" People of Peru, — I have paid the tribut? 
which, as a public man, I owe to the opinion of 
others : I have shewn what is my object and 
my mission towards you : I come to fulfil the 
expectations of all those who wish to belong to 
the country that gave them birth, and who de^- 
flire to be governed by their own laws. On 
that day when Peru shall freely pronounce as 
to the form of her institutions, be they whatever 
they may, my functions shall cease, and I shall 
have the glory of announcing to the government 
pf Chile, of which I am a subject, that their 
heroic efforts have at last received the consola- 
tion of having given liberty to Peru, and se- 
curity to the neighbouring states." 

The sequel will shew how these solemn 
promises were forgotten ; and how the dreadful 
results which followed such a system of dupli- 
city and deceit are characteristics which blacken 
the name of a private individual, and blast the 
honour of a " public ma»-" 
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On the fifth of October, hostilities kaviDg re- 
commenced. Colonel Arenales, with a division 
of twelve hundred men and two pieces of artil- 
lery, left Pisco for lea, where he arrived on the 
fiixth, and was received by the corporation and 
inhabitants of the city with the strongest marks 
of the most sincere enthusiasm in the cause of 
liberty. Colonel Quimper and the Count de 
Monte-mar, with a force of eight hundred men, 
fled from lea, but two companies of infantry. 
With their officers, returned and joined Arenales. 
<Part of the division under Arenales was setit to 
ta Naisca on the twelfth, where they entered, 
and completely routed the enemy. Quimper 
Bud Monte-miar made ^their escape, owing to 
the fleetness of their horses; but all the bag- 
gage, consisting of arms, ammiinition, and equir 
page, was taken, together with six offix^ers^and 
eighty privates. 

On the fifteenth, about a hundred mules 
lad^m with (Stores bielonging to the* enemy were 
also captured ; and Arenales having established 
'ati independent government at lea, proceeded 
on his route towards Gitamanga. 

The troops of the expedition were distri- 
buted= on the different estates in the neighbourr 
hood of Pisco, Chincha, and Canete, which 
either belonged to Spaniards, or AmericaBs who 
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had proved themselves inimical to the object of 
the liberating forces, particularly on those be- 
bnging to the Count of Monte-mar. All slaves 
capable of bearing arms, and willing to serve in 
the army of San Martin, were declared free ; 
however, the number that presented themselves 
did not accord with the sanguine expectations 
of the chief, and his uneasiness at what he 
considered lukewarmness in general in the sa- 
cred cause began to produce impatience bor- 
dering on despair. He mformed Lord Cochrane 
that he should remove his head quarters to 
Truxillo; but his Lordship fortunately advised 
him to desist from a plan which would undoubt- 
edly at once have ruined all his hopes. Trux- 
illo being at the distance of a hundred leagues 
to the northward of Lima, it would have been 
almost impossible for his troops to have march- 
ed across a country such as I have already 
described without experiencing the greatest 
privations ; and for want of the necessary stores 
they could not possibly have returned by sea ; 
besides, the division under the command of 
Arenales would have been abandoned to its fate, 
and almost delivered up to the enemy. The 
only temptation that such a position could hold 
out to San Martin was, that Truxillo is a walled 
city, easily tenable, and at a short distance from 
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<ke «<efS|t-^orrt of Huanefaaco ; boweVier it was de- 
tet-tomed to removfe 4be head quarters to the 
mMih cff Liitia, atid 'on the twenty^secbnd the 
troops began to embark. . 

On the twenty^sixtKi th^ ^boie of tbe liber* 
Ming dxp^ditioti left tbe bay of Piedo, and on 
Idle twaMy^ttihth k arfir^d off Callao, wbbr6 tK« 
Tce^Meleandiored under tbe island of San Lo^ 
toneo, ptesidnting at once to Lima a view of 
td»e forces sent to free the nietrbpoits of South 
4merioa froiti the chains of colonic thraldom. 
On the ihirtiethi the transports^ under convo}^ 
of the San MaHiri, dropped down td the bay 
of Anoon ; tbe O'Higgins, Lantaro, Ihde[ienddn-« 
eia, and brig Araticano, stiH remaining^ in the 
iiay of Oatiaoi 

On the third of November, his Lordisdbdp a(?-» 
toni^hed the ijEihabidants of Oallao, by flaedling 
thvotrgfa the narrow pasiba^e that lies between 
the island of San I^remso aiJd the tnain^ called 
iriie Bo(j[nerom Never had the Spaniards knowti 
k vessel al mote than' fifty tons attempt ^bat 
tbdy now sav^ done with a fiftjr gun frigate, 
fijtpedthig every moment to see Us fbunder, the 
en^my hadmann<^d thl^ir guiib{>ats, and farmed 
tfaeiii3elvei^ in a line residjr to attack us the in* 
staott tkej shoubi .observe us strike ; .to witness 
which, the batteries vreri crowned with s|)eeta- 
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tors ; but to their utter astonishment w^ pa«sed 
the straight, leaving them to ruminate on the 
nautical tactics of the Admiral of the Chilean 
squadron. 

Having passed the Boqiieron, a ship and a 
schooner hove in sight; the ship proved to be 
English, the schooner to be the Alcance, from 
Guayaquil, bringing the news of the revolution 
and declaration of independence of that city and 
province, and having on board the ex-governor 
and other Spanish authorities* Guayaquil fol- 
lowed the example of the other South American 
cities in the manner in which, she threw off the 
colonial yoke ; the Spanish mandataries were 
deposed, and a new government established, on 
the ninth of October, without any bloodshed, or 
even insults offered to the individuals deposed. 

The adventurous spirit of Lord Cochrane 
immediately formed the project of performing 
the most gallant achievement that has honoured 
the exertions of the patriot arms in the new 
world. The two Spanish frigates Prueba and 
Vengansa had left the coast of Peru, and the 
only vessel of respectable force left at Callao 
was the frigate Esmeralda. She was at anchor 
in this port, guarded by fifteen gunboats^ two 
schooners, two brigs of war, and three large 
armed merchantmen, besides the protection of 
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the forts and batteries on shore^ and a floating 
boom surrounding all the vessels, open only on 
the north side, Ijmg close to the shore of Bocar 
negra. His lordship determined on cutting out 
the frigate, the brigs and schooners, and as 
many of the boats and merchantmen as might 
be possible. This daring enterprize was to be 
executed by volunteers alone ; but when the 
act was proposed on the third of November to 
the crews of the difierent vessels, the whole of 
them wished to share in the glory of the under* 
taking. On this account it became necessary to 
issue the following proclamation, which was 
received with that enthusiasm which the voice 
of a hero causes, when he speaks to those who 
know his character : 

" Soldiers and sailors, — To-night we will 
give a mortal blow to the enemy; to-morrow 
you will present yourselves before Callao, and 
all your companions will look on you with envy. 
One hour of courage and resolution is all that is 
necessary to triumph ; remember that you are 
the victors of Valdivia, and fear not those who 
have always fled before you. 

'* The value of all the vessels taken out of 
Callao shall be yours ; and, moreover, the same 
sum of money offered by the government of 
Lima to the captors of any vessel of the Chilean 
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8quadi?ojj, 9ba)l be ieU^4l?«tiQd ^raoflg^ y^^r 
TM moment of glory i^ at bafl?^. Ji^flpp, Cbit 
lews, yQM will bekg^iw »s ypu bav^ i^itheribQ 
donp ; and that the EngUi^bfftttj wiU ftdt aft they 
i»re accti^pmad to ()o both s^f home ^nd a^o^dt 
Wpi^. 4th, 1820. Cophmne." 

On the fourth of November^ fourtBfift hoJ^t* 
telonging to the Chilean vpasel* of ^ar w«rft 
manned^ and left the ships, filled with volunteerAi 
at half past ten o'clppk ^t night ; but this waf 
only intended by hig Iprd^p to 6^0r{>iBe th^ 
men^ On the fifth, being tlie day detewifted 
on by the adpwral for the gallant ^n^erprize, th« 
signalnoian of the fiag-$hip waa e^nx ta tlie signal 
staff erected on the isl9r];id of Sai^ Lor^Azo, ^heTd 
be hoisted two or three flags, apd waa ah$wered 
by the O'Higgins; the Lautaro, Ind^^pdencia, 
and Araucapp ipan^diJtely weighed anohor, an4 
stood out of the bey, leaving <^ bwipd the 
O'Higgins the boats and' volunteers: This rine 
de guerra completely succeeded* ai¥i the S^^pa-t 
niards were persuaded thm they bad iM»tl»Ag 
to fear that night, for they supposed that soim 
strange sail had appee^d in the offings and that 
our vessels had gone out in pursuit of it. All 
being thus ready, at tep^ o'clock at aight vre 
again embarked in the bAats» a«d profoeodfd 
towards the inner aw^hfitage i on the pji}tAid«. thf 
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hdam die United 8ifc»te& frigate M acedonia^ 
aoditlfte English, frigaie Hypemon^ were al aa-t 
chor ; aQ(|, as we passed the former^ after being 
hailed by the sentvty at the gangway, who was 
immediately huahed by the officer on deok> 
many of her officers hung over the bulwarks, 
cheered us in whispers, wisliing us success, 
imd wishing also that, they themselves could 
join us. Not so the Hyperion; although not » 
near to her, the sentries continued to hail the 
boats till we had paaied. 

The boatei containing two hundred apd forty 
volunteers proceeded in two divisions;, the 
^t under the comniancl of Captain Crosbie, of 
the flag ship, the seqond, of Captain Quiseof the 
Lantaro, both und^r the immediate direction of 
bifi lordship. At midnight we passed the boom ; 
Lord Cochrane being in the first boat, was hailed 
from a gun boat, but, without answering, he 
rowed alongside her, and standing up, said tQ 
the officer, '' silence ! or death ; anoAer.wofd an4 
rU put you every oiie to the sword!" Without 
waiting a reply, a few strdkes of the oars 
brought the boats alongside the Esmeralda, 
when his Lordship sprang up the gangway and 
sh#t the sentry ; the one at the e^xposite gangt- 
way levelled his mmket and fired; his lordship 
returned the fin, aiMl kiUed him, when tm'ning 



Digitized by 



Google 



294 TRAVELS IN 

round to the boats he exclaimed^ ' ' up my lads^ 
she's ours!" The soldiers and sailors now 
boarded her in every direction, and. possession 
of the quarter deck was immediately taken. 
The Spaniards flew to the forecastle, where they 
defended themselves, and kept up a continued 
fire of musquetry for seventeen minutes^ when 
they were driven below, and obliged to surren-? 
der. We had scarcely obtained possession of 
the quarter deck, when a gunboat close astern 
of the frigate fired a shot into her ; the shot 
tore up . the deck under the feet of Captain 
Coig, the commander of the Esmeralda, and 
wounded him severely ; it also killed two Eng- 
lish sailors, and one native ; but the officer and 
crew of the boat immediately abandoned hen 

The frigate was in an excellent state of de* 
fence, and her crew under good discipline ; the 
men were all sleeping at their guns, and. the 
guard of marines on the quarter deck ; and so 
prompt were the latter, when his lordship 
jumped up the gangway, that they appeared as 
if they had been ordered out to receive him; 
indeed had not the boats under the command of 
Captain Guise boarded at almost the same mio* 
ment, behind the marines, the admiral and 
many others who boarded her on the starboard 
side must have fallen by their fire. His lordr 
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ship at this time received a shot through the 
thighs but; until the ship was ours^ he paid no 
attention to the wound, except binding a hand- 
kerchief round it; after which he stood on one 
of the guns of the quarter deck, and laid his leg 
on the hammock netting, where he remained 
till three o'clock in the mornings and then went 
on board the O'Higgins to have it dressed by 
the surgeon. 

The following order was issued by the ad- 
miral to the captains on the first of November, 
1830 : 

- <* The boats will proceed, towing the launch- 
es in two ]ines parallel to each other, which 
lines are to be at the distance of three boats^ 
length asunder. 

" The second line will be under the charge 
of Captain Guise, the first under that of Cap- 
tain Crosbie. Each boat will be und^r the 
chai^of a commissioned officer so far as cir- 
cumstances permit, and the whole under the 
immediate command of the admiral. 

'' The officers and men are all to be dressed 
in white jackets, frocks, or shirts, and are to be 
armed with pistols, sabres, knives, tomahawks, 
or pikes. 

*' Two boat-ki»epers are to be appointed to 
each boat, who^ on no pretence whatever, shall 
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quit their resf^ective boats ; but are to rtemaidf 
therein^ ainl take care the boats do not g«6 
adrift 

'' Each boat is to be provided with ode or 
more axes or i^arp hatehets^ whieh are to b& 
kept sluhg to the girdle of the boat-keepers. 
The frigate Esmeralda being the chief object of 
the expeditiob, the whdte force i^ first to att&efc 
that ship, which, when carried, is not to bfe 
cut adrift, hxxi is to remain in possession of the 
patriot seamen^ to ensure the capture of the 
rest. 

'' Ob seouriAg' tl^ frigate) the OUtea* sea- 
mier^ and marines are nM to cheer as if Chilean 
os; but, in oltler to deceive the enemy, amb 
give time for completing the work, tbey sri'e tsi 
eheer, VivaeiRey! 

*^ The two brigs of war are to be fired cm by 
di(Bf musketry from the Esmeralda, and are k( 
be tak^n possession of by Lieutenants EtrnonA 
and Moirge}l, in the boats they cuommand;- 
which being done, they are to be out adrift, ran 
4nit, and anchored in the o£Sngasqtiiekly as pos- 
iibte. The boate of the Indepigndencia sre to 
busy tfcemself OS in turning adrift all the outwawl 
Spanish merchant ships ; and the boats of the 
O'Hig^s ^nd Lafularoi uttder Lieutenitots Bell 
tind Roberti^ti^ a^^e to S6t ti« to one of i»6re of 
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the headmost hulks ; but these are not to be cut 
adrift so as to fall down upon the rest. 

*' The watchword, or pardle, and counter- 
sign, should the white dress not be sufficient in 
the dark, are * Gloria,^ to be answered by 'T^c* 
toriaP (Signed) Cochrane/' 

It was the intention of Lord Cochrane to 
clear the bay, according to the instructions 
given ; but being wounded, and the resistance 
made by the Spaniards on board proving much 
greater than was expected, Captain Guise or:* 
dered the cable to be cut ; which being done, 
the frigate began to drift from her anchorage^ 
The batteries were pretty active during the en-^ 
gagement, and when the Hyperion and Mace- 
donia sheeted home their topsails and began to 
move out of the way of the shot^ the firing in- 
creased. These ships shewed two lightsr, one 
at the mizen peak^ the other at the jib boom, as^ 
distinguishing signals, which bemg observed by 
Lord Cochrane, he immediately ordered the 
same to be shewn on board the Esmeralda : 
thus she was brought out of the anchorage with 
less damage than either of the other two sus-> 
tained. Indeed, excepting the shot from the gifn 
t>oat, the Esmeralda sustained none whatever. 

From the lists that were found on board the 
prize it appeared, that she had three hundred 
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ja)4 twepty per0<HiB ^m board, besides some vi^ 
sitorsy whp> from what bad been observed, ima* 
gined tl^ait upthmg uncom Aod would take place 
tbat day. On ih^ fpUpwiog, when the prisoners 
were inust^r^, thw xoimbers only amounted 
to one hundred and seventy-three ; thus their 
lo6s was one hundr^ a^d fifty-seven, besides 
fteyeral wounded, who at nine o'clock on the 
sixth were sent ashore "with a flag of truce. Our 
loss juuQUjited to eleven killed, and twenty-eight 
wounded. His lordship immediately proposed 
to the Viceroy sjbi exd^ange of prisoners ; which 
being acceded to, ours were immediately sent 
ashore;, and those from the dungeons of Casas- 
matas werp prdered to join the army under 
$^an Martin. The loss of the Esmeralda wais a 
death blow to the Spanish naval force in the 
Pacific, and created a most extraordinary effect 
i^Lima; the natives looked congratulatione to 
each other, but dared not to speak, while the 
Spaniards indulged themselves with every kind 
of usdess vociferettion* To such a degree of 
frenzy were they wrought up in Callao, that 
on the sixths when the market boat belonging 
to the United States* ship Macedonia went 
ashore, the crew was murderied by the infuriated 
Spaniards, who fancied that they had assisted 
the patriots m the preceding night. 
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Of ilm achieremeBt of Lord Ooelinfiti^, C&p- 
^«io HaU .says^ *'11ie skill and gaHaiytrf dis'' 
played, by Lord Cochrane, both in platming ^tnd 
cim&uctmg this astonii^ng etterpnsEe, are so 
peculiarly his own, and so niHcfa in character 
with tbi( great deeds of kis esrly life, &c/' 

Captain Downes, of the Macedonia, in a 
letter to €teneral San Marttn, says, '' I do most 
sincereiy congratulate Lord Cochrane upon the 
capture of the Esmeralda; the esrploit was exe« 
euted in a gallant stile never surpassed.'* 

The bulletin of the army presented, in the 
report of the capture of the Spanish frigate, a 
specimen of the jealous feelings of the general 
in chief. The first statement is, ^before the 
general in chief left the vice-admiral of the 
squadron, they agreed on the execution of a 
memorable project, sufficient to astound intre- 
pidity itself, and of itself to make the history of 
the liberating expedition of Peru eternal." — 
Again : '' those valiant soldiers who for a 
length of time have suffered with the most 
heroic constamcy the hardest oppression, and 
the most inhuman treatment in the dungeons cf 
Casas-matas, have just arrired at our head 
quarters. Flattering promises of liberty and 
the threats of death were not sufficient to des- 
troy their loyalty to their country; they Yyve 
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waited with firmness the day oh which their 
eotppanioiis in arms should rescue them from 
their misery, and. revenge the insults which hu- 
manity has received in their persons. This 
glory was reserved to the. liberating arrmf^ 
whose efforts have snatched from the hands of 
tyranny these respectable victims. Let this be 
published for the satisfBiction of these indivi* 
duals and that of the armyy to whose arms they 
owe their liberty. (Signed) San Martin." 

Were the character of Lord Cochrane not 
kpown in the world, it might be believed that 
the plan and execution of this action were the 
offspring of the wisdom of San Martin ; but 
how the liberty of the prisoners of war con&ied 
inCallao could be owing to the ^forts of the army 
is quite paradoxical. Indeed the first assertion 
is as void of truth as the second, and it would 
be as easy proved to be so, were it necessary. 

The only way to praise the hero of this en- 
terprize is to leave here a blank : all those who 
contemplate this achievement must pay the tri- 
bute due to the friend of rational liberty, the ad- 
vocate of South American emancipation, the 
supporter of the civil rights of the new world, 
the true friend of the oppressed. 

On the ninth of November the army left the 
bay of Ancon, and dropped down to Huacho, 
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ivdierethe troops immediately beg&a to dieem* 
bark, aad bead quarters were established at 
fiuaura on the twelfth. 

At Aiia>Q General San Martin. distributed 
several proclamations. In one addressed to the 
Spaniards residmg in Peru, he says '' Spaniards, 
your destiny is in your own hands ; I come not 
to declare war against the fortunes and persons 
of individuals; the eiiiemy of the liberty and in-> 
dependence of Amei*ica alone is the object^of the 
vengeance of the arms of the PATRrA^^I promise 
you in the most positive manner, that your pro- 
perty and persons shall be inviolable ; and that 
you shall be treated as respectable citizens, if 
you co-operate in the great cause." To the 
Spanish soldier who wishes to abandon his 
arms, he promises a '^ safe and commodious pas- 
sage to Europe should he request it," or wishing 
to remain as a soldier, or as a private citizen, 
''the same enjoyments and securities as the de- 
fenders of the country." 

Similar promises were repeated at Huacho 
by a decree. " I. The goods and property of all 
Spaniards, excepting those who have publicly 
endeavoured to prolong the evils of the war by 
their seditious writings, shall be under the pro- 
tection of the liberating army of Peru, in the 
same manner as the property of Americans. 
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IL Those Spaniards who after we ha:re tafcea 
possession of lAm^ (if the fortune of war favour 
us) shall solicit letters of citizenship, shall re^ 
ceive them, and shall be declared citizens of the 
state of Peru/' 

Had not General San Martin compromised 
himself in this s(demn manner, his subsequent 
conduct in Lima could only have been called 
arbitrary ; but when acting: in direet violatioii of 
such public assurances, it is not harsh to call it 
dishonourable and unjust. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Battalion of Numancia joins the Liberating^ Amy Victory at Pasco by 

Ar9niilBS..«.««Roiite of Arenales ftom lea Courts Martial held in the 

Squadron on Officers Conduct of General San Martin.........Viceroy 

Pesuela deposed. Expedition to Pisco To Arioa Action at 

Mirabe, under Lieutenant-Colonel Miller Description of Arica 

Of Tacna Of Ilo. Armistice celebrated by Generals San Martiii^ 

and La Serna Proro||;ation of. Lord Cochrane leaves Mollendo, and 

anrives at-CaUaoi. 



Oaf the third of December the battalion of 
Numancia, being six hundred and fifty strong, 
left the service of the Viceroy of Lima, and 
passed over to that of the Patria, joining a 
detachment of the liberating army, sent to meet 
Uiem at Retes in the valley of Chancay. This 
corps, which was entirely composed of Colom- 
bians, had retained the name of a regiment sent 
from Spain under General Morillo, and was con- 
sidered the stay of the viceregal authority in 
Peru* A private correspondence had been held 
between San Martin and the officers of this bat- 
talion, and promises made to them by San Mar- 
tin, which, like many if not all similar ones 
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made by this great man, were never fulfilled. 
The loss of so important a part of the Spanish 
army was a severe blow to Pesuela and the 
Spaniards in Lima^ and a great addition to the 
physical strength of the liberating army. The 
arrival of officers and private individuals from 
Lima increased daily ; on the eighth, thirty-six 
officers, and a greater number of persons of 
respectability in Lima, arrived at Chancay, and 
joined the patriot forces. 

On the eleventh, the news of the victory at 
Pasco, obtained by Colonel Arenales over Ge- 
neral O'Reilly and a division of the royal army of 
twelve hundred men, arrived at Huaura. After 
the action at lea on the sixth of October, Aren- 
ales marched with his division into the interior^ 
and on the thirty-first he entered the eity of 
Huamanga; but the Spanish authorities had 
fled, carrying with them the public funds. The 
inhabitants of Huamanga welcomed the arrival 
of the patriot forces, and voluntarily declared 
their independence of Spain and her mandata*" 
ries. On the sixth the division left the city, 
and continued their march towards the district 
of Tarma ; and the advanced guard arrived at 
Jauja, thirty leagues from Lima, at the same 
time that the Spaniards were abandoning it; 
a skirmish took place, and the Spaniards Ipst 
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eight killed^s^nd twenty-oue prisoner?, includiBg 
four officers* Qq the twenty-secoad a divisioa 
adva^Qced on. the city of Tarma, and entered it 
on the t,w^enty- third.: Tarma immediately . pro- 
clainied itself indepeadent of Spain. On the 
sixth; of December the action, was fought at 
Pasco; the loss of the .enemy,, consisted, in 
fifty-eight killed in the field of battle, nineteen 
wounded, three hundred and forty- three prison- 
ers, including twenty-eight officers, two pieces 
of artillery, three hundred and sixty muskets, 
flags, ammunition, baggage, and lutensib of 
war; . but General O'Reilly made his : escape 
to Lima. On the arrival of the news of the 
victory obtained at Pasco over the r,oyalists, 
the city and province ! of Huanuco declared 
their independence, and the cities of Cueiica 
and Loxa, in the jurisdiction of QuitiD, advised 
General San Martin of their having also abjured 
all foreign domination, and enrolled their, names 
in the list of free and indjependent states. . Oh 
the fourth of January, the news arrived of Ithe 
revolution of Truxillo, under the . direction of 
its Spanish governor the Marquis of Torre 
Tagle. 

Such a concatenation of successful events 
was certainly more than the general of the 

liberating array could have anticipated. From 
Vol. hi; * 2 r 
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the fifUi of November to the fifth of January 
the Spaniards hadlost the whole of their naval 
force in the Esmeralda, the Prueba and Yen- 
gansa having disappeared : Numancia, consi^ 
dered the flower of their army and the prop of 
their authority, had deserted their cause ; the 
divisioti under the command of their trusty 
general^ O'Reilly, had been defeated by a minor 
force; all the provinces to the northward of 
Lima had declared their independence, and 
^ were contributing with men and every other 
necessary to support the army then encamped 
within thirty leagues of the capital of Peru ; 
every thing save hope seemed to have abandon- 
ed them, while every thing appeared to favour 
the cause of the liberating forces, and to invite 
them to crown their career of glory by entering 
Lima, which at this moment was the pandemo^ 
nium of oppression and despair. 

The incomparable prudence of San Martin, 
however, revolted at the effusion of blood 
which must necessarily be the precursor of so 
much glory : he felt more sympathy at knowing 
that both his own and the enemy's troops were 
falling victims almost hourly to the ravages of 
the tertian fever and other diseases, for want of 
proper medicines, care, and rest. 

The situation occupied by the royal troops 
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between lima and Aucon^ at a place called 
Asna Pugio; is very swampy, and the number 
of men who became affected with intermittent 
fevers increased daily ; the hospitals in lima 
were filled with them, and their decrease by 
4eath, as well as by desertion, was alaroiing to 
the Viceroy. The desertions would have in* 
creased if the distance of the head quarters of 
San Martin had not been so great, for several 
deserters were apprehended^ and shot by the 
royalistfl. 

On the second of February the officers of 
the ex-Esmerakla, named by General San Mar- 
tin the Valdivia, in commemoration of the im- 
portant victory gained by Lord Cochrane over 
this place, addressed the following letter to 
Captain Guise : 

*' Sir, — We have heard with regret and dis- 
appointment, that his excellency General San 
Martin has been pleased to order that the name 
of this ship shall be changed, and that she 
shall henceforward be known under the appella** 
tion of the Valdivia. We regret that in the 
squadron of Chile the immortal memories of 
Lautaroand Galvarino, who have, ages past, 
been sacrificed on the ashes of the aspiring 
liberty of their country, and the names of their 
fBurviving countrymen, O'Higgins mdA San Mar- 
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tiri; (the avengers of their; wrongs/ and the 
restorers of their rights) should be associated 
with * Valdivia/ a Spaniard who has shed such 
torrents of American blood, the conqueror and 
enslaver of GhilCi and founder of the city which 
bears his' name;, and we are disappointed to 
find.nothitag in the hew name commemorative 
of the capture of the Esmeralda, but that it has 
been made subservient to the celebration of 
another victory over the enemy, which, although 
we had the misfortune not to participate in :it^ 
yet claims our admiration and gratitude, but 
which bears no more relation to the capture of 
this ship, thaii the battle of Chacabucb does to 
that of Maypo ; and, what would the victors 5f 
Maypo have thought had that memorable event 
borne the name of Chacabuco ! It is further 
to be remembered, that very few of the capltors 
of the Esmeralda took part in the affair at Val* 
divia. — We are fully awarie, that there are 
instances in the squadron of ships being named 
after particular victories, (viz. Chacabuco) but 
these were bought into the service by the 
property of the state; the Esmeralda was 
purchased by the blood of her subjects. — If the 
Esmeralda be destined to lose the name under 
which she was captured, we express a hope 
that she * will bear one more consonant to the 
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feelitagB of those by whom the service was 
achieved, than that which has been selected; 
We have hot had an opportunity of communica* 
ting with duf brother officers of the squadroij; 
and these remarks are to be understodd as 
individually oiiir own; we trust however that 
they will not appear to yourself or to the com-^ 
mander in chief irrelevant v^ith the interest 
which w;e must always take in every thing in 
which the glory and prosperity of the* navy of 
Chile are concerned. — May we beg, therefore,; 
that you will take the earliest opportunity of 
bringing the subject before the admiral and his 
excellency general San Martin, for their con- 
sideration. (Si^ed.) Robert Bell, lieutenant, 
H. C. Freeman, Lieutenant, J. M. Michael, 
Surgeon, James L. Frew, Purser, Hugh Jerdne 
Kernan, Assistant Surgeon.'' 

This letter^! and the subsequent behaviour 
of the officers, obliged the admiral to order them 
under an arrest, and to exhibit charges against 
them for their trial by a court tnartial, which 
was held on the second of March. The charges 
were " For having, by their letter bearing date 
the second of February, 1821, addressed to 
Martin George Guise, Esq., combined falsely 
to represent to the said Martin George 
Guise, Esq., jcaptain in the naval service of 
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Chile^ and on divers other occasions, tibiatthe 
appellation of the * Valdivia/ given to the fr^te 
Esmeralda was in disrespect to, and derogar 
tion of, the names of O'Higgins and San Martin, 
and thereby to excite dissatisfaction against 
the admiral and commander in chief, in comme- 
moration of whose service in the capture of the 
fortifications of * Valdivia* the said name was 
given to the ^ Esmeralda." For attempting to 
excite dissatisfaction against their aforesaid 
superior officers, by misrepresenting the name 
of the fortress of ' Valdivia, ' so given in com«^ 
memoration of useful services, as the name of 
a man whom the said officers JTurther, with the 
intent aforesaid, have pronounced to be a Span- 
iard who shed torrents of American blood; 
and moreover, that the said officers did further, 
with the intent aforesaid to create dissatisfaction 
against the superior officer, falsely represent 
the person named Valdivia to have been the 
enslaver of Chile. That the said officers did 
hold various conversations derogatory to the 
vice-admiral of Chile, their commanding officer, 
and unnecessarily and impertinently did inter- 
fere in the matter of naming the ^Esmeralda,' 
contrary to the rules and subversive of the 
discipline of the naval service of the state." 
The sentence given by the court was, that 
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^' James M. MichaeU Surgeon, and James Frew; 
Purser, be dismiissed die ^laval service of the 
state ; and Robert Bell, Lieut, Henry C. Free^^ 
man, Lieut., and Hugh J. Kernan, Assistant 
Surgeon, be dismissed their ship, to be severely 
reprimanded and admonished by the court, 
but to be recommended by the court to the 
commander in chief for other appointments. 
(Signed) Robert Forster, President, W. Wilkin- 
«on, T. Sackville Crosbie, William Prunier, 
Henry Cobbett.*' 

During the arrest of tbe.c^eers of tbe Val^ 
divia. Lord Cochrane wished to make an attack 
on the vessels of war^ blockships, gunboats, 
9tnd fortifications of GaUao, and communicated 
tjkt order for the same on the twentieth of Fe* 
bruary, which order to Captain Guise was 
answered by a private note to his lordship, sta* 
ting,, that he could not think of entering on this 
service with any officers except those under 
arrest, and that in case they were not permitted 
to rejoin their ship for this attack, he must 
resign the command of her, and begged Lord 
Cochrane to appoint another person to the com« 
mand. The admiral answered Captain Guise; 
that he could not appoint another person to the 
command of the Valdivia, nor admit the resig-^ 
nation of Captain Guise on a private solicitude. 
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nor 6ven on an official one^without somevreasonil 
being alleged. Gaptaia Guise now wrote oflfr- 
cially, stating the refusal, of Lord Ck)chrahe 
to be a sufficient motive for bis resignation; 
and expressing a. request to be permitted 
to accomps^ny bis officers to head quarters^ 
;and tender, his commission to General San 
J\f artin. His letter was also accompanied with 
one from the petty officers of the Yaldivia, who 
refused; to serve under any other commander 
than himself. After some further correspon* 
deUce Captain Guise, informed Lord Cochrane 
that, he bad given the command of the Valdivia 
to Lieutenant Shepherd, and considered himself 
superiseded. The admiral, for the fourth time, 
sent Captain Guise an order to act as comman- 
der of the .Valdivia, requiring a categorical 
answer to '''whether he would or would not 
obey his orders, and signal to weigh, made, four 
hours previous to this communication," again 
requesting some grounded reason for his. resig- 
nation. The order to weigh was on service of 
importance, and Captain Guise refused to obey 
it, repeating, that his officers having been 
separated from his ship, he could not act^ and 
had given over to Lieutenant Shepherd the 
command of the Valdivia. 

On the twienty-second of February Lord 
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Cochrane ordered Captain Spry to proceed in 
the brig Galvarino . to the rendezvous off Cho- 
rillos, which order was answered by Captain 
Spry, who requested leave to resign the com- 
mand of the Galvarino, as " his friend Captaia 
Guise had been obliged to resign that of his 
ship," and alleging that he held no appointment 
from thjB. Chilean government. Lord Cochrane 
demanded his motive for this letter, and why„ 
without the appointment alluded to, he had 
exercised the authority of commander of the 
brig. The answer was, that " I (Captain Spry) 
entered the Chilean navy conditionally, to 
serve only during the period of the services of 
^/Captain Guise, under whose patronage and pro- 
tection I left England;" that his appointment 
was a verbal one from the governor of Valpa- 
raiso, when he received his commission of 
Captain. He added a desire to. be permitted 
to go to head-quarters at Huacho, and explain 
his conduct to General San Martin, concluding 
*' if Captain Guise is compelled to resign the 
command of the Valdivia, [ am determined no 
longer to hold that of the Galvarino," Captain 
Spry was placed under an arrest on the twenty- 
second of February, on charges to be exhibited, 
and such was the state of mutiny on board the 
Galvarino, that Captain Crosbie, of the flag- 
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nhip^ was 4>rdeved to . anebor her in a Mfe situ- 
ation, which induced Cajptain Spry to write to the 
Admilral/stating, that as he had been superseded 
by Gaptaito Crdsbie, he considered himself on 
half-pay, and free from the jurisdiction ojf the 
tnartialkw. Hi^ lieftterwas answered by an 
assnrancfe, that he was not superseded ; but 
that having disobeyed the orders given, and 
declared his determination not to hold the^ com-^ 
ifiand of the Galvarino, Captain Crosbie had 
be^n oMered to anchor h^r on the starboard 
htim, of the O'Higgins, this appearing neces- 
irary^from the stafte Of the crew of the brig, and 
that he was not superseded in consequence of 
his said determination, nor had he gone through 
the nstral forms of^delivering up the brig. Cap- 
tain Spry again insisted on his exemption from 
iE(art^l law ; b\it finding the Adiniral determined 
to bring the afiair to the decision of a cou^t'' 
tnartial, of which he was aware that if the sen^ 
itence wer6 consonant with the crime, and ac- 
cording to t^e ordinanceis of the navy, he would 
never leave the deck of the brig, he now ex* 
pressed no objection to being tried by his brother 
oficers, who were "neither prejudiced nor 
interested/* 

The chargies exhibited by the commander in 
chief were " iox neglecting or refusing to piro^ 
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teed 00 service in the Chilean state brig Galva- 
luo, pursuant to an oiHi.er of the £sraimander in 
chieC both verbally, and in writing, given on or 
about the twwty-second of February, J 821, in 
in breach of the 14th article of war, made and 
provided.— For having comtrary to his duty as 
an officer written or caused to be written, a 
'Certain letter to his commander in chief, signed 
John Tooker Spry, further deqliniogi or cefiising 
to proceed on the duty so ordeired, €^ lopger to 
serve thsn during the period of the services of 
Ciaptaiii Gaise, under whose patronage and 
protection be bad left Bnglaj9dd, and for setting 
ibrtfa in the said letter, that if Ca^^tain Guise 
was C0mpelled to resdign fhe command of the 
Valdivia, he the said John Tooker JSpry w^duld 
no longer hoid the conunand of th^ Galvarino ; 
thereby delaying and discouraging the service, 
in breaeh of the 14th article of war.-^That the 
4md John Tooker Spry did by his ooniduct afore^ 
iMid, hcM fortJi an evil eKampie tp his ship'^ 
.company (who immediately thereafter did in 
writing and otherwise, refuse to weigh aachor 
iWktU ioertam gnevukosa^ which diey did not set 
:forth in the.said writing, should tie > redressed) > 
the saose being subvesiive.of ail discipline and 
jsnboixiipation, and in vioJetion of the I4tfa arti* 
leleof wi»v madeftndipwid^." , 
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The sentence of the court-martial was, that 
" John Tooker Spry be dismissed the command 
of the brig Galvarino, be placed at the bottom 
of the list of captains, and be severely repri- 
manded by the court." 

On the fourth of Match Captain Guise com- 
municated to Lord Cochrane, that Captain Spry 
having been dismissed the service by sentence 
of a court-^martial, he requested permission to 
accompany him in his own boat to Huacho, 
which Lord Cochrane informed him he could 
not allow at that critical moment. On the sixth 
the two captains and the oflScers went down by 
the O'Higg^ns to head -quarters, where Ld.Coch- 
rane on the twelth again offered to Captain 
Guise the command of the O'Higgins, which he 
refiased, as also ever to serve under Lord Coch- 
rane again. 

The whole of this affair was the result of 
what had passed at Valparaiso, before the ex- 
pedition quitted that port ; and from several 
circumstances connected with the conduct of 
these officers, and their publicly asserting, that 
General San Martin would not swerve from his 
promises made to them, their firm, reliance, oh 
bis support and patronage, as well as the subse- 
quent biehaviour of the general himself, evinced 
that he had been the entire instigator of what 
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had passed at Valparaiso in July anc} August, 
1820, bpth on the part of the Chilean govern- 
ment, and on that of the different officers who 
then and there misconducted themselves^ 
He well knew that he could not tamper 
with Lord Cochrane, whose honourable feel- 
ings would not allow him to deviate from 
that line of conduct which had marked the 
whole tenour of his public life : and had not the 
officers of the squadron stood forth in support of 
their commander in chief, his tender of his com- 
mission would have been accepted by the 
government. ^ 

On the arrival at head*quarters of Captains 
Guise and Spry, the latter, i;D defiance of de- 
corum and example, was appointed by General 
San Martin his naval adjutant, Edecan Naval^ 
as if to gall the feelings of Lord Cochrane^ 
and bring into supreme contempt the^ sen- 
tence of a court-martial, by protecting in the 
most public manner the individual who had 
merited the chastisement of the law. So plated 
was Captain Spry with his new, appointment^ 
that in the house of Colonel, now General MiU 
ler, he conducted himself towards Lord Coch- 
rane in the most ungentlemanly manner, so much 
«o, that the honourable feelings of Miller were 



Digitized by 



Google 



31S TBAVELS IN 

woiimlecU and he apobgized to the Admiral for 
the oonduct of Spry« 

0& the fourth of March» General San Martia 
sent Captain (xuise and his cfficera with a 
reqnest to the Admiral to reinatate them ia 
their former appointnieut : his lordship sifgaiii 
offered Captain Guise the command of any 
vessel in the squadron yrilk such ol&cers as 
might at the time belong to the vessd, and 
to those officers who had not hwn dismissed 
the service, appointments to the vacancies in 
the squadron, according to tiie recommendatioii 
of the court-martial ; but Captain Guise again 
refused to act with any odier officers than those 
who accompanied him, and the officers retur»^ 
their appointments, with the aseurance that 
Usey would only serve under the orders of Cap* 
tam Guise; they therefore all returned to the 
head- quarters of the army, wbere tiiey remained 
until 43ie aurrender of Callao. 

At the same tame that the Chilean ^quadimt 
was a Mene ofiaaubm*dination and irre|n^ 
riloes among those officers whose duty it was to 
cjbey ^e otdevs of ibeir commander in chief, not 
ody for the good «df the service of Chile, but to 
^ tend tfasft they themsd/res mig^ ioeet with 
Ifhat defeienoe wid^bedioMein diek subalterns 
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wfaick constitute ikt rery essence of militiry 
discipline, Lima was the theatre of anarchy and 
confusion. On the twenty-ninth of January a 
revolution took place in the Spanish army at 
Asnapisg^iOy founded on the plea of inability in 
the Viceroy Pesuela to conduct theafiairsaf 
the vioeroyalty, during sndi critical drcum- 
stances as the present The resuk was^ that an 
official conununication was made to Pesneia^ 
slating the absolate necessity of his abdicatioo, 
and that it must take place within fcNirhovra. 
Pesuela answered, that the time specified was in- 
safiKdent for him to deliv»er i^ liie avthority, lM|t 
Cantarac, Caratald^ Vald^, Riceiort, and tfae 
other officers at the liead of the instirrection 
Hepiied, that the answer of his fixoelle&cy did 
not correspond with their ejq)ectatiaDS, and tbait 
''the troops were under arms^wilbh all ^^ 
officers, without a single eixcepiion, and that 
they would not lay them down until they liad 
obtained an order to acknowledge Genera^l La 
Serna Viceroy of Pern, aind were assured thata 
-sinnlar ordar had been given to the different tri- 
buMls and authorities. In consequence of thiis 
intimation, Pesuela issiied iSue order, und 
La Serna was proclaimed Viearoy and Captain 
General of Peru. This change only proves 
the right of power, which admits of no intor- 
ipretation, nor^leanres aoiy subterfiige to obedi- 
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ence. The similarity of the fate of the first and 
last of the Spanish Viceroys as governors ge- 
neral is rather remarkable. The first, Don 
Francisco Pizarro, was murdered in his own 
palace at Lima, by his subaltern officers ; the 
last, Don Joaquin de la Pesuela, was forced to 
abdicate his authority in the viceregal palace 
at Lima, by his subalterns, and to nominate an 
usurper as his successor. On the seventh Feb- 
ruary La Serha addressed the following procla- 
mation to the royal troops : — 

" Soldiers! — ^Your will and support has 
placed me at the head of the government of the 
viceroyalty !" — ^A declaration more rebellious 
than any one presented by the insurgent chiefs 
of Americai until the conduct of the Spianiards 
forced them to declare their independence of 
Spanish domination. 

On the thirteenth Fefbruary Capf . Carter, in 
the brig of war Araucano, arrived at Chancay, 
with the Spanish schooner of war Aransasu, 
which he bad taken on the ninth. The Aransasu 
was froni Panama, bound to Callao, hav- 
ing on board three officers belonging to the re- 
giment of Numancia, and several Spanish 
merchants^ as passengers. 

On the thirteenth March part 6f the squa- 
left the bay of Huacho, having on board a di- 
vision of the patriot forces^ under the coinmand 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOCTH AMMUCA. 3M 

of Lieut.-cQk>ael Miller, destined to cause a 
divtr^ion m tha Spanish tcoops^ by landing at 
PisQQ. . This object was effected on the twenty^ 
^t ; but owio^ to the written instructions giyen 
by Geneiral San Martin, and from which Lord 
Gochrane. was determdned not ta swerve, the 
i!efiult was what might have been anticipated: 
notbingiof importance to the cause of America. 
After the abdication of the Viceroy Pesuela, 
he . reitired to a country residence at the smalt 
Tillage of La Magdalena> and v^ishing to send 
Im lady and family to Europe, he solicited the 
necessary passport of Genersil San Martm^ 
well knowing that they could not escape the 
Chileaikv veissels of war employed in the block- 
ade of Callao; but the permission was refused. 
Lady Gochrane and family having arrived at 
Callao in the British frigate Andromache, for 
the purpose of seeing his lordship before she 
left South America for England, Dona Angela^ 
the Vicequeen, supplicated her ladyship to in- 
terpose her iniuence with the general, as the 
oiity means by which she could expect to obtain 
leave to embark for Europe. Lady Cochrane, 
actuated by that sincere philanthropy which 
so eminently distinguishes and adorns her, went 
immfediately to Huaura, and obtained of General 
San Martin the favour she solicited, on condi- 
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tion that her ladyship would remain on shore in 
Peru one month, which was agreed to ; but 
being the " better half " of a sailor, her lady- 
ship declined remaining at head quarters among 
soldiers, and spent the whole of the time at 
Huaito, a plantation belonging to Dona Josefa 
Monteblanco, highly gratified with the kind and 
hospitable treatment of her host. The Viceroy's 
lady took her passage on board the Andromache, 
and Lord Cochrane was honoured by an intro- 
duction to her by Captain Sherriff. After some 
conversation. Dona Angela declared, that his 
lordship was a polite rational being, and not the 
ferocious brtUe she had been taught to consider 
him — ^a compliment which his lordship received 
. with all due respect to her Vicequeenship. 

On the return of Lord Cochrane to head 
quarters, it was detemined by General San 
Martin, that a second division under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Miller should embark, and 
act according to the discretionary instructions 
of the admiral. The admiral left the bay of 
Hqacho, and proceeded to Pisco, where some 
minor skirmishes took place with the enemy. 
The troops were re-embarked at Pisco on the 
twenty-second of April : his lordship hoisted 
his flag on board the San Martin, and with the 
schooner Aransasu proceeded to Arica, where 
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'With the assistance of uncommonly favourable 
winds we arrived on the fifth of May. 

The landing in the bay of Arica is attended 
with almost insurmountable difficulties ; inde^ 
sometimes it is not practicable, except on the 
balsas made by the natives. These are com- 
posed of seal-skins inflated : two are generally 
sewed together end to end, and the balsa is 
formed by lashing two of these side by side, 
laying some canes on the top. The man who 
manages the balsa sits astride on the aftermost 
part, and impels the balsa- with a double paddle, 
broad at each end, which he holds by the 
middle, and so dexterous are the natives, that 
there is not the least danger of being upset, or 
even of being wetted with the surf. On these 
original and apparently precarious rafts, all the 
merchandize is landed at Arica, and all the.spe- 
cie brought to the vessels, except the sea be 
very calm and the surf run low. 

Immediately oa our arrival at Arica, a flag 
of truce was sent on shore with a summons to 
surrender, accompanied by an .assurance that 
dll persons and personal property would be re- 
spected, except those and such as belonged to 
those who by their present conduct should 
prove themselves enemies to the cause of South 
American liberty. This was answered by an 
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^torftttce that the persons and property M 
Arica were all under the protection of the Mttih 
^f his Most Catholic Majesity, wb©6e rights 
Woiild be defended by hia faithful vassals 
against his rebel t^ubjects and foiteign pirates. 
Nothing was oxjf^ l^t but to enforce obedie»cie> 
anfd the sitiiation in Ivhich the San Martin had 
anchored not being a cotnmanding one, she 
was hauled nearer in shore on the sixth, asid a 
few shells thrown over the town ; bat as this 
had not the desiiied effect of intimidating the 
ene&y, a landing of the troops was determined 
on, and ki the night a convenient pkce was 
sought for to the southwatd, but the »arch 
proving fruitless, part df the trdops were 
embarked on boaird the schooner Ari«as8»o, 
under the 'command of Major Soler, and order-* 
ed to proceed to the northward to Saona, to 
land and march upon the town. On tfae^etght^ 
Lieutenant-colonel Miller followed with the re- 
mainder of the troops, to join Major Soler. A 
few shots and shells were occasionally thfidwii 
into the town, to keep the Spanish trocqps on 
the ajert as to the movements of the sfaip^ 
while <^r ttoops should make their appeseraisce 
on shoi-e, which happened on the mornifig df 
the eleventh, when the whole of the inhabiMut« 
and tiioops abandoned tbe town. CSaiptasn WiU 
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kinson with the marines Ivoded wijAi copsiidber^ 
able difficulty, and boktted tiie Patriod; flag oft 
the staff at the smail battery. Afeijor Soler 
captured froca the enemy £fty-Bigbt tfaouMud 
dollars and aix bars of sillier, under the pro^ 
tectiOQ of a guard of soidiecs on their ifray to 
Areqiiipa. 

On the fourteenth the wiide of tke troop$ 
and the marines belonging to the San Marfaai) 
amouiiting to two hundred and seventy men, 
under the command of ii^itenant-coionei Mil* 
ler> left Atica» and matxshed towards QTacnft, 
tw^ye leagues from jAiica, where they ^Trnaed 
§fk the fifteenth, aad without any opposition 
took possession of the town; they wevehere 
joined by two companies of infantry, who dfe*- 
serted the cauae of the Idng. Lord Oochnuie 
ordered that these should ^form ihetase of ft new 
regiment, to be calied Ate first independents 
of Tacna» smd as the paji)ioaiar flag for the 
troOf>s of Peru was not determined oin ^ in&eA 
quarters, his loidshil^ pnesented them with ^one 
having a sun in the centre on a blue field. 

Ffolm original papecsXanind intbe lowstom- 
house at Tacna, it appeared, ^Ibst the <piantity 
of European goods in the stwes at Arka b^ 
longed to Spanish meDohaoats msidmg ;at Littm ; 
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consequently an order was issued for tbeir being 
embarked in the San Martin. 

Immediately on the landing of Lord Coch- 
rane, he called upon the inhabitants to form a 
civil government, for the protection of their 
property against many individuals who began 
to come into the town from the country for the 
purpose of plunder, assuring them at the same 
time, that, although they had not attended to 
his invitation to remiain in their houses, it was 
not his intention to deliver up the town to be 
sacked, nor had he done it, but at the same 
time he could not be answerable for thefts com- 
mitted, unless the inhabitants would assist in 
the protection of their houses and property, 
and in apprehending all suspicious and disorder- 
ly persons ; he also, promised them that all pri- 
vate property belonging to Americans, the 
friends of the cause of their country, should be 
returned if claimed, and, consequent to this 
promise, the schooner Dos Amigos, and other 
property seized, were delivered to their 
owners. 

Colonel Miller advanced with his division 
towards Moquegua, and had a sharp engage- 
ment with a party of royal troops at jMlirabe, 
commanded by Colonel Sierra, who was taken 
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prisoner. On the morning after the engage- 
ment, which took place in the night, another* 
detachment of troops arrived to join the one 
stationed at Mirabe ; but on hearing the fate of 
their comrades they thought it better to retreat 
than to enter into any dispute with the victo- 
rious troops^ and their valiant leader. On the 
arrival of this news, smd that the troops were 
at Moquegua, Lord Cochrane dropped down to 
Ilo, with the San Martin, for the purpose of 
being nearer to Colonel Miller's head quarters. 

The town of Arica is the capital of the pro- 
vince of the same name ; it is situated in a small 
valley, and stands dose to the sea. It was 
anciently a place of considerable importance 
and size ; but since the year 1605, when it was 
destroyed by an earthquake, it has gradually' 
decreased, the more respectable inhabitants 
having retired to Tacna ; their departure was 
also hastened by its being sacked in 1680 by 
the pirate John Warren. Arica has at present 
a parish church, and three poor convents, San 
Francisco, La Merced and San Juan de Dios. 
The population is composed of whites, indians 
and a few slaves. Owing to some low swampy 
ground, produced by the annual overflowings 
of the river and the want of proper drainage, 
intermittent fevers are very common here, of 
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whi€li maay serranosi people from the mterior, 
die, when they come down on business^. 
AU our people who silept on shore at Arica^ in* 
eluding the adEnira), suffered by th^m, and 
sjome died. The climate is similar to that o£ 
Lirna^ it seldom rains, but the fogs are very 
heavy. 

The valley of Arica is small, but at the dis- 
tance of a mile from the town it is pretty, owing 
to the relief which the eye feels when resting 
ou vegetable prodactions> after being &tigued 
with the barren sandy scenery which unrounds 
the town. The principal produce of the valley 
is ajiy capsicum, and olives, which are remark- 
ably large, and finely flavoured ; plwtains,. ba- 
nanas,, camotes, yucas, and other vegetables, 
are cultivated in the gardens, and some tropical 
fruits. 

The town of Arica will doubtless become of 
e^Disiderable importance with the changes that 
hftve taken place in South America. Indited it 
always would have been so, had not the colonial 
laws declared it a close port, no abiUtado. It is 
the' key to the provinces of Upper Peru, Are- 
qjuipo,, LaPas, Potosi, Chuquisaca/ &c., being 
a bietter landing place than llo, MoUendo^ 
qr Quilea ; it possesses also the advantage of 
fwsh .wtter for shipping, which is extremely 
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scarce at the other ports. Arica is situate ia 
18' 28' 40' soath latitude, and 70' 13' 30' west 
longitude. 

The town of Tacna stands in a very pleasant 
and fruitful valley, it is considerably larger thaa 
Arica, and has a much better appearance; 
some of the houses are large, commodious, and 
well furnished ; thus, among other articles, I 
saw several piano-fortes. The principal wealth 
of the inhabitants consists in their large droves 
of mules, for the purpose of conveying the mer- 
chandize from Arica into the interior, and from* 
some parts of Upper Peru to lima. Tacna is 
to Arica what Piura is to Paita. 

On the twenty-seventh of May we came to 
an anchor in the bay of Ilo, and immediately 
supplied Colonel ^Miller with every thing that 
he wanted ; he had removed his head-quartero 
from the town of Moquegua to a farm called 
Rinconada, judging that the climate of this 
place wajs better for his troops, as it was cooler 
here than in the town. ^ 

Ho is an indifferent anchorage, aiid a bad 
landing pl^ce ; the village is composed of mise- 
rable huts, and a few houses which indicate the 
residence of penury ; a scarcity of water pre* 
vails, and consequently of fruit and vegetables. 

VOL. III. 2 V 
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CoL Siekra and Capt. Soares were here embark- 
edf having been sent down, by Colonel Miller ; 
but they were soon afterwards liberated at Mol* 
lando on their parole of honour, having, sworn 
not to act hbstilely until they should be ex- 
changed according to the regulations of war. 

At the moment when Colonel Miller was 
about to advance into the interior, having disci- 
plined a number of recruits from different parts 
of the adjoining provinces, and when every thing 
promised a general revolt in favour of the cause 
of independence, he transmitted to Lord Coch- 
fane the original communication which he had 
received from the governor of Axequipa, an- 
nouncing a cessation of hostilities for twenty 
days, from the date of the receipt of the com- 
munication. This armistice was ratified by Ge- 
neral San Martin and the Viceroy La Sema on 
the twenty-third of May, and sent express by 
the latter to Ovalle, the governor of Arequipa. 

The armistice had been personally formed 
by the contending chiefs, who met at. Pun- 
chauca, and agreed on appointing new deputies 
for the purpose of conciliation ; they were to 
hold their conferences on board of a neutral ship 
in the bay of Callao, for which purpose the 
Cleopatra was chosen. 
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^xxdtk was tbe state of Lihia at tfiis period, 
that t^e cabildo addressed the following official 
note to the ViceFoy La Sema : 

*' Most Excellent Sir,-*^No title is more gkch 
rioxis, nor more amiable, than that of a Pacift*- 
cator. Augustus, when stifling the volcano of 
civil war among the Romans, and giving peace 
to the universe, was the grieatest of mortals, and 
almoisit a God tpon e^h. It is the duty of 
every prince to imitate this example, if he be 
desirous of, atid :interested in the health and 
prosperity of tbe people committed to. his guar- 
dianship. Whoever know^ the great advantages 
and fedis what it is to reign over grateful hearts, 
will find more charms than in the niost fortunate 
Imd prosperous warfare. ; 

'' Your Excellency; placed at the head of the 
junta of Pacification of Peru, has gained the 
love, the veneraticm, and the confidence of this 
city. The hope of this great felicity has caused 
us to stifier with: resdgnation, losses and priva- 
tions of every class. The end of the armistice 
is fast apptoadiing, and we do not yet perceive 
one ray of this celestial gift Why is it so long 
reterded, while Lima suffers such a train of evils 
that fill her with consternation ? 

''To the distance of twenty-five leagues 
round Uie city, the mpst frightful devastation 
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every wbere reigns. Our cattle, our grain, 
and our fruits are the victims of military fury. 
The richest and most opulent of our provinces 
have succumbed to the prepotent force of the 
enemy, and the reist are threatened with the 
same fate; while this suffering capital experi'^ 
ences the horrible effects of a rigorous blocks 
ade, hunger, robberies, and death. Our own 
iBoldiers pay no respect to the last remains of 
our property, even our oxen, indiqiensably 
necessary for the cultivatioii of the land, are 
4dain. If this plague continue, what will be 
our lot — our miserable condition ! 

'^ The soldier must be supported as well as 
the citizen, but not to the iiqury of the latter: 
they must both be guided by the «ame laws, and 
ihust both be equal. Both cowpose the state, 
and the support of both is necessary ; founded 
on the same right of nature and of society* 
But let us abandon these melancholy relations, 
and confine ourselves entirely to those of peace. 

** Peace is the general wish of the people : 
they haye laboured since the year 1815 under 
the grievancss of war, and have not force to 
support it any longer. Without the money, 
without the provisions, without the desire, and 
without the means of supporting an opposition, 
the people flock to the standard of General San 
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Martin; hundreds of men leave our walls^ that 
they may not die of hunger. Aswarm of rob* 
bers infest our roads and intercept our provi* 
mons, insult us, and plunder our houses^ The 
public speak loudly against our apathy and si^ 
lence, and eyils worse than those usually pro* 
duced by war must soon be the result. The 
happiness of ^ the capital and of the kingdom de^ 
petids on peace, and this depends on the ^* yes "^ 
of your excellency. The corporaticm of Lima 
hopes to see it established, and promises to your 
excellency the constant and everlasting grati- 
tude of the people. Ood preserve your excels 
lency many years. Hall of the corporation of 
Lima, June 7th, 1821. (Signed) The Count of 
San Isidro, and all the members of the body 
corporate/' 

To thi« note the Viceroy gave the following 
answer: 

^* Most Excellent Sir,- Unquestionably war is 
the exercise of the right of force, and the most 
terrible of all the plagues that destroy the 
human species: it does not pardon even the 
victorious, and the most fortunate partake of its 
effects. 

''As a philanthropist I love and desire 
peace ; but as a soldier and a public man, I 
cannot accede to a peace which ist indecorous : 
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ihus, if llie general in chief of t^ invading 
army will agree to an armistice honourable and 
fair to the arms of the Spanidi nation, 700 and 
every one of yon may remahr assured &at my 
vote shaH be for peace ; but if he will not; nol 
for I never will assent to any thing derogatory 
to the honour of the Spanisdi nation, in which 
case it would be better to die than to live. I b^ 
lieve that these are also the sentiments of the in-^ 
dividiialswho compose the body corporate ; and 
of this city, which is called heroic, whose inhabit 
tatits are well aware, that to deserve this epithet 
valour, patience and the other virtues, not 
common, are necessary. 

" In fine, although I am at the head of ttie 
jtinta of pacification, in it I have only one 
vote, so that the corporation is deceived in sup*' 
posing, that peace depends on my '^yes;" but I 
repeat, that if it did, I would prefer war to an 
indecorous peace ; and even supposing that 
preponderance which your excellency actually 
gives^to the forces of General San Martin, you 
must be aware, that war is a game whete more 
or less is risked according to the passions of the 
gamblers: atone time one wins, and another 
loses; and when much is won, it generally 
happens that the winner continued gambling in 
the hope of increasing his store; or he who 
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losesp will not delist, in hopes of regaining what 
he has lost; at last, fortune varies^ and the 
winner not only loses what he had won^ but 
also what he had when he began* 

^' This is what I have to say in answer- to 
your note of yesterday. God preserve your 
excellency many years. (Signed) Jose> de la 
Serna/' 

From the number of deserters who daily ar- 
rived at Huaura, the head quarters of general: 
San Martin, the state of Lima was well known* 
The officers of the army were divided in their 
opinions; the cabildoin open \yar with the vice- 
roy; the opinion of the people in favour of 
liberty; the troops disserting or dying in the 
hospitals; hunger parading the streets^ and 
ev^ry one, high and low, g^ieral and soldier, 
master and slavey convinced that the idea of 
resisting the patriot forces was the chimera 
of a madman. Hepce it followed that when La 
Serna proposed. to San Martin an armistice of 
sixteen months,, under the pretence that both 
parties should refer the decision to the court of 
Madrid, the latter declined acceding tA it. . 

No(\^ithstanding the favourable appearance 
of things, the army of San Martin was tired, of 
their in(|^.oriou$ inaction, knowing full \veU that 
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to take the capital of Peru only required thetti 
to eater it, and this opinion was supported 
by every new arrival from Lima. The con- 
summate prudence of San Martin^ however^ did 
not allow him to risk the firing of a shot» lest 
the ball might slay '' a brother;" at the same 
time that his Guerilla parties were actively en- 
gaged in committing all the cruelties incident 
to predatory warfare. But the presence of the 
general was not necessary in such skirmishes^ 
nor his humanity compromised; the truth is> 
his persob was in no jeopardy. Complaints 
began to be every day more loud in the army, 
and dissention more visible, so much so, that it 
became a daily task at the tables of the officers, 
to drink to ''those who fight for the liberty of 
Peru, not I^Ose who write, a hs quepelean par 
la libertad del Peru, no las que escriven.'' San 
Martin, aware of the state of his army, embarked 
in the schooner Montezuma, in order to re-es-» 
tablish his health, and a prorogation of the 
armistice fw twelve days more was ratified. 

Duiing this cessation of hostilities, his lord* 
ship dropped down to MoUendo, where a neu* 
tral vessel was taking in wheat, for sup- 
plying the city of Lima. The admiral im- 
mediately wrote to the governor of Arequipa> 
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•flkpfeteing his iWfcanislmieflA tbki nenfaab riiouW 
be ftliowed to emharic prwifiionis during anar- 
vmticB, for liie pilrposp of TOpplytng one»of th« 
feelligBMQts, to (the injury of «he oAer, ^nd tou- 
trary to the JSpaiiish cdoaiefl laws; to whfich^litt 
governor answered, that the whole of ttewheat 
at MoUeudo belonged to Spanish merchants re- 
siding at Lima, or Arequipa, and that no part 
of it whatever belonged to neutrals, and that if 
any had been embarked since the celebration of 
the armistice, it was in violation of the orders 
of the government, to correct which he had 
again issued the most positive orders against 
such an infraction of the stipulations of Pun- 
chauca. With this answer his lordship retired 
from MoUendo, but sent in a boat with a lieu- 
tenant belonging to the San Martin, to watch 
the actions of the enemy at MoUendo ; on being 
assured that the embarkation of the wheat was 
persevered in, the San Martin returned to Mol- 
lendo on the nineteenth of June, and shipped 
the remainder of the wheat found on shore. 

When every thing was ready for Colonel 
Miller to proceed into the interior, the news 
arrived, on the fifth of July, of the prorogation 
of the armistice. This with the news received 
from the army, through private letters, induced 
his lordship to equip and victual some of the 
VOL. rii. 2 X 
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prizes taken at Arica, and leave them for the 
reception of the troops under Col. Miller, in 
case of any emergency, and repair to Gallaoi 
for the purpose of learning the true state of afl^rs 
at head-quarters. We arrived at Callto on the 
eighth of July, 1821. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Lima etacoated by La Serna Occopation of 1>y the Liberating Army..*... 

LoM of-^e San Martiii. Annral of Lord Cochrane at LiiiiB.....,CaBdiiGt 

of theSpaaiania after leaving Liiiia......Iiidiq»Bdeiioe of Peru sworn...... • 

San Martin oonstitntea himself Frotector of Peru Interriew between 

Lord Cochrane and San Martin Anooonoement of the views of the 

Spanish Army... ...State of the Sqnadn»......San Martm takes the field.... 

Arrival and Departure of Cantarac Proclamation of San Martin...... 

Treasore taken at Ancon by Lord Coduane Surrender of CaDao..... . 

TMbnnal of PurificatioB established at Lima. ...Lieutenant Wynteranested 

at Callao Paroissien and Spry visit the Squadron at Midnight... ... 

Squadrao leaves Callao, arrives at Gnayaquil. 

On tiie arrival of Lord Cochrane in the bay of 
Callao, on the eighth of July; General San 
Martin came on board the flag ship, from the 
schooner Sacramento, bringing with him the 
welcome news of the fall of Lima, or rather of 
its evacuation by the Spanish troops. 

On the sixth of July, 1821, the Viceroy La 
Serna informed the Marquis of Monte-mira that 
it, being convenient, he should retire with the 
troops under his command from the capital of 
Peru, leaving only a few companies of the regi- 
ment of La Concordia, militias, to preserve 
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order and tranquillity, under the command of 
his excellency the political and military go- 
vernor. 

On the same day La Sema informed San 
Martin of his determination ; as also that he had 
deposited in the castles at Callao such warlike 
stores as he had thought requisite for his ulterior 
operations, leaving the rest in Lima as he found 
them. La Serna solicited that such sick as he 
'had been obliged to teave in the hospitals might 
be kindly treated ; he requested, too, that none 
of the inhabitants might stiifer any persecution 
for their past political opinions and conduct, as- 
suring General San^ Martin that his conduct 
should be subject to every rule of reciprocity. 

A detachment of horse entered Lima on the 
evening of the seventh, but without any orderi 
from General San Martin, abd on the eighth the 
liberating army took possession of the city, but 
the general in drief judged it most prudest to 
remain on board his schooner in the bay of Cal* 
lao, till the night of the nintfaj when he made^ 
his private entry into Lima. 

On the fourtee&th an announcement ap«> 
peared in the ministerial gazette of Lima, thaty oti 
account of the great scarcity of wheat in the 
city. General 9an Martin had directed that two 
thousand fahega8> then on board the flag sMp of 
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ihe CbHeaii squadron^ should be landed at the 
Ghovrillos free of duty ; and for this purpose^ 
the Saa Martin was ordered to the said port^ 
which she entered on the sixteenth : she was^ 
however^ unfortunately ran aground by Captain 
Wilkinson^ and, although every eiwleavour was 
made to save her, she was completely Iosti» 
owing to the unoommon swell of the sea at the 
time« 

On the fourteenth a note was addrMsed by> 
General San Martin to the cabildo of Lima, re? 
questing the convocation of a gioneral meetiiig» 
that the opinion of the inhabitants might bo 
made public, with regard to their detearmin^iQii 
on the ind^iendence of the country. This rer 
quest ipras immediatdy complied with ; aad di^ 
tibe fifteenth the members of the corporations . 
hts excellency the archbishop, the prelates oi 
the GonvenUial orders, the titles of Caatile, and 
many other individuals, met at the city hall, audi 
the following att was> signed by the whole of 
them: 

'^The genial will is deddedi on the inde- 
pendence of Peru with respect to Uie Spanish 
or any other foreign domination; and tQ thii 
eflfect let the fonn of the necessary oa^h.be 
drawn up and administered." 
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On the seventeenth Lord Cochrane entered 
Lima amid the loudest acclamations of the inha- 
bitants. The Marquisof Monte-mira had sent his 
carriage for Lord Cochrane to Chorrillos ; but a 
deputation from the cabildo and others from 
different corporations having met his lordship 
on the road, he alighted from the carriage, and 
mounted a horse, brought for the occasion. 

The inhabitants of Lima being desirous of 
seeing the naval hero of the expedition, a levee 
was held on the same evening at the palaee, 
where the Admiral received the compliments of 
the principal personages of the city ; but Gene- 
ral San Martin judging it more decorous to be 
absent when a '' subaltern " received the thanks 
of the cabildo of Lima, and the compliments of 
its inhabitants, remained at la Legiia, half-way 
between Lima and Callao, where he had es- 
tablished his head quarters. On the eighteenth 
in the niorning the archbishop visited his lord- 
ship, which visit was immediately returned ; 
when Lord Cochrane left the city to wait upon 
the general inchief at his headquarters. 

On the seventeenth an order was published 
for the abolition of the Spanish royal arms in 
any part of the city where they bad been 
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placed ; and this proclamation was accompanied 
by another, as follows: 

" Having been informed, with great horror 
to my delicate sentiments, and in violation of 
my humane principles, that some passionate 
individuals vex and insult the Spaniards with 
threats and taunts, I order and command, that 
all persons who shall commit such kind of ex^ 
cesses, in opposition to American gentleness of 
manners, to decorum, and to good and rational 
education, be denounced to the political and 
military governor of the city, that, the fact 
being proved, he may be punished for such re- 
proachful conduct." 

On the eighteenth a civic guard was ordered 
to be formed, to supersede the Spanish regiment 
de la Concordia, and the gran mariscal Marquis 
of Torre Tagle was appointed colonel of it. 

On the twenty-second of July a proclamation 
was issued, ordering that the public act of the 
declaration of the independence of Peru should 
take place on the twenty-eighth of the same 
month, with all the solemnity due to so memo- 
rable a transaction. 

After the Spanish troops left lima on the 
sixth, their march into the interior was marked 
;With. the most horrid outrages : from Luiin to 
Bujama, a distance of nine leagues, thirty-four 
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dead bodies were left oatJierofLd; sotoebaui 
died of disease, others h94 been #fa<4; ao4> 
according to the uaiform ptat^mebto. of the 
deserters from the %Mtai4rd#» ColOuel Bodil 
was the executioner of the greater part of theffe 
victims. On the tl^teetitbi thirty ^-nke mk 
and five dead men were found near to Bjijafipia, 
-and carried to a tfempomty hospital. From tte 
ii^iUage of Huayqan ad viced were ret^ej^ed on 
the twenty-first that la $ema had issued an 
rorder imposing capital punishmeirt ion ev*^ in- 
dividual belonging to« or^ ^under >the protoelMii 
^f the Spanish arrny^ who^sbould lear^the route 
assigned a distance of twenty yards -^ jh^with- 
«tanding which^ upwards of thiiee )h42tKked de- 
serted at Huayoan, and at Luoaguana upwards 
4>f six hundred. In a fiiirmish Diear thfe itttt^r 
place the Spanianrds lost twenty killed^ ^i&d 
more thanfifty p(ris(»Qiers, and La S^na^^a^^oom- 
pletely surrounded dn the ravinfe^ Palaa. The 
^efforts of the G^ieriUa parties Jin haro^m«ig the 
Spanish troops were <26Bstant and su^^cessfiilr; 
jaad had a diviaicm Orf the tibernftiog iam^y been 
sent to co-operate with the GueriUas, itis^foic^ 
probable that the esAke Spanish army Would 
ibave beea anoybalated; ImiI; the wl^de of tte 
army was disposed of da the ^ansai^s of Idnm, 
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or at Bellavista^ where they^ were stationed to 
watch the operations of about eight hundred 
men, under General La Mar, in the batteries of 
Callao. A small division under General Are- 
nales stationed in the p];ovince of Yauyos was 
ordered to Lima, and the whole of the interior 
was abandoned to the protiection of the Guerilla 
parties, who had to act against the organized 
Spanish army, so that the towns which had de- 
clared their adherence to the cause of indepen- 
dence, when they believed themselves under the 
protection of the liberating forces, were aban- 
doned, to experience all the rigours of their con- 
stituted enemies, the Spaniards, and thus pave 
the way to the state of affairs which subse^ 
quently took place in Peru. 

Lord Cochrane having retired from Lima, on 
board the O'Higgins, in the bay of Callao^ re- 
ceived on the twentieth the following invitation 
from the cabildp of Lima : 

** Lima, the capital of Peru, is about to so- 
lemnize the most august act which has been 
performed for three centuries, or since her founr 
dation ; this is, the proclamation of her indepen-* 
dence, and her absolute exclusion from the Spa- 
nish government, as well a^ that of any other 
foreign potentate ; and this cabildo, wishing the 
ceremony to be conducted with all possible de- 
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coram and solemnity, considers it necessary 
that your Excellency, who has so gloriously 
co-operated in the consecution of this highly de- 
sired object, will deign to assist at the act, with 
your illustrious officers, on Saturday the twen- 
ty-eighth inst" 

On the tw^ity-eighth the procession, com- 
posed of General San Martin, Lieut.-Greneral 
Marquis of Monte-mira, the staff officers of 
the army, the university and four colleges, the 
prelates of the religious orders, the military 
chiefs, the judges, many of the nobility, and 
the members of the cabildo, left the palace, 
mounted on richly caparisoned horses, and were 
followed by the body guard of the ex-viceroy, 
the escort of the general in chief, and the bat- 
talion No. 8, with the flags of Chile and Buenos 
Ay res, and proceeded to a stage erected in the 
plasa mayor. General San Martin ascended 
the stage, and displayed the national flag of 
Peru, pronouncing at the same time — " Pera 
is from this moment free and independent, by 
the general vote of the people, and by the jus- 
tice of her cause, which God defend !** 

The cavalcade then paraded the principal 
streets of the city, and returned to the palace 
where Lord Cochrane was waiting in the 
balcony, whence medals commemorative of the 
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act were distributed ; but even these evinced 
the ambition of the general, who, from the very 
outset of the expedition, had endeavoured to 
monopolize every species of credit: for this 
purpose, the inscription chosen for the medals 
was, '* Limia secured its independence on the 
twenty-eighth of July, 1821^ under the protec- 
tion of the liberating army, commanded by San 
Martin/' 

Oh the following Sunday a solemn TeDeum 
was chanted at the cathedral, and high mass 
was celebrated by the archbishop ; after which 
the individuals who on the twenty-eighth had 
formed the procession advanced separately to 
the high altar, and took the oath, on the sacred 
gospels; to '' defend with their opinions, pro* 
perty and persons, the independence of Peru, 
against the Spanish government^ and any other 
foreign power." 

On the twenty-ninth Colonel Miller, having 
been obliged to abandon the province of Afica 
on the twenty-second, landed at Pisco, having 
increased his division to nine hundred and sixty 
inen. 

6n the thirtieth Lord Cochrane reported to 
General San Martin, that on the twenty-fifth he 
had ordered Captain Crosbie to enter the an- 
chorage at CaUao, and to cutout as many of 
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the enemy's vessels as he could conveniently 
bring to anchor outside the range of the batte- 
ries, which he did in the most gallant manner^ 
bringing out the San Fernando and Milagro> 
the two largest merchantmen, and the Resolu"- 
cion, armed as a sloop of war ; besides several 
launches and boatd, burning at the same time 
two hulks within musket shot of the enemy's 
batteries. 

After the ceremony on the Sunday at the ca- 
thedral was concluded, a deputation from the 
cabildo waited on General San Martin, with the 
request, that he would take upon himself the 
political and military superintendence of Peru, 
which in the name and on the behalf of the ca* 
pital .they had the honor to o£fer to him. To 
this communication, with such a smile as few 
but San Martin can express, he informed them^ 
that the oflFer was quite unnecessary, for that 
W he had taken the command he should keep it 
so long as he thought proper, and that he should 
moreover allow no juntas, nor assemblies for 
the discussion of public matters during his plea- 
sure. This was an answer not very congenial 
to the feelings of men who had just been called 
on to swear, in the presence of the Almighty, 
to their lUferty and independence ! 

On the fourth of August fresh advices of 
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the atrocities committed by the Spaniards oil 
their march into the ifnterior were published ajt 
Lima; one piece of intelligence was^ that at 
the town of Tauripampa a hospital had been 
formed of the church, and that at the time that 
La Serna left the town the doors of the church 
were closed, and the whole set fire to, when the 
miserable soldiers who could not accompany the 
Spanish army were burat to death, as well as 
great numbers of the inhabitants of the town in 
their liouses, RodU at the same time declaring, 
that it was more lionorable for them to die thwi 
to serve in the ranks of the rebels. 

On the third of August the following pro- 
clamation was issued at Lima : 

'' Don Jose San Martin, &c. — ^When I took 
charge of the important enterprize of the liberty 
of Peru, I had no other motive than a desire of 
forwarding the sacred cause of liberty in Ame- 
rica, and of promoting the felicity of the peo* 
pie of Peru. A considerable part of this is 
already realized ; but this work would remain 
incomplete, and my feelings little satisfied, if I 
did not establish for ever the future security and 
prosperity of the inhabitants of this region. 

*' After my arrival at Pisco I announced, 
that owing to the imperiousness of the cir- 
^iumstances, I was invested with the supreme 
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authority, and that I was reaponcdble to the 
patria for the exercise of it. These circum- 
stances yet exist, because Peru has yet to com- 
bat with her enemies, and consequently it is 
hecessaty that the supreme command ishould 
continue in my hands. 

*' I hope, that because I thus act, you will 
<lo me the justice to believe that I am not in* 
duced by any ambitious views, but by public 
convenience alone. It is abundantly notoriousi 
that I only aspire to retirement and tranquillity, 
after a life so greatly agitated as mine has been ^ 
but I hold a moral responsibility which requires 
the sacrifice of my most sanguine desires. The 
experience of twelve years of revolution in 
Venezuela, Cundinamarca, Chile, and the 
united provinces of Rio de la Plata have given 
me si knowledge of the evils attending the un- 
timdy convocation of congresses, while th^ 
enemy yet exists in the country : independence 
xnust first be secured ; we must afterwards thiiik 
of the solid establishment of liberty. The re- 
ligipus scrupulosity with which I have always 
in my public life fulfilled my promites gives me 
the right to be believed ; and I compromise 
myself most solemnly with the people of Peru, 
that at that moment in whieh the territory is 
rfiree, I will resign the command, tb make room 
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$0T Buch a government as they may think fit to 
elect. The frankness with which I speak ought 
to serve as a guarantee for the sincerity of my 
intention. I might have ordained that electors 
named by the citizens of the free departments 
should nominate the person who was to govern 
until the reunion of the representatives of the 
Peruvian nation. The simultaneous invitation 
of a great number of persons of elevated cha- 
racter and decided influence in this capital who 
have requested that I should preside at the 
administration of the state, ensures to me the 
popular appointment ; besides, as I had obtained 
the assent of the people under the protection 
of the liberating army, I have judged it more 
decorous and convenient to follow this loyal 
and frank conduct, which must tranquillize all 
those who are jealous of their liberties. 

" When 1 have the satisfaction to deliver up 
the command, and to give an account of my 
operations to the representatives of the people, L 
am confident that they will not find in the epoch 
of my administration any of those strokes of 
venality, despotism, or corruption, which have 
characterized the agents of the Spanish govern- 
ment in America. To administer strict justice 
to all, rewarding virtue and patriotism, and 
punvshing vice and sedition wherever Jt may be 
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found, is the model by which I shall regulate 
my actions, so long as I am placed at the head 
of this nation." 

After this most fasciciatitig description of 
what a chief magistrate ought to be, but in which 
the duties of a general are not even hinted at, 
San Martin declares himself the Protector of 
Peru, and Don Juan Garcia del Rio, Don Ber- 
nardo Monteagudo, and Dr. Don Hipolito 
Unanue, his three ministers of state. It is al- 
most unnecessary to say how ill this self-consti- 
tuted authority agrees with the promises made 
by the Supreme Director of Chile in his procla- 
mation to the Peruvians ; and in that of General 
San Martin issued after his arrival in Peru. 
I merely hint at these things, that my read- 
ers may not be surprized when they find, that 
his promises were just as binding in one case as 
in the other. 

On the following morning, the fourth of 
August, Lord Cochrane, uninformed of the change 
which had taken place in the title of San Martin^ 
visited the palace, and began to beg of the gene- 
ral in chief to propose some means for the pay-* 
ment of the foreign seamen, who had served their 
times, and fulfilled their contract. To this San 
Martin answered, " that he would never pay the 
Chilean squadron unless it were sold to Peru, 
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iffid tbeif the payment shottld be coni^idered a^ U 
pSLTt of tke putchise money.'' To this Lord 
GdihfaM replied, that by §u6h a ttansdction the 
sqttadi-ori of Chile ^ould be transferred td Perti 
bf' merely paying what Was diie to the bfficei^S 
dnd cie^» for *erviees done td Petti. S'atf 
Marim knit has brows, and tunring id hi^ 
two mhristers, Garcia and MonteagndOj who' 
wereiikr the room, ordered tbeia to retire; to 
which bis lofdsbify objected, stating that M h6 
^iish6t master of the S^panish language, he wish- 
ed them to remain as his interpreters, fearful that 
sofne expression, not rightly understood, might 
be considered dffensive. Sa'n Martin now turned 
poniid to the AdmiraJ, and fetid, '' ite yod 
aW*re, my lord, that I am Pfotectqjr ot Peru ?'" 
*• No,'' said his lordship: " 1 ordered my g^ette- 
taries^to infdrm yon of it," returned San Martiti. 
*f That IS now unHeceSsiiry,'' said his lordship, 
'' for you have personally infdrmed me : but I 
slincerely hope that the friendship which ha^ 
existed between General San' Alaftin and my- 
self will sfiU continue tor eitist between thfe 
Prdtector of Peru and myself." Sah Marti* 
then, rtrbbing his hands, iiaid, ''I hsfve only to 
fay, that I am Protector of Peru !'' 

The manner in which this last sentence 

waff eirprei^si^d roused the admiraU who ad-- 
voL. HI. 2 z 
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vancipgy said^ '< then it now becomes me, as the. , 
senior officer of Chile, and consequently the 
representative of the nation, to request the . 
fulfilment of all the promises made to Chile^ 
and the squadron, but first, and principally, the. 
squadron^*' San Martin returned— '^ Chile t. 
Chile ! I will never pay a single real to 
Chile ! and as to the squadron, you may. take, 
it wbete you please, and go when you choose : 
a couple of schooners are quite enough for me : 
Chik! CliikI yo nuncapagare' un real a Chik! 
yen quanta a la esquadra^ puede V. Ikvarla d&nde 
qukre, e irsequando guste^ con un par de goktas 
me basta a mii* and snapped his fingers in 
the face of the Admiral. On hearing this. Gar-, 
cia jeft the room, while Monteagudo walked to. 
the balcony. San Martin paced the room for a 
short time» and, turning to his lordship, caught 
bis hand, and said, ''forget, my lord, what 
is past r* The admiral, dashing away the tear 
with which surprize and indignation had sufiused 
his eye, replied, **I will, when I can," and im- 
mediately left the palacie. His lordship was now 
undeceived by the man, himself :. the repeated 
reports he had heard of his past conduct 
crowded on his distracted imagination, and 
knowing what might be attempted, from . .what 
had already been done, his lordship agreed with 
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me, that his life was not safe ashore; he 
therefore immediately took horse, rode to Boca 
Negra, and went on board his frigate. 

This conversation has been denied by some 
^f San Martin's partizans ; but were it neces- 
sary more f ally to substantiate the fact, the 
subsequent official correspondence between the 
protectorof Peruand the admiral of the (Dhilean 
squadron would fully prove the truth of what 
I have stated. 

San Martin, reflecting that the batteries of 
Callao were yet in the hands of the enemy, and 
that should the Chilean naval force raise the 
blockade, he did not possess the means of 
driving them out, nor of forcing them to surren- 
der, exerted himself in conciliatory measures, 
heaping promise upon promise, both as to the 
payment of the arrears of the crews and 
premiums and rewards. He endeavoured to 
soften domn his expressions of the fourth, 
stating that he only said; or meant to say, that 
'' it might be interesting to Chile to sell sdine 
of her vessels of war to Peru, because tbi^ 
latter wanted them for the protection of her 
coasts. " But even 4his subterfuge was exposed 
by his saying further; that '* the government of 
Chile would at all times devote their squadron 
ib the furtherance of the cause of Perul;" 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sjaffk Afartia, on fiadiog thjit official dorr^'*- 
pQ^i4ei)[p§ 4id 9P( prjDtdiice th^ desured effect c^ 
bringing Lord Cochrane to agree with him that 
the 9q^^dro;^ ^^s wnd^T hi3 controul^ even after 
l^e had assiimed th$ supreme authority in Peru, 
%^d constitute^ bim^^lf au independent chief, at 
tiie h^^d 9f 9^ separate government, whose 
f;^ew8 w^r^. ^emiQgly opposed to the mtetestii 
of Chilly pow addreased the following priv^t^^ ' 
letter to his lordship, which on account of its 
^ncqmmqa expressions I give in Spanish : 

'' Uma, Agp9tQl3 de )821.-rrMi Lord,— De 
gficio CQ^te^to ^ y. ^pbre el desagradable nego<^ 
f:;io 4p ]99 buques de la esquadra, que a V. y a 
i^i l^o^ C8(i\$^ disg\tstos impresindibles, popque 
i^p @s po^ible haper quanto se desea. Nada ten- 
go que anat(|r si no es la profesta que 410 he mi- 
kado, qi iqirar^ jamas^ CPP la n^enor indiferenei^ 
quaqto tepga ^elacion a V* yo. le dije en Yalpa^ 
rai^p que su suertP seria igual a la nia, y ereo 
haber 4ftdp pjruebas de que mis sentimeptos no 
l^s^n vaTia<^o, in pueden variar, pop k>, mismo 
|[ue cada dia es oiayor la trascendencia de mis 
accippef. ISOf mi Ipjd, yo no veo con indifet^ 
fjE^cia \o^ as^i\tp8, de ¥. y sontiria no poder es^ 
P?¥^^qw acabe de convepcerBo dp esto mism,o^ 
^i a ^sar de todo Y\ deliberase tomar el pap- 
tido .qu^ i9e intiia6 en la conferencia que liiH^ 
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turn sdtQn4ifyp> ^«to «eri4 p»ra mi e^ poufiiet9 fi 
que no podriiit 0iibstFft^me« Ma3 yo espeica 
f|U(E{ entmado y. ea m9 $QotinQieiitQ9» leonsu- 
iiiir4 la obra que ba empcmdo, y de la q«ie 
depende nuevtro oomua deatiiiQ. Adipsb mi 
li»pd ! ae vepite de V. con el maa 8incero apr^oi9 
«u etemo amigo. (Signed) Jose d^ San Martiq*"' 
X^mittiag the preamble of this letter* ht R9 
aaalyxe Ibe expressions from ** Si a pesar : if i9 
Respite of every thing, ypa are resolved to ob^ 
serve tbe conduct wbicb you intimated to nie» 
in the conference which we bad a few days ago* 
this would he to me a conflict from which I 
eeuld not extricate myself. But I hope tha^ 
{ig^eeing with my sentiments, you will oonsumr 
mate the work that you have begun, and on 
which depends our common destiny." The con? 
ferenee here mentioned, alluded to the delivery 
of the Chilean vesselsi of war to th^ Protector pf 
Peru, on the condition of his paying to the Q£r 
cers and erevf s their arrears, and rewarding 
them according to his solemn promise mad^ ^t 
Valparaiso, before the expedition left that port,; 
and the agreement of sentiment cannot ^gpify 
any thing more, than that Lord Cochrane shoul4 
deliver up the squadron to San Martin, wl^icb 
would have been am<^ hoqoarable^f^eonattQtm^r 
tion of the work' ' to his lordship,, ai^ a mfl^t 
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melancholy one to Chile ; but ^Ae Was to have 
been forgotton in the common destiny. 

' On the fourth of August Don Jose de la Riva 
Aguero was nominated President of the Depart- 
ment of Lima, with the authority of the a:- 
Intendente. On the same day the high chamber 
d justice, aUa camarca dejusticiaw^s establidbed 
in Lima, with the powers and attributions of 
the ex-^Audencia. On the same day San Martin 
issued a proclamation, not of the most flattering 
nature, to Spaniards resident in Lima and the 
independent provinces of Peru, but which served 
as the precursor to his future conduct He here 
repeats, ** I have promised to respect your se- 
curity and property, I have fulfilled my promise, 
and none of you can doubt my word; Notwith- 
standing this, I know that you murmur secretly, 
and some of you malignantly circulate the idea 
that my designs are to surprize your confidence; 
My name is of sufficient celebrity not to stain 
it with the infraction of my promises, even 
though it be conceived that as an individual I 
might fail in their fulfilment. Spaniards! you 
well know that the public opinion is such, that 
even among yourselves there are many who 
iBpy and observe your conduct ; I am informed 
ofevery thing that passes, in the inost retired 
parts i)f your Rouses ; tremble if you abuse mf 
indulgence !" 
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Whether the system of espionage established 
by San Martin .was in this state of activity; 
like a yolpano ready to burst and to destroy with 
its ignited lava the. peaceful habitation and the 
innocent inhabitant, who, confiding in its harm- 
lefss appearance, ventured to dwell within its de- 
structive range, it may be impossible to deter- 
mine ; but it seems somewhat derogatory to 
the character of a supreme chief, guarded by 
twelve thousand armed men, that he should 
thus threaten two or three hundred unarmed 
individuals, who, relying on his assurances 
had sworn to follow the fortunes, of the country; 
and live subject to the newly-established 
system of government Besides, suck a mani* 
festation was calculated to do away with the 
apparent object of the proclamation of the 
seventeenth of . July, already quoted, and to • 
fan the flame of civil discord and dissention — ^the 
greatest enemies to public tranquillity. 

The twelfth of .August produced the publi- ' 
cation of the act in Lima, which in all free parts 
of ^ the ex-Spanish colonies so highly distin- 
guishes, and just^es in such a particular manner ' 
the revolution in .those countries. The voice of ^ 
reason and of nature announced, that dl children 
born of . slaves on or after the twenty-eighth of 
August, 1821, were ^o be free, and that they 
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wete t6be inheritors of the taine rights afid ^ri^ 
vtleges as the rest of the citizeas 6f Peru* 

On the eighleeatb die nen^s arrived, that tiki 
ditii^oos of the Sptalish army ismder Cantarlt^ 
and Caratald had formed thei^ heald quafteTs at- 
Jauja> thhriy kagues from Lima; Mad thelt la 
Sema was at the town df Carabia on the H^tmif^ 
Bmth of July, advanoing wkh the ttoop§ %&- 
wards ^e saitiEe pbint. StiH tke lib¥ttttlDg ttrMf 
reiBained quiet in tbei# barraeks ztl Lima, ite 
were empl(>yed in the siege of GaUaOi 

One of the first acts of the arbitrary diii^ti^ 
sition of the Protector of Peru ^iis the 6ij^- 
siorf of the ardhbishop« The foUoWftig ii a copy 
of the correspondent^ : 

" Minisfery of War, Limav t\^6nty-secbM 
August I82i.— Most £±ceHent SiVr-Nothingf 
is m(Hre cofnformable with the religioiis id^ib^' of 
his excellency the Protector df P^a iStStb td 
promote in ^very possible mantieir Mrhich pi^ 
denee^dicliatis those pious establishm^t^ which 
serve as it prop to public ifcorals. fiut itia ^ 
the same titne bis duty to aroM* thds^ evito 
which^ und!er a zeal for religioii> tttighS cKtis^ af 
spirit of opposition to the genisral viote of Anii^ 
ricaa In this cfiietamm are thosef holis^^ of s^- 
rkual e:i:erci86& in this 6ity ; \^hete (his excel- 
lency hBA been informed) dbuE^es of the itiidst 
serious tendency to the cause of the coun« 
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try are committed by the venerable influence of 
the priesthood. ~ : 

'' In attention to this, his excellency the Pro* 
tector conmiands me to inform your most illus- 
trious excellency, that the spiritual exercises be 
suspended for the present in those houses, un^ 
til they be placed under the direction of patriotic 
ctergymen, who may merit the confidence of the 
government^ who consult the spiritual welfare 
of the faithful, and the support of the new in- 
stitutions to which his excellency is called to 
Peru. Iihave the honour^ &c: (Sigiied) Ber- 
nardo Montea^udo.'' 

^(Answer by the archbishop.) 

^* Ever since the establishment of the houses 
(tf. spiritual exerciaeis they have been protected 
and.supported by the popes and othier prelates 
of the church, fully aware of their utility to the 
faithjul. Those founded in this city are deserv- 
ing of .<aredijt for the; copious harvest they have 
produced, in attention to ! which, without scru- 
ples of coniscience, and a ri^ of public disgust, 
it is impossible for me tox>rdeT them to be clos^ 
ed. If in them any excess be committe<i, 6t 
any confessor should: pretend to disturb the 
peape or. public order, the moment that such is 
knowTi the necessary measures shall ^be adopted 
for his punisldment, which is my reply to your 
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note of die twenty-seootid.— God preserve. Sec. 
Lima, August 26tb, 1821. (Signeid) Bartolom^/ 
Archbishop of Lima." 

(Second note from the government) 
' ^' Most Bxcellent and most lUastrions Sir, 
—On the twenty-'secoiid instant his excellency 
the Protector of Peru ordered, that you diould 
be informed of the necessity that existed of 
eliding for the present the houses of spiritual 
exercises. In that note, after expressing those 
religious sentiments which filled his bosom, and 
which he never cau belie, you are informed, 
that it was not his intention to dose them for 
any considerable length of time, to the detri- 
paent of the faithful, who derived from them 
spiritual coasdatioB, but that it was only fw 
]the present, becatise this was necessary to pub- 
tic tranquilUty, Thus his expellency observes 
with regret that yourtmost iUustnoixs excellency 
resists the fulfilment of his Older, and he coto'- 
mands €^ to inform you, that you are 'to lay 
aside all scruples of conscience >in obeying tMs 
order of the government, and those scruples 
which may afterwards present themselves with 
respect to other enters, theifidfilment of which 
will be equally necessacy . it is convenient thaft 
your exoeiUeBcy should meditate on the evils 
ihat would follow, shoiild the mostperfect har- 
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mony not exist between the civil and. ecclesi- 
astical aul^rities, and that yoii decide on.that 
Mne of conduct which you intend to adopt^.ia the 
intelligence that the orders of his excellency the 
Protector are irrevocable*. By superioir order I 
commnnicate this to your excellency for yonr 
guidance, and present my sentimenta of res^ 
pect and veneration, &:c., kc. lima, August 
27th, 1S2L (Signed) J. Garcia del Rio." 
(The archbishop's reply.) 
^' I have read with the greatest attention your 
note of the twenty-seventh of August, in which 
you commanicate to me, by order of the Protector 
of Peru, that his excellency has observed with, re-* 
gret my resistance to the fulfilment of his order, 
to close the houses of e^iritual ej^ercises: to 
remt, aqd to remonstrate, submissively are not 
the same thing: the first is the ejBket of arm^ 
and vicdence ; the second that of veneration and 
respect, when the inconveniences which, present 
themselves are expressed : in this manner my 
note was written. I have, moreover, other 
reasone for thus explaining myself~his excel- 
lency in his religious goodness had promised me 
that in ecclesiastical matters, and points of re- 
ligion, he would agree with my opinion, to the 
end that nothing should be done in violation of 
the rules of the chi{rcb* 
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- ""^ I hope these reflections will save me from 
the irksome epithet of having resisted the .(ht^ 
ders of the government, and that conseqiieatly 
the contents of my answer will not be read with 
regret. I cannot omit saying, that [with the great* 
est anguish^ and a heart swimming in bitterness, 
I have read that the government has several 
order$ to give ; and if to them I have scruplea. 
of conscience to oppose in their fulfilment, I 
decide on that tine of conduct which I intend to. 
follow, in the intelligence that the decrees which 
will be issued are to be immutable. This ad- 
vice carries with it a very elevated spirit, if we 
suppose that the orders to be given should re* 
late to religious or ecclesiastical matteis ; fcirin 
civil affairs^ and those of the government, : I 
hate signified my opinion by my prooipt: pbedi-r 
ence : and what may those, commands contain,? 
will they in any manner violate the existing 
discipline of the .church ? will . they be 
prejudicial to morality ? or will they oppose 
the maxims of the gospel .of Jesus Christ t 
Because, for these, cases, Gop has constituted ' 
bishops as ,the pastors and guards: of that 
flock which Jesus Christ, purchased at: the 
priice of .his blood, who are to shout, to whistle, 
and restr^n the ill conduct : he tells us, that 
we are not to be cowards in. the preaepce of the^ 
greatest potentates of the earth, and that, if 
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necessary, Mfe should shed ottc blood and lay 
^ovm ou|r liyes in so juet a cause ; anathema- 
tising us onthexOQtrary as dumb dogs that did 
pot barkv when the spiritual health of his flock 
was in danger. 

' ''Behold, then, that one of the principal 
obligations of i bishop is to defend with rigour 
the deposit of doctrine and faith which has been 
confided to him ; and if the threatened danger 
be from any great potentate, to remonstrate, 
with respect and submission, to the end that he 
be hot their accomplices and participators in the 
crime, by a cowardly condescension. This was 
practised by Saint John Chrysostom, with the 
.emperors of the east; by Saint Ambrose, with 
those of the west ; and by Saint Augustine with 
the pro*consuls of Africa; those were the great 
lords on earth; but notwithstanding; those 
l»i^ops remonstrated when they commanded 
any thing that might injure religion or the 
church; and is lit possible that the supreme go* 
vemment of this city shall inform the arch- 
biiShop that he is blindly to obey, and execute 
the decrees that may be given in religious and 
eccilesiastical matters, even though they disturb 
his eonscience, and appear to him to be opposed 
to orthodox doctrines, because such decrees 
are to he irresistible ? Oh ! '* irresistible de- 
crees"— this expression appears to me to be very 
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Strong, and little used by jurists and theolDgimi; 
they opine that aM humam authority, however 
great it may be, and bowerer vast and pran 
found its acquired knowledge, can never arrive 
at a degree of in£Bdlibility in its decisions ; it may 
always be deceived or deceive : consequaitly its 
Tesolutions ought never to be invariable — tik»s 
privilege the Supreme Being alone possessesv 
Fenelon and other politicians assert, that it is 
more gknrious, and a proof of a mofe elevated 
soul in that monturch or government who, con^ 
vinced of having committed an error against 
religion, reason or justice in their decrees, shall 
revoke diem, than it is never to err ; indeed to 
insist on the execution of an order,, merely be»> 
cause it has been given in despite of the ineoa- 
veniences and obstacles that have been ^owtt 
to exist ; it being opposed to morality, evai^^- 
lical doctrine, and the dispositions of the church. 
Is a most oppressive yoke. With respect to 
myself, I can assure you, that I have often re^^ 
monstrated and even exclaimed against the 
decrees of iny superiors ; who, being satisfed 
with the justness of my arguments, have ordered 
them to be revoked, or varied. When a prelate 
of the church speaks on spiritual or ecclesiasti- 
cal points, he is worthy of being listened to^ 
and his reasonings examined, because God hin^ 
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weii, by his eva^g^elist St Matfkew, Mfs, ibgt 
those who hear him hear the dimity* and that 
tliMe who despise Mm despise the S^ipreoM 
Being. 

'* Notwtthat«Qdiiig this doctdoe^ you say 
in your note that I am to obey the decree of 
the goveramcoit^ without rqdying orremon- 
strating, because they are irreyocaUe ; or tiiat 
I choose the linie of conduct i intend to adopt ; 
this I did. on the twenty-lburth of July last, when 
I put into tiie hands of his exceiLsBcy nrjr wri4^ 
ten vesignation of the archiepiscopal dignity, 
begging his aeceptanoe of it, for the reasonsr 
tiierein allied ; I also begged that he wiouid 
grant me a passport to £ul:ope by Panama, aa 
my advanced ag^^of eighty years, and consequeM 
debility, wouldinot enable me to bear the^rd^ 
dnpB irf a iiaasage by^CapeHom; liis excel- 
lency aceeded) to my solicitude, anderenpro** 
mised to procure me a vessel for my passage. 

'Mf I then made a tender of my d^oity, 
founded on the motives .there alleged, I now 
JS&f^tA it, adding to those causes that of not 
being able tto exist in* a countiy where tilie pre^ 
late of the church is forced to keep sflesice, and 
stifle the atrongest aentiments of his eonscieoce, 
and obliged to act inopi^osition to them-^I was 
born ito become a citizen of, a pd^rtiat c^imtlry ; 
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this is my only aim^ and every thing that opposes 
it, is, tome, disgusting. I hope that as soon 
as possible my resignation will be accepted^ 
that I may be relieved from a charge which has 
become insiipportable.-^Our Lord preserve your 
life for many years. 

'' Bartolom^ Maria de las Heras/' 
^'lima, Sept. 1st, 182L" 

The answer to this note set forth, that the 
urgency of public business did not allow .time 
to answer with ''victorious arguments'' the. 
archbishop's reasonings; b\it that the whole 
correspondence should be laid before the public 
for their opinion. Thisi however, ^never took 
place, but the Protector accepted the. resigna- 
tion of the archbishop, ordering his excellency 
to leave Lima within the term of forty*eighi 
hours, and to wait at Ghancay, fourteen leagues, 
from Lima, the determination of the govern- 
ment. 

On the thirteenth of November the arch- 
bishop embarked at Ghancay for Rio de Janeiro ^ 
the Protestor, as in many other cases, forgetting: 
to fulfil his promise of preparing a vessel to 
conduct hitn toPanania. I 

Before leaving Chancay, the avdibishop^ 
addressed the following letter to Lord "Cochrane : 

'^ My Dear Lord, — ^thetime is arrived for 
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i&y tatum «« Spait^ the Protector biding 
grsiiitedf to hie th^ fi^essary pataispotb. The {yo^ 
lite iitti^fibh whioh I owe to^ your €xit^\leutf, 
imd the p«6«tki# ^ufltifioatiotn^ which adorft atfd' 
(fid^ifiguji^you, oblige fl^ by thig iiieadure W 
iftatiififeBt to you my vcioBV smcere eMeew and 

^te Spaifi, if Gtod gnante that I iway arrive' 
i# dflftrty, 0¥ in any other pa^rt where I may 
ekwti 1 requiedt tlMt yot^ will deigb to^ com- 
HiaA^d Me. On leaving thds country', I anf con^ 
vincefd that its independence i& for ever sealedl 
Thill I wilt represent to the Sp&ni^h' government 
aAd fo tfafe palpal see> and I wiH alcKy do every 
tlnng to^ albate t&^ir ob^tti^ajcy; and t^ preserve- 
^ ttafii^tnlli^, and to ftrrther the views of the 
itohabitantd of America, who' are dear to me. 

" Deign, my lord, to recdifve these senti^ 
ments as emamatoig from the mncerity of my 
ttesirt ; and commatid yoifir obliged servant asxd^ 
chaplaiiv, Biartolom6 Maria de Ihs Heras« No- 
vember, 2bd, IS^'I.*' 

Om the ninths of November th^ bishop of 
Onamanga^ a native of ¥vax^ then residing 
aUt Lima, wal^ oMlered' ti> leidve- Peru within 
eijgfet days; wi<Abirt any reason bein^ acteigiied^ 
for his exile; by the autocrat of Peru. 

VOL. HI. 3 B 
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Although the Chilean sqaadron was at. this 
moment of the most vital importaace to the ope- 
rations of San Martin against the batteries of 
Callao^ yet the crews remained uapaid, and the; 
supply of provisions was so scanty, that, added 
to the general want of clothing, they were in a 
state fast approaching to open mutiny, which 
was repeatedly made known to the government 
at lima, but the knowledge of the circumstances 
produced no relief; it appeared as if San Mar- 
tin, having failed in gaining possession pf it. 
through the commander in chief, was. deter- 
mined to starve it into submission, or to drive 
it to some more desperate act. This his lord-, 
ship reported to the government, as also, that 
he could not be answerable for the conduct of 
those serving under him, unless the govemme^t 
fulfilled their part of the contract 

.On the seventeenth of August a decree ap- 
peared in the ministerial gazette, ordering, .that 
one-£fth of the duties collected at the custom- 
house should be applied to defray the .arrears 
and to the pay of the army and navy. Instead 
of quieting the crews, this news drove them 
almost to desperation,.fbr although they were not 
aware that the money assigned them was abso- 
lutely incompetent to supply the deficit, yet 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOUTH AMERICA. 371 

the idea, that even when the time had arrived 
for the fulfilment of the promise made to them 
before leaving Valparaiso, a new promise was 
made to them, the fulfilment of which must 
depend on llie receipts of the custom-house, 
was incomprehensible to men whose only argu- 
ment is, you owe me money, arid you must pay 
it me« The same decree also stated, that the 
officers belonging to the Chilean squadron were 
eqiially officers of Peru, and were to be consi- 
dered as such : yet this step was taken without 
ever consulting the will of the said officers; and 
certainly had they accepted the honourable 
distinction, it must have been at the expense of 
their oath of fidelity to Chil^ ; but the object 
was to induce them to consider themselves sub- 
ject to the order of the Protector of Peru, for 
the purpose of forming a plan yet in embryo. 

The Spanish army at Jauja, in the beginning 
of September, spread some alarm in Lima, from 
advices received of their moveriients. It ap- 
{>eared that they were determined to attack the 
capital, and on the fifth the following proclama- 
tion was issued at head quarters, by the Protec- 
tor of the liberty of Peru : " Inhabitants of Lima \ 
It appears that the justice of heaven, tired of 
tolerating for so long a time the oppressors of 
iPeru, now guides them to their destruction. 
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^^ee hppdrad ©f tjiose f?o9^9 vf}m h^i^ (cle«p- 

j^ 4e»tr(>yed so i»aijy tJ^pifSftpd^ i^f ipSQC^eft 

i»prp ^t gSaii Damian. Jf ^y a4FaiM?p ftp thifs 
«ifffal, it will ^ wM*^ the design of imfflolfttr 
Wg ypu to their yen^eiwpp ? ^^4 to fprcp ypu t9 
pufcl^afiie fit ^ jbdg^ pnpe ypur decisipp, aD4 e% 
^husis^in^ for ind^pe^dene^ : vain^ppel Th^ 
yali^qt .:^ho have ^i]:|^rated d^e i^Uist^PHs T^ima, 
t^^e ^I^p prptect h^r ii) the most difl^u^t qipr 
fn^ts, kfiQiy j^pyr to preservp her ag^icu^t th^ 
fury pf tl^p Spanififh ^rwy. Yee, iiJialjit?»ts of 
thi^ papit^l qay tjroops will npt abandon you ; 
|hey ^ud piyself are goyig to triumph over ^t 
sfffltiy whicJi, iJfeursty of pijr blood and prppc^ty, 
48 a^jY^ncipg, or we w4U pgr^sh with ^on^ur^ 
for we wi|l never witp€|3s yp^r di^T?^cpT \^ 
return to tj^^s no^jjp 4®yotic», sj^id that it may 
receive i^ favourab][e si^ccpas of w^p^ i| is 
wprtl^y, all we rpquire of you is, unip^^ Xx^^^ 
q^llity and ^capio.i^s coroperation ; t^i^ alone 
ip npppsswy to ppsure the feilicity an4 ^l?ndow 
of l^iani.r— 3aft Martiji." 

TJie 1^^^ b,efqre ti^iis prpplaflftatH)^^ wa^ 
publiehed, thp Prpt^ptq^' rqsp fronii his s^ %\ 
^he thej^tre, aftpr tl^fi perfpjrnjig^cp^ vasi Wft-= 
dH4p4« %n^ ^ wor49 ^il^ to Usiose qquta^i^ 
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lA ^ proclaiDatkm, ap^e ^ thi^ p»opl«; the 
gres(t<^<; «pt)iupia$i9 w^ ditspbtyed^ and tbe »a^ 
tjpnal hynm wa9 sving th?^e timos by all pre^ 
»Wt|* when the Protector r^red, a«d was fol* 
iQw^d to h|S' palsi^ by the mvsic and m ioh 
wm^^ cQTiQOun^ of people. 

Q^ (be seventh the surmy w^t Sai» Martm 
took the field at Mansanilla» U> tfi* eaatwaf d of 
Um^iA th0 Prot^etor ocqupying the htm house 
pf th@ sftBie iBtame» about a loltgiie from tbo 
pHy* 4U the gipiEiniardii residiog in Lima 
vwe immediately oQllected iii the co&veot of 
J^ lyjereed, to pr^veitt aay kiault froja heing 
p&iTf^dto them ; hut a folse alarm beiag giYQft 
t;Q the inhafoita»t8, that the Spaxush troqui were 
about to eftter the city, they iiooiediately sur* 
P?*Mid«d the (^oisiTent, wheie they weje with 
^ifl^ulty prevented from entering wd puttiaig 
the Spaniards t« denthf Aftjar ordeir h*d hee» 
resitoT^, th« prisoners ^«feye m»k dftwn, to 
AncQQ^ and placed on board two of th^ timsh 
portft }j\ifg there at anchor. The stat^ oi iioia 
<x];^ the sieveath wasi the i9ii03t evident proof of 
tho deteroi^iiAtiQA of the inhabitantsi to. defend 
their city ; men, women, and children o£ etery 
age, {H>lpur, and omditijQnb pwaded the aineets 
wlh wch arms aa they ^j^dd praowQ^ Hum 
k9!^^e;K Were very weleiaonesi^ fw Saa Mavtia 
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had collected the arms belonging to private 
indmduals a few. days after his arrival in 
lima. Many persons had carried to the tops of 
their houses quantities of stones, while others 
prepared pans and wood, for the purpose of 
heating water, and all were, determined to give a 
warm reception to the enemy, should they etater 
the streets of lima. 

On the evening of the ninth. Lord Cochrane 
received on board the O'Higgins an official 
communication, informing him that the enemy 
was under the wsdls of Lima, and repeating the 
request, that his lordship would send to the 
army every kind of portable arms then on board 
the squadron, as well as the marines, and all 
volunteers ; because the Protector was " deter- 
mined to bring the enemy to an action, and 
either conquer or remain buried in the ruins 
of what was Lima." This heroic note, however, 
was- accompanied by a private, one from Mon- 
teagudo, containing a request, that the boats of 
the vessels of war might be kept in readiness, 
and a look out on the beach of Boca Negra, for 
the service of those who might escape, in case of 
a defeat. 

On the morning of the tenth Lord Cochrane, 
believing that at such a moment the minci of 
Sim Martin would be too muph employed with 
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public affairs to think of private resentment, 
and that he might partake in the glories of the' 
day on shore, landed at Boca Negra; but not* 
wishing to pass through the capital, he chose the: 
road leading to La Magdalena, for the purpose 
of crossing the fields to head quarters at Man- 
sanilla. Passing near some mounds of earth/ 
called las huacas, three officers on horseback 
wfere observed standing on one of them, and his 
lordship, supposing them to belong to the Ame-: 
rican army, would have gone and asked them 
the news ; but as there was no opening in the 
tapial, or wall-fence, we rode forward and took 
a path leaiding across the fields, about three, 
hundred yaxds from the mounds. His lordship 
would not then return, but said to Capt. Crosbie, 
let us haste to head quarters; when, on looking 
to the right, we saw the Spanish infantry defil- 
ing into the lane, about five hundred yards from 
us ; Lord Cochrane immediately pressed for-: 
ward to San Martin's camp, where being imme- 
diately recognized by several officers, a murmur 
of congratulation was heard, and even Guise 
and Spry exclaimed, ^' we shall have some fight- 
ing now the Admiral is come." General las 
Heras, actii^ as general in chief, saluting 
the . Admiral, begged of him to endeavour to 
persuade the Protector to bring the enemy to 
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an action. His lofdslnp then toit itp t<y the 
hottse^ and alightingy was received by 8an M»- 
tin. Lord Cochrane immediately took the Pro- 
tector by the hand, and in the most earliest 
manner entreated him to attack the enemy with- 
out losing a singie moment ; bis entreaties, how-^ 
erer, were in vain, the only answer be received 
was, *' my me^isures are taken, ms meadow 
e$t&n tamadiur Notwitbstaoidm^ tbis a{»sdiy, his* 
lordship remonstrated, stating the situation in 
which 1% had not five miantes before observed 
the enemy's infantry, and begged of tkePiso- 
tector to ascend an eminence at ibe back of die 
hoase, and convince himself how easily: tbe vic-» 
tory might be obtained; bat be only received 
the same cold reply, ^' mis medklaiSf est^ fioma<» 
das^** At this instaait the clanu>ur of the offiv 
cers in thepatio of the house ronsed San Maartin; 
be called for his horse and mounted^ in a 
nsoment all was bustle, and the anticipated 
glow of viet(^ shone in every comrtensance ; 
the order '' to arms'^ vras given, and kstaslldy 
obeyed by the whole army, whiich amounted 
to about twelve thousand nten, inehiding tiie 
Gioerilla parties, all anxious to begin the figtrty 
z»A alS; determined eithar to oonqner or to* die. 
The Protector beckoned to the Admiaral and 
fireHCval las Heras^ who immediately Deft the 
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group of officers with whom they were con* 
y^magf s^d rode up to the Protector, hoping 
thAt he wu either about to consult them re« 
speeting the attack, or to inform them how it 
was to be conducted-^but, at this moment, a 
peasant entered the patio, and walked towards 
Bdn Martin, who with most unparalleled com-r 
pomxte lent an attentive ear to his important 
comiQunicatioQs. He told the Protector of the 
liberties of Peru, that on the preceding day he 
had seen the enemy, that they were a great 
mfmyf but that he did not know their exact 
oumber, not being able to count them. These 
and other sudi important advices were re- 
cei^^; hie excellency also questioned him 
as to his situatkrn in life, and the particular em^ 
ployment be followed ; whether or not he was 
mwried, bow many chHdrei9i he had, and other 
things eciusally ioter^ting to % general, when the 
eneixiy wa^ in j^ight. As an irrefragable proof 
of the patriotism of this Peruvian peasants he 
took from his pocket a piece of dry bread, tmd 
assured his excellency that he had travelled 
from his home to Manaajnilla, to report what 
he knew of the enemy without having tasted 
it ; this was am opportunity not to be lost, in 
which the greatness of the hero of South Ame- 
rican independence might display that coolness 
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in the face of an enemy so peculiarly characte- 
ristic of great men ; he praised the patriotic 
virtues of the peasant, and promised him bis 
protection: The Admiral being disgusted with 
this mummery, and highly exasperated at so 
unnecessary a waste of time, half unsheathed 
his swdrd ; he bade the peasant be gone ; 
adding, '^the general's time is too important 
to be thtis employed in listening to your fool- 
eries." At this indecorous interruption, San 
Martin frowned (as when he chobses he c^ it 
frown) on the Admiral, and riding up to the 
door of the house he alighted, went in and gave 
audience to some old women who had come to 
solicit the discharge of their sons or nephews, 
to all whom his excellency listened with his 
accustomed dignity and condescension. 

Lord Cochrane and a great number of the 
officers again ascended th^ hill at the back of 
the house, and his lordship afterwards requesting 
a private conference with San Martin, (which 
was the last time he ever spoke with him) he 
assured him that it was not too late to attack the 
enemy ; he begged and entreated that the op- 
portunity might not be lost, and offered himself 
to lead the cavalry; but to all this he only 
received the.cold reply, " I alone am responsible 
for the liberties of Peru, yo solo soy responsablc 
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4e la Uhertad del, Peru T when the Protector 
retired to an inner apartment of the house, to 
enjoy his customary eiesta^ afternoon nap> which 
was. however disturbed by General las Heras, 
who came to receive orders, and inform his 
excellency that the army was still under arms. 
San Martin observing that it was four o'clock, 
the supper hour for his soldiers, ordered that 
they. should receive their rations. 

When San Martin assured Lord Cochrane 
that ** he alone was responsible for the liberty 
of Peru,'' his lordship, convinced that any 
future attempt would be attended with the same 
success, mounted his horse; but Captain Cros-^ 
bie^ still hoping that something would take place, 
requested permission to remain at head quarters, 
which being granted, we rode down to Boca 
Negra, and embarked. 

The British ship of war the Superb was at 
this time in the bay of Callao, and several of 
the officers, expecting to see the decisive blow 
struck in Peru, repaired to San Martin's head 
quarters, and were ~ astounded at thecpdness 
of a general, who, commanding twelve thousand 
men, should first abandon a favourable position 
in which he might have intercepted the march 
of the. Spaniards, and then see an enemy com- 
posed of three thousand .two hundred men 
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jK^m without any hmd^xanefe, ftay, without m 
aingle »hot being fired, or without one attempt 
b^iog mado to bring them to aotion. 

After Cm^tarac had led his troopa iuU> the 
batt^ried of Callao, iu a tbaoner that would 
h^ve dode bomour to a Napoleon^ the rejoicing 
wae^ aftuouuced by the firing of guus^ and other 
detiioQ9triition3> which would haVe harassed 
the soul of any leader^ exoepting that of the 
prud^ut San Martin. The Ametican army 
inarched to their old camp at the Legua> be-* 
tween Wma and Callap^ 

On the morning; of the eleventh, Don Fernando 
Mago, whQ had been permitted by Lord Coch- 
rane to lemd at Callao from (he English brig 
Colonel AUen^ came on board the O'Higgins^ 
land asked hid lerdahip> '' if on the preotding 
day he had observed some Officers on the 
buaQW?" '*YeSk" returned his lordshi|k "They 
were/' naid Ma3o, '' General Cantarae and his 
two edecans/' Thus it was erideati that h^ 
the admiral rode up to them^, as he. at first 
intendedjL he would in all prol^bility have beeo 
taken prisoner^ for neither himself nor any 
one with him had aay other arms thaki; their 
swords* Oil the evening of the eleventh Lord 
Cochrane received an official comrannieatida 
from Sttn Martm, stotii^^ ''I have taken 
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such !Stosirarrei»> that not one of the etetiif can 
Mcape; by shutting themselves up in the bat- 
teries of CallaOj they hare delivered themselves 
up to me^ and not one of them ahall escape/^ 
But> to the mrprise of all unacquamted with 
the eonsommate prudence of the Protector^ 
Cantarac left the batteries ou the seventeenth 
early in the morning, and having crossed the 
Rimaci marched without any molestation into 
the ititerior; nothing was doue or attempted, 
except that eight hundred men were ordered to 
follow him and harass his redr, and protect 
such soldiers as might desert. 

Thus General Cantarac, with three thousand 
two hundred men, passed to the southward of 
Lima, in sight of the protecting army of Peru, 
composed of twelve thousandi entered the hat* 
teries of Oallao, where he refreshed and rested 
his troops for si^ days, and then retired^ taking 
with him arms and treasure^ and retreating with 
his booty on the north side of Lima, leaving the 
victorious San Martin to publish the following 
proclamation, which appeared in the ministerial 
gazette on the nineteenth r 

*'It is now fifteen days since the liberating 
army left the capital^ re^iolved not to permit 
that even the shadow of the Spanish flag should 
again darken the illustrious city ol Lima. The 
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enemy haughtily descended the mo^tains,: fil- 
led with the calculations they ^ had w fonned in 
their ignorant . meditations ; they fancied^ that 
to come. and to view our- camp was enough to 
conquer us ; but they found valour armed with 
pn^dence ; they acknowledged their inferiority ; 
they trembled at the idea of the hour of battle^ 
and profited by the hour of darkness ; [from 
eleven to three o'clock in the day!] and they 
sought an asylum in jCallao. My :army began 
its march, and at the end of eight days of un- 
certainty, the enemy has had to fly precipi^ 
tately, convinced of their impotency to .try the 
fortune of war, or to r<emain ; in the position 
which they held. 

" The desertion which they experience en- 
sures us, that, before they reach the mountains, 
there will only exist a handful of men, terrified 
and confounded with the remembrance of the 
colossal power which they had. a year ago, . and 
which has now disappeared like the fury of the 
waves of the sea at the dawn of a serene 
morning. The liberating army pursues the fu- 
gitives; they shall be dissolved or beaten. At 
all events the capital of Peru shall; never be 
profaned with the footsteps of the enemies of 
America : this truth is peremptory : the Spanish 
empire is at end for ever : Peruvians, your des^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOUTH AMSRICA. 38$ 

tiny is irrevocable ; consolidate it by the con- 
stant exercise of those virtues which you have 
shewn in the epoch of conflicts. You are inde- 
pendent^- and nothing can prevent your being 
happy, if you will it so to be. San Martin.*' 

It would be an act of injustice not to mention 
here, that General las Heras, wounded to the 
very soul at the conduct of San Martin, which 
cannot possibly bear any other epithet than that 
of cowardice, left the service of Peru, or rather 
of the Protector of Peru, and requested his 
passportto Chile, which was . granted. His 
example was followed by several officers of the 
army, who, disgusted with what had taken 
place, preferred obscurity, and even poverty, 
to that odious title which every true soldier and 
patriot detests. 

Had the force under General Cantarae been 
attacked^ it must have been beaten : the infe- 
riority of it in every point, except discipline,, 
ensured success to the patriot arms : these 
were treble the number of the enemy, fresh, 
vigorous,: and enthusiastic ; enjoying the op- 
portunity of choosing the most advantageous 
poikions, and in sight of the capital of the coun- 
try, whose liberty they had sworn to defend ; 
while the Spanish division was harassed with a 
long march, without any personal incitement^ 
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and nothiag before tbem but th« pr^Mppect of ft 
few days' re$t, aod «t r^tora to tbe interiar, 
ija which they koew^ that bestid^ tbe growd 
they trod o», na qi^ iu th»t part of the 
globe acknowledged th^r dominfttioQ, ot obeyed 
their eomipands. If it be wk^, who is 
blaiQaai>le for thi« derelietiofi of duty to the 
oauBe of American liberty ? I mm% su»swer« Sq» 
Martial The Spaniardi^ them^elve^ ^onf&m^ 
that had the djvi&ion uiider Cautarac bee^ de^ 
Stpoyed on the tenth of Septembear^ they shouki 
ba^e Ipat all hope^ of re^c(mqumog;tbe eom^tryj 
and f^ould have iowned^ately negociated in thQ 
mo»i hoooMrable l^ims poai^le for themse}?^ 
cyu} aband-waed Amerkja^ Coowquently, the 
tor? eirits of blopd whi<jb have beep ^bed in Per^ 
since the tenth of September J 82} ; t^ xniaedi^ 
ajad privatioasof thoueanda io that portion of the 
uew world; the di$alSsctiQii of the natives to the 
juat mm^ of the«r cpimtry, a^ their serviee? ta 
tb^.Spa«ji9h 1^^!9 ; the nocessity of %i umj 
fmm ColeoiJ^ia to save Pera itom em igaomiomui 
8«ibjeetion to her aacient oppressors; all owe 
their origim to the su^jcess q( tbe Spanish divjr 
sioo 9a this ^, vfUch, althoi^ iSaxfy obta»i0d 
^o deci^ve victory, acwmplished the objod; 
inrhieh brought ith^n from the iaterior. 

FefKHDg a f ei^tns^ at Jbima, on tbe ^pri^icth 
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of tlie Spanhh troops under General Cantarac, 
the titeiasures belobgitig to tte government, as 
well as the pto{>erty ofi!nany faidividuals, had 
been ^lit down to Ancoh and embarked, not on 
board the Chilean frigate Iiautaro, then at an- 
eiior in that port, but in several merchant ves- 
Beh, to previent theiA felling into the hands 6f 
the enemy. On the fifteenth of Septenlber Lord 
Cochrane received a letter from Captain Delano, 
who commanded the Lautaro, informing him 
that the state of insubordination in the remains 
of the crew of the L&utaro had risen to a very 
high pitch; for they observed the daily em- 
barkation t>f money in the different merchant 
vessels, and this indicated, as they supposed, 
the jeopardy in which San Martin was placed 
with the army ; that they saw no probability 
Aeir arrears would ever be paid ; that should 
the enemy be successful they would be con- 
strained to continue in the service, under a pro- 
longation of the sufferings they had already expe- 
rienced ; and that on this account he dreaded 
a mutiny, and consequent plunder of the vessels 
in the bay. 

On hearing this Lord Cochrane went down 
to Ancon in the O'Higgins, and personally, be- 
fore witnesses, sent on bdard the flag ship all 
the treasures found on board the different ves« 
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sels, belonging apparently to the state of Peru, 
leaving all such as had been embarked by indi- 
viduals, having the customary documents, and 
for which his lordship took the necessary cer* 
tificates to prove that such sums had remained 
untouched. His lordship at the same time in- 
formed such persons as claimed any property, 
and many others at Ancon, that his only object 
was to possess himself of such money or trea- 
sures as belonged to the. government of Peru ; 
aud that whatever belonged to private indivi- 
duals should be restored, on application being 
made by the owners ; a^ was the case with Dr. 
Unanue, Don Ju^n Aguero, Don Manuel Silva, 
Don Manuel Primo, and several others. After 
having given up all the claimed money, two 
hundred and eighty-five thousand dollars re- 
mained on board the flag. ship. They were imr 
mediately applied to the payment of one year's 
arrears to every individual excepting the Ad- 
miral, who declined receiving any part of what 
was due to him; the surplus was reserved for 
the repairs of the squadron, and its equipment, 
and the most rigid account was kept of the 
several disbursements, and given in to the 
Chilean government. 

After the return of his lordship to Gallao, a 
long correspondence took place with San Martin 
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respecting the property taken at Ancon. The 
General requested, and entreiated in the most 
urgent terms the restoration of the treasure, 
promised the faithful fulfilment of all his former 
engagements, and that the return of this money 
was merely insisted on to sare the credit of 
the government. The Admiral answered, that 
the means for the fulfilment of his engage- 
ments were now ready, and that by sending a 
commissioned officer, on board to be a witness 
to the proper distribution ; that this being public 
would certainly save the credit of the govern- 
ment with those individuals to whom it was most 
indebted, and that the landing of the money 
would only be an increase of labour, because 
the persons to whom it was due were not x)n 
shore. 

San Martin then asserted, that the money 
taken at Ancon was all that the government was 
in possession of, for the most indispensable 
daily expenses ; but to this bis lordship repliedf, 
that had he known that the treasure placed on 
board the schooner Sacramento, for the admis- 
sion of which, in silver, the captain asserted 
that he had to throw overboard part of his bal- 
last, besides seven surrones (bags made of hide) 
of doubloons, and a quantity of briite goId> was 
not the property of the gbvernmetit but of his 



Digitized by 



Google 



dg8 TIU¥I»9 Q' 

excf Uencyi he should cei^tftialy hay^ seis;^ it, 
and retamad it until pfoperly claim/ed, Sa^ 
MartjuQ^ ^fter ailing himself of every possibly 
argument with the Admiral^ a4dre0^d a pro- 
clamation to the seamen and mjarines. which by 
his k)rdsl)ip's ordor was distributed onboard 
the vessels of war ; birt pipduoiog no favour*^ 
able effi^ct^ the Protector* knowing that the 
payments had begmi, wrote to the Admind>. say- 
ing that ''he i^ight employ the money as be 
thought most prpper*" 

After the departure of Cantarae ft*om OaJJao 
on the seventeenths I^ord Cochraiie was ibformed 
of the state of the batteries, and proposed 
to the Governor General La ]VIar terms of capi- 
tulation} they were, tbat the. fortifications of 
Callao should be surrendered to the Chilean 
flag; that pne third of the private property in 
the batteries should be given up^ foif the pur** 
pose of paying the arrears of the crews of the 
Chilean vessels of war ; that the owners ^ould 
be allowed to leave the battenes.with the ce- 
mainder, tmd that at thdf own expense vessels 
should be procured to carry them either to Eu- 
rope or to any cri;her place. 

When these terms were o& the point of 
boing acceded to, the Protector (who had dso 
beetx negociating with the governor) was in- 
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% m$d of tlt6 terms offered by th« Admiral ; 
and QQ. the fo^img of the twentiet^i Colonel 
Gijii^o W9S qommiapieaaed to. iiocede to such 
as General La Mar should propose, whicb 
were QativrftUy the most honourable, and most 
provable tOi the Spaniardsu At tei^ o'clock on 
thi^ mc^niug of the twenty-^flrsik the American 
troops entered the castles, and l|he Peruvian, 
%gW|is hc^$ted^ On the san^e day the name 
of the Eeal Felipe wa& changed into that of 
Castilladelalndependencia; that of San Mi- 
guel, lAto CastiUp del Sol ; and that of San 
Rafael into Castillo deStota Rosa. 

Although the trihmaals of purification^ estab- 
liab^ by General Caritali in Upper Peru> and 
in Chile by the President Marco, had lie^i so 
oppreasive, and had been so reprobated as un- 
just and tyranpical by the Americans> one wa» 
eatabliahfid in Lima by San Martin on the twen- 
ty^seventh of September, for the purpose of ex- 
amining the past conduct of the Spaniards, vAlo 
relying on the promises repeatedly made by San 
Martin, had remained in Peru, and taken the 
oath of independence* This proceeding was 
aggraviuted on the twenty-seventh by a procla- 
mation, stating that '' no Spaniard shoirid Jeave - 
hjs house, under any pretence whatever, after 
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sunset (oraciohes) under tiie penalty of confisca- 
tion of his property, and exile from the country:'^ 
some few exceptions however were added to 
this protectoral decree. 

The foreign, seamen who were all paid at 
Gallao, except the crew of the Valdivia, who 
deserted their ship at Ancon, preferring a reli- 
ance on the promises of San Martin to the cer- 
tainty of being paid out of the money taken 
for this purpose, were allowed to go on shore^ 
and after waiting for a few days his lordship 
sent Lieutenant Wynter to engage such as were 
willing to continue in the service of Chile, 
when, to the utter astonishment of every one, 
h^ was arrested by the order of San Martin, 
and sent to the castle, but owing to the ener- 
getic official communication of the Admiral he 
was liberated on the following day. 

The same persevering spirit to destroy the 
Chilean squadron Was sttil visible in the' conduct 
of the Protector of Peru. Every officer who 
abandoned the vessels of war was received 
under the flag of I^etu, and many were pro- 
moted, amounting in the whole to sixteen, being 
four captains, three lieutenants, two nkasters, 
three pursers, two officers of marines, and two 
surgeons ; besides the captains of the Valdivia 
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and 6alvarino» with five officers belonging to 
the former. The seamen who had been paid 
were allured to remain on shore, in hopes of 
the year's pay as a premium ; and when ^ an 
officer from the very vessels of war whose co- 
operation had placed San Martin at the head 
of the Peruvian government went ashore for 
the purpose of recruiting foreign seamen for the 
future operations of the squadron, against the 
two Spanish frigates still in the Pacific, he was 
incarcerated. But the most infamous transaction 
that can possibly blacken the character of a 
ruler took place on the night of the twenty-^ 
sixth. 

At midnight Lord Cochrane was informed 
that Colonel Paroissien and Captain Spry had 
been on board the brig of war, Galvarino^ aind 
shortly afterwards Captain Simpson of the 
Araucano came on board the flag ship, and 
delivered . to his lordship the paper which he 
had received from these two honourable gentle* 
men; stating, that the squadron of Chile was 
under the command of the General in chief, and 
not under that of the Admiral, who was an 
inferior, officer in the service ; and that, conse-- 
quently, it was the duty , of the captains aftd. 
commanders to obey the orders they might 
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receive firom San Martita. After leaving thife 
Araucano, the Itwo edecanes^ military and naval, 
Went on board the Valdivia> wbeird thi^y found 
Captain Ctosbie of the flag dhip^ on a ti^t td 
Captain Cobbett of the Valdivia. 

After delivering to Cai^ain Cobbett a paper 
tBimilar in import to the one left with Captain 
Simpsdn, the tvPH> gentlemen began to e>cpati^t6 
oh the munificence and liberality of their em- 
ployer ; the preference which an officer ought t6 
give to the service of a rich and extensive state 
to that of Chile, which must necessarily dwindle 
into its former insignificance, and becothe tri- 
butary to Peru for its support ; that the author 
tity of the Protector of Peru over the whole of 
the Chilean forces was -unquestionable, and it 
consequently became the duty of every officer 
belonging to the expeditionaiy forces to obey 
the orders of their general in chief. On being 
asked, if, for disobedience of orders dr mutinous 
conduct^ they should subject themselves to a 
court martial by the order of the Admiral, 
whether the authority of the Protector would 
ensure to them a favourable sentence or an 
honourable acquittal, they became silent This 
was bringing the argument too close^ and per- 
haps the idea of a trial and a sentence were not 
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Tery congenial to the feelings of the nocturnal 
commissioners, at that time '' in or belonging 
to'* the squadron of Chile. Perceiving that the 
result was not likely to answer their expecta- 
tions, and that Captain Crosbie had left them 
on board the Valdivia and gone to the flag^ship, 
they judged it more prudent to visit the Admi- 
ral, than to run any risk of being compelled to 
do it At one o'clock the boat came alongside, 
and Colonel Paroissien requested an interview 
with his lordship, which was granted; but 
Captain Spry justly thought himself more 
secure in the boat, and remained there. After 
some extraordinary conversation between Lord 
Cochrane and Paroissien, who regretted and 
lamented in the most pathetic manner, ^* that 
the present unlucky difference between the two 
chiefs should deprive his lordship of the en- 
joyment of the command of the Peruvian navy, 
(which did not exist) and the possession of pro- 
perty in Peru, which it was the intention of the 
Protector to present to him," his lordship put a 
stop to the harangue, and said, smiling, *\1 do 
not doubt your wishes for my prosperity, Paro- 
issien, but at present I know you would rather 
join me in a bottle of wine than be obliged to 
continue in your regret and lamentation.'^ 
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A&BT drinkifig m glaas or two of wioe^ Colonel 
PairoiBli^ embarked ia his boat and pulled 
eahore* more bappy no doubt wben under the 
gUM of the batteries of Gallao than alongside 
tbeO'Higgins. 

San Martin having failed in this Itet honour'^ 
abto attempt to seduce the officers belonging to 
the state of Chile, and fearing that the publicity 
of the act might induce the people of Peru 
to be on the alert, ordered Lord Cochrane,' in 
the moist peremptory manner, to leave the bay 
of Callao, with the vessels under his command^ 
being persuaded, that, for :want of European 
Seaman, it would be impossible to do so ; but on 
the sixth of October, eight days after his notifi<» 
eation, the whole of the vessels of war, with 
two priees> weighed simultaneously, and stood 
out of the bay. 

Having come to an anchor at Ancon, his 
lordship ordered the Lautaro and Galvarino to 
proceed on the eighth to Valparaiso; and the 
O'Higgins, Independencia,Valdivia, Auraucano, 
and prizes San Fernando and Mercedes weighed 
and sailed for Guayaquil, where the Admiral 
had determined to repair^ and refit for a cruise 
on the coast of MeisttCQ, in search of tlie two 
Spanish frigates* 
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On the fifteenth we reached the Pund in the 
river Guayaquil, and on the eighteenth came to 
an anchor close to the city, where the squadron 
was saluted with twenty-one guns, and the 
compliment was returned with an equal number. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



ReTolation and State of Gnajraqml Sqoadroa leafes lalaiid of CooM 

Bay of FonflMa Viaiton from the Shore Leave Fonaeea...... 

Vokano Arrive at Aa^co General Waevell and Colonel O'ReUIj 

...Letter from Itnrlnde Leave Acapuloo. Description of......Gale 

of Wud off Tehuantepec Taaunea or Ateamea Newa of theEnemj 

Arrive at t&e Psaik Gnayaquil Lord Cochrane hoists the 

Chilean Flag in the Vengansa^... .Conduct of the People at Guayaqoil... 

Treaty with the Government Letter from GeneFal La Mar......Lea,v* 

Goayaqnily and arrive at Hnambacho Callao. 

GruAYAQuiL> early in the morning of the 
ninth of October, 1820, effected her glorious 
revolution. The officers belonging to the Peru- 
vian garrison, and many of the principal inha- 
bitants, had, during the preceding night, formed 
the plan, and at daybreak the governor and 
several other Spaniards were embarked on 
board the schooner Alcance, and sent to the 
head quarters of the army under General San 
Martin. 

During the first month after the revolution 
Guayaquil experienced the oppression of its 
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governor Escobedb^ who, being at the head 
of the military force, constituted Himself the 
'supreme political and military chief; but the 
cabildo circulated the necessary convocation 
for a meeting of the deputies of the differ- 
ent towns: ihey met, and Escobedowas de- 
posed, and sent to San Martin's head quar- 
ters. A Junta was now formed of three indi- 
viduals, by the general vote of the deputies ; 
at the head, as president, was placed Dn 
Olmedo, the other two being Ximena and Ro- 
ca, who were governing the province on our 
arrival ; but the people were very much divided 
in their opinions. Some were in favour of an 
incorporation with Peru, under San Martin ; 
ethers with Colombia, under Bolivar; while 
a third party were equally loud in favour of 
absolute independence, and seemed to support 
iOieir. opinions with the most soUd arguments. 

A division of the Colombian army was 
stationed, at this time, at Babaoyo, com- 
manded by General Sucre, vnth the view of 
invading Quito as soon as the season should 
permit ; yet, excepting such troops as had been 
sent from Guayaquil, and placed tinder the 
command of General Sucre, ibe armed force 
WM under the direction of the government ; but 
the fear of being invaded by the Spaniards 
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under Aymerich, the preaident of Quho^ 
very visible, aiid» as a defence to the city, a 
' iarge fosse had beea cut to the northward erf* 
Cuidad Vie^a. 

The arrival of the Chilean vesddb of wat 
gave the government of GuayaquD an opportar 
nity of ^dr^asii^ thoBMelvea to the Quitenoa, 
'^ assuring them^ that Peru waa entirely free, 
and that the liberating naval force had arrived 
at Guayaquil for the pifoteetion of thai: part of 
the new world." This was a ruse de guerre net 
uneommon in the new w<»rld, and uisder omilar 
circuinatances practised even in the old. Ofi 
otHT arrival General S^ere sent Cdoaiel Ifaieirra 
to compIimeBt Lord Cochrane^ aa the hero cf the 
Pacific, the magnasnmous supporfter of Gdom^ 
bian liberty. 

The repairs of the vessels of w»r being cem*' 
pleted so fejT as they could be, on the first ^ 
December we kft Guaysopiil, but te our great 
annoyanoe we founds that ^[^ leak m the O'Wsg^ 
gins wias ais bad as efer ; mdeed, such was 
the slate ef tihis frigate^ that ever sinoe our 
arrival at Pisco a hundred and fifty men best 
beion conotantly kept at the panipa 

It may^fae asserted,^ lliat no expedfticn ever 
left: port imder such peculuniy^disadva»tagee«if 
Vteamstsmae&astfiepieseat Tbeflag-shqiwas 
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M rickety as an old basket; indeed it need 
only be tokl, that Bbe was a Russian built fir 
vessel, nine years old, and was one of those pre* 
sented by the Emperor to the King of Spain. 
Scarcely a bolt could be found that was not 
loose> her foremast and bowsprit were both 
rotten in the step, the dry rofhad taken pes- 
segsiQU of the greater part of her timbers; 
and, it may be added, her crew was composed 
of every thing but sailors; for we had only 
thirteen men on board who could be said to 
merit the name, especially if we except the 
officers* Such was her state, that when his 
lordship was asked at Guayaquil, by a gen- 
tleman, if he would come into action with the 
Spanish frigate Prueba ?— " yes," he answered, 
" I will lay the O'Higgins alongside the Prueba, 
and tell our crew that on board the enemy there 
are no pumps ; this will be quite sufficient to 
secure the victory." The crews of the Indepen- 
dencia, Valdivia, and Araucano were composed 
of the same materials as that of the O'Higgins. 
They had just a sufficient number of seamen 
to steer them^ natives of different parts of Ame- 
rica, marines and runaway negroes, with about 
half their complements of officers ; yet such was 
the persevering spirit of the Admiral, and such 
his determination to extinguish the last remains 
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of the Spanish naval force in the Pacific^ that 
his only wish was to come to close quarters with 
them. 

Having left the Guayaquil river, we touched 
at a small port in the province of Guayaquil, 
called Salango, where we watered the ships, 
not having done this before because his lordship 
wished to drop down the river as light as pos- 
sible ; besides, at the Fund it is very difficult 
to procure a sufficient quantity oifgoorf water. 
On the eleventh, we reached the small island 
of Cocos, so called from the abundance of palms 
which grow there. Lord Cochrane landed, and 
a Felucca hove in sight; a signal was im- 
mediately made to the Yaldivia to chase, and 
having captured her, she proved to be a deserter 
from Gallao. The men on board informed his 
lordship, that after the departure of the Chilean 
vessels of war, San Martin not only objected to 
pay them their arrears, even those who left the . 
Valdivia at Ancon without the year's pay 
given to the rest, and the reward or premium 
promised, but the foreign seamen at Callao, who 
had served in the Chilean fleet, were pressed 
into the service of Feru. 

The felucca had been thus manned and sent 
to the Chorillos, to prevent all kinds of smug- 
gling ; but she had taken up a cargo of contra- 
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band goods, part of which were still on boards 
When the captain was on shore, the crew rose, 
and took possession of the vessel, which they 
immediately named the Retaliation, and went 
to sea. Their pretence was, that they were in 
search of the squadron; this was ridiculous ; 
but as ttiey had committed no depredations 
his lordship did .not feel himself ^ justified 
in punishing them, hut allowed them after- 
wards to escape from the vessels of war. 
On the fourteenth we mac^e the coast ^f Mexi- 
co, the leak of the O'Higgins. incre^ing daily, 
and on the nineteenth we , fortunately entered 
the bay of Fonseea or Amapalla, with five feet 
water in the hold, the pujnps choaked and 
worn out, without a carpenter on board, without 
buckets to bale her, and without a cooper ; some 
beef casks were sluiig, and by using every 
exertion, the frigate was brought to an anchor 
under a small island in the bay. Two pumps 
were now taken, out of the Valdivia,.but they 
proved to be too short for the O'Higgins. Under 
these circumstances his lordship ordered two 
holes to be cut through her sides, on a level 
with the birth deck, and two; old . pumps were 
placed in them to carry off the water. She 
was thus kept from sinking ; but on ex- 
amining the magazine a great part of the 

. VOL. III. 3 F 



Digitized by 



Google 



Va TRAVBLS IN 

powder had been dama^d by the Water^ and' 
the remainder was taken on ahore and exposed' 
in the sun to dry* 

While at anchor here^ a canoe came to the 
itilandi having two indians on boards and a: 
young mw of a respectable appearance, whot 
informed me> that every thing was in the most 
perfect state of tranquillity in Mexico, and all' 
under the regularly established royal authori- 
ties. The fact was, the young man had been- 
sent from San Miguel^ to learn who and what 
we were ; but of this, by order of the Admiral# 
I kept him ignorant, and be began to fear, on. 
hearing the Spanish language spoken, that ouri. 
was a Spanish force sent from Manilla. After 
conversing a considerable time, and having been 
repeatedly assured by him that all was under 
the kingly authority in Mexico, I asked him 
why he bore the tri-coloured ribbon in his hat; 
he blushed, hesitated, and then said, '4t is 
too late to deceive yoil, the whole of Mexico 
is independent of Spain ; Mexico declared itS; 
independence on the thirteenth of June last, 
Guadalai^ara on the fourteenth. Tepee on the; 
seventeenth, and San Bias on the nineteenth ;. 
the provinces of Guadalaxara, Tlascala, Guana* 
juato, Puebla, Zacatecas, Oajaca^ ValladoUd^ 
Bajio, Purnandia, and Vera Cruz^ have alsQ; 
declared themselves independent of the capital. 
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') AW things being ready, we left, the bay of 
jFonseca on the twenty-eighth of December^ 
And on the following night and the five success 
isive ones> we were delighted with the sight of 
H Yolcano in its greatest state of activity. The 
streams of ignited lava rolled down the sides, 
and at intervals enormous masses of fiery mat* 
ter were throHvn into the air, and fklling on the 
jsidea of the mountain rebounded and fell 
to the bottom. 

We calculated that our distance from th^ 
mountain was about thirty miles; we were 
sometimes nearer to it. From its situation we 
x^onceived it to be Sari Miguel el Viejo, but of 
this were not quite certain. We sailed along 
the coast, which is generally very bold; in 
isomepttrts the forests extend to a consider** 
able distance from the sea side, and near to the 
coast are a great abundance of cocp-nut palms ; 
from some of them we procured nuts, but 
they were very small, perhaps from a want of 
salt at the roots of the trees. This supposition 
is founded on the fact, that I have seen at dif- 
ferent place*, where the palms do not grow 
near th^ sea, that the proprietors had occa- 
sionally put a quantity of salt to the roots, with- 
out which they produced no fruit. In other 
parts tb^ Coast was intersected with small ra- 
jmpr hmmg generally a streaio of wate* 
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in each, aud some few huts were scattered 
about on the sides* At one of these places^ 
called San Pedro, two indiians came on board 
in their canoe, and brought us some eggs and 
capsicum pods ; for which they were presented 
in return with biscuit and tobacco, and they 
seemed highly pleased with the exchange. They 
were both of them low in stature, but very mus- 
cular; their features and complexion much 
resembling those of the Indians on the coast of 
Peru ; but they could neither of.them speak a 
word of Spanish, nor could we understand any 
part of their diialect. 

Oh the twenty-seventh of January, 1 822, we 
made the mouth of the port of Acapulcd, where 
we found the brig Araucano, and schooner Mer- 
cedes ; the former having been sent a-head to 
watch the entrance to the harbour, and the lat- 
ter to Realejo to obtain infdrmiation respecting 
the Spanish frigates; but unfortunately no in- 
telligence had been received, except that they 
had sailed from Acapulco on the third of Decem- 
ber, with a secret destination. On the evening 
of the same day we entered and came to an 
anchor, and his lordship was honoured with a 
visit from a deputation sent by the governor in 
the name of his most serene highness Don Agus- 
tiu de Iturt)ide, then President of Mexico; arid 
of the bishop of Guamanga, who had been exiled 
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from. Peru by the Protector, San Martin/ and 
who fortunately had been appointed by the go* 
vernment of Mexico to the see of Pueblade 
los Angeles, having; exchanged a bishopric of 
twelve thousand dollars a yeai* for one of forty; 
The . President Iturbide had been apprized of 
the. arrival of Lord Cochrane on the Mexican 
coasts by General Waevell and Colonel O'Reilly; 
two officers: whom the government of Chile had 
promoted, and to whom they had given pass- 
ports, judging, that their, services to the state 
were not tantamount to theirpay. 

When at Guayaquil we met* with these two 
gentlemen. They had impressed the government 
yrith the hoiE^x, that they were ambassadors froni 
Chile to the newly-established authorities in 
Mexico; but unfortunately the dates of their 
passports by the , Chilean government were 
prior to the news of the establishment of the 
new authorities in Mexico. , Aftier this anachro- 
nism was discovered. Lord Cochrane requested 
the government to close the port until the Chi- 
lean vessels of war should be. ready to sail, to 
which they agreed: this was done to prevent 
any intelligence being given tOt the common 
enemy. The ambassadors remonstrated^ and the 
government, not wishing to offend that of Chile, 
was intimidated ; but, when Lord Cochrane re- 
quested that they would shew their credentials. 
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the whole hoax became public. Owing to oulr 
^elay o^ the coaat they had arrived first at Aca-*^ 
pulco, aqd| in revQpge for the disclosure made 
;ftt Guayaquil, they had reported both by letter 
and persoually to the Mexican government^ 
that Lord Cochrane had possessed himself, in a 
mutinous manner, of the Chilean squadron, 
plundered the vessels belonging to the govern^ 
ment of Peru, committed innumerable piracies 
at sea, and was coming on the coast of Mexico 
to repeat such atrocities ; however, at Ama* 
palla I met with her excellency Dona Oregoria 
Qainsa^ the lad;f of the present Captain*general 
of Guatemalaf who was at Guayaquil when the 
disclosure was made, and when I informed her 
that I suspected they would arrive first, her 
I^usbaud bad reported the whole of the transac- 
tion to the Mexican government. The infor-i 
matipn given by Waevell and O'Reilly had, to 
our surprize, when we arrived at Acapulco, 
eaused the fort to be strictly guarded, and after* 
wards a subsequent reinforcement entered the 
town. Thus notwithstanding the politeness of 
the governor a suspicious reserve was at first 
yisible, This, however, in a short time wore 
off, and the most solemn assurances were given' 
by the governor of the wish of his Serene High«; 
ne^s Iturbide to cultivate the friendship of the 
^vernmeqts on the southern cojitinentof eman* 
cipated America. 
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" Ofi the third of February, after the squadron 
WM u&der weigh, his lordship received th« 
following note from the president of Mesdco : 

"Most Excellent Sir^— The governor of 
A^apulco had informed me, by note dated the 
twenty-eighth of January, of your happy ar-^ 
rital, and that of the equadrdu you honour by 
commanding, at that port, one of those be-* 
longing to this empire, and adds, that every 
respect has been paid to yourself and those, 
who have the glory to serve under you, whd 
bav^e been treated as friends, ready to assist ud 
in the sacred cause^^the protection of our liber* 
ty* Interested, as I am, in the prosperity of 
my country, I feel the greatest pleasure in the 
generous offer of your ^xoellencyi and the libe- 
ral determiiiaticm of our brethren of Chile* t 
have ordered the governor of Acapuloo to offef 
p> your excellency, on the behalf of this go- 
vernment and my fellow citis^^s, dur most 
grateful acknowledgments. ^ 

'"^ Two commissioners will leave tMs mpiml^ 
with orders to communicate to your excellency 
matters of high importance (6 the state : £ hope 
you will receive them as i^eemen— the repre- 
sentatives of tMs great empire^ and with that 
goodness which is so characteristic of your ex^ 
cellency. 
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'' I should feel extremely gratified at having 
the honour, of presenting to you my respects 
personally, ; that we might discuss some pointy 
which would contribute to the glory of this em- 
pire, in addition to the many and interesting 
services you have rendered to other free states ; 
but a multiplicity of business deprives m.e of 
this honour, which .my commissioners will, en^ 
joy, unless your excellency can allow me the 
pleasure of accepting our sentiments , of grati-. 
tude in this court, where you would be re- 
ceived in the honourable manner you. deserve, 
and every care would be taken to render your 
journey and residence as comfortable as pps- ' 
sible. 

''I remain with all due respect, &c., 
(Signed) Agustin Iturbide. Mexico, February 
1st, 1822;* 

^ The news obtained from a vessel which en- 
tered the port on the.sepond of February, and 
the day of the arrival of the commissioners^ 
noti being mentioned, his lordship determined to 
follow the Spanish frigates, composing the last 
relic in :the Pj^cific, and on the destruction of 
which he was fully determined. 

Aca^pulco lies in 16** 36' north latitude^ 
99° 53' 45' west longitude: the port enjoys 
every advantage that can possibly be imagined : 
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it is capacious,, has a good anchorage, and is 
completely landlocked; so that from the vies- 
sels when at anchor, or from, the town, the sea 
cannot be observed; however, the extreme 
heat is highly disagreeable. The town is com- 
posed of a parish church, two convents, and 
about forty houses, with many huts built of 
reeds and rushea The inhabitants are a mix- 
ture of Spaniards, Negroes, Indians, and Chi- 
nese, which in several families that I noticed 
seems to have produced almost a new race of 
mortals; for a. great sameness exists in their 
colour and features. The .tinge or colour of 
these people is similar to that of the Malay 
tribes : their foreheads broad, eyes small and 
black, rather promiqent cheek-bones, small 
but tolerably well shaped nose, large lip$, and 
beardless chin ; their hair black and long, their 
form slender^ yet muscular, but none are of a 
high stature. A kind of wild ferocity was visible 
in their countenances, and rather a haughty in 
dependence in their manners, heightened a lit- 
tle, perhaps, with the idea of being now im- 
perialists ; indeed, every thing here was impe- 
rial : the town, the port, the flag, the market, 
nay, even the language was imperial. The 
greater part of the inhabitants wore a species 
of uniform, mostly composed of a blue nankeen, 
VOL. iir, 3 o 
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or Stuff jacket with a red collar, blue trowsers, 
and a cap; but without shoes or stockings. 
The lower classes of females wore foil petti- 
coats, and a chemise, with a long blue and 
white shawl : their hair is platted in long slen- 
der tresses, and they have no other covering on 
their heads. Some indians from the interior 
had a kind of short shirt, not reaching down to 
their waists, breeches, and sandals of raw 
hide, with a hat, the crown of which is 
about three inches high, and the skirts more 
than thirty inches in diameter : it is made of 
the leaves of a tree. 

Some of the muleteers from the interior 
wore a very picturesque dress ; over an under 
shirt they had a short one, like the indians, sit- 
ting close to their bodies and arms, blue bree- 
ches, the seams being tastefully embroidered 
with coloured silks; the calves of their legs 
wrapped in buff-coloured leather, carefully tied 
on, and hanging loose, with laced ^oots of the 
same material and colour; a coloured sash 
round their waists, and large black hats on 
their heads, with a thick roll of different coloured 
cloths for a hat-band. 

All the people seemed to be particularly 
clean both in their clothes and persons; but 
this is generally the case in hot climates. 
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The market is but iadifferently supplied, and 
provisions on the whole are scarce, dear, and of 
an inferior quality. 

The appearance of the country in the neigh^^ 
bourhood ia extremely sterile and naked; 
scarcely any vegetables are to be seen, the 
sandy mountains rising almost abruptly from 
the water's edge. 

The climate is excessively hot, the access of 
cool air being precluded by surrounding moun- 
tains, and very little benefit is derived from the 
cut or opening made at the north end of the town, 
called la dbra deSan Nicolas, for the admission 
of the sea-breeze : the winter or wet season is 
so unhealthy, that few of the white inhabitants 
remain in the town, almost every one retires 
into the interior. 

A large battery stands on an elevation at the 
southern extremity of this place ; it mounts 
thirty-one pieces of heavy artillery, and is 
called the fort of San Diego. It contains bar- 
racks, magazines, and dungeons, named the 
gaol, carcel. 

The town was formerly of commercial noto- 
riety, on account of the vessels which arrived 
here, commonly from Manilla, called naosde la 
China ; but as this traffic will now cease, and on 
account of the mountainous country lying be- 
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tweeh it and the capita]^, a distance of eighty- 
five leagues, it is probable that this port will 
shortly be almost abandoned, unless, indeed, 
a commercial intercourse be kept up with the 
British East India colonies, which might become 
of considerable importance, and which is at 
present worthy of the attention of English 
speculators, as the principal returns would be • 
the precious metals, cochineal, and indigo. 

On leaving Acapulco, the Independencia, 
Captain Wilkinson, and Auracano, Captain 
Simpson, were ordered to proceed to the bay of 
California, for the purpose of purchasing provb- 
sions for the vessels of war, and then to follow 
lis to Guayaquil, Callao, and Valparaiso, 

On the night of the tenth we experienced a 
very severe gale in the bay of Tehuantepec, and 
owing to the bad state of the frigate, we 
expected she would go to pieces with every sea 
that struck her : our only consolation was, that 
the Valdivia being almost within hail we should 
be enabled to save our lives by taking to the 
boats, and going on board. 

In the morning the gale subsided, to our no 
small joy ; but a signal of distress was made by 
the Valdivia, and afterwards a communication 
by telegraph, that a sea had struck her, and 
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that seventeen timbers had given way on her 
larboard side ; that for want of pumps the water 
was gaining on them considerably^ and the men 
were nearly exhausted with baling. Some logs 
of wood were sent from the O'Higgins^ to- 
gether with every man who fancied himself a 
carpenter^ and the damage done was soon re- 
paired as well as circumstances would permit. 

On the fifth of March we made the coast of 
Esmeraldas^ and early on the morning of the 
seventh we came to an anchor in the port of 
Tacames or Atacames. 

After I had landed^ my old subjects were 
both astonished and delighted ; they had heard 
no tidings of me since the year 1812, and sup- 
posed me to be dead. The news that we ob» 
tained here was, that the Spanish general Crus 
Mourgeon arrived at this port from Panama, with 
a number of officers, and eight hundred men^ 
on the twenty-fifth of December, and marched 
to join the forces at Quito ; that immediately 
after he left Panama, which was on the twenty- 
eighth of November, the inhabitants rose, and 
declared their independence ; and this they did 
although the two frigates Prueba and Vengansa 
had arrived after the departure of Crus Mourgeon; 
these two frigates, they told us, left the port of 
Tacames on the first of Janu^ry> for Guayaquil 
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and the coast of Peru. With these advices 
Lord Cochrane immediately proceeded to Gua- 
yaquil river, and we arrived at the island of 
Pun4 on the tenth. 

The intelligence obtained here was* that the 
Prueba and Vengansa were several days at 
anchor off the island ; that deputies had been 
sent from the city to negotiate with the two 
captains Don Jose Villegas of the Prueba, and 
Don Jose Joaquin Soroa of the Vengansa ; that 
on the twenty-third of February the Vengansa 
and sloop of war Alexander had proceeded up 
the river to Guayaquil, and on the twenty*fifth 
the Prueba had left the river . for the port of 
Callao. On receiving this advice his lord- 
ship stood up the river with the following tide, 
and came to an anchor off the city on the morn- 
ing of the thirteenth, v^here we found the Ven- 
gansa bearing the Peruvian flag. 

Lord ' Cochrane was directly informed, 
that the captains Villegas and Soroa had nego- 
tiated the surrender of the Spanish frigates 
Prueba and Vengansa with the commissioners 
appointed by Don Francisco Salasar, the Peru- 
vian envoy at Guayaquil ; which treaty was 
ratified by the respective parties on the fifteenth 
and sixteenth of February last, the principal 
condition being, that the whole of the officers 
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and crews should receive from the govemmeat 
of Peru all the arrears due to them ; that those 
who chose to remain in America should enjoy 
all the privileges of citizens ; and that those 
who preferred returning to Europe should have 
the expenses of their passage defrayed by the 
government of Peru. After several inquiries 
made on shore, it appeared, that when the ner 
gotiatiohs were about to be interrupted by the 
mutinous crews and some Spwish officers, who, 
indignant at the conduct of the captains, in 
thus selling the Spanish vessels of war to the 
enemies of Spain, began to canvass an opposi- 
tion, the government of Guayaquil availed 
themselves of the subterfuge of having had a 
correspondence with Lord Cochrane, who.with 
the Chilean squadron had anchored in the bay 
of La Manta, in the province of Guayaquil, on 
his passage to the capital. This stratagem had 
the desired effect : the officers and crews came 
to the terms offered, rather than decide the con- 
troversy by honorable warfare. On being po- 
sitively assured of the transaction, and consci- 
ous, that had not the Chilean squadron driven 
them to this last action the Spanish captains 
never would have surrendered their vessels, his 
lordship on the morning of the fourteenth sent 
Captain Crosbie on board the Vengansa, with 
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orders to hoist at her peak the flag of Chile 
jointly with that of Peru. 

This act created great confusion in the citj, 
the gunboats were immediately manned, and 
pieces of cannon were brought down to the 
side of the river, where the people employed 
themselves in placing logs of wood to serve as a 
breastwork; the Spanish sailors appeared to 
take a more than active part in resenting this 
insult offered to the vessel, which a few days 
previously they had cowardly sold to their ene- 
mies, through the fear of having to defend 
her while under the Spanish flag; intieed 
every thing on shore bore the most hostile ap* 
pearance; while on board the O'Higgins and 
Valdivia no preparations whatever were made, 
the Admiral being too busy in smiling at their 
warlike preparations and mock means of de- 
fence. On the night of the seventeenth the 
courage of our self-constituted enemies was put 
to the test 

With the return tide the Valdivia drifted up 
the river near to where the Spanish officers and 
seamen had anchored the gunboats, which the 
government had allowed them to manage, as 
being more acquainted with naval tactics ; but 
these heroes, supposing that the frigate was 
about to attack them, ran the boats on shore,, 
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and fled to the back of the city, leaving the na« 
tives to replace them on the water before day* 
light This, however, was in vain, and the ef- 
fects of the preceding night's alarm were visible 
on the following morning. 

After some correspondence between the 
government and the admiral, it was agreed on 
the nineteenth, that deputies from both parties 
should meet ashore, and adjust such terms as 
should be most conducive to the public tran- 
quillity, and to the honour and welfare of all 
parties. Accordingly, the government appointed 
the captain of the port, Don Manuel Lusuriaga, 
Dr. Don Bernab6 Cornejo, and Captain Inda* 
buru. Lord Cochrane appointed Captain CrOs- 
bie. Captain Cobbett, and myself. Having 
met at the cavildo, the following articles were 
agreed to, and immediately ratified by Olmedo, 
Ximena, and Roca (forn\ing the junta of go- 
vernment) and Lord Cochrane- 

" First. — The frigate Vengausa shall remain 
as belonging to the government of Guayaquil ; 
she shall hoist the flag of this state, which shall 
be saluted by the Chilean. 

" Second. — The state of Guayaquil guaran- 
tees to the Chilean squadron under the respon- 
sibility of forty thousand dollars, that the frigates 
Vengansa shall not be delivered to, nor negoti- 
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ated for with any governments until those of 
Chile and Peru shall have decided on what diey 
may esteem most just. And, moreover, the go- 
vernment of Guayaquil is bound to destroy her 
rather than consent that the said vessel shall 
serve any other state, till such decision be 
made. 

** Third.— The corvette Alexander shall be 
delivered to her owners, or their assigns, ac* 
cording to the right which they possessed be- 
fore she was taken by violence from this river. 
The owners are to pay the arrears due to the 
crew from the date of their last leaving Panama 
to that of the fifteenth of February, 1822, with 
all the other expenses which may have been in- 
curred ; and 5 in the me^n time, she shall not 
be employed in any way whatever without the 
consent of her owners. 

" Fourth. — Any government whatever which 
henceforward may be established in Guayaquil 
shall be bound to the fulfilment of the articles 
here expressed. 

" Fifth. — ^These articles, herein written and 
agreed to, shall be understood literally, in 
good faith, and without any mental amplifica- 
tions or restrictions. Guayaquil, &c.*' 

After the ratification of these articles, the 
government of Guayaquil addressed a polite 
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note to Lord Cochrane, expressing the highest 
sentiments of respect for the most important 
services which the free states of America had 
received from him, assuring him, at the same 
time, that Guayaquil would always be the first 
to honour his name, and the last to forget his 
unparalleled services, to which she owed her 
emancipation from the yoke of Spain. 

On the twentieth the Guayaquil flag was 
hoisted on board the Vengansa by Captain Lusu- 
riaga and Captain Crosbie, to whom the Peru- 
vian and Chilean flags were delivered. The 
O'Higgins immediately saluted the flag with 
twenty-two guns, and the salute . was returned 
from the guns placed on shore ; and afterwards 
the gunboats hoisted the Chilean flag, and sa* 
luted it -with twenty-two guns. 

It having been asserted in Peru, before Lord 
Cochrane left the bay of Callao in October, 
1821, that he would supjdy the garrisons of the 
fortresses with provisions, on condition that they 
would not surrender to Sain Martin, his lordship 
availed himself of the present opportunity with 
General la Mar, who was the governor of 
Callao, and who being now at Guayaquil, to 
write to him through the hands of the govern- 
ment, requesting him to answer, whether h« 
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did succour or promise to succour Che garriscnis 
of Callao, during the time that he was employed 
in the blockade of that port? 

To this La Mar answered : 

" Most Excellent Sir,— In consequence of 
the official note which I yesterday received from 
your excellency, through the hands of the go* 
vernment^ it is my duty to assert, that I have 
neither said nor written, nor ever heard that 
you did supply or propose to supply with provi- 
sions the place of Callao during the wiiole of 
the time that it was under my charge. God 
preserve your excellency many years. (Signed) 
Jose de la Mar. Guayaquil, March 13th, 1822.'' 

On the twenty-first we weighed, his lotdship 
giving orders to Captain Crosbie to trip the an- 
chor, and to kedge down the riv^r, by which 
means he would have a better opportunity to 
mark the channel, and form a plan of it» 
should it ever become necessary to ascend it 
without the assistai^ce of a pilot The second 
tide took us to the Fund, where we vemained 
till the twenty-fifth, the boate beiog employed 
iii bringing water and some provisions firotn 
Balao, on the opposite side of tiie river. 

Having left Guayaquil river on the twenty* 
fifth of March, we arrived on the twelfth of 
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April at the small port of Huambacho, ob 
the coast of Peru, where to our surprise and 
astonishment the alcalde of the village shewed 
his lordship a written order from San Martin^ 
stating that should any of the vessels of war 
belonging to Chile touch at the said port, he 
was to forbid their landing, and to deny them 
any assistance whatever, and not even to al- 
low them to wood or water there. 

Exasperated at this conduct, his lordship 
proceeded to Gallao, but not before he had con- 
vinced the alcalde, that he had not the power to 
enforce such orders from his master. We 
arrived at Callao on the twenty-fifth, where jthe 
first object of instability in the new govern- 
ment which we observed was five difierent 
Peruvian flags flying in the bay and on the 
batteries. 

We here found the Prueba under Peruvian 
colours, and commanded by one of the captains 
who had deserted the Chilean squadron; but 
such was the dread that Lord Cochrane would 
take possession of her, that she was immediately 
hauled close in shore under the batteries, her 
guns housed, her ports closed, and so crammed 
she was with soldiers, for her defence, that 
three men died with sufibcation the night after 
our arrival. I was assured, that no less than two 
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thousand men were crowded on her upper deck, 
as if such a mob could have intimidated Lord 
Cochrane, had he been authorized to take 
possession of her> after she had been driven 
into the bay of Callao by his efforts, and there 
purchased from her traitoroi^ crew by the^ 
Peruvian government. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Commeraal Code at Lima. Provincial StatutM a]iiMNmeed......Libeity of the 

Press PoreigiMn dedarad amenable to the Laws. Institutioa of the 

Order of the Sim.,....Neir Commercial RBles......Title8 changed......Order 

to convene the Constituent Congress....San Martin delegates his Authoritj 

to the Marqnia de Torre Tagle San Martin leaves Lima and returns... 

Amy defeated under Tristan at Ica......Slate of Lima on our Arrival...... 

Visit of Monteagndo to Lord Cochrane..... .San Martin annuls the Treaty 

at Guayaquil Exile of Spaniards from Lima Lord Cochrane leavea 

Callao for Valpaniso..... JSpanish Vessels that surrendered to the Chilean 

S^padron CouTention of Chile meets Monteeg;udo exiled fhmi Lima 

...Disturbances in Chile San Martin arrives at Valparaiso 

O'Higgins abdicates Lord Cochrane leaTes the Pacific 

On the eighth of October, 1821, the provisional 
commercial code or reglamento was published ; 
but, agreeably to the short sighted colonial 
system, only Gallao and Huanchaco were de- 
clared free ports to all friends and allies. This 
reglamento established, that all vessels should 
within ten hours after their arrival deliver up 
their bills of lading; within forty-eight begin to 
unload, or leave the port within six days. 

Within the said forty-eight hours a consig- 
nee, being a citizen of Peru, was to be named 
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by the captain or supercargo. All goods in 
foreign bottoms were to pay twenty per cent, 
on the. value of the whole^ according to the 
prices current in Peru. All goods introduced 
in vessels under the flags of Chile, Buenos Ay- 
res, or Colombia, to pay in the same manner 
eighteen per cent.^ and those under the flag of 
Peru sixteen. All manufactured goods which 
might injure the industry of the country to pay 
double duty. Coined silver to pay the expor- 
tation duty of five per cent, and gold two and a 
half: the exportation of gold and silver in bar 
or wrought absolutely prohibited. The produce 
of Peru exported in foreign vessels to pay five 
per cent. ; in vessels belonging to Chile, Bue- 
nos Ay res,, or Cotom^bia, three and a half, and 
in Peruvian three per cent. The payment of 
importation duties to be in three equal paild, 
one at forty days after debark^ion, one at a 
hundred and twenty, and one at a hundred, and 
eighty. All consignees absolutely prohibited 
the retailing of their condgnments; 

The coasting trade to be confined to vessels 
belonging to the state, but limited to the ports 
of Paita, Huacho, and Pisco. Any vessel in- 
troducing foreign manufactures, except at Cal- 
lao or Huanchaco, to be seized and condemned, 
.both hull and cargo* 
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1^ inf»t extraonivMiry artide iofierted i^ 
ti)isr reg^amentD ims, thut goods ItndeA ^t Hh^ 
adchaca^ the^mrt to TruodUo, wer^ w>t to pw^ 
the river Santa, under the pm^Hy of being 
mizfid as j2ontraM»id. 

. fiia the ainth of Oc^dbtsr ;th» prevkfiooal 
•iatates and ^doaoiiiirtrati^tii iof jufiltke w^r^ 
sirdrn to by l&e gmjamme&t ; and ithe Qf^tion 
of the Ocder of the firua was anintHipc^d \4rith 
the greatest jiosaiMe, pomp. 

On the thirteenth the lihfitty of tbo pres^ 
wiEis- d^cdflired, permittiiig aniy iodbidq^l to 
publisph; fna»ly his thoughts, wiihoutaDy pre^i^ 
WAS fevisioa or approi^tioa; jbnt all dbvis^ 
of rdigien or of the prin^cipfes of moir^llty^ 
ei^ery thing liijdely to disturb puiblic tratoquitlity^ 
or to wsoMsad ^ faoDoav ^ my !^tiizei>> to h» 
sob^ot to the fcxAUy hSifitfA by ^ ji^nta 
conaervadi^ra of the liberty 44 the pneps. 

On the fietveojteenih aa order of thie goyern- 
ment iras published, establiishing all foreigner 9 
tesidijaig in P^nu in the rights of eiUzf^mhip, 
subjeeting themat the same time to the lawj$ of 
dfie country, and (he orders c^ ihe governments 
and depriviag them of the intervention of the 
commaiulers of the vessels oiw^ac belongjbg to 
their fespectiire nations. All foreigners were also 
declared liable to take arms in the support of 
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social order, but not against the common ene- 
my, and to be subject to contributions levied 
by the government, in the same manner as the 
citizens of the state. 

On the twentieth of October the institute of 
the Sun was established; it was declared to 
consist of three classes, founders, well-deservers 
(benemeritos) and associates or fellows. The 
badge of the first class was a white ribbon from 
the right shoulder to the left side, having two 
gold tassels and a golden medallion of the 
order; with the title of honourable lordship; — ^the 
second class to have a gold medal hanging to a 
white ribbon placed round the neck ; with the 
address of lordship ;— and the third a silver me** 
dal hanging to the breast on the left side. The 
medals to bear the arms of the state, to be of 
an elliptical figure, and to have on the superior 
part, on a white field, *• Peni ;" on the inferior, 
on a red field, "To her Liberators." The 
pensions of the order to be paid out of the fund 
of forty thousand dollars imposed by the king of 
Spain on the mitres of America for the pro- 
visions of the knights of Charles III. and Isabel 
la Catolica. The oath to be—" I swear by my 
honour, and promise to my country to defend 
the independence, liberty and integrity of the 
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state of Peru ; to maintain public order, and to 
procure the general felicity of America, devot- 
ing to those ends my life and my property." 
Twenty-six founders were named by the 
Protector, who constituted himself President 
of the order ; among these were included two 
captains who had abandoned the Chilean squad- 
ron at Gallao ; one hundred and thirty-eight of 
well-deservers, including Captain Spry; and 
one hundred and two associates or fellows, 
amiong whom were the dean of the cathedral, 
five counts, two marquises, five generals, seven 
friars, canons of the church, shopkeepers, sur- 
geons, farmers, and deserters from the Chilean 
squadron. 

Not content with this creation of male no- 
bility, one hundred and twelve knightesses of 
the sun were nominated, including two coun- 
tesses, four marchionesses; and of every class, 
even to Dona Rosa Campusano, the favourite of 
his excellency, the creator of the order; and to 
complete the corps, thirty-two nuns were 
added, who might have been honoured with 
the ancient Peruvian title of Virgins of the Sun. 
The Honourable and Illustrious Don Bernardo 
Monteagudo was appointed secretary, and Ge- 
neral the Honourable Don Diego Paroissieii 
master of the ceremonies, pro tern. 
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Ab tbe badge df the drder wfts o( iii0 iwHil 
yital importanoe, it was decreed on the thifty» 
first of Octobei*, that, instead of a mtda&icm^ 
a golden smi iboald be «Uig»peiided to the ribbon 
of tb^ fundtdorefi, benetn^ritos, add aaociadcM^I 
but the Biz^ of it was to be iitmted tocof diog 
ttf the ratsk of Hm bearer. 

On the twinty^third of October a coinlidiittee 
wai appointed to fratne a constitutional odde or 
reglamento de administration de justicia for 
PerU) &kh Martin having determined on being 
A legiblaiot a& well as a liberator j and» as he him-* 
silf said> on *' being crowned with laurels till hd 
6ould not nod." About this time some verses 
made their appearance, addressed to the Pro^ 
te^tor^ under the ispithet of Emperor of Peru. 
The idi^ of 4n imperial crown was obnoxionS 
to tbe PelravianBi and some street clamour in^ 
duced the gotemmeat to annouaca its supreme 
displeasuife at suGh ptoductions. 

Desei^tion in the liberating army now be^ 
6ame pireyalent, and the govei^nment was obliged 
to issue a deci'ee^ stating that any person who 
should hatbour or protect a dei^erter in Mil 
house, or on his property, should subject him«- 
self tn a general confiscntion (br the first ofibnce> 
and to perpetual exile for a repetition*. All slavas 
were invited to kifottk agaittit thdr mMtera^ 
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undto the aflssn^anee i^manairussioti) fiboiiild the 
crime of occaltation be proved. On the thirty* 
firtt of October a neir tariff for Uie coasting 
tjfade was published^ rapefBeding the one of 
ibB twenty^eighth of September, with the ad* 
ditioa of the ports of Nasoa^ Caoete, and Pa« 
caffisayo, and also allowing foreigners to sell 
their own cargoes^, without the intervention of a 
aative consignee^ on their paying twehty^^fiye, 
instead of twenty per cent«; and on the twenty- 
first of November all foreigners, as well as citi- 
zeiis» being merchants, were ordered to enrol 
their names at the consulado, (board of trade,) 
that they might all be equally taxed with such 
contributions as the government might judge 
necessary to exact. 

Several Spaniards having been apprehended 
and sent to the public gaol» accused of sedition 
and conspiracies, were sentenced^ on the twen* 
tieUi of November, eight to a confiscation of 
their propei'ty, and e^ile to Europe, and thir- 
teen to partial confiscation, and exile to Chan^ 
cay for two mcmths. 

On Sunday the sixteenth of I>ecember the 
knights of the order of the sun were decorated 
with the insignia^ by the | president of the high 
chamber of justice, alta camapa de ju^ticia, in 
the presence of his Excellency the Protector of 
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Peru, institutor of the order, and a most splen- 
did concourse of the nobility of Peru, with the 
assistance of Sir Thomas Hardy, whom the 
gazette styles the representative of the British 
nation, on this occasion. Every care was 
taken to make this civic feast as solemn as 
possible ; the troops were formed in the streets ; 
the different military bands continued playing 
national airs and marches in the balcony of the 
palace ; repeated salutes were fired by the ar- 
tillery placed in the plasa ; all the bells in the 
city were heard in merry peals; the illumina- 
tions on the nights of the fifteenth, sixteenth, 
and seventeenth, were of the most brilliant 
description; and every nerve was strained td 
produce and support harmony and conviviality 
on this festive occasion. After the ceremony of 
condecoration, the procession left the palace 
and proceeded to the church of Santo Domingo, 
where a solemn Te Deum was chanted, and 
high mass celebrated, in thanks to the Almighty 
for having inspired the supreme government 
of Lima with such celestial ideas. 

That the ancient nobility of Peru might not be 
reduced to a level with the plebeians, it was de* 
creed on the twenty-seventh of December, that 
they should preserve their armorial bearings on 
the fronts of their houses, as usual, and all thei 
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solar nobility were permitted by the same de- 
cree to place on theirs a sun, with the initials 
of the class to which they belonged in the cen- 
tre. It was also ordered on the same day, that 
those persons who had enjoyed titles during the 
Spanish domination, under the name of titles 
of Castile, should enjoy the Bame honours under 
tfa£l appellation of titles of Peru, or change 
them for such as might appear more congenial 
to the then existing state of things. Thus we 
have a republic with counts, marquises, Vis- 
counts, &c. which is certainly an anomaly, and 
worthy of the wisdom that planned it. 

On the twenty-seventh, the Protector, with 
the advice of the council of state, ordered, that 
on the first of May, 1822, the general consti- 
tuent congress of Peru should meet in the capi- 
tal ; and that proxies should be named for such 
provinces as were oppressed' by the enemy. 
The object of this congress was to be, only, the 
definitive form of the established government, 
and the formation of a constitution most proper 
for Peru, according to the circumstances of its 
territory and population: any other powers 
l^ven to the deputies to be considered null and 
i)f no effect. 

It was farther ordered, that a previous comr 
mittee be appointed in Lima, to draw up the 
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fian for the eleetito of deputiea, 'and to prepare 
the faasiB of the coiurtitotiQiiy to be finished ht^ 
loK the reunion of the eongress. Uras the Imws 
of the natiim ireie to he formed iiy a privste 
cmanittee, nnder tbe|;uidance of Son Martin 
and his omttfltera^ aod the qoi^efls were to be 
called m to eanctioa die pniceeding. Thkdnr 
|dicity was ultimately the oause of die PtofeBo- 
tor^s tnfanterff afadication. 

On the nineteenth of January, 1822, the 
Ptot^dar mnouneed, that he was about to temre 
lAm9L on a viait to Gnayaqpil, whese he ex- 
pected to meet the liberator of Colombia, the 
immoilal Bo^t vaic, Jfor the purpose of ooneult-^ 
igBg with Mm on maiteors of the highest inipoct- 
^usee to tbe stale* AJi hi3 eaceoottve powem 
wmoe delegated to the gran manscaed Marqmsde 
Tonre Ta^, to the due obedif nee of whose 
0odera, the tcibnnais, ministerfi, corpotation, 
slaeft of the amcy and navy were called upon to 
jmear. This oenemoDy took plaee on the tweor 
tiedi. The first deenee of the auprenm defe- 
l^te w!as, tkat all unmarried Spaniards, who 
ahoaid: levre the state, mete to deliver to the 
Mutionat treasury oae half of their property, end 
in case of any attempt at fraUd, the wbde to be 
oanfisoated, ^nd the persons to be exiled. It 
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uhb dotftaimd other Irticks respeotiag' Spa- 
)uafds t^dktg in Peru. 

On fhe third of March the ProtacAor mt^ 
jnow^^i^ ip LtmHi thathitviog touched at HaaiH 
ehacd ID hi» piissage ta Guayaquil, he reGeiired 
effi^ial o<NaEimuiiication that the LiberatcMr of Cor 
lombia had changed hii plans^ md woiiid not 
be ait Guayai^uil as was expeeted i he bady iii 
goose^ence^ retunied to Callao; bet tihat it ^a» 
l^is will that the Mar(}uis de Torre Tagle sbcuM 
^ODti^i^ in the full exwicise of the aatkority de^ 
legated to him* San Martiii then retired to tbd 
conaitry residence of tte extvioeioy Pesuela, 
«t La Magdalena, which village iminediaitely 
ihangdd Hs 6ame to tba« of the towm of the free/ 
^' puebky de lies librea." 

On ^he thirty-first of March <^ Spaafeh 
fri^te P^-ufebi arrived at GaBao, jsui was im-^ 
siediately delivered itp ^ ihe Peruvian g6yemi 
vent by her commander, Larngada, aceor^Rg" 
to the treaty concluded in Goayaquif on the^ 
sixteenth of Februarf • The supreme dele^ale^ 
^^maediately w^nt osi beards and the Pert}vi^ 
ftag being hoisted, die nmnei of the &igart;ie Wst^ 
^nged to that of Pretector.^ Agaid^ ^19^ 
wqnbition was ''the fmit of 1^ entbu^asniV 
9»A JEOumfiees of the officers and soldiers who 
^ere present at the important moment, as 
'wjjknen»B8:<>f this meiimci^ .:. '^ /^ 
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The government of Lima^ aware of the im* 
portance of the possession of the valleys of 
Pisco and lea, net only in a mercantile point 
of viewi but as a military position/ where a 
conimunic^ition mig^t be kept open with the 
provinces of Upper Peru, and the enemy, then 
in .HAamanga> and other adjacent points, pre- 
vented' from making incursions on the valuable 
estates situated along the coast — San Martin^ 
as prime mover, (although the civil authority 
was exercised by his delegate, Torre Tagle, and 
General Alvarado had been appointed by him 
general in chief of the' army) ordered a force 
of two thousand men, with their respective 
officers; to lea, undei: the command of General 
Don Domingo Tristan, who a few months before 
was a Colonel of Militias, in the province 
of Arequipa, and whose career had been the 
ploughshare and the pruning hook, not the 
sword and the latnce : a man entirely unknown 
as a soldier, and if known at all in. Lima, it was 
as a complete gambler, and a public lounger. 
But perhaps the intercession of the Protectress, 
formerly the public favourite of Tristan, might on 
this occasion have been acceptable, (in despite 
of the superior qualifications of many officers 
in the army, although the brave General las 
Herasand several other chiefs had retired) and 
acquired for her galande aqueitimpo so honour-* 
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able an appointment However, on the thirteenth 
of April^ the following proclamations appeared 
in Lima : '' Limenians ! The division of the 
south, without haying been beaten, has been 
surprised,. and dispersed ; in a long campaign 
all cannot be prosperity; you know «»y charac- 
ter, and you know that /have always spoken 
the truth to all — I do not mean to searph for 
consolation in conflicts, notwithstanding J dare 
to assure you, that the iniquitous and tyrannical 
empire of the Spaniards in Peru will cease in 
the year twenty-two.— I will make an ingenu- 
ous confession to you : it was my intention to 
go in search of repose after so many years of 
agitation, but I believed your independence 
was secured ; some trifling danger now presents 
itself, and so long as there remains the least 
appearance of it, until you are free you shall not 
be left by your faithful friend,— San Martin." 

" Companions of the United Army ! — Your 
brothers in the division of the south have not 
been beaten, but they have been dispersed ; to 
you it belongs to. revenge this insult : . you are 
valiant, and have known long ago the path to 
glory ! Sharpen well your bayonets and your 
swords ! The campaign of Peru shall finish in 
this year ! Your old general ensures it ; prepare 
then to conquer !--^San Martin." 
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Ckk iUt Bdtue day the foUowmg wm issued 1^ 
the Ma^His de Torre Tagle : ** Compatriots ^ 
The division of the south has suffered a reverse } 
this is the first we have experienced amid aos 
many giories. It is of no importance; the 
grand aroay yet lives^ and vill> before the end 
of tw0ity^two^ leave not Qne enemy esueting 
among us. Compatriots! To be free and 
liq>py, only requires you to decide as 1 have, 
like those heroes who have come to restore to 
Per« her rights, ta lose every thing, tadie 
befi»r9 they will return to slavery I Imitate 
this example as you have done at other times, 
and the result will be the same, because valour 
and enthusiasm, well directed, always ensure 
victmry and pei^ce; you deserve both, prepare 
for every sacrifice but that pf your liberty. 

" Torre Tagle,* 

The two supreme chiefs uftit^d on the 
thirteenth in a proclamation to the inhabitants 
of the interior, assmring them, that the loss of l^e 
dh^iaion, a few days before called the liberating 
army of the south, ''weighed nothing ib the ba- 
lance of the destiny of Peru; Providence, say 
they, protects us, and by this wtion she will 
accelerate the ruin of the en€fmies of Feru— 
proud of their first victory, they will spare us 
part of our marek in search of them, which 
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tmi to have been done. Fear not, the army 
that drove them twice from the capital, is ready 
to ptinifih them a third time, and to punish 
them for ever I ** Had the action taken place 
at any g^reat distance from the capital, the truth 
of the transaction might have remained for 
some time enveloped in mystery ; or had the 
inhabitants of Lima not already been taught by 
the Spaniards to become sceptics, this furious 
bombast might have been believed ; but the 
aecount was soon rightly explained by the few 
who escaped, and who arrived at Lima ; these 
were but few: the nnm^ber that fortnnately 
found an opportunity to take to their beefes 
and availed themselves of their swiftness, were 
very quickly secured, and sent to Callao, to 
prevent as much as possible a circulation of 
tbe truth. 

On the mgbt of the seventh of April the 
Spaniards under Gamtaraie and Caratald ad^ 
vanoed on the AmericaBS under Tristan, whoy 
for want of the most ordmary precanitimMV 
were completely surrounded, and at day break, 
witb the exception of the general, part of his 
litaff, and a fow officers, the whote division was 
ill the power of the enemy. The loss of the 
liberating army was about two Ibousand men 
killed at takep prisoners, five thousand mua^ 
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kets, the military chest,.containing.upward8 of 
a hundred thousand dollars^ ammunition, lug- 
gage* equipage, printing press, and every utensil 
belonging to it Notwithstanding all this, i^e 
are told, that '' the Spaniards are ignorant that 
the balance of power is in our hands, because 
Providence is on our side, opinion and strength 
favour the interests of Peru, she shall b£ 

FREE BECAUSE SHE WILLS IT SO, AND BECAUSE 
IT IS TIME THAT SHE WAS !!! '' 

On the twenty-fourth of April a decree was 
pubMsbed against the Spaniards residing in 
Lima, imposing the penalty of exile and con* 
^cation of property on those who should ap- 
pear in the streets wearing a cloak. That of con* 
fiscation of property and exile when more than 
two. should be found together in any private 
conversation. That of death on those who should 
be found out of their houses after sunset. And 
that of confiscation and death on all those who 
should be found to. possess any kind of weapons 
excepting the knives necessary for the service 
of their tables. 

This was the state of affairs in, Peru vvhen 
Lord. Cochrane arrived, on the twenty-fifth of 
April. The supreme authority was employed in 
issuing decrees contradictory to one another, 
in opposition to the most.solemn. promises made 
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and repeated by the Protector, both before and 
after he assumed this title, in violation of jus- 
tice and reason, and all contributing to produce 
discontent, disunion, and anarchy. 

The enemy were . victorious, the patriots 
dreaded some dire reverse,, the remains of the 
army were discontented, finding that not one 
promise made to them had been fulfilled ; the 
gold and silver had disappeared, and paper 
money had been issued by the government ; the 
contributions were increiatsing, and were exacted 
at the point of the bayonet ; while the Protector 
of , the liberty of the country, after having been 
employed for six months in creating orders of 
knighthood, establishing tribunals, sketching em- 
broideries, and inventing uniforms,' had retired 
to his country house, to rest from his labours ! 

Many individuals who, when we left Callao 
in October, 1821, condemned the conduct of 
Lord Cochrane in taking possession of the 
money at Ancon, were now convinced that it 
was not only a warrantable but an indispensable 
step to be taken for the preservation of the 
si:iuadron of Chile, and of good faith with 
the crews. The noh-fulfilnient of the pro-^ 
mises made to the regiment of Numancia had 
forced them to declare that they would not 
march' out of- Lima against the enemy, and 
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Captain Bdronscnro waa sent, by fab brofbor 
officers, to inqutie,, if. Lotd Cocbrane would 
receive them on board tbe Chileaa vessels, and 
convey the figment to the nearest point in the 
territory of Colombia, to which country they 
belonged, and to which San Martin hod pni*^ 
mised to transport them on the iaU of lima* 

On the twenty-sixth the minister Montea^ 
Igudo came on board, and lanenited that kiai 
loaxlship shmild have addressed to the Pera« 
vian gpovemment official commmiicatioiis con^ 
taining expressions calcahtted to irritate tbeif 
debcate feelings at the moment when the 
Protector was indined to adopt the most con<* 
cilmtory meas wes ; adding, that at the first news 
of his lordship's appearance off the port his 
excellency had written a private letter, praying 
mi interview; bnt that on the receipt of the 
offidal notesy he became so indignant, that he 
was afraid his delicate health was itt danger. 
To this his Ic^ship merely answ^&d, ^at had 
San Martin sent a private letter it certainly 
wduld have been returned unopened ; addingf, 
^'you may ieU him, Mr; Menteagudo^ that it 
is not my \iish to injure him ; I neither feat htdtf 
iKMr hale huh ; but tdi him, I despise him f 
Monteagudo begged (rf liis lordship to go and 
ieside on shmre. a few days, saying" tbat ttie 
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house of the ' supreme delegate was prepared 
for his reception. But his lordship most 
courteously begged to be excused ; and Mon- 
teagudo retired not well pleased with what 
he bad observed in the countenances of all on 
board, a species of the mo^t supreme contempt; 
notwithstanding that, he wore his blazing 
s^un of the first order, his ribbons, his em- 
broideries, and was accompanied by his mili- 
tary e^pprt. 

The greatest discontent reigned on shore 
ampng the Chileans : it. had circulated, that no 
Chilean would be promoted nor employed by 
the present government of Peru. Whether 
such was or was not really the determination 
of the government might be difficult to prove ; 
but the fact was, that only one of the nine ge- 
nerals made by San Martin belonged to Chile, 
and the ratio among the subalterns was eveii 
smaller. 

The Protector of Peru, having been informed 
of the treaty at , Guayaquil, respecting the 
Yengansa and the Emperor Alexander, sent 
down Captains Carter and Young to take the 
command of them. This was acceded to by 
the government of Guayaquil, and the two 
vessels again hoisted the Peruvian flag, although 
the Alexander, bona fide, belonged to MnHen- 
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derson, and was under the English flag> when a 
revolution took place among the crews of the 
gunboats in August, 1821, who took possession 
of her. They proceeded to Panama, and there 
delivered her to the Spanish authorities, who 
afterwards included her in Uieir treaty with the 
Peruvian agent at GuayaquiL 

The mostliorrid scene during the time of the 
residence of San Martin in Peru was reserved for 
May, 1 822. On the night of the fourth a grand 
ball wai» given at the palace, being the first meet- 
ing of the knights and knightesses of the sun ; 
and while they were thus enjoying themselveef 
parties of soldiers were sent to the houses of 
the Spaniards, who dragged them from their 
beds, and drove them down to Callao, where 
they were placed on board the Milagro. 

The distress occasioned by this numstrous 
breach of promises, of justice, and humanity, 
cannot be equalled. Several of these were men 
of rank and fortune who had confided in the pro- 
mises made to them ; many of them had numerous 
families; octogenarian clergymen, civil and mi^ 
litary ofiicers, all without the least distinction 
or commiseration, were seized at midnight, 
some of them half undressed, others almost 
naked, and every individual was forced to travel 
six miles on foot : they were then placed on 
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board a vessel, where for two days no provi- 
sions were distributed to them, and they were 
forbidden to hold any communication with their 
disconsolate wives and families, who surrounded 
the vessel in boats, and rent the air with their 
shrieks and lamentations. On the first night 
two old gentlemen died on board the Milagro 
for want of clothiDg and food; and many 
would certainly have perished had not the mer- 
cy of San Martin been exjtended so far as to 
sell them passports. He allowed the purchasers 
to pass from the Milagro to neutral vessels, for 
the purpose of leaving Peru for ever; but 
many of them dared not go to Spain, be- 
cause they had remained in Lima when La 
Sema left it with the Spanish ardny, and had 
afterwards subscribed to the independence of 
the country. Some passports were sold at one 
thousand dollars, others at ten, according to 
the quality of the purchaser; and those whose 
finances deprived them of the possibiUty of 
purchasing their liberation, were sent to Chile 
in the Milagro; which vessel, for this most 
honourable expedition, had been newly named, 
and was now called the Monteagudo : a com- 
pliment in every respect merited by that great 
nMnister. 

Had General San Martin followed a different 
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line of conduct with regard to the Spaniards re- 
siding in Peru ; had he nevev compromised him- 
l^elf with such solemn assurances as he made to 
them, both before and after his arrival in Lima, 
his conduct towards them might have admitted 
some palliation. Had he from the beginning been 
silent, and at the earliest opportunity exiled 
them, the same expression which he used on the 
subject of calling a congress or national repre- 
sentation, that '* a knowledge of what had passed 
in Colombia, Chile and Buenos Ay res, during 
twelve years of revolution, would have been a 
reasonable pretence for what he did/- .might 
have justified the proceeding. He repeatedly 
promised to them security, and frequently told 
them, that their persons and property should be 
inviolable ; and their confidence lost them all 
claim to the protection of the laws of their native 
country ; they had moreover sworn allegiance to 
its enemy, and had explicitly become traitors ; 
and when his plans were thus far in a state of 
ripeness, he exiled them from theii adopted 
homes, from their families, from all their com- 
forts, and cast them out a despairing, wander- 
ing, forlorn tribe, surrounded with misery ; but 
their, last breath will be employed in execrating 
his duplicity. 

I am well aware that the Spaniards were 
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dangerous persons in America, and that many 
of them would have employed themselves in 
thwarting the operations of the newly-consti- 
tuted authorities ; but this mental conviction 
could not sanction such a proceeding as the one 
just stated^ and at which humanity shudders. 
But it is now time to wind up the eventful 
history of the proceedings of the Protector of 
Peru; . however, before I lose sight of her 
shores,, perhaps for ever, I must add one more 
trait of his barbarity. A female in Lima had 
dared to speak ill of San Martin, at the time 
that a contribution was extorted from her at the 
point of the bayonet; she was apprehended, 
taken to the great square, an accusatory libel 
was fastened to her breast, a human bone was 
put into her mouth, and tied behind her head; 
a halter was hung round her neck, and jn this 
manner she was forced to parade the streets, 
led by the common hangman ; she was then ex- 
iled to Callao, where the poor creature died on 
the second day after her arrival. 

Before Lord Cochrane left the bay of Callao 
he addressed a letter to Colonel Sanches, an 
officer belonging to the Chilean troops, express- 
ing his ardent desire for the complete success 
of his adopted countryman ; to this note * he 
received the , following answer : — " Our best 



Digitized by 



Google 



44$ TRAVELS IN 

friend, — Nothing has been so mortifying to us. 
Its th9t the imperiousneas of circamstances de- 
prives us of the communication which we have 
most esteemed, and which would have been of 
high importance to the views of your excellency. 

*' The chiefs, officers and troops who have 
the honour to serve under the flag of Chile, 
have received with the greatest satisfaction the 
compliments of your ex<ieUency, and promise 
their eternal gratitude to their worthy chiefs 
whose soul is devoted to increcise the glory of 
their country. We have the honour to oflTer to 
your excellency the most sincere tribute of our 
affection and esteem. (Signed) Jose Santiago 
Aldunate. — J. Santiago Sanches." 

On the ninth of May the schooner Monte- 
zuma, belonging to Chile, and which had been 
lent by the government to General San Martin, 
»M a tender, entered the port of Callao, under 
* Peruvian colours ; his lojcdship fired on her, and 
obliged her to come to an anchor, when he took 
possession of her, sending her officers on shore, 
and on the tenth we proceeded to Valparaiso, 
where we arrived on the thirteenth of June. 

On our arrival at Valparaiso his lordship re- 
ported his return, adding, " The anxious desires 
of his excellency the Supreme Director are now 
fulfilled, and the sacrifices of the people of Chile 
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are rewarded ; the naval power of Spain in the 
Pacific has succumbed, it is now extinguished, 
the following vessels having surrendered to the 
unceasing efforts of the squadrcm of this free 
state : 

Frigftle Praebftof ..;... AOgvns 

Frigate EsmerakU of. ii 

Frigate Vengansa of. 44 

Ship Resolatlon of. 34 

Ship Sebastiaiia of. 34 

Brig Pesuela of 18 

Brig Potrillo of- 16 

Schooner Pirosperina of.... . 14 

Schooner Araasadu, seventeen gunboats, and 
the armed merchant ships Aguila and Begona at 
Guayaquil, and others employed as block ships 
at Oallao* It is highly gratifying to me, hftet 
labouring under such difficulties as were never 
before witnessed on board of vessels of war, to 
announce the arrival of the Chilean squadron in 
Valparaiso, its cradle ; where, owing to its con- 
stant services in the cause of the liberty and in- 
dependence of Chile, Peru, Colombia and 
Mexico, it is the object of admiration and gra- 
titude to the inhabitants of the new world. — I 
have the honour to be, &c. (Signed) Cochrane/' 
A few days after our arrival at Valparaiso, 
his lordship visited the capital of Chile, and so* 
licited permission to retire for sis: months to his 
estate of Quintero, unless bis services might be 
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necessary ; when^ at any moment^ he would be 
ready to employ them again in the welfare of 
the state ; at the same time he requested, in the 
most earnest manner, that the officers and crews 
might be punctually paid all their arrears. The 
government acceded tp his solicitude, and pro- 
mised that every possible attention should be 
given to the request of the admiral, and after 
some delay it was finally complied with. 

On the twenty-third of July, 1822, the Na- 
tional Congress of Ghi^f met at Santiago; it 
was opened by the Supreme. Director, Don Ber- 
Djardo O'Higgins, who made a tender of his 
directoral authority tp the repiresentatives of the 
republic,; and concluded his ^harangue with — 
*' Compatriots ! my command is at an end— de- 
fects are inaeparable from humanity— ^the niost 
difficult circumstances Have surrounded me on 
every side — perhaps niy want of knowledge and 
experience may have led me to commit errors 
against my children, (allow this tender expres- 
sion to my feelings)— I can never forget the 
honours I have received, and I hope that my 
daysi will be prolonged by my gratitude, until 
I see Chile as happy and as prosperous as the 
most flourishing countries of the earth." 

Immediately after the director had retired, 
the convention waited upon him, and reinstated 
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Min in the supreme executive authority, with 
the following compliment: " The representa- 
tives of Chile most sincerely thank your excel- 
lency for the wisdom with which you have 
managed the affairs of the nation ; when a con- 
stitution is formed that shall specify the time of 
the fatigues of the magistrates, the representa- 
tives may admit of your resignation, and then 
your excellency will enjoy your retirement in 
glory, and future generations will sing hymns of 
love and gratitude to your name." 

The first meeting of the preparatory conven- 
tion was on the twenty-ninth, at ten o'clock in 
the morning. 

On the twenty-first of September, 1822, 
the news arrived- in Chile, that Don Bernardo 
Monteagudo had been deposed from the mi- 
nistry, and exiled from Peru. 

The following are extracts fr(Hn the papers 
published in Lima : 

'' Lima had scarcely obtained a glimpse of a 
flattering futurity, when a cunning, froward, 
and saucy individual, a traitor to the confidence 
of the government that had elevated^ him to the 
ministry, began to stifle our patriotism and% its 
defenders. This insolent minister rewarded all 
praise- worthy services with the most gross invec- 
tives, and the most scandalous persecutions. 
VOL. iir. 3 M 
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Ht8 intfiguiif g ambition fiUed our gdzette^ with' 
a multitude of decrees in opposition to tiie 
plans which he himself had prescribed. His 
decrees were written that they might be read, 
not that they might be obeyed. 

"Unfortunately for us, the genius of the 
reyolution, San Martin^ bad to absent himself 
twice from our capital, to meet the Washington 
of Colombia. This perfidious oppressor availed 
himself of his absence to manifest the whole 
perversity of his soul. Until that period bi& 
persecutions were underhand, but they now 
became barefaced. All Spaniards were consi- 
dered rich, they, their families and property, 
consequently became the prey of his insatiable 
avarice ; and at the same time, those patriots 
who had contributed most to the success of the 
liberating army were persecuted to the utmost 
extremity. He formed a long list of proscrip- 
tions of men who were to be exiled for ever 
from their native country, and whose only 
crimes were their patriotic virtues, for the ex- 
tinction of which he had formed a nest of the 
vilest spies, who unceasingly watched the steps 
of every man of honour. GrgythGod ! what an 
epoch of misery! ' : .; 

" Every honourable citizen found in Don 
Bernardo Monteagudo (this is the name of the 
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monster of whom we speak) an enemy who at 
any price would have sacrificed hiita. -How 
many victims has he not sacrificed in his one 
year's ministry ! More than eight hundred ho- 
nourable families have been by him reducisd to 
extreme indigence^ and the whole city to a 
state of misery. 

^' Among the patriots at Lima, nothing was 
thought of but where they might find an asylum 
in a foreign land. Without agriculture, com- 
merce, industry^ personal security, property, 
and laws, what is society but a mansion of the 
most afflicting torments I 
* ** The religion of our forefathers suffbred an 
equal persecution in its ministers and its tem- 
ples; th^e w«re deprived of their riches, not 
for the service of our country, but forthe re- 
ward of espionage, and to deceive us with use- 
less trickeries. The satellites of this bandit 
were equally despotic with himself, and com- 
mitted, ' under his protection, the most horrid 
crimes. This is not a proper place in which to 
insert the baseness with which he abused the 
delicacy and debility of females. Fathers of 
families **^* every man was intimidated ; every 
/celling man wept because all were the victims 
of the caprice of this insolent despot,who made 
an ostentation of iitheism and ferocity. 
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'* It is imposBible to recapitulate his aetkps ; 
volumes would be necessary to. shew to the 
world the arbitrary crimes of this factious indi- 
vidual* It would appear, that for the commis- 
sion of so many offences he must have had somq 
cause that impelled lum> for they could not 
possibly be the effects of ignorance. It w^s 
impossible to believe that by insulting and ruin- 
ing every one; plundering our property; de- 
spising the ingenuity and talents of the Perur 
vians ; and endeavouring to introduce anarchy^ 
he could be long tolerated in this capital. 

''His ambition was unlimited, having con- 
stituted himself the arbiter cf the government. 
He had the assurance to dictate orders and de* 
crees in opposition to those of the provincial 
statute, subscribing to them the name of the 
supreme authority ; thus bringing it into con-' 
tempt Such conduct, when.the enemy's army 
was within twenty leagues of lima, and our 
government scarcely established, proves that 
his views were directed to undermine the state. 
Was the reducing of Peru to the most degrading 
slavery, that of obeying his capricious will, the 
means to make us happy or even himself 1 

** Foreigners also began to suffer all kinds 
of vexations and pilferings, with his carta de 
morada (letter of residence), without considering 
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that the felicity of the country depmded on its 
increase of industrious inhabitants. Owing to 
this, none have established themselves in lirna^ 
it being worthy of observation, that not even 
one person has purchased a house or any im* 
moveable property. And is not this a proof of 
geperal disgust and a want of confidence ? 

'* In fine, such^ repeated acts of despotism 
irritated the people of lima to that degree, that 
an explosion became inevitable. In eight days 
after the Protector left the capital, his insults 
to the patriots were incalculable. He caballed 
in the most barefieu^ed manner to place in tiie 
coming congress his own creatures. He hurried 
off those whom he had sentenced to exile, be* 
c^use they were the favourites of the people ; 
and in the exercise of his fury Lima took the 
alann.'' 

On the twenty-fifth of July the people of 
Lima assembled in the plasa, and insisted on a 
cavildp abierto, a public meeting of the corpo- 
ration; this was immediately complied with, 
and the general voice of the people was, f ' let 
the minister Monteagudo be deposed, let him 
be tried, let him experience the severity of the 
law." At. seven o'clock in the evening of the 
same day, a note was addressed by the corpo- 
ration to the Supreme Delegate, requesting that 
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the minister might- be deposed; the i^ouncil of 
state metj and convincied of Ihe necessity of 
separating Monteagudo from the ministry^ im- 
mediately informed him of the state of affidrs, 
when to save appearances he made' a tender of 
his. appointment, which wasaccepted, and the 
supreme delegate in answer to the note of the 
corporation, assured them, that the ex-minister 
should be called upon to answer before a com- 
mittee of the council of state for his past admi- 
nistration, according to the provisiopal statutes. 
This note was answered on the twenty-sixth 
by the municipality requesting that the' ex- 
minister should be placed under an arrest, until 
called upon for his defence, which request was 
immediately put into execution. The peojple of 
lima being aware of the ascendancy which 
Monteagudo held over the delegate, Torre 
Tagle, and fearing that some crafty subterfuge 
might be practised to replace him in authority, 
met again on the twenty-ninth, when the cor- 
poration, to pacify the popular commotion, re- 
quested of the government, that the ex-minister 
should . be embarked > privately, abd exiled for 
ever from the state; this was ^ acceded • to, and 
on, the thirtieth, the anniversary of his arrival 
in Lima, Monteagudo was sent down to Callao, 
under an escort, and at six o'clock in the even- 
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ing he left the port This ambitious individual 
was assassinated at Lima on the night of the 
twenty-eighth of January, 1835, having re- 
turned under the protection of Bolivar, and the 
expectation of being replaced in the ministry. ; 
While these affairs were transacting in Lima, 
the: Protector, San Martin, was at Guayaquil, 
where he had proceeded for the purpose of soli- 
citing troops from Bolivar, for the prosecution 
of his campaigns in Peru. It is impossible to 
ascertain what took place in the private confer- 
ence, l^etween those two chiefs, but the result 
was not at all favourable to San Martin, for he 
returned in dudgeon to Callao, when to his sur- 
prise and mortification, he was informed, that 
his arch-ininister had been exiled for ever during 
his absence. Before his cTOellency venturedl 
on shore, he had an interview with the principal 
officers of the army; who assured him that the 
troops were faithful to hin^, and under this cer- 
tainty he presented himself at the palace in 
Lima, where in the most unbecoming language, 
he reprobated the whole of the proceeding, 
threatened his councillors of state, th6 corpora- 
tion and the city itself, and. declared, that he 
should immediately recall Monteagudo and rcr 
instate him in the ministry. Notwithstanding 
the deference and respect which he had been 
accustomed to receive from every one wha ac- 
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knowledged his authority, he was wounded at 
observing that the Limeuians were not intimi- 
dated at his promised vengeance, and leaving 
the palace he betook himself to his country 
house near to Callao. 

In the beginning of October, the arbitrary 
conduct of Rodrigues, the minister of war and 
finance in Chile, began to excite the public in- 
dignation, and petitions from every part of the 
state were forwarded to the supreme director, 
O'Higgins, praying his removal from the 
ministry. Grimes the most injurious to the 
prosperity of the state; his sordid venality, 
monopoly of commercial transactions, and even 
illegal appropriations of the public fiinds. Were 
brought against him, in the moist tangible 
shape; and yet all this was not sufficient, even 
with the knowledge of what had transpired in 
Peru, to force him to resign, or to induce 
O'Higgins to dismiss him. At the time that 
all Chile was in this state of suspense, and 
many alarming threats were issued from dif- 
ferent quarters, an event not in the least ex- 
pected took place, which for a while lulled the 
rising storm — this was no less than the sudden 
arrival at Valparaiso of his excellency General 
San Martin, the Protector of the liberties of 
Peru. 

This great man had continued to reside at 
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his CQimtry mansion, until the twentieth of Sep- 
tember, when the sovereign congress met, 
from which he received on the same day the 
following official communication : 

" Most Jgxcellent Sir, — ^The sovereign con- 
gress considering that the first duty of a free 
people is to acknowledge their gratitude to the 
authors of their political existence and their 
felicity, convinced that the country of the Sun 
owes this incomparable benefit to the efforts of 
your excellency, have decreed to you a vote of 
thanks to be presented to you by a deputation 
of the house* 

" The Peruvian nation flatters itself that 
its gratitude is equal tQ the efficacious efforts 
which your excellency has made, destroying, 
like the thunder-bolt on the celebrated mountain 
that witnessed the last days of Lautaro, the 
iron power of Spain in the country of the Incas. 

" The congress manifests, in this communi- 
cation, the sincerity of their votes, which shall 
be expressed in the first act of their sessions, 
and which cannot be obliterated by the hand of 
time ; holding General San Martin as the first 
soldier of their liberty. 

" By the order of the congress we commu- 
nicate this to your excellency, for your intelli- 
gence and satisfaction. God preserve your ex- 
voL. III. 3 i»r 
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cellency for many years. — Lima, September 20, 
1822. Xavier de Luna Pizarro, president — ^Jos6 
Sanchez Carrion, deputy secretary — Francisco 
Xavier Mariategui, deputy secretary. — To his 
Excellency Senor D. Jos6 de San Martin/' 

The answer : " Sire, — ^Terminating my pub- 
lic life, after I have consigned' to the august 
congress of Peru the supreme command of the 
state, nothing could be more flattering to my 
heart than the solemnity of the confidence of 
your sovereignty in appointing me generalissimo 
of the troops of the nation ; an appointment 
which I have just received from a deputation of 
your sovereign body. I have had the honour of 
expressing my most profound gratitude at the 
time of its announcement to me, when I had the 
satisfaction of accepting oply the title, because 
it was the mark of your approbation of the ser- 
vices which I have rendered to this country. I 
am resolved not to betray my own feelings and 
the great interests of the nation; permit me 
therefore, to say, that long and painful experi- 
ence has induced me to say, that the distin- 
guished rank to which your sovereignty has 
deigned to elevate me, so far from being useful 
to the nation, should I fill it, would only oppose 
your just designs by alarming the jealousy of 
those who desire a positive liberty; it would 
divide the opinions of the people^ and decrease 
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the confidence which you alone ought to inspire 
in the absolute independence of your decisions. 
My presence, Sire, in Peru, considering that 
power which I have left, and the force which I 
should possess, is inconsistent with the morale 
of the sovereign body, and with my own opinion; 
because no forbearance on my part would de- 
fend me from the shafts of malediction and 
calumny. Sire, I have fulfilled the sacred pro. 
mise that I made to Peru ; I have seen her re- 
presentatives assembled ; the force of the enemy 
does not menace the independence of a people 
determined, to be free, and who possess the 
means of being so. A numerous army under 
the direction of chiefs inured to war is ready 
to march in a few days, to terminate the con- 
test for ever. Nothing remains but to offer to 
your sovereignty the expression of my most 
sincere gratitude, and the firm assurance, that if 
at any time the liberty of the Peruvians should 
be threatened, I will dispute the honour of ac- 
companying them as a citizen to defend their 
freedom on the field of battle. 

" May God preserve your sovereignty for 
many years.— Free Town, September 20th, 1822. 
(Signed) Jos6 de San Martin." 

" To the Sovereign Congress of Peru.*' 
The following, being the last proclamatioi^ 
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by San Martin, was issued on the same day, and 
may be considered as his farewell address to 
Peru: 

*' I have witnessed the declaration of the 
independence of the states of Chile and Peru, 
I hold in my possession the standard which 
Pizarro brought to enslave the empire of the 
Incas, and I have ceased to be a public man — 
thus I am more than rewarded for ten years 
spent in revolution and warfare. My promises 
to the countries in which I warred are fulfilled ; 
to make them independent, and leave to their 
will the election of their governments. 

" The presence of a fortunate soldier, how- 
ever disinterested he may be, is dangerous to 
newly-constituted states. I am also disgusted 
with hearing that I wish to make myself a 
sovereign. Nevertheless, I shall always be 
ready to make the last sacrifice for th« liberty 
of the country, but in the class of a private in- 
dividual, and no other. 

" With respect to my public conduct, my 
compatriots (as is generally the case) will be 
divided in their opinions — ^their children will 
pronounce the true verdi6t. 

" Peruvians ! I leave your national repre- 
sentation established; if you repose implicit 
confidence in it you will triumph, if not, 
anarchy will swallow you up. 
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" May success preside over your destinies, 
and may they be crowned with felicity and 
peace. Free Town, September, 20th, 1822. 
(Signed) San Martin/' 

Had San Martin been sincere, even in his 
last assurances, or had he been conscious that 
his services would have been of public utility ; 
if, as a citizen, his modesty would not allow 
him to take upon himself the chief command 
of the force of the country, he certainly ought 
not to have abandoned Peru, when he was 
well dware that the army of the enemy was 
almost under the very walls of the capital ; for 
he himself confesses, that a numerous army 
would march in a few days to terminate the war 
for ever: this march, however, would never 
have been necessary, had he followed the 
Spanish army when it evacuated Lima, if he had 
brought the army under Canterac to an action^ 
or if he had headed his troops at lea. The chil- 
dren of his compatriots will '' pronounce the 
true verdict,'' not, I regret to say, an honourable 
one to San Martin ; indeed thousands of them 
have already shed their blood on those plains 
which they might have cultivated in peace and 
security under the protection of their own con- 
stituted authorities and laws. It is impossible 
that a consciousness of not having fulfilled those 
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promises which were calculated to do good, 
and would have established the absolute inde- 
pendence of rational liberty^ and the prosperity 
of the Peruvians, it is impossible but that the 
memory of those breaches of good faith must 
ever cling to the heart of this deceiving mortal. 

San Martin remained a few days in Valpa- 
raiso, until an escort arrived from Santiago to 
conduct him to that city ; he resided there until 
December, or the beginning of January, when, 
observing the threatening aspect of affairs in 
Chile, owing to the fixed determination of 
0*Higgins not to discard his favourite minister 
Rodrigues, he crossed the Cordillera to his old 
favourite residence at Mendosa. 

General Freire, who had the command of the 
Chilean troops, stationed on the frontiers of 
Araucania, consisting of about three thousand 
men, came to the determination to march on 
the capital. In this he was supported by the 
inhabitants of the province of Coquimbo, the 
only object of the whole being to displace Rod- 
rigues, and to bring him to justice. This they 
eventually did> obliging O'Higgins at the same 
time to abdicate his supreme authority on the 
twenty-second of January, 1823. 

During this epoch of convulsions. Lord 
Cochrane was residing on his estate at Quin- 
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tero, where he received the following communi- 
cation from Peru : 

" The sovereign constituent congress of 
Peru, contemplating how much the liberty of 
Peru owes to the Right Honourable Lord 
Cochrane, by whose talents, valour and con- 
stancy the Pacific has been freed from our 
most inveterate enemies, and the standard of 
liberty has been displayed on the coasts of 
Peru, resolves that the junta of government, in 
the name of the Peruvian nation, do present to 
Lord Cochrane, Admiral of the squadron of 
Chile, expressions of our most sincere gratitude 
for his achievements in favour of this country, 
once tyrannized over by powerful enemies, how 
the arbiter of its own fate.'* 

"The junta of government obeying this, will 
command its fulfilment and order it be printed, 
published and circulated. — Given in the Hall of 
Congress, Lima, the 27th of September, 1822. 
(Signed) Xavier de Luna Pizarro, president-* 
Jose Sancbes Carrion, deputy secretary — Fran- 
cisco Xavier Marreategui, deputy secretary." 

"In obedience we order the execution of 
the foregoing decree. (Signed) Jose de la Mar, 
Felipe Antonio Alvarado, El Conde de Vista 
Florida, by order of his Excellency Francisco 
Valdivieso.*' 
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Here his lordship received from the govern-* 
ment of Chile a copy of the libel presented to 
them by the plenipotentiaries of the Protector 
of Peru, which he answered with "victqrious 
reasonings/' although the supremacy assured 
his lordship, that the charges had never been 
believed ; perhaps for the best of all possible 
reasons, that they cQuld scarcely be understood. 

In December an express arrived from the 
Brazilian charge des affaires in Buenos Ayres, 
bringing to his lordship a communication from 
the imperial government at Rio de Janeiro, 
containing a request, that as the common enemy 
to South American independence in the Pacific 
had, owing to his important service^ and inde< 
fatigable exertions ceased to exist, he would 
deign to accept the command of the imperial 
navy of the Brazils, for the purpose of securing 
tp that country the felicity which he had been 
the means of establishing on t;be opposite side 
of the Continent/* 

Lord Cochrane would probably have prefer- 
red a life of quiet in his adopted country, Chile, 
to that of entering into an engagement which 
might produce a repetition of those difficulties 
and vexations which he had already experi- 
lenced; but, owing to the existing circumstances 
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in Chile^ this was impossible. Lord Cochrane 
was bound by his allegiance to the existing go- 
vernment, not to become a party in any faction 
and his own honour would not allow him to joim 
General Freire, by whom he was solicited, al- 
though he was convinced that the authority of 
O'Higgins must succumb ; he therefore deter- 
mined to proceed to Rio de Janeiro, and to act 
there as affairs might present themselves. 

On the nineteenth of January, 1823, his lord- 
ship embarked for the Brazils; but before 
quitting Chile he drew up the two following 
addresses : 

** Chileans, my Compatriots, — The common 
enemy of America has fallen in Chile. Your 
tri-coloured flag waves on the Pacific, secured 
by your sacrifices. Some internal commotions 
agitate Chile : it is not my business to investi- 
gate their causes, to accelerate or to retard 
their effects : I can only wish that the result 
may be most favourable for all parties. 

" Chileans, — ^You have expelled from your 
country the enemies of your independence, do 
not sully the glorious act by encouraging dis- 
cord, promoting anarchy, that greatest of all 
evils. Consult the dignity to which your he- 
roism has raised you, and if you must take any 
<steps to secure your national liberty, judge for 
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yourselves, »ct with prudence^ and be guided 
by reason and justice. 

" It is now four years sittee the sacred e&H«6 
of your independence called tne to Chile; I 
assisted you to gain it ; I have seen it accom- 
plished; it only now remains for you to pre- 
serve it. 

*' I leave you for a time, in order not to 
involve myself in matters foreign to my duty, 
and for reaspns concerning which I now remain 
silent, that I may not encourage party spirit. 

" Chileans,— You know that independence 
is purchased at the poipt of the bayonet. Know 
also that liberty is founded on good faith, and 
is supported by the laws of honour, and that 
those who infringe them are your only enemies, 
among whom you will never find Cochrane." 

*' To the British merchants residing in Chile. 
Quintero, January 4th, 1823 : 

** Gentlemen, — I cannot quit this country 
without expressing to you the heartfelt satisfac- 
tion which I experience on account of the exten- 
tion which has been given to your commerce, 
by laying open to all the trade of those vast 
provinces to which Spain formerly asserted an 
exclusive right. The squadron which main- 
tained the monopoly has disappeared from the 
face of the ocean, and the flags of independent 
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South America wave every where triumphant, 
protecting that intercourse between nations 
which is the source of their riches, happiness, 
and power. 

*^ If, for the furtherance of this great object, 
some restraints were imposed, they were no 
other than those which are practised by all 
civilized states ; and though they may have af- 
fected the interests of a few who were desirous 
to avail themselves of accidental circumstances 
presented during the contest, it is a gratification 
to know that such interests were only post- 
poned for the general good. Should there be any, 
however, who conceive themselves aggrieved 
by my conduct, I have to request that they will 
make k«owa their complaints, with their names 
affixed, through the medium of the public press, 
in order that I may have an opportunity of a 
particular reply. 

*' I trust you will do .me the justice to be- 
lieve, that I have not determined to withdraw 
myself from these seas while any thing remains 
within my means to accomplish for your benefit 
and security. 

*' I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your 
faithful obedient servant, Cochrane.'' 

THE END. 
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